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Seeing things 


More war? Less money? Presidential scandal? Life on Mars? Lactose intolerance? 


BY MIKE MILIARD 


We should all be concerned about the 
future because we will have to spend the 
rest of our lives there.’ 

— Charles Franklin Kettering 


O, 2005. A year whose first month 

will see scores of lavish inaugural 
balls, with all the venal Washington 
plutocrats donning formalwear to 
toast a man whose concocted war has 
killed 1300-plus American soldiers — 
folks who, according to our dispas- 
sionate defense secretary, “can have all 
the armor in the world ... [and still] 
be blown up” — and untold numbers 
of Iraqi civilians. A war that will kill 
who knows how many more as the 
years roll on. How fitting. January 20 


will represent the perfect distillation of 
the cupidity, pomposity, dishonesty, 
inequality, and mortality that seem to 
be the hallmarks of our times. 

A bit much? Maybe. I confess that I 
look toward to the future with a dread 
that’s leavened with only the tiniest 
pinch of optimism. In so many ways, 
it seems the gleaming technotastic 
promise of a post-historic tomorrow, 
one that seemed so possible as the 
century turned, has vanished. For the 
past several years, with omnipresent 
media delivering ever-worsening 
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Andy Warho! (1982) hy Ne 
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news, I’ve sometimes wondered if I’ve 
caught some new strain of the “future 
shock” Alvin Toffler described four 
decades ago, the “shattering stress 
and disorientation” that occur when 
soméone is exposed to “too much 
change in too short a time.” Maybe 
I'm just paying more attention these 
days. But I often wonder if things will 
only get weirder from here on in. Fran- 
cis Fukuyama may have posited “the 
end of history,” but lately — with the 
United States’ actual commitment to 
democratic ideals increasingly dubious, 
with some lawmakers hell-bent on 
mortgaging our economic future, with 
fundamentalists here and abroad threat- 
ening liberal democracy, with China and 
India inexorably on the rise, with the 


See YEAR AHEAD, page 18 
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How you'll feel 


uring the many years this building housed Boston’s police headquar- 

ters, | managed to avoid dining in the basement, where the holding 
cells might have been. (As a reporter, | once had a cup of coffee with 
detectives on one of the higher floors.) Now the Irish-owned Jurys Hotel 
chain has removed all vestiges of the former cop shop, except ... 
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sipping 
fter slumbering for years in oak 
casks, it’s time for Dewar’s two 
newest whiskies to see the light of 
day. The name of the handcrafted 
Dewar’s 12 means ... 


on the cheap 


by Mike Miliard 





Pheenix| 





THE BOSTON PHOENIX 
Founded in 1966 


Spruce Bruce by Tamara Wieder . 
The Boston Wine Festival’s “guiding personality,” 


d features 


Seeing things by Mike Miliard . 
A psychic medium, an astrologer, a futures trader, and the president of the World Future Society make their predic 


DON’T QUOTE ME: Feed your head by Dan Kennedy . 
The combination of being able to time-shift radio shows that you 'd like to listen to but can’t, along with the ability of 
almost anyone to become a do-it-yourself radiohead, promises to turn podcasting into as big a phenomenon in 2005 
as text blogging has been for the first part of the decade. 


TALKING POLITICS: Breaths of fresh air by Adam Reilly 
Half the city council’s at-large seats could change hands next year. Mayor Thomas Menino is running for what could 
be the last time. It’s looking as though next year’s local elections will be much more than the same old, same old, as 


olitical crossroads. 


the pinch by David S. Bernstein 


chef Daniel Bruce, has a ‘recipe for SUCCESS. 
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& © [Next year will be] doom and gloom, man! 


But, on the flip side, some sort of life will be discovered 


on Mars by the rovers they have up there. 95 9 
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With George W. Bush prescribing federal tax cuts for all that ails us, and Mitt Romney dead-set against any increase 
in the Massachusetts income tax, we’re headed for staggering structural deficits at both the federal and state levels. 
Sure, you’re thinking, but how does it affect me, a Greater Boston resident? Here are some answers. 
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— psychic medium Alex Palermo, page 1 
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Thursday 12/30 18 
BUBBLE UP REGGAE NEW YEARS EVE 
PERFORMANCE BY: THE WELL (ROOTS ROCK) 
W/ DJ ey E. GREEN ° 

Monday 1/3 3 

OPEN Mic SERIES W/ HOST JAMES 
CLEARE. FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO 
SIGN UP IN ADVANCE CONTACT: JPENMIC- 
ee” CoM 

Wednesday 1/5 8pr 18 
ALTERNATE ROUTES W/ ZERO FOUR 
Thursday 1/6 9p 1 8+ 
THE BUBBLE UP: RUB A DUBWISE REGGAE 
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ae z GREEN 

Fric a7 lela: 21 
BRIGHTWINGS W/ RYAN JONES 

Monday 1/10 6p 18+ 
OPEN MIC SERIES W/ HOST JAMES 
CLEARE. FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO 
SIGN UP IN ADVANCE CONTACT: OPENMIC- 
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BOSTON POP UNDERGROUND ym STAR 
eapuarnal 
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former cop shop; in “On the Cheap,” Christine Junge 
says Penguin Pizza’s cool; and in “Sipping,” Mike Mil- 
iard says good whiskies come in new packages. 
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EDITORIAL 


The year 2004 will not be missed — but 2005 could be 
even worse if decent Americans fail to start fighting back 


Good riddance 


OR THE UNITED States, 2004 was a dis- 

aster cloaked inside a false sense of tri- 

umphalism. George W. Bush’s election 
both symbolized the sorry state into which 
this country has fallen and raised fears that 
things will only get worse in 2005. That may 
sound hopelessly pessimistic. But with Bush’s 
Republicans controlling every branch of gov- 
ernment, and Democrats and progressives 
sounding increasingly defeatist, it is hard to 
be otherwise. Still, we have to try. 

At the international level, our misbegotten 
war in Iraq rages on with no end in sight. 
Bush tells us that we are 
fighting for freedom and 
democracy. But all that has 
really been accomplished is 
the lowering of our standing 
in the world community to a 
new depth. More than 1300 
American soldiers have been 
killed. Thousands more have 
been maimed — most of them kids. Last 
week’s suicide attack on a US base in Mosul 
showed how deeply our presence in Iraq is 
hated, and how vulnerable our young men 
and women are to terrorism. 

At home, our economy is in trouble, with 
the dollar plummeting in value, thanks in 
large measure to Bush’s irresponsible tax cuts 
for the wealthy. Our reliance on foreign oil, 
our mounting budget deficit, and rising con- 
sumer debt have all made the prosperity of 
the Clinton years seem like a distant memory. 
And the rise of the religious right to positions 
of real power and authority (like the presiden- 
cy, for example) has even some staunch liber- 
als wondering whether the Democrats should 
seek to curry favor with social conservatives 
by softening their traditional support for re- 
productive choice and gay rights. Yet if the 
Democrats can’t be counted on to fight for 
these basic human and civil rights, why, exact- 
ly, should anyone support them? 

Sadly, the year ahead would appear to offer 
more of the same, and then some. Bush’s deci- 
sion to replace Secretary of State Colin Powell 
and Attorney General John Ashcroft with loyal 
apparatchiks was a sign of what is to come, 
and there’s not much that Democrats can do 
about it until the congressional elections of 
2006. Dumping Ashcroft, a religious-right ide- 


ologue, in favor of White House counsel Alber- 
to Gonzales, an amoral inside player who 
helped write the administration’s torture poli- 
cy, was an especially odious move (see “Just 
Say No,” Editorial, November 19). But Democ- 
rats say they have no plans to block the Gon- 
zales nomination, which makes you wonder 
what will happen when Bush, inevitably, gets 
his chante to pick one, two, or more Supreme 
Court justices. Democrats have to start fighting 
back. And they have to start fighting now. 
Unfortunately, Bush’s warped priorities are 
trickling down to the state and local level, 


In too many circles, Bush’s narrow victory 
is interpreted as a sign that constitutional 
democracy itself should be replaced by 
something approaching a theocracy. 


too, aided and abetted by Governor Mitt Rom- 
ney, who would love to succeed him. The tax 
cuts have hurt the delivery of services across 
the country, as Bush has essentially ended the 
partnership that the federal government once 
had with state and local leadership. A modest 
rollback of those cuts, targeted at the rich, 
would go a long way. Yet not only is that not 
in the offing, but Romney refuses to budge 
from his own no-new-taxes position, leaving 
the state with a structural deficit whose im- 
pact falls most heavily on the poor (see “How 
You'll Feel the Pinch,” page 16). 

Still, the situation in Massachusetts is not 
nearly as dire as it is nationally. Last spring, 
Romney failed in his efforts to overturn the 
Supreme Judicial Court’s historic Goodridge 
decision, which made Massachusetts the first 
state to legalize same-sex marriage. If any- 
thing, support for same-sex marriage has 
grown in Massachusetts since then. Voters 
also decisively rejected Romney’s attempt to 
elect more Republicans to the state legisla- 
ture, dealing a blow to his overweening ambi- 
tion. And, of course, Massachusetts is the 
home of Senator John Kerry, the Democratic 
presidential candidate, whose vision of a bet- 
ter future was supported by nearly half the 
country. Perhaps it’s time to drag out those 
old bumper stickers from 1972: DON’T BLAME 


ME, I’M FROM MASSACHUSETTS. 

In Boston, 2005 could be marked by the 
sort of political renewal that national Democ- 
rats would do well to watch. Mayor Tom 
Menino will be running for re-election; and 
though his likely challenger, City Councilor 
Maura Hennigan, faces an uphill fight, she 
can be counted on to hold Menino account- 
able on a wide range of issues, from the city’s 
rising murder rate to the continuing disap- 
pointment of the public schools. The real ac- 
tion, though, will take place at the level 
below the mayor’s office, with an engaging 
group of challengers — sev- 
eral of them young, ethnic, 
and/or female — seeking to 
unseat an incumbent or two 
on the city council (see 
“Talking Politics,” page 14). 

The city’s spate of good 
publicity in 2004, cemented 
by the successful Democratic 
National Convention and the Red Sox’ World 
Series victory, should continue as the leak- 
plagued, monumentally expensive Big Dig 
finally moves to completion and the redevel- 
opment of the former Central Artery land gets 
under way, with at least two new museums 
scheduled to be built. 

If only prospects were as bright at the na- 
tional level. In addition to the ongoing horror 
of the war, we now live in a country where 
the rights, even the safety, of lesbians and gay 
men are at risk; where the environment is 
under continuous assault; where defending 
civil liberties for foreigners, and even for 
Americans, is denounced as supposedly being 
weak on terrorism; where the legally guaran- 
teed right of abortion is threatened; and 
where, in too many circles, Bush’s narrow vic- 
tory is interpreted as a sign that constitutional 
democracy itself has grown decadent and ir- 
relevant, and should be replaced by some- 
thing approaching a theocracy. 

The America of 2005 is not a country of our 
making — far from it. But if we want it to 
change, to better reflect the humane, progressive 
vision of most of its citizens, we must not wal- 
low in our bitterness. We have to fight back. & 





What do you think? Send an e-mail to 
letters@phx.com. 





LETTERS 


We welcome responses from our readers. Letters 
should be typed (double-spaced), if possible, and 
must include the writer’s name, address, and a 
telephone number where he or she can be reached 
during business hours for verification. The writer’s 
name and position or town will be published, but 
these may be withheld for good reason. 

Letters may be mailed to the Boston Phoenix, 
126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 02215; faxed 
to (617) 859-8201; or e-mailed to 
letters@phx.com or to staff writers’ e-mail ad- 
dresses (e-mailed fetters must include a telephone 
number for verification and a hometown). All let- 
ters are subject to editing for considerations of 
space, fairness, and clarity. 


WRITE ON 

Thank you for your editorial on how the 
Bush administration is attempting to take 
away our First Amendment rights [“Art Con- 
fronts Politics,” Editorial, December 24]. 
Bravo! It’s hair-raising what the Office of For- 
eign Assets Control —— which has asserted its 
authority to “license” American companies to 
publish the work of Cuban, Iranian, and Su- 
danese writers and artists — is trying to do, 
and I agree wholeheartedly with your editori- 





al. The Bush White House’s attempt to limit 
freedom of speech is an absolute disgrace. 
The policies of Bush and the OFAC are a 
much greater threat to our national security 
— and to American democracy — than any 
book by any foreign author could ever be. 
Peggy Spencer 
Acton 


LIBERAL SCREAM 

Thank you, sir, for putting so succinctly what | 
have been saying down here in Florida, far away 
from my birth state of Massachusetts [“Screw 
You, America,” News and Features, November 
12]. Iam done with John Kerry, Bill Clinton, and 
any other mealy-mouthed pols who think they 
have the leftist and gay votes in their pocket and 
then either do not or cannot deliver. The election 
results have turned me from a Democrat to a 
near-Socialist. Quite frankly, I have had it with 
the Democrats for their lack of conviction, and 
also with the evangelical-Christian right regard- 
less of their party affiliation for their reactionary 
social attitudes. We need Gore Vidal and Noam 
Chomsky as a ticket. 

Sumner H. Peirce 

Dania, Florida 





Failure should make you stronger. So far, 
however, you're just letting out the anger. 

Changing minds is like changing a light 
bulb: you have to actually get up and do it. 
Harangues against people who are your 
lessers are apparently not working. How that 
makes you feel smarter than them is a mys- 
tery, more of a mystery than any religious 
belief. 

The liberal party is a religion. You just 
don’t realize you aspire to be a priest 
(witness your sermon) and that your big- 
gest argument should be with the Democra- 
tic National Committee chairman and its 
other religious leaders. Does it really make 
sense to blame the Republicans for win- 
ning? 

Gordon Langston 
Huntington Beach, California 


Your article is brilliant. It captures my 
anger and frustration better than any other 
commentary I have seen. Thanks very much 
for accurately exposing the real issues in 
America today. 

Steven A. Roman, PhD 
San Antonio de Belén, Costa Rica 
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specialize in one thing—preparing people 
for professional careers in technology. 
Because we have kept this focus for almost a 
century, Wentworth is highly respected by industry 
leaders throughout the northeast. 

With hands-on leaming, expenenced faculty, 
great reputation, cutting-edge information and a 
supportive community, Wentworth prepares you 
for the technology of tomorrow. 


Bachelor of Science Degree Programs In Walter Morse, Technical Specialist 


¢ Architecture & Construction The Gillette Company, Boston, MA 
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Project Management of satisfaction with my life—if it 
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IN MEMORIAM , 


Susan Sontag, 1933-2004 


It is tempting, at times almost a cultural 
mandate, to make ornate, grand pronouncements 
on the death of a public figure. The death of 
Renata Tebaldi last week was described by some, 
for example, as signaling the end of the era of 
the great opera divas. But such pronouncements 
are uSually inaccurate, often even demeaning to 
the import and the cultural influence of the very 
people they eulogize. And so it is tempting, 
with the death of Susan Sontag this past 
Tuesday at the age of 71, to remember her 
with a sweeping statement. The obituaries are 
just beginning to appear, and already she has 
been hailed as the singular originator of a new 
wave of post-war cultural criticism, a literary 
critic who carelessly and naively stumbled into 
politics, the last great public intellectual whose 
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audacity. 


social observations were vital moral guideposts. 
While all these characterizations are, to 
varying degrees, true, in the end they do a 
disservice both to her intellectual and critical 
expanse, and to her power as a writer. Indeed, 
as much as she enjoyed promoting her ideas 
and their value, she would have disliked such 
generalizations. The reality is that Sontag was a 
rare, even exotic, being in our culture of 
disposable ideas and transient fashion: she was 
a working writer and intellectual who refused to 
rely on platitudes to express her ideas and who 
valued seriousness. Many of the first wave of 
obituaries quote — with various degrees of irony, 
indulgence, and even sarcasm — Sontag’s 
famous self-description as a “zealot of 
seriousness.” But this was, in the best possible 
sense, true, and it explains quite simply the 
enormous impress she made on the world. 

The facts of Sontag’s life and career have 
been reiterated endlessly, and will continue to 
be as new obits appear. The brilliant, ambitious 
student — married at age 17, in 1951, to the 
noted sociologist Philip Rieff, who was her 
professor at the University of Chicago — went 
on to have a child and garner a couple of 
degrees from Harvard before she divorced Rieff 
In 1959 she moved to New York and two years 
later burst forth on the literary scene with a 
series of essays that dazzled with their 
intellectual audacity. (One of her first published 
pieces, a review of Walter Kaufmann’s anthology 
Religion from Tolstoy to Camus, blithely dropped 
references to Sade, George Eliot, Psycho, and 
the Oresteia.) The publication of “Notes on 
‘Camp’ ” in 1964 — an explication of how gay- 
male sensibility and culture was a primary 
shaper of contemporary culture — made her a 
media star. Over the next four decades she 
published four collections of essays, four books 
of cultural analysis, four novels, and a volume of 
short stories, and she wrote and directed several 
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A SELF-DESCRIBED “zealot of seriousness,” 
Sontag dazzled the world with her intellectual 


films and plays. 

Sontag’s books and essays — at least the best 
of them — plainly and firmly stated truths that, 
once articulated, were so conspicuously 
apparent that they immediately became 
accepted as obvious fact. This was clearly 
evident in the publication of On Photography, in 
1977, and ///ness As Metaphor, in 1978. Both 
of these slim volumes — which first appeared as 
lengthy articles in the New York Review of Books 

radically and forever changed public 
discourse on representation and disease. In On 
Photography, she explored how our moral 
understanding of the world is influenced by the 
proliferation of “real” images produced by 
photographs (she would later expand on these 
ideas in 2003 with the publication of Regarding 
the Pain of Others.) In I/iness As 
Metaphor, she probed the damage we do 
to ourselves, and society, by mythologizing 
illness and refusing to deal with the 
corporeality of the body. The force of her 
arguments lay in the a breadth of 
specificity she was able to offer, while 
making a nuanced plea for taking a moral 
position on the topic at hand 

| have been an avid Sontag reader since 
1964, when | first read “Notes on 
‘Camp,’ ” and her writings have been vital 
to me as a Cultural critic and journalist. But 
it was really five years ago, when | began 
teaching at Dartmouth, that | acquired a 
deep understanding of the power of her 
work. | don’t think | have taught a class for 
which | have not assigned a Sontag book or 
essay — in Contemporary Issues in Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender 
Studies, we read “Notes on ‘Camp’ ”; in 
Plagues and Politics: The Impact of AIDS 
on US Culture, we read ///ness As 
Metaphor and AIDS and Its Metaphors; and 
in Beatniks, Hot Rods, and the Feminine 
Mystique, we read “The Imagination of 
Disaster,” her analysis of 1950s science- 
fiction films. | assigned these works 
because | love them and they have been so 
important to my own thinking, as well as to 
the subjects at hand. But what always 
amazed me was how quickly and avidly my 
students took to Sontag’s writings. 

For the most part, the students had 
little idea of who Susan Sontag was — a 
reminder of how narrow and limited American 
secondary education really is — but once we got 
into the material, they would debate it with an 
uncommon ferocity. Students’ discussions of 
IiIness As Metaphor and AIDS and Its Metaphors 
became intense as they resisted Sontag’s idea 
that any attempt to discuss disease 
metaphorically was not only illogical but 
downright dangerous. (Although, in the end, 
most of them agreed with her analysis, 
particularly when considering how religious 
conservatives labeled AIDS a moral plague.) 

But perhaps the most satisfying reading of 
Sontag’s work in the classroom for me came this 
past term, when | taught “Judaism, Sexuality, 
and Queerness.” A complicated mix of theory, 
movies, and literature, the course was an 
exploration of how these three “sensibilities” 
might be interrelated. Sontag’s passage in 
“Notes on ‘Camp’ ” was brilliantly illuminating 
and prescient: “Jews and homosexuals are the 
outstanding creative minorities in contemporary 
urban culture. Creative, that is, in the truest 
sense: they are creators of sensibilities. The two 
pioneering forces of modern sensibility are 
Jewish moral sensibility and homosexual 
aestheticism and irony.” 

For my students, this idea resonated 
throughout the entire term. Even as they argued 
with her assertion, they returned to it as a 
baseline over and over again. This, to me, was 
both gratifying and illuminating. An essay that 
40 years ago had meant so much to me — and 
to so many others — was still vital and alive. 

The death of Susan Sontag means many 
things, and sweeping statements, even when 
inflected with irony, don’t quite capture any of 
them. It should be enough to say that she 
reshaped how we thought about the world, and 
will, | trust, continue to do so for future 
generations 


— Michael Bronski 


[this just in] 


EARTHQUAKE 





Sincere condolences from the ranch 


As the scope of the disaster in Southeast 
Asia became clear on Sunday, President Bush 
was en route to his Crawford ranch for a post- 
Christmas vacation. His press office released a 
121-word statement during the flight, titled 
“Statement on Bay of Bengal Earthquake and 
Tidal Waves.” In it, the president expressed his 
“sincere condolences for the terrible loss of life 
and suffering” and promised that the United 
States would offer “all appropriate assistance” 
to Sri Lanka, the Maldives, Thailand, 
Indonesia, and “other countries impacted.” 
(This last would include India, with nearly 
10,000 dead as of Tuesday morning.) 

Two days later, those words remained Bush's 
only public statement about one of the worst 
natural disasters in a generation. (At press time, 
Bush was expected to speak on the subject for 
the first time on Wednesday.) Do “sincere 
condolences” really capture the scale of the 
loss — the death of tens of thousands, and the 
displacement of hundreds of thousands more? 

Actually, in Bush’s world, it might; this 
appears to be only the second time Bush has 
expressed “sincere condolences” during his 
presidency, according to a search of the White 
House Web site. (The other went to the people 
of Florida after several hurricanes swept 
through their state this year.) Oh, he has 


DEPT. OF ENDANGERED SPECIES 
Disc Diggers 
goes online 


This past Tuesday, the only indicators 
that Davis Square’s Disc Diggers wouldn't 
be open in 2005 were inconspicuous fliers 
for a farewell show at Johnny D’s on 
Saturday, and a sign in the front window 
encouraging customers to exhaust their 
store credit before the 30th. Despite 
the subtle postings, word of the 
used-CD store’s demise 
had spread far enough 
to draw eight shoppers 
at 11:30 a.m., many of 
whom were asking about 
the impending closure. 
“This is what it used to look 
like,” said the dreadlocked 
counter clerk, glancing at the 
middle-aged customers flipping 
through the fusty store’s wooden CD bins. 
“But there used to be college kids,” he 
added, gnawing on a twig carved into a 
toothpick. “Look — now, there’s no one 
here under 30.” 

The prolonged absence of college 
students — particularly Tufts University 
kids, formerly a sizable percentage of Disc 
Diggers’ patronage — is one of the major 
reasons why the store is shuttering after 19 
years in the retail business. When owner 
Robert Hart opened the shop in the fall of 
1985, back when Davis was still “a sleepy 
townie place,” he rented the Somerville 
location specifically because of its proximity 
to undergrads. “I figured the best thing a 
used store can have is a subway stop and a 
college — and Davis Square had both,” says 
Hart, who lived in Somerville for many 
years until relocating to New Hampshire. 
But in the past five or six years, largely due 
to the pervasiveness of Internet file-sharing, 
Disc Diggers’ in-store sales have fallen 15 
percent every year. In 2004, its retail 
revenue was only a quarter of what it was 
six years ago. “We’ve seen the mean age of 
our clientele go from about 23 to 38 or so,” 
Hart explains. Watching his customer base 
dwindle has been like “a sociological study 
in computer adroitness,” he adds. “We 
watched various elements of our public 
fade away and it was like, ‘Oh, now those 
guys have learned how to download stuff. 
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expressed “condolences” many times. But 
apparently only natural disasters along 
coastlines merit sincere ones. 

Nevertheless, the terse statement does not 
compare well with the immediate reactions 
from those same ravaged countries to the 
attacks of 9/11, which did a fraction of the 
damage. Sri Lankan president Chandrika 
Kumaratunga was “deeply shocked and 
dismayed” on September 11. Indian prime 
minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee was “shocked 
and appalled ... and deeply saddened by this 
enormous tragedy.” Even leaders of Indonesia, 
the largest Muslim nation in the world, and 
Thailand, with a sizable Muslim population of 
its own, made strong public comments. 

None, however, ultimately joined Bush’s 
“coalition of the willing,” and one has to 
wonder whether that has contributed to 
Washington's brittle formality with regard to 
their plight. According to White House 
spokesman Trent Duffy, who addressed a brief 
press gaggle on Monday, Bush had not placed 
calls to any leaders of the affected countries 
(he had written letters) and had made no 
plans to send a diplomatic envoy. Had he done 
so, his claim to sincerity might have been 
more convincing. 

— David S. Bernstein 


And then those guys. And then those guys.’ 
It was tough.” 

For the past few years, Disc Diggers 
hadn't been a shiny, tidy record store. In 
truth, the place often smelled like a moldy 
dish towel. The décor was record-store chic: 
haphazardly arranged old magazine pages, 
rock-show fliers, audiophile bric-a-brac. 
CDs and tapes still came in those tall plastic 
cases reminiscent of the late ’80s, and were 
separated by dividers with handwritten 
labels. Clerks scrawled receipts on carbon 
copies. Finding quality music required 

patience; but, as the name indicated, the 
disc digging was half the fun. 

The secondhand store’s real 
_charm was its role as a fossil of a 
bygone era — that of old-school 
record-shopping culture and the 

old Davis Square. “We tried to 

be efficient and do a high 

volume, but never lose 
that touch of being a 
neighborhood used- 
record store,” Hart 
says. The rock-show- 
flier wallpaper always 
reflected the local community: posters for 
the Darlings at Toad, a WMFO benefit show 
at the Abbey Lounge, a June CD-release 
party for a Cock ’n’ Roll compilation at the 
Middle East. On Tuesday morning, one of 
the two clerks wore a hooded blue 
sweatshirt with the logo of the Someday 
Café, the comfy coffee shop around the 
corner. 

Although Disc Diggers won’t open its 
doors for customers after Friday, Hart plans 
to continue the business online. As the staff 
catalogues all the retail merchandise for the 
Web, the stock will remain in the space 
likely through the spring. So far, there’s no 
confirmation about what business will 
usurp the space, but restaurateurs have 
already made inquiries. 

Despite its continuing online presence, 
Hart says, the business really won't be the 
same without the interpersonal interactions. 
“?'m going to miss them more than I can tell 
you.” 

Disc Diggers’ Farewell Sendoff will take 
place this Saturday at Johnny D’s, 17 
Holland Street, Davis Square, with the 
Darlings, the Punk Monkeys, Tony Goddess, 
Rachael Cantu, and Simon Ritt. Call (617) 
776-2004. Visit Disc Diggers online at 
www. discdiggers.com. 






— Camille Dodero 
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CATHOLIC CHURCH 


Turning the camera on 
priest sex abuse 


When the priest at her childhood parish, in Rhode Island, 

was convicted of child molestation, personal anguish and 
f conflict led Mary Healey-Conlon to dig deeper into the 
; scandal that rocked both her church and her faith. Holy 
Water-Gate: Abuse Cover-up in the Catholic Church, a new 
documentary about the clergy sex-abuse crisis, is the result of 
her quest — a project driven by her private attempt to cope 
and to heal. 

The film, which Healey-Conlon co-produced with Boston 
resident Louise Rosen, includes chilling testimony from a 
perpetrator priest who describes his abhorrent actions, and 
from a former abuse victim who later became a priest — and a 
children’s-rights crusader — himself. The stories are so 
powerful that Healey-Conlon has arranged to have counselors 

available for audience members at next week’s screening at 
the Coolidge Corner Theatre. 

In a phone interview with the Phoenix, the filmmakers 
talked about why society needs Holy Water-Gate to better 
understand the crisis, while victims need it to make sure the 
heat stays on the Catholic Church. 


Q: What do you think this film adds to general 
understanding of the abuse scandal? 

Mary Healey-Conlon: My hope is that it will certainly deepen 
the discussion and will also explain some of the dimensions of 
how this was allowed to happen, and the depths to which 
survivors still suffer. But most importantly, | think it’s 
important for people to see and hear some of the faces behind 
the stuff they’ve read about but never seen. So in terms of 
their experience of a film, the fact that they get to see a 
perpetrator on camera whose statements speak so directly 
about the institutional mindset is very important. 


Vv 


[this just in] 


Louise Rosen: It’s not insignificant that the film has 
received the kind of attention and support that it has 
internationally. | think there’s a point to be made about why 
what has happened in the US serves to be so illuminating 
not just in the US but elsewhere. The fundamentals of law in 
America provide for the opportunity for documents and 
information about the process that the Church went through 
to conceal some of this activity to become exposed and 
revealed to the general public. Whereas the fundamentals of 
law that underpin the court system outside of the UK, in 
Western Europe, for example, would not allow the same kind 
of revelation to come forward. Internationally, the film seems 
to be welcomed because the point is made that here's an 
inside look at what has been going on where you are, but 
which you have not really seen the inside of because the 
Church has been able to conduct its business or its 
settlement of cases largely behind closed doors in places like 
Spain, Italy, France, and so on. 


Q: What was it like to interview perpetrator priest Father 
William C.? 

MHC: It was very disturbing to be with him. Oddly, he is 
charming, as many of these men are. And | felt certainly 
fortunate that he had a few days that he was willing to speak. 
He then stopped talking to any media — he did two interviews 
with two Chicago papers and then contacted a lawyer and 
stopped talking. 


Q: You grew up Catholic, and your father was a deacon. 
Did your religious beliefs influence the film, or vice 
versa? 

MHC: What was interesting and important for me was the 
sort of peeling away of my own denial about this. To be 
confronted with this, the horror of sexual abuse, really tears 
away at one’s basic and fundamental beliefs. Because on the 
one hand, you have an experience and a belief about what a 
priest is supposed to represent, and once you’re confronted 
with that, you of course can't look at it without re-examining 


your faith. So whether one is a fallen-away Catholic or 


LOOKING BACK "NEW DOG, OLD TRICKS 








whether you're a practicing Catholic, | don’t think it really 
matters. The fact of the matter is, it forces you to question 
your deepest beliefs. 


Q: Does the film suggest a course of action either to prevent 
abuse or to help the healing process? 

MHC: | find it really disheartening that [despite] all of the 
people who have come forward since there’s been really this 
pretty incredible coverage by your paper and other papers 


_ across the country — that there's still this sort of antipathy 


toward victim survivors. And | think if you look at what the 
bishops’ conferences are doing by stating that the Charter for 
the Protection of Young People is not a mandatory document 
anymore, when in Dallas in 2002 they were saying that this 
was going to be policy, and it’s really not. | think they need to 
follow their own moral, spiritual principles 


Q: How do you feel about screening the film in Boston, 
where this story exploded? 

LR: We're excited, since New England is our home, at the 
prospect of a Boston premiere. But we're also very aware that this 
issue is still very much a raw wound and has not been dealt with 
appropriately or successfully by the Church, and for a lot of people 
it’s still an area of tremendous frustration. | think that the film will 
draw attention because it provides information for anyone who's 
interested in the subject, which | would hazard to say goes well 
beyond practicing and non-practicing Catholics to anyone who's 
interested in the issue of children’s rights, and in the issue of the 
separation of church and state, and all areas of social justice. But 
| think it will also in some ways be a kind of beacon for some of 
the frustration that is still out there. So I'd say that it will be 
welcomed, but it will also be a bit of a catalyst to sort of re-enter 
discussions that need to happen. Clearly the story’s not over yet, 
and there's still more to discuss and more to be done. 

Holy Water-Gate wi// screen at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, 
January 10, at the Coolidge Corner Theatre, 290 Harvard 
Street, Brookline. Call (617) 734-2501 or visit 
www. coolidge.org. 

— Deirdre Fulton 


more than good genes to become a movie star. Take Benji (who 


Salvi attacks echo 
into present day 


Ten years ago this Thursday, on December 
30, 1994, John C. Salvi III stormed into two 
Beacon Street women’s-health clinics and 
opened fire. The 22-year-old New Hampshire 
man killed clinic receptionists Shannon 
Lowney and Lee Ann Nichols, and wounded 
five other people. He left women and their 
health-care providers scared and angry, but 
more resolved than ever to stand up to 
violence and intimidation. 

Here’s how Phoenix reporter Peter Carbonara 
described the aftermath: 


The term “abortion wars” no longer sounds 
like pro-life hyperbole. And both Brookline 
battlefields — the Planned Parenthood clinic at 
1031 Beacon Street and Preterm at 1842 
Beacon, about two miles away — bear 
unmistakable signs of casualties. There are 
impromptu memorials, lit candles, piles of 
bouquets, notes and slogans written in chalk on 
the sidewalk: wE WON’T FORGET YOU, LEANN and 
HOW MANY MORE — THE KILLINGS MUST STOP. 

At both sites, there’s been a small but steady 
stream of people, all of them somber, some in 
tears, to pay their respects. Typical was Ann 

* Marie Polillo, who made the 45-minute drive 
from Wrentham just to lay a bunch of flowers 
outside 1842 Beacon and stand for a few 
minutes in the cold. Nearby, another young 
woman knelt on the curb. An older woman in 
sunglasses stood and wept. 


In the decade since Salvi’s horrific attacks, 
according to the National Abortion Federation, 
clinics nationwide have reported 2434 acts of 
violence (everything from vandalism, butyric- 
acid attacks, and death threats, to murder), and 
82,299 acts of disruption (such as hate mail, 
picketing, and bomb threats). 

So, yes, the battles rage on. 

In memory of Shannon Lowney and Lee Ann 
Nichols, Planned Parenthood League of 
Massachusetts will host “A Service of Memory and 
Hope” at the Arlington Street Church, at 4 p.m. 
on January 12. All are welcome to attend. 

— Deirdre Fulton 

































has been played by a minimum of four different mutts through 
the 1974 release of the original Benji through this year's Benji: 
Off the Leash) as a hypothetical example. “If somebody wanted to 
clone the dog who plays Benji,” Carlson explains, “we could 
provide the raw material, as it were, in the form of a puppy that’s 
genetically identical to Benji. And then all of those various people 
who would groom and train and then film Benji would have their 
own role to play.” 

Only a living or recently deceased animal can provide tissue 


Genetic casting 


Animal film stars can’t storm off the set or refuse to make a 
sequel. But they can die, or age too quickly to finish even one 
film, let alone support a franchise of sequels. Animal-movie 
directors are routinely plagued by the hassle of replacing a star 
dog, cat, or pig with look-alikes that will fool the audience. 

But while some filmmakers have switched to CGI animation to 


solve their animal-casting problems, others are looking toward for cloning, so don’t yy ss ona race thi pate nee th 
cloning as a way to prolong a four- SPARKY COLEMAN ; 8 * 


; process isn’t perfect: environmental and 
legged actor's career. other factors caused GS&C’s first success, 
a calico cat named “CC” (for Carbon 
Copy), to wind up with different markings 
from its genetic donor. As for the ethical 
issues, critics object to the number of 
embryos that are destroyed to make a 
y) ad viable animal, and the health troubles 
that can shorten their lives — though the 
cloning industry contends that new 
techniques may curb both problems. 
In Hollywood, the organization that 
could best weigh in on this is the 
S¢ American Humane Association, which 


A San Francisco bioengineering 
company, Genetic Savings and Clone 
(www.savingsandclone.com), recently 
gained notoriety for producing the first 
successful clone of a household pet; last 
week — right in time for Christmas — 
they delivered their first pet to a paying 
customer, a woman in Texas who spent 
$50,000 for a nine-week-old kitten 
named Little Nicky. And out of “several 

monitors the treatment of animals — from 
horses to roaches — in movies and 
commercials. “At this point we don’t have an official stand on the 
issue [of animal cloning],” says Sara Spaulding, vice-president of 
communications for the AHA. “But our mission with the LA film 
office is to protect animals that are used in the making of a film. 
So we don’t have oversight at the current time for what happens 
to the animal prior to it getting to the production set.” 
By those rules, cloning could be tolerated like any other 
breeding process. But at least, one assumes, the AHA would 


hundred” clients, GS&C vice-president 
of communications Ben Carlson 
block the use of disposable stunt doubles. 


confirmed, the company has worked with 
Hollywood dogs and cats. Although 
Carlson couldn’t name the clients, to 
date they've only gone as far as “gene banking” the animals — 
preserving tissue for future cloning. That process costs less than 
a Hollywood dinner tab — $1395 up front and $100 to $150 
per year for tissue storage. An actual clone costs $50,000 for a 
cat. Genetic Savings hopes to produce dogs by next year. 

Of course, betting on a clone to act the part is as risky as... 
well, as betting on the sequel it'll star in. “The easiest way to 
conceive of what a clone is, is to think of it as a later-born 
identical twin,” says Carlson, noting that an animal actor needs 





— Chris Dahlen 
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THIS SATURDAY! 


Phoenix FLASHBACKS 





The Boston Phoenix has been covering 
the trends and events that shape our times 
since 1966. The following selections, 
culled from our back files, were compiled 
by Deirdre Fulton. 


TOUTRREAK COLIN OF ARABIA 


—tala® 


siretcharmsirong 
FRI. JANUARY 14 


JANUARY | 


Bush’s blow 
5 years ago: 
December 31, 1999 

Barry Crimmins took an early look at 
presidential wanna-be George W. Bush. 

“Texas governor George Dubyahoo 
Bush played rope-a-dope for the first sev- 
eral rounds of the fight for the Republi- 
can 2000 nomination. It proved to be a 
wise strategy, because no matter how 
many blows Bush sustained, it was obvi- 
ous he’s ineligible for brain damage.... 

“Perhaps Bush’s lackluster identity is 
an asset in a field of GOP candidates 
that includes such borderline personali- 
ties as the poster child for self-loathing, 
Alan Keyes; Gary Bauer, who is Pat 
Buchanan without the social skills; and 
Steve Forbes, the homophobic heir to a 
homosexual’s fortune. ... 

“Governor Bush has been accused re- 
peatedly of having been a major cocaine 
user in his younger days, but we must 
remember that when he was allegedly 
doing a lot of blow, most everyone who 
lived in the CIA director’s home was 
knee-deep in the stuff.” 


Under-where? 
1 years ago: 
December 30, 1994 

Briefs man Timothy Gower reflected 
on an emerging trend. 

“Clearly, a lot of men are only too 
happy to celebrate the new acceptance of 
our underthings. Rap singer Marky Mark 
even made it cool to pull your under- 
wear up around your navel and wear 
your pants down low about the hips. 
When I was in high school, this look 
would have been deemed the height of 
dorkiness. If you bent over to tie your 
shoe and so much as a glimpse of your 
white briefs peeked out from your slacks, 
entire rooms would erupt in laughter. 

“But unlike Marky Mark, I think most 
men would like to return to the days 
when we kept our briefs and boxers in 
our pants. This newfound fascination 
with our undergarments is accompanied 
by a certain amount of squeamishness. 
After all, we attach greater significance to 
our BVDs than most women might think.” 


Best of 1989 
1 5 years ago: 
December 29, 1989 

Among Ted Drozdowski’s music fa- 
vorites in 1989 were two rock bands — 
one on their way out, and another on 
their way up. 
“The Cure’s Disintegration (Elek- 
tra). An aptly named album, since band- 
leader Robert Smith threatens it will be 
the Cure’s last. It’s also a cleverly struc- 
tured concept LP, and one of the year’s 
most intelligently integrated, fully realized 
works. It’s songs mesh seamlessly, bound 
by their full-throttle psychedelia, the de- 
pression in Smith’s always unhinged vo- 
cals, and his plainspoken lyrics detailing 
the wrenching end of a marriage. 
“The Pixies. This adventurous local 
outfit became the little band that could. 
The Pixies followed their UK success 
with a US major-label release, Doolittle 
(4AD/Elektra), that stormed the college 
charts and broke into progressive AOR 
radio. Next came a series of triumphant, 
celebratory local shows at the Paradise 
and Citi that promised even better 
things than ‘This Monkey’s Gone to 
Heaven’ and ‘Debaser.’ ” 
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Ronald Reagan-induced cinematic Reign 
of Sappiness. 

“Probably the most appropriate release 
for 1984 was The Killing Fields. Its drama- 
tization of Cambodia in ‘Year Zero,’ as de- 
clared by the Khmer Rouge during their 
bloody Reign of Terror, has the power of 
an Orwellian vision. Here in America, 
though, we've been having a Reign of 
Sappiness. Patriotism is not only the last 
refuge of scoundrels but also the first 
priority for schoolchildren. The nuclear 
family has bounced back, along with the 
nuclear-arms race. Reagan has become 
the embodiment of Benign Neglect — but 
he’s managed to accent the benign. And 
under his God-mom-and-apple-pie 
influence a halo of Terms of Endearment 
filmmaking has fallen over our directors’ 
heads and onto their necks, cutting off 
the circulation to the brain. It’s not just 
that a lot of Hollywood moviemakers are 
laying eggs — it’s that they’re also react- 
ing to right-wing shifts in the culture by 
burying their heads in the Malibu sand.” 


Pot profits 


2 5 years ago: 

January 1, 1980 

A “Z” entry from D.C. Denison’s ency- 
clopedia of the ’70s. 

“Zig Zag. As marijuana begins to flirt 
with big business, rolling papers do a 
tremendous business. At E-Z Wilder, for 
example, sales go from 18 million book- 
lets in 1974 to 70 million in ’78. Along 
the way the company spends $500,000 
on advertising, ficlds a hang-gliding 
team, and sponsors a Mini-Indy race car. 
Co-founder Burton Rubin tells Forbes, 
‘We’re after the middle-class suburban 
market. That’s where the growth is.’ ” 
Not lovin’ it 
30 years ago: 

January 7, 1975 

R.D. Rosen watched a franchise 
stretch its tentacles to Cambridge. 

“What happened at 463 Mass Ave in 
Cambridge on December 20, 1974, has 
occurred more than 3200 times in the 
history of this country. Golden fields of 
buns waited patiently beneath their thin 
cellophane covertures. A pink plethora 
of all-beef patties started their slow siz- 
zle. The employees, mostly local high- 
school students beginning at $2.10 an 
hour (10 cents above the new minimum 
wage) warmed to their work, some of 
them quietly rehearsing the obligatory 
‘Thank you, and have a nice day.’ 

“Then the doors were unlocked and 
the good people of Central Square, 
eager to have their palates serviced at a 
low, low price, streamed in out of the 
winter sunlight and dutifully queued up 
at the counter, performing like the ex- 


REALITY CHECK 





NEW NEIGHBORS: did somebody 
say McDonald’s? 


tras they are in the great culinary drama 
of fast food.” 


Hands on Hoffman 
3 years ago: 
January 7, 1970 

Deac Rossell observed Little Big Man 
director Arthur Penn on set in Calgary, 
Canada. 

“When he directs, Penn is not a field 
marshal ordering his troops through a 
series of complex maneuvers. He be- 
comes the personal embodiment of the 
whole project. Shooting Scene 277, he 
personally acts out [Dustin] Hoffman’s 
part and the captain’s part, and repeat- 
edly shows the captain’s aide just how to 
manhandle Hoffman when he comes 
around from behind to arrest the sus- 
pected renegade. Then, as the camera 
rolls and the actors speak their lines, 
Penn is a bundle of tension and concen- 
tration, kneeling beside the heavy bulk 
of the Mitchell camera. As Hoffman 
speaks, Penn twists, turns, throws a few 
shadow punches, grinning and grimac- 
ing until some misstep breaks his in- 
volvement and he calls for another take, 
or decides on a new bit of action.” 


Where are they now? 

Barry Crimmins is a comedian and the 
author of Never Shake Hands with a War 
Criminal (Seven Stories Press). Timothy 
Gower is a freelance writer based in Cape 
Cod. Ted Drozdowski is a freelance music 
writer for the Phoenix. Michael Sragow 
is a film critic for the Baltimore Sun. 
D.C. Denison is technology editor for the 
Boston Globe. R.D. Rosen is an award- 
winning mystery novelist. 


by David Sipress 
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Cape town | | 


Not sure what to throw on with that little 
cocktail dress? A capelet may be the solution. 


HEN IT COMES to seasonal cover-ups, it’s difficult to keep 

them all straight. It’s nice to have options, but sometimes 

too many can be downright overwhelming. What would 
look best with that new outfit — a bolero or a shrug? A poncho or a 
shawl? A stole or a wrap? 
How about a miniature cape? Better known as a capelet, this 
hot little fashion accent might just be the answer to this 
season’s cover-up questions. Capes aren’t just for 
superheroes and Little Red Riding 
Hood; they’ve been modified, 
miniaturized, and feminized 





of capelets from which to choose. The mint-green Quincey 
capelet ($128) is a lightweight, breezy, waist-length cape made of 
extra-soft mohair that ties at the neck. Available at Anthropologie on- 
line is the crocheted Bed of Roses capelet by Lulu Guinness 
($248). This adorable raspberry drape, with pink wool flowers 
perched on each shoulder, will make you feel like the belle of the ball. 
Looking for a capelet that goes with everything? Check out the mul- 
ticolor knit capelet by Free People ($112), available at Olive 


Where to find it: 





moon signs 


BY SYMBOLINE DAI 






























































OU REALIZE THAT designating December 31 as 

“year’s end” is basically arbitrary, right? Ten days 
after the solstice, three months before the spring equi- 
nox — what makes this a “new year”? Why not at 
some other time? Lord knows we could use the hoopla 
and celebration around January 17 or, say, February 3, 
when the wheels of winter have ground our psyches 
into slush. If I sound grumpy, well, these short days 
take their toll. Don’t get me started on so-called Day- 
light Saving Time. But happy New Year, anyway. 


Thursday, December 30 


Waning moon in Leo. An all-day void-of-course moon 
and Venus/Mars action in Sagittarius mean that fire 
signs (and especially Aries) are all about the love, bub. Attrac 


tive and impatient, they’re magnets. Of course, some of what 
they attract are the human equivalent of iron filings. Leo, if no 
one has changed your litter box, change it yourself. Just make 
sure no one sees. VOC 9:54 a.m. to 12:33 a.m. Friday 


Friday, December 31 

Waning moon in Virgo. Did you get the nice napkins? 

How about the party hats? Did you get the right party 
hats? Awash in trivia, celebrants who remain astrologically un 
aware propel themselves pell-mell into irrelevant diversions 
Virgo, this could be your lucky day, but be warned: you're 
feistier than you think. Ditto Sagittarius, but you think it’s all 
fun. Hey, fun is possible, particularly for Libra, Capricorn, fire 


signs, and Virgo, despite what | just wrote 


Saturday, January 1 

Waning moon in Virgo. Happy New Year. List of reso 
lutions completed? Check. Resolutions kept? Quite 
possibly, particularly for Capricorn and Taurus. Virgo may over 
do it, e.g., “If | can get by on 1500 calories a day, maybe | 
should have made it 1475. 
with people you don’t enjoy, so solitude beckons invitingly 


" Pisces, feeling lonely? Hang 


Sunday, January 2 


Waning moon in Virgo/Libra. A morning void-of 





course means it’s easy to get going in the wrong di 
rection. Fortunately, afternoon astrology favors flexibility wher 
it comes to relationships or diplomacy. Libra, look for ways tc 
be generous to others. Sometimes this just means letting 
them talk about themselves. Aries, is this you? It could be 
VOC 1:23 to 11:19 a.m 


Monday, January 3 

Waning moon in Libra. A great day for women with a 

lot of air in their chart. (Because they’l! buoy the rest 
of us, that’s why.) Libra, you may think you’re scattered, but 
today you need to take charge and make things go your way 
Cancer, you'll be happier if you can realize that 
for you today. It is, however, for Aquarius types, who are in the 
middle of some fabulous star stuff that makes them passion 


s not the story 






ately curious about strange customs 





Tuesday, January 4 
Waning moon in Libra/Scorpio. An all-day void-of- 







course moon means mix-ups are possible in commu- 






nication, measurements, or assessments. It’s a great date 
night, but keep plans open-ended until dinner time. Libra, 
you may think you have to make a decision, but you'll have 
more clarity on Friday. Scorpio enters a two-day zone of being 








into an ultra-chic, must-have 
accessory. If you’re hesitant 
to invest in yet another 


¢ Anthropologie, 300 Boylston Street, Chestnut Hill, (617) 559-9995; 
799 Boylston Street, Boston, (617) 262-0545; www.anthropologie.com. 
¢ Banana Republic, various locations; www.bananarepublic.com. 


the go-to guy/gal for those who need someone who will cut to 
the chase. VOC 9:20 a.m. to 7 p.m 









trendy trimming that may 
go with only one or two 
outfits, rest assured that 
the capelet is extremely 
versatile. 
For a night out on the 
town, tie on a pink or 
black lacy hand-knit capelet by 
Anna Kula ($87), from Girlshop. 
Made of merino wool and accented 
with a satin ribbon, this lightweight 
mini cape can dress up an other- 
wise ordinary outfit. For something 
fancier, head to Bebe, where you'll 
find an elegant gold sequined 
capelet ($98). This dainty, antique- 
» looking cape comes with a wide gold- 
silk tie and is perfect for evenings 
that aren’t too cold. Equally 
charming is Bebe’s brown 
floral lace capelet ($54), a 
®, satin-trimmed, scallop-edged 
cover-up that can add girly 
flair to any outfit. 
Anthropologie, the store 
} that’s always well-stocked with all 
things delicate and feminine, has a plethora 





* Burberry, 2 Newbury Street, Boston, (617) 236-1000; www.burberry.com. 


* Bebe, Copley Place Mall, 100 Huntington Avenue, Boston, (617) 267-2323; 
Atrium Mall, 300 Boylston Street, Chestnut Hill, (617) 928-1508; www.bebe.com. 

* Girlshop, www.girlshop.com. 

* Olive and Bette’s, www.oliveandbettes.com. 





and Bette’s. This little fringed cover-up is cozy and casual and looks 
perfect with a pair of jeans. 

If you’re into the fur look this season, but don’t want to offend any 
critters (or the people who love them), there are plenty of faux-fur 
capelets at your disposal. Girlshop offers a pink leopard-print 
capelet by Wendy Hil ($193). If the pink is too faux-looking, you 
may want to opt for the more traditional brown leopard capelet 
by Lulu Guinness ($214). This elegant wrap ties with a satin ribbon 
and is as classy as it is sexy. Not a fan of felines? Check out the Dal- 
matian-print capelet by Trina Turk ($205) at Olive and Bette’s 
for an ultra-soft, super-cute miniature cape with a hot-pink satin lining. 
For something more subtle and less daring, perhaps a white faux-fur 
capelet ($64.99) from Banana Republic is more suitable. It comes 
with a bejeweled brooch for an added touch of sophistication. 

Finally, if you have to brave the elements, you might as well do it in 
style with the black cotton trench capelet ($395) from Burberry. 
With the traditional Burberry pattern on the inside, this upscale minia- 
ture cape is sure to keep you on fashion’s cutting edge while your 
shoulders stay dry. 

— Darcy Heitzke 
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Wednesday, January 5 
Waning moon in Scorpio. A fine day for brewing beer 
or making sauerkraut. Or consuming the same. Isn't 












it strange that certain foods and activities are connected to 
the zodiac? But Scorpio is probably nodding and ordering an- 







other sauerbraten (perfect winter food). Taurus, are you plan- 
ning your garden? Or something else happening far in the fu- 
ture? Good. ES 





































KEY TO MOON SIGNS 


This horoscope traces the passage of the moon, not the sun. Simply 
read from day to day to watch the moon's influence as it moves 
through the signs of the zodiac 

When the moon is in your sun sign, you are beginning a new 28-day 
emotional cycle, and you can expect increased insight and emotionality 
When the moon moves into the sun sign opposite yours (see below), 
expect to have difficulties dealing with the opposite sex, family, or 
authority figures; social or romantic activities will not be at their best 

When the moon is in Aries, it opposes Libra, and vice versa. Other 
oppositions are Taurus/Scorpio, Gemini/Sagittarius, Cancer/ 
Capricorn, Leo/Aquarius, and Virgo/Pisces. The moon stays in each 
sign approximately two and a half days 

As the moon moves between signs, it will sometimes become “void 
of course,” making no major angles to planets. Consider this a null 
time and try to avoid making or implementing decisions if you can 
But it’s great for brainstorming 

For Symboline Dai’s sun-sign horoscopes and advice column, visit 
our Web site at www.bostonphoenix.com 




























































Symboline Dai can be reached at sally@moonsigns.net. 












OUT THERE 


When did T-shirts 
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just another ironic 
wink at the world? 


Toal 


BY ALAN OLIFSON 


Io far 


[- t 
he r and Bachelore 
; J 
v 4 





PIZZA + PASTA + SUBS 
BREAKFAST 
LUNCHEON SPECIALS 
7AM - MIDNIGHT 
7 DAYS A WEEK 
DELIVERY 11AM -11PM 


662 CENTRE ST. 
JAMAICA PLAIN 


ORDERS TO GO 


(617) 524-9461 



































woman approached me. “Oh my God, that’s 

so weird, you went to Georgetown Day 
School?” she said. “So did I. When were you 
there?” 

“lm sorry, you must have me confused with 
someone else,” I replied. “I never went to 
Georgetown.” 

“Then why are you wearing a Georgetown 
Day School T-shirt? It’s even got our cricket mas- 
cot on it.” 

“Oh,” I said, with what I hoped was dignified 
finality. She continued staring at me. “Um,” I 
added, helpfully. 

She had busted me. I was indeed wearing a 
Georgetown Day School T-shirt. But I had 
never gone to or heard of or had any thoughts 
whatsoever about Georgetown Day School. I 
bought the shirt at a thrift store because I liked 
the colors and the retro design. And now here I 
was, face to face with an actual alumna. Not 
until this moment did it ever occur to me that 
Georgetown Day School was a real place, 
where real people went to school — during the 
day, apparently. The cricket mascot, its profile 
enclosed in.a circle on my shirt, was also prob- 
ably painted on the school’s walls and, quite 
possibly, existed somewhere as a mascot cos- 
tume with an oversize head. 

After I explained, with considerable embar- 
rassment, how I had come to own the shirt, the 
woman walked off, leaving me feeling vaguely 
guilty. Like I had stolen something from her. 

I had hit fashion rock bottom. When did it 
come to this? When did I resort to buying other 
people’s memories? 

I've always loved T-shirts. But they used to be 
a celebration of my own individuality and per- 
sonal experience. After all, I grew up in the gold- 
en age of the iron-on. J don’t know who invent- 
ed the iron-on, but he or she was the Gutenberg 
of the clothing industry — taking self-expres- 
sion-through-T-shirt down from the cloistered 
towers of elite silk-screeners to the people. At no 
time before in history were so many free to say 
so much with such a vast array of unicorns and 
rainbows. 

My favorite iron-on involved the menacing 
a caricature of a soccer player, eyes bulging with 
? 4 manic glee, kicking a soccer ball with superhu- 
man force — said force indicated by a rainbow 
streak in the ball’s wake. On the back was my 
name in giant metallic letters. The shirt de- 
clared, “My name is Alan, I play soccer, and I 
kick the ball so hard, rainbows shoot out. Back 
the fuck off.” I loved that shirt. Until I was walk- 
ing to school one day and some high-school 
kids drove by and yelled, “Nice shirt, Alan!” My 
first thought was, “Damn straight it is,” but then 
I realized what was going on. I may have only 
been 12, but I knew a mocking tone when I 
heard one. I never wore the shirt again. 

But just because iron-ons were no longer fash- 
ionably feasible didn’t mean I was going to stop 
expressing my individuality on 100 percent cot- 
ton. I moved on to questionably appropriate 
joke T-shirts — the iron-on of the ’80s. A small 
sampling of my wardrobe: an obese woman call- 
ing out, “Henry, where are you?” to the skinny 
man stuck in the butt crack of her naked back- 
side; the adventures of Captain Condom, which 
probably needs no further explanation; and, my 
favorite, Scumby — Gumby with a five-o’clock 
shadow, beer belly, cigarette, and a bottle of 
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Jack. Simple, elegant. 

Once I started college, and in the interest of 
possibly getting laid, I retired Scumby and grad- 
uated to a more mature form of T-shirt expres- 
sion, Le., the commemorative T-shirt. Instead of 
branding myself with displays of questionable 
humor, I now branded myself with displays of 
experience. 

The most common was, of course, the 
obscure-concert T. Concert T-shirts were great 
because they answered the age-old question, “I 
know I’m cool for seeing Mary’s Danish tonight, 
but next week how will Wendy Baum in my Art 
History 2A section know I’m cool for seeing 
Mary’s Danish tonight?” 

I never fully embraced the concert T-shirt, 
though. I mean, sure, wearing a shirt from an 
obscure band’s tour could feel hip, but actually 
waiting in line with a bunch of stoned losers for 
30 minutes after the show to buy it felt more sad 
than anything else. 

Of course, concerts weren't the only thing 
being commemorated when I was in college. 
Silk-screening had really come into its own by 
then, allowing drunk college students to com- 
memorate any event with a reasonably priced 
shirt. This meant the market was flooded with 
T’s depicting popular TV and comic-strip charac- 
ters drinking out of kegs or smoking bongs. 

After college, my use of T-shirts as expression 
began to wane. Partly because I wasn’t going to 
as many events that lent themselves ¢<o T-shirt 
commemoration — an image of Calvin and 
Hobbes trying to stay awake over the caption 
WEEKLY STAFF MEETING '04 isn’t such compelling 
fare. Nor is ZACH’Ss BRIS, for that matter. Plus, in 
the workaday world, simplicity and versatility 
started trumping expressior in my early-morn- 
ing fashion decisions. “What does this say about 
who I am?” gave way to, “Does this match?” 

Then one day I showed up to work in an 
outfit composed entirely of items purchased at 
the Gap, down to my underwear and socks. } 

Something had gone horribly wrong. 

And so [ hit the thrift stores, determined to re- 
claim my sense of individual fashion. But I made 
a mistake and gave in to trend. I should have 
stuck to the old thrift-store staple of obnoxious 
patterned oxford shirts and cheap jackets — 
items that let you mix and match and make your 
own statement. But I was seduced by the ironic 
vintage T-shirt, with its promise of prepackaged 
meaning and history. I bought Georgetown Day 
School. 

T-shirts used to be about commemorating 
events we'd actually experienced, making the 
fleeting, in some small way, permanent. But now 
they’re just another ironic wink at the world — 
mocking the experiences of others in lieu of rel- 
ishing our own. I fell for it once, but never 
again. I’m going to go back to making my own 
T-shirts, and I’m bringing back the iron-on. Any- 
one want a copy of my first one? It’s LasT ‘ouT 
THERE’ COLUMN OF 2004. @ 


Send old T-shirts to Alan Olifson at alan@olifson 
.com. 





[ Straight Dope | 


BY CECIL ADAMS 


My girlfriend told me that on a recent walking tour of Boston, the 
guide told her about the city’s molasses disaster of 1919. Apparently 
a huge tank of molasses crumbled, sending a “tidal wave of molasses 
traveling 35 mph” down the street, where it proceeded to kill several 
people and many horses. A little research on the Internet uncovered 
that such an event seems to have occurred, but even the most skepti- 
cal of Web sites still relates that the molasses moved at 35 mph. In 
January, no less. My question is: in 1919, how could they have pos- 
sibly measured that speed? Is it simply another exaggeration in this 
already hyperbolized story? Is any of it to be believed? 

James 
New York 


Oh, the great molasses flood definitely happened. Twenty- 
one people died, 150 were injured, and nearby buildings were 
reduced to kindling. Molasses traveling at 35 mph in January is 
impossible, you say? If photos of the aftermath and eyewitness 
testimony don’t change your mind, you can do as I did and 
check with a professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology. After reviewing four pages of calculations, I’d say it’s 
clear that when a 50-foot-tall tank of any liquid gives way, the 
contents are going to do more than just ooze. 

Comical though it seems now, the blackstrap flood was no 
laughing matter. As the story is told in Dark Tide: The Great 
Boston Molasses Flood of 1919 by Stephen Puleo (Beacon Press, 
2003), the sticky liquid was stored in a massive dockside tank 
in Boston’s crowded North End. Ninety feet in diameter, with a 
capacity of 2.3 million gallons, the tank had been hastily con- 
structed in 1915 by a subsidiary of the United States Industrial 
Alcohol Company. The firm shipped molasses from Caribbean 
ports to plants in the US, where it was distilled into alcohol, 
used back then in the manufacture of gunpowder and other 
munitions. Demand had increased sharply with the outbreak of 
war in Europe, and USIA hoped to cash in. 

Construction of the tank was overseen, or, more accurately, 
gazed stupidly at, by Arthur Jell, a bean counter with no techni- 
cal background. Anxious to complete the tank in time for the ar- 
rival of the first molasses shipment, Jell forwent the elementary 
precaution of filling it first with water to test for leaks. Once mo- 
lasses was pumped in, the tank leaked so copiously at the seams 
that neighborhood kids collected the drippings in cans. When an 
alarmed employee complained, Jell’s response was to have the 
tank painted brown so the leaks wouldn't be so noticeable. 

With the war ending and demand for industrial alcohol plum- 
meting, USIA decided to distill molasses into grain alcohol for 
liquor before Prohibition killed the market for good. On January 
12 and 13, 1919, a tanker filled the huge vessel almost to the 
brim. Two days later, at about half-past noon, the tank gave way 
with a roar, sending out a wave of molasses variously estimated 
at eight to 15 feet high. Many nearby were drowned, or crushed 
when buildings fell on them. Rescuers were hampered by the 
knee-high tide of congealing goo; the last victim, a deliveryman, 
wasn’t found for 11 days — he and his truck had been swept 
into the harbor. 

How fast did the initial surge of molasses travel? Experts and 
eyewitnesses agreed on 35 mph, but we needn't take their word 
for it. I consulted with Gareth McKinley, professor of mechanical 
engineering at MIT, and learned that the theoretical maximum 
rate of flow for a (roughly) 50-foot column of liquid, ignoring 
density and viscosity, was 38 mph. Surprisingly, molasses’ stiff- 
ness would have slowed things only a bit — the flow rate would 
have been mostly a function of inertia (i.e., mass) rather than 
viscosity. Bottom line: 35 mph was a pretty good guess. 

An inquiry found the disaster was due to inadequate con- 
struction; USIA paid out more than $600,000 in damages (at 
least $6.6 million in today’s money). The timing gives one 
pause, though. In September 1918, a few months before the 
flood, the Red Sox won the World Series — an event that, in 
light of its subsequent rarity, surely constituted a major distur- 
bance in the force. Now the Red Sox have given fate the finger 
once more. Come January, Boston fans noticing a distant rum- 
ble and a funny smell will have to wonder: is that just the 
subway, or is it payback time again? ae 


Comments, questions? Take it up with Cecil on the Straight 


Dope Message Board, www.straightdope.com, or write him at the 
Boston Phoenix, 126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 02215. 
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DON’T QUOTE ME 





BY DAN KENNEDY 


DAM CURRY, the fortysomething fot 

mer MTV VJ who’s reinvented himself 

as the godfather of podcasting — that 
is, downloadable audio programming for MP3 
players — is shooting the breeze with writer 
Annalee Newitz, who’s flown to Curry’s home 
outside London to interview him for Wired 
magazine. It’s mid December, and Curry is 
recording the latest edition of his podcast, 
The Daily Source Code, at a local Starbucks, 
the only place he can get a broadband con- 
nection. He and Newitz opened the show by 
shooting the breeze. Now he’s showing her a 
computerized map of Berlin — not exactly 
great audio. “You see how easy it is to fill up 
10 minutes of MP3 space?” he says. “We just 
did 10 minutes. It’s easy. It’s easy. And people 
eat this shit up.” 

Well, that’s debatable. The Daily Source 
Code — an eclectic, 40-minute-long mix of 
tech talk, music (the Lascivious Biddies are a 
current Curry favorite), and freeform patter — 
can be somewhat less compelling than its host 
might wish. But the merits of his own pro- 
gram aside, there is little doubt that Curry 
may be on to something big. Barely five 
months ago, he released the first version of 
iPodder, software he developed that makes it 
easy for your computer to locate audio files, 
organize them by subject, and download the 
ones you like to your portable player. (The 
term “podcasting” comes from Apple’s iPod, 
the most popular such player.) By December, 
more than 2000 podcasts were already online, 
with the number growing every day. 

Curry has quickly established himself as a 
chirpy evangelist for this new technology, 
talking about RSS feeds and coding trivia 
with the same enthusiasm he once reserved 
for, say, Duran Duran. I couldn’t reach Curry 
for comment; one e-mail I sent to him 
bounced, and he didn’t respond to another. 
(No surprise: he’s been spending quite a bit 
of time in the Netherlands tending to his 
mother, who recently underwent surgery 
there.) But in a recent profile on The World, a 
radio show co-produced by Boston’s WGBH, 
the BBC, and Public Radio International, 
Curry said he would be happy to be known 
as “the Ed Sullivan of podcasting,” adding, 
“You don’t need a hell of a lot of talent. You 
just gotta be nice, and have your ears open, 
and let people shine.” 

For technology that has been around only 
since August, podcasting has already attracted 
a lot of notice; the New York Times, the Boston 
Globe, London’s Guardian, Time magazine, the 
Los Angeles Times, and Newsweek’s Web site 
have all run stories on it. There’s something 
about the idea of an alternative to getting 
stuck in your car with Rush Limbaugh or sports 
radio that has captured people’s imagination, 
even if the reality of podcasting right now falls 
considerably short of the promise. “In a sense, 
the meta-story is that something this cool can 


feed 


YOUR 






yr | | 


happen that fast. It’s a sign of the overall 
health of innovation,” says University of Ten- 
nessee law professor Glenn Reynolds, whose 
popular InstaPundit.com weblog often touts 
such advances as audio and video blogging. 

Podcasting could be a passing fad — or it 
could evolve into the most serious challenge 
to commercial radio since television. Radio’s 
descent into bottom-line-oriented irrelevance, 
sped by the 1996 repeal of any meaningful 
controls on corporate ownership, has been 
well-documented. Other than public radio, 
which is thriving, the best-known alternative 
to the commercial AM and FM bands is satel- 
lite radio, which got a big boost in visibility in 
2004 thanks to former NPR host Bob Ed- 
wards’s move to the XM network and Howard 
Stern’s $500 million deal with Sirius. 

But satellite requires a new radio receiver 
and costs around $10 a month. Podcasting, by 
contrast, is free, at least for the moment, and 
assuming you've already got a broadband con- 
nection, a reasonably new computer, and an 
MP3 player. Moreover, with podcasting there 
is little or no barrier to entry. Many podcasts 
are simply MP3 versions of existing radio pro- 
grams that may not be carried on a station 
you can receive, or that may not be broadcast 
at a convenient time — hence the oft-repeated 


Public 
podding 


OR COMMERCIAL RADIO, podcasting is 

mainly a threat: if you offer Rush Lim- 
baugh’s show as a free download, you're 
inviting listeners to skip the advertising. In 
public radio, the calculation is rather differ- 
ent. The idea is to get the programming into 
the ears of as many folks as possible. A per- 
son who writes a check because he heard it 
on his iPod is just as valuable as one who 
was listening on her car radio while driving 
to work. 

Boston's two public-radio powerhouses - 
WGBH (89.7 FM) and WBUR (90.9 FM) — 
are both dipping their toes into the waters 
of podcasting. WGBH is actually something 
of a pioneer: its weekly Morning Stories, a 
seven-or-so-minute Slice of life produced by 
Tony Kahn, was one of the first public radio 
programs offered for podcast. Kahn is cur- 
rently recovering from emergency coronary- 
bypass surgery, and was unavailable for 
comment. But his associate producer, Gary 
Mott, is convinced that podcasting, or 
something like it, is the future of radio. “| 
think the next generation of media con- 
sumers /.e., our children are going to 
grow up in an environment where they’re not 
going to be making appointments to watch 
television shows and listen to radio pro- 
grams. They’re going to want content on 
demand,” he says. Bob Lyons, the station’s 
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Podcasting is DIY 


radio for programmers 


and listeners alike. 
Will it save us from 
corporate radio? 


Or further isolate 


us inside our own 
miniature media worlds? 


phrase that podcasting is “TiVo for radio.” 
Among these are most of Air America Radio’s 
shows, the left-leaning daily news program 
Democracy Now!, and, closer to home, 
WGBH’s Morning Stories series. 

Nevertheless, the heart and soul of podcast- 
ing are shows put together by dedicated DIY 
amateurs, such as The Dawn and Drew Show, a 
rambling, R-rated dialogue between a young 
married couple in rural Wisconsin. (As with 
satellite radio, podcasts are not regulated by 
the Federal Communications Commission. The 
agency’s indecency rules apply only to broad- 
cast radio and television, on the theory that 
broadcasters use a scarce, publicly owned re- 
source: the airwaves.) Or Two Rights, a not- 
ready-for-prime-time gabfest hosted by two 
conservative men. Or The Super Smart Radio 
Whore Sex Show, which, alas, isn’t even smart, 
never mind super smart. Or The iPodlounge 
Podcast, dedicated to every podcast listener’s 
favorite toy. 

“Programming has been taken over by Clear 
Channel, and I’ve been kind of wondering 
what people were going to do,” says John 
Perry Barlow, a former lyricist for the Grateful 
Dead who writes frequently about the online 
world. “The possibility of ending this monopo- 
listic situation on the part of the government 


director of radio and new-media initiatives, 
adds that he believes podcasting is “differ- 
ent enough from radio” that it will actually 
lead to changes in content, and become 
more personal and intimate. 

The Boston University-owned WBUR has 
been slower to embrace podcasting, but that 
day is coming. Sometime soon — probably in 
late January — the station will begin offering 
the local stories that it reports as part of 
Morning Edition as a daily podcast, says Jon 
Marston, who is WBUR's Web developer. But 
Marston is worried that providing free down- 
loads may encourage people to set up their 
software to grab them automatically, whether 
they listen to them or not — a considerable 
expense for the station. Noting that down- 
loads of the public radio program This Ameri- 
can Life are available — for a fee — through 
the commercial service Audible.com, Marston 
says WBUR is exploring ways to sell down- 
loads as well. 

Robin Lubbock, WBUR's director of new 
media, believes that the chief disadvantage 
of podcasting is that it disconnects listeners 
from local radio — from the up-to-the-minute 
news and other information they’re missing 
by jacking into prerecorded content. Lubbock 
foresees a time when one device — perhaps 
a combination cell phone/digital organizer/ 
wireless Internet device — will provide ready 
access to live radio and archived content si- 
multaneously. 

“Maybe podcasting,” he says, “is one step on 
the way to something even more immediate.” 


— DK 





is minimal. Somebody had to do something, 
and I guess this is kind of a natural, organic 
response. That’s cool.” 

It’s the combination of being able to time- 
shift radio shows that you’d like to listen to 
but can’t, along with the ability of almost any- 
one to become a do-it-yourself radio host, that 
imbues podcasting with such potential, and 
that promises to turn it into as big a phenome- 
non in 2005 as text blogging has been for 
much of this decade. “If you imagine an Inter- 
net that is as ubiquitous as the air through 
which the radio waves go, then two and two is 
four. You suddenly are pushing information 
from a source to an interested party without 
having to go through the [broadcast] tower 
and also through the [FCC] license,” says Har- 
vard Law School professor Jonathan Zittrain, 
who is faculty co-director of the school’s Berk- 
man Center for Internet and Society. 

It’s a liberating prospect. But at a time 
when our national conversation is already 
breaking down along ideological, cultural, 
and religious lines, the notion that one more 
aspect of our social consciousness may atom- 
ize into a million bits of niche-oriented nar- 
rowcasts offers reason to pause. Any poten- 
tial alternative to right-wing talk, profit- 
pumping sleaze, and the millionth or so spin 
of Who’s Next is welcome news. But new 
technology rarely works out the way that 
optimists expect. 


HEN BRIAN Ibbott arrives home from 

his day job at a software company near 
Denver, Colorado, he often as not heads for 
his basement. Three evenings a week, he fires 
up his home studio — a laptop computer, a 
professional-quality microphone, and a wall 
full of CDs — to record Coverville, a half-hour 
audio program featuring cover songs. The 
fare is eclectic, ranging from the Ramones 
slamming their way through Bob Dylan’s “My 
Back Pages” to Norah Jones’s breathy rendi- 
tion of the Hank Williams standard “Cold, 
Cold Heart.” 

Coverville is slick and entertaining enough 
for radio, but you can’t hear it on a broadcast 
station. Ibbott, you see, is a pioneering pod- 
caster, launching Coverville in late September. 5 
Already, between 3000 and 4000 people sub- 
scribe, automatically downloading new shows 
as soon he places them online. “The format 
and the technology are just the perfect combi- 
nation to make this work. Potentially this 
thing could grow into a really huge industry,” 
says the 36-year-old Ibbott, who pays a mod- 
est licensing fee to ASCAP and BMI to keep 
the copyright cops at bay. 

In a sense, podcasting is just the latest ex- 
ample of how the dot-com crash of 2000 lib- 
erated the Internet from the unrealistic expec- 
tation of instant wealth, fostering a new cli- 
mate of grassroots innovation. Google, the 
paradigmatic post-crash Internet company, i 
started small and kept its focus modest for i 
several years before finally cashing in. And 
podcasters such as Ibbott, like the text blog- 
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gers before them, have no idea whether 
they’ll ever be able to make any money. Ib- 
bott has a modest advertising arrangement 
with a company that sells podcasting soft- 
ware. I’ve heard ads on a few other podcasts 
as well. But Ibbott says the deal he’s got bare- 
ly covers his expenses, and he’s not certain 
that will ever change. “There’s not really a 
business model yet for how people can start 
making money with this,” he says. “I’d love to 
do this as a business, absolutely. I’m not sure 
how.” 

Of course, as is often the case with new 
technology, the reality of podcasting may turn 
out to be fairly quotidian. Public-access chan- 
nels on local cable systems, once hailed as the 
cutting edge of community-based media, now 
consist mostly of such fare as middle-school 
Christmas concerts, the occasional awkward 
interview program, and text announcements 
reminding viewers about the date of the next 
recycling day. There are more than five mil- 
lion bloggers online, according to Techno- 
rati.com, but only a handful are worth read- 
ing, although that handful is very good in- 
deed. Podcasting promises to be more like 
blogging than like public-access cable. 
Whether it will — or should — amount to 
more than that is, at this point, an open ques- 
tion. 

Among the truest of the true believers is 
Chris McIntyre, who hosts a Web site called 
PodcastAlley.com. McIntyre’s aim is to track 
down as many podcasts as he can, offer a 
description, and let users rank them on a 
scale of one to five. McIntyre, a 26-year-old 
graphic designer, first heard about podcast- 
ing during the fall, and wasted no time in 
making it the center of his life: he registered 
the domain name on October 28 and de- 
signed the site while he was moving from 
Chicago to Nashville, where he now lives. 
PodcastAlley.com now attracts about 35,000 
to 40,000 hits a day, he says. 





“Tm all about new forms of receiving infor- 
mation and the ways to get information easi- 
er,” he told me last week when I reached him 
in snowbound Indiana, where he was visiting 
his family. “I’ve always been interested in 
radio, but I’ve never liked the way they force 
programs that you don’t want to listen to 
down your throat.” 

Like Brian Ibbott, McIntyre wouldn’t mind 
finding a way to make an income from the 
world of podcasting — he’s starting his own 
podcast soon, explaining it will be a podcast 
about podcasts (so we’ve come to that) — but 
he’s not sure how to monetize his bliss. At 
this point, podcasting is still in the hobbyist 
stage. And it’s clear that as workable as the 
technology is now, it’s going to have to get a 
whole lot better for podcasting to appeal to 
anyone outside a relatively small cult. 

Jonathan Zittrain, the Harvard Law profes- 
sor, talks about 
a wireless, al- 
ways-on Inter- 
net that’s avail- 
able wherever 
you go, com- 
bined with such 
innovations as 
’Net-enabled car 
radios. Mark 
Glaser, a colum- 
nist for the Online Journalism Review, recently 
wrote a piece about podcasting in which he 
noted that four million iPods have been sold 
— but that 650 million cell phones would be 
purchased in 2004 alone. If the Internet were 
everywhere, and if every cell phone were 
equipped to tap into the ’Net, then, overnight, 
podcasts would have a vastly greater poten- 
tial reach than they do today. 

Last week Glaser, who’s based in San Fran- 
cisco, told me that he thinks the next step is 
for manufacturers to equip MP3 players with 
built-in Internet access — “a no-brainer,” as 


Podcasting could be a 
passing fad — or it could 
evolve into the most serious 
challenge to commercial 
radio since television. 





he put it, since it would eliminate the need 
for a computer to download shows. To Glaser, 
podcasting, like satellite radio, is drawing 
people away from traditional broadcast radio 
because it gives them choices they wouldn't 
otherwise have. 

Still, Glaser observes that the alternatives 
remain tiny: he recently wrote that, according 
to the National Association of Broadcasters, 
there are some 247 million listeners of broad- 
cast radio, three million satellite-radio sub- 
scribers, and a bit more than four million lis- 
teners of the top three Internet radio networks. 
So far, at least, podcast listeners would add up 
to quite a bit less even than that — a subset of 
a subset. The difference is that the alternatives 
are growing — and over-the-air radio is not. 


HEN, TOO, maybe the small numbers of 
satellite- and Internet-radio users are irrel- 
evant. We live in 
an increasingly 
fragmented 
media universe. 
The 20 million to 
30 million people 
who still watch 
one of the three 
evening news- 
casts are old and 
getting older. 
The buzz is with Fox News, even though it 
reaches only a fraction of that number, and 
with Web sites, blogs, radio talk shows, and 
other media outlets that cater to niche audi- 
ences, confirming their beliefs and prejudices 
rather than challenging them by exposing 
them to a wide range of viewpoints. 

“The Massless Media” is the title of an essay 
on this phenomenon by National Journal 
media columnist William Powers that appears 
in the new issue of the Atlantic Monthly. Pow- 
ers isn’t particularly troubled by the emergence 
of a greater number of media outlets serving 





ever-smaller slices of the public, 
comparing it to the partisan press 
of the 19th century. He writes that 
“even though the media of this pe- 
riod were profuse, partisan, and 
scandalously downmarket, they 
were at the same time a powerful 
amalgamator that encouraged par- 
ticipatory democracy and forged a 
sense of national identity.” But 
Brooke Gladstone — 
NPR's On the Media 
“I’m concerned because in that re 
ally roiling, raucous time in the be- 
ginning of our country, you would 
hear what everyone else had to 
say. Even if you didn’t agree with 
it, there was cross-pollination,” 


co-host of 
isn’t so sure. 


says Gladstone. “Powers says it 
happens now. But I don’t know if 
I’m totally convinced of that.” 

I had called Gladstone to talk 
about the On the Media podcast, 
which is in the process of being 
rolled out. But the question she 
raised is worth pondering. I re- 
member attending a lecture some 
years ago by the late New York 
University media philosopher Neil 
Postman, best known for his 1986 
book Amusing Ourselves to Death, 
on the entertainment media’s role 
in crafting and warping public 
discourse. Postman talked about 
the importance of the New York 
Times front page as a social docu 
ment — whether you agreed with 
what the editors chose to put on 
page one or not, there was noth 
ing more essential in terms of 
shaping our national conversa 
tion. Is that even true any longer 
Walter Cronkite didn’t really tell 
us the way it was, as he would be 
the first to concede. But there are 
certain cultural signposts that 
help provide us all with a shared 
experience — the nightly news, 
the front page of the Times. In 
that sense, it’s a good thing that 
conservatives devote so much 
time and energy to criticizing the 
likes of Dan Rather and the Times 
rather than ignoring them. At 
least we all still agree on what matters. 

Documentary filmmaker Danny Schechter, 
who’s the executive editor of MediaChannel 
.org and a former radio news broadcaster, 
is a fan of all sorts of DIY media, including 
podcasting. But he, like Gladstone, wonders 
whether the cost of targeting ever-smaller 
niches is the diminution of our shared con- 
sciousness. 

“Clearly we’re moving toward more- 
interactive media. People want to participate. 
The reaction against media concentration, or 
big media, is the emergence of micromedia 
on every level. Having instant access to the 
music you like can also lead to instant access 
to the information you like,” says Schechter. 
“Some of it can be very liberatory, introduce 
you to other worlds, other ways of thinking, 
and at the same time be very reinforcing of 
what you already think you know. You're pro- 
gramming your own head.” 

In a society in which the overwhelming ma- 
jority of Bush voters think US forces found 
weapons of mass destruction in Iraq, and in 
which a persistent minority of Kerry voters be- 
lieve Ohio, and thus the election, was stolen, 
that’s no small concern. Arguments over ideas 
are one thing; arguments over the underlying 
facts are quite another, and they are fed by 
ever-increasing numbers of us reading, hear- 
ing, and seeing only what we want to read, 
hear, and see. 

As promising as podcasting may be as a 
way of liberating us from the likes of Clear 
Channel and FCC chair Michael Powell, 
there’s a danger that too many of us will be 
withdrawing from the national conversation 
still further. You can program your own head. 
But you’ve got to know what your head 


needs. & 


Dan Kennedy can be reached at 
dkennedy @phx.com. Read his Media Log at 
BostonPhoenix.com. 
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TALKING POLITICS 


Next year’s at-large race could shake up a stagnant 
city council and transform Boston’s political landscape 


Breaths of fresh air 


BY ADAM REILLY 


EXT YEAR’S LOCAL elections offer the potential for 

real change — unlike in 2003, when every Boston city 

councilor was re-elected and the city’s political land- 
scape remained largely unaltered. For starters, Boston will 
have its first mayoral election since 2001. Tom Menino is 
well on his way to becoming Boston’s longest-serving mayor 
and seems intent on seeking re-election, though he hasn't 
officially announced his candidacy. The prevailing wisdom is 
that at-large city councilor Maura Hennigan will run against 
him and lose badly, much as Peggy Davis-Mullen did four 
years ago. But even if the mayoral race is a 
rout, it will focus attention on Menino’s critics 
and force the mayor to justify the decisions 
he’s made over the last four years. Given Meni- 
no’s oratorical shortcomings and notoriously 


thin skin, this should be something to behold. 
What’s more, a genuinely competitive race is 
taking shape for the council’s four at-large seats. 
In addition to Patricia White and Matt O’Malley, 
who both ran strong but unsuccessful races two 
years ago, newcomers Sam Yoon and John Con- 


nolly are also regarded as serious candidates. 
(White and Yoon have officially entered the 
race; O’Malley and Connolly haven't yet, but 
City Hall observers view their announcements 
as mere formalities.) If each of the sitting at- 
large councilors — Hennigan, council president 
Michael Flaherty, Felix Arroyo, and Steve Mur- 
phy — seeks re-election, the four challengers 
will force the incumbents to work harder than 
they have in years, and if one of them falters, 
the council could get at least one fresh face. But 
if Hennigan and Murphy have other plans — 
and they may — two of the four at-large seats 
could end up changing hands. 

Why is this important? At-large contests, 
which require candidates to run citywide, de- 
mand strong campaigning and fundraising 
skills. They tend to attract individuals with 
lofty political goals, and winning an at-large 
seat immediately establishes the victor as a po- 
tent political force. Top the ticket a few times 
like Flaherty, or finish second as Arroyo did in 
2003, and people start mentioning you as a 
possible mayoral candidate. If half the at-large 
seats change hands next year, the council will 
get a much-needed infusion of new energy. 
And with Menino running for what could be 
the last time, the city’s long-term political di- 
rection could shift as well. 





IRST, HOWEVER, Hennigan has to commit 
to what would probably be a quixotic and 
career-ending mayoral run. The 53-year-old Ja- 
maica Plain resident has political ambition in 
her blood: her grandfather, James Hennigan, 
was a State representative and senator; her fa- 
ther, James Jr., is a former state senator, school-committee 
president, and Suffolk County register of probate who reput- 

edly coveted the secretary-of-education job under Jimmy 
Carter. (He didn’t get it.) On the city level, Maura Hennigan 
has consistently fared well, winning re-election as District 
Six councilor 10 times before nabbing an at-large seat in 
2001 and keeping it in 2003. Seven years ago, though, Hen- 
nigan failed badly in her effort to win the state Senate seat 
once held by her father. 

Is she really willing to challenge the Menino machine? 
Given Hennigan’s systematically contrarian approach to the 
Menino administration (see “Key to the City,” News and Fea- 
tures, August 27), most observers believe the answer is yes. 
“T think it’s the worst-kept secret in Boston politics,” one city- 
council insider says. “I'll bet you that right now there are 500 
MAURA HENNIGAN FOR MAYOR Signs in a garage somewhere in 
this city, just waiting to go up.” 

Yet some are unconvinced. For the better part of a year, 
Hennigan’s status as a presumptive mayoral candidate has 
been a huge public-relations boon. Every time something 
controversial happens in the city, a Hennigan quote is sure to 
pop up in the Boston Globe or the Boston Herald, and local 
media outlets of all stripes pay far more attention to her ac- 





BRIDGIN 
Cabral’s campaign manager, Matt 
O’Malley forged connections with 
the constituencies (minorities, 
women, gays and lesbians) who 
propelled her to victory. ~ 


CARPE DIEM: among the at-large 
challengers, Sam Yoon looks to 
be most in step with the political 
Zeitgeist. 


tions than they would if she were just another councilor 
looking to keep her job. There’s speculation that Hennigan 
will avoid officially declaring for mayor, milk the free PR for 
as long as possible, then pull back at the last minute and bid 
to keep her at-large seat. It wouldn't be a bad strategy, par- 
ticularly given her anemic campaign account. (As of Decem- 
ber 15, Hennigan had just over $23,000 in the bank; by way 
of comparison, Flaherty had more than $291,000.) 

Steve Murphy’s intentions are equally unclear. Like Henni- 
gan, Murphy has excelled at the city level but fallen short in 
other venues. He’s been elected at-large four times, but has 
also lost races for state representative, state treasurer, and — 
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G THE GAP: as Andrea 





mayor Kevin White. 


most recently and most notably — Suffolk County sheriff. 
Murphy is an amiable sort, but the exigencies of politics seem 
to be fraying his nerves. In 2003, after barely fending off 
White, Murphy lashed out at her and most of his colleagues 
in a weird post-election rant; last month, he cried foul after a 
Globe reporter dared to link his vote against rent control to 
his support from the real-estate industry. In the wake of his 
crushing loss to Andrea Cabral in the Suffolk County sheriff’s 
primary (see “Winner’s Circle,” News and Features, Septem- 
ber 24), Murphy’s political stock is precariously low, and he’d 
probably spend the entire 2005 campaign as the incumbent 
with a target on his back. If another opportunity presents it- 
self, Murphy may simply decide that he’s had enough of poli- 
tics. Then again, he might conclude that the upcoming cam- 
paign offers a perfect opportunity for vindication. 

If Murphy and Hennigan both leave, who will reap the 


benefits? Yoon, a 34-year-old Dorchester resident, is already en- 


joying enviable early buzz. This is partly due to his ethnicity: a 
Korean-American, Yoon would be Boston’s first Asian-American 
councilor. But even if Yoon receives the overwhelming support 
of Boston’s Asian communities, it may not be enough to propel 


him to victory. While the 2000 Census put Boston’s Asian popu- 


lation at just over 44,000, or 7.5 percent of the city’s total, 
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HEIR RAISING: John Connolly’s 
political family ties offer 
fundraising and organizational 
advantages, but could put him 
at odds with the “New Boston” 
ethos. ; 





WHO'S YOUR DADDY? This time 
around, Patricia White promises, 

her campaign will rely less heavily 
on the legacy of her father, former 


many are not eligible voters, and those who are have no 
demonstrated track record of backing Asian candidates — 
perhaps because there haven't been any to back. Remember, 
though, that in Arroyo’s 2003 campaign, support from the 
black community was at least as important as support from 
Latinos. Yoon may benefit from a similar dynamic. He was a 
founding member of the New Majority, a political coalition 
formed in response to Boston’s designation as a “majority- 
minority” city (in which nonwhites outnumber whites) and 
predicated on the notion that blacks, Asians, and Latinos must 
collaborate to build their political and economic power. Before 
he decided to run, Yoon sought the advice of African-American 
political icon Mel King, Councilors Charles Yancey 
and Chuck Turner (who are also black), and Arroyo. 
Yoon has picked a fortuitous time to run: following 
Arroyo’s 2003 win and Cabral’s victory last year, the 
notion that voters of color are flexing their political 
muscle has become a kind of new orthodoxy. Of all 
the at-large challengers, Yoon looks to be most in 
step with the political Zeitgeist. 

In the coming months, one of his challenges will 
be to capitalize on the symbolic value of his candi- 
dacy without relying on it too heavily. Yoon seems 
aware that he’s about to walk a rhetorical 
tightrope. “I’m honored to be an Asian and to be 
running for the city council,” he says. “The fact 
that I’m the first — it’s an honor and a privilege to 
have that. But the reason I’m pursuing the city 
council is because the stuff that they work on, I 
know. I care about the city, and I have the back- 
ground and the training to do a really good job.” 

As the campaign intensifies, Yoon may also be 
hurt by his status as a relative newcomer to the 
city. Since graduating from Princeton University in 
1992, he’s worn a number of hats: math teacher at 
a public school in New Jersey; project manager at 
several Boston-area nonprofits; grad student at 
Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government; and, 
for the last three years, director of housing at Chi- 
natown’s Asian Community Development Corpora- 
tion. But while he may be better versed on key 
challenges facing the city than many long-time 
Bostonians, he’s lived in Dorchester only since 
2003. Recent arrivals may see Yoon as a kindred 
spirit. But some third- or fourth-generation fami- 
lies might view him with skepticism. 

John Connolly won't have this problem. Connolly, 
a 31-year-old West Roxbury resident, is just as 
steeped in Boston politics as Hennigan and Patricia 
White. His father, Michael Connolly, is a four-time 
secretary of state; his mother, Lynda, is chief justice 
of the state district court, and his uncle James Con- 
nolly topped the Boston City Council ticket back 
when the entire body was elected at-large. Further- 
more, Connolly — who joined the law firm of Hani- 
fy & King after a stint at legal behemoth Ropes & 
Gray — headed Young Lawyers for John Kerry dur- 
ing the recent presidential campaign, and helped 
fundraise for Democratic gubernatorial candidate 
Shannon O’Brien during her 2002 campaign. All these ties 
should give him a ready-made fundraising base and help him 
assemble the sprawling campaign apparatus an at-large cam- 
paign demands. 

But given the ubiquity of the “New Boston paradigm” (see 
“The New Bostonians,” News and Features, December 10), 
Connolly’s background could also lead voters of color — or, 
for that matter, liberal white voters averse to supporting 
scions of Boston’s political establishment — to dismiss him 
as a relic of the past. This would be a mistake. Despite their 
different backgrounds, Connolly and Yoon actually have 
much in common. Both attended Ivy League schools as un- 
dergraduates: Connolly went to Harvard, Yoon to Princeton. 
Both worked as teachers after graduating from college: Yoon 
in New Jersey, and Connolly in both New York City (where 
he taught at a residential school for high-risk youth) and 
Boston (at the Boston Renaissance Charter School). Despite 
door-opening educational credentials, both are seeking to 
dedicate themselves to city government rather than maxi- 
mizing their earnings in the private sector. And, finally, each 
now must make the vague notion of a New Boston work to 
his advantage. “The benefit is that I was raised to believe in 
the nobility of public service,” Connolly says, when asked if 
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MIKE MERGEN 


CONTRARIAN: is Maura Hennigan willing to cap 
her systematic opposition to the Menino 
administration with a likely quixotic and career- 
ending mayoral run? 


his family background will be a liability. “I think the chal- 
lenge is to get people to learn about the public service I’ve 
done — principally my teaching in urban schools, my work 
for a variety of Democrats, and my commitment to my com- 
munity and the city — and to see that that translates into ac- 
tive work, far more than just relying on my name.” 

White and O’Malley face similar challenges. The latter’s task 
may be easier; as Cabral’s campaign manager, O’Malley had 
plenty of opportunities to forge connections with the various 
constituencies (voters of color, women, gays and lesbians) 
who propelled her to victory. “I’ve seen Matt with Cabral’s 
supporters,” says one City Hall insider. “He’s treated like a 
star.” But it’s hard to say whether Cabral’s supporters — many 
of whom became active in politics for the first time during her 
campaign — will shift this adulation, derived from his work 
for Cabral, to O’Malley the candidate. For her part, White is 
already planning a major shift in strategy in response to recent 
changes in Boston’s political landscape. Two years ago, White’s 
campaign literature relied heavily on images of her father, for- 
mer mayor Kevin White, who served from 1968 to 1983 and 
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BULL'S-EYE: rather than spend the 2005 campaign 
as the at-large incumbent with a target on his back, 
Steve Murphy may decide he’s had enough of 
politics. 


holds a place of honor in Boston’s political pantheon (see 
“Running Start,” News and Features, September 12, 2003). 
This time around, Patricia White promises, Kevin White’s 
image won't be appearing on her palm cards or direct mail- 
ings. In addition, White seems to have learned from a wince- 
inducing misstep last fall, in which she was quoted — in a 
Globe story following up on Cabral’s victory — as stating: “I 
represent the future of Boston.” In a recent interview with the 
Phoenix, White addressed the question of her place in contem- 
porary Boston with considerably more finesse. “I think that 


people know there is a New Boston — they see the vibrancy of 


the city, they see the city growing, they see the new people 
coming in,” White says. “They know there’s a New Boston — 
they can feel it — but we’re still trying to figure out what that 
New Boston is. I think New Boston is inclusion, New Boston is 
meritocracy, New Boston is where people run for office and 
they can win regardless of race or gender or religion.” 


HE UPCOMING at-large contest may highlight Boston’s 
shifting conception of itself, but it also demonstrates the 
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PAUL TAGGART 


SENSITIVITY TRAINING: given Mayor Menino’s 
oratorical shortcomings and notoriously thin skin, his 
bid for re-election against an opponent who forces him 
to justify his decisions would be something to behold. 


power of inertia. Women are underrepresented on the council 
— currently made up of Hennigan, District Three councilor 
Maureen Feeney, and 11 men — and three of the four declared 
at-large challengers are male d, once again, it seems the at- 
large field will lack an African-American candidate. (The last 
black candidate elected at large was Bruce Bolling, in 1981.) 
Even so, the race should be fascinating. A host of unan 
swered questions could decide the outcome: will Flaherty aid 
Yoon as a way of cultivating support among Boston’s Asian 
communities? Does Yoon’s candidacy help or hurt Arroyo? Will 
Patricia White’s political career take flight or grind to a halt? If 
Murphy and Hennigan both yield their seats, will someone un 
expected — like District Six councilor John Tobin or Charlotte 
Golar Richie, Menino’s director of neighborhood development 
— enter the fray to build his or her own mayoral credentials? 
Anything could happen between now and November, and 
much could change. But judging from the early signs, Boston’s 
2005 election will be one worth watching. & 


Adam Reilly can be reached at areilly@phx.com 
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BUDGET SQUEEZE 


A few years of Bush and Romney budgets have pushed Boston and surrounding cities to the brink 


How you'll feel the pinch 





BY DAVID S. BERNSTEIN 


HEN YOU THINK about it, it’s a lit- 
W tle odd that two business-oriented 

men like George W. Bush and Mitt 
Romney share such a pronounced aversion 
to revenue. But there it is: both want to run 
their governments on as little income as pos- 
sible. Bush prescribes federal tax cuts as the 
tonic for every economic condition, and 
Romney is an immovable object preventing 
Massachusetts’s 5.3 percent income-tax rate 
from creeping upward. 

But you know this already, and you proba- 
bly have a pretty good idea that, as a result, 
2005 will see staggering structural deficits at 
both the federal and state levels. The $388 
billion omnibus federal budget just passed 
by Congress (covering all spending aside 
from defense and homeland security) is 
tight, and Bush has already announced his 
intention to cut domestic spending heavily 
in the fiscal year (FY) ’06 budget, which will 
take effect next October. The state’s FY 2005 
budget, which went into effect in July, pro- 
vided modest increases in local aid, but not 
nearly enough to make up for the past two 
years of dramatic cuts. 

Boston and its neighboring cities receive a 
disproportionately large share of federal and 
state money — due to needs arising from 
their concentrated populations — and thus 
feel the pain more when those dollars disap- 
pear. That’s been true for the past three 
years, but something new and important is 
now emerging from conversations with mu- 


nicipal administrators in the Boston area. 
They have come to realize that temporary 
measures are no longer working. “In the 
State House and in city and town halls, 
there has been an assumption that we will 
return to normalcy with local aid” as the 
economy recovers, says Michael Widmer, 
president of the nonpartisan Massachusetts 
Taxpayers Foundation (MTF). “But that is 
not the case. So there’s a lot of soul-search- 
ing.” The federal budget deficit has reached 
epic proportions ($413 billion last year), 
and there are more war costs on the way — 
not to mention Bush’s potentially budget- 
crushing proposals on Social Security and 
taxation. At the state level, structural 
deficits stretch as far as the eye can see, 
according to a recent analysis by the MTE. 
One Boston financial administrator calls the 
city’s budget planning “really defensive” as a 
result. “You have to look at them as perma- 
nent cuts,” says Somerville mayor Joseph 
Curtatone. “I don’t think you can look at it 
logically any other way. We’re dealing with a 
new reality.” 

The state has been keeping its fiscal 
house in order — barely — through several 
temporary-funding sources over the past three 
years, including the tobacco-company-lawsuit 
settlement and special federal fiscal relief 
known as FMAP, which are now running out. 
In addition, the state has “diverted” a por- 
tion of the lottery funds that rightly belong 
to municipalities. 

It would be easy to fix much of this by 
raising federal taxes, but that remains anath- 
ema to the predominantly Republican folks 
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in charge. Noah Berger, executive director of 
the Massachusetts Budget and Policy Center, 
points out that the $5 billion a year saved by 
(mostly the wealthiest) Massachusetts resi- 
dents under the Bush tax cuts could provide 
health insurance to every uninsured state 
resident and restore most of the cuts to local 
education aid that have been made over the 
past two years. 

As for state revenues, MTF analysis shows 
that Bay State citizens pay a substantially 
smaller percentage of their personal income 
to state and local fees and taxes than do 
denizens of almost any other state in the 
country. Meanwhile, the state’s 2005 struc- 
tural deficit for inadequately funded programs 
and services will stand at $748 million, accord- 
ing to MTE And again, the simple solution of 
raising taxes can’t even get on the table with 
Mitt Romney in charge. 

But things could always be worse — and 
very well might be soon. Massachusetts is 
awaiting the fate of “the $600 million ques- 
tion,” as Widmer puts it. That’s roughly the 
amount of Medicaid reimbursement under 
review by the federal government that could 
be taken away in next year’s budget. Then 
there’s the new education spending the state 
may face as a result of Hancock v. Driscoll, a 
case now before the state’s Supreme Judicial 
Court. In that lawsuit, the court has already 
found that the state’s current fund-allocation 
system produces inadequate results for low- 
wealth districts, and may require dramatic 
changes. The Bay State is also embarking on 
a billion-dollar early-childhood-education 
initiative, and is considering health-care- 


CHAD CROWE 


coverage expansion — as well it should. 

Meanwhile, the state and federal govern- 
ments continue, of course, to pile on mandates 
— particularly in education — and then to 
renege on the funding necessary to accom- 
plish them. In 2004, local school districts 
started getting hit hard by the yearly progress 
requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act 
(NCLB), especially in terms of student “sub- 
groups” (special needs, racial minorities, chil- 
dren. for whom English is a second language, 
and the poor). And yet Congress continues to 
provide less funding than NCLB programs re- 
quire. The federal Title I program for “at-risk” 
students, for example, was designed to oper- 
ate at $20.5 billion a year by NCLB, but will 
receive just $12.7 billion in FY ’05. 

Bay State cities and towns have limited 
options for raising extra money to cover all 
this — especially with the property-tax limi- 
tations imposed by Proposition 2%, passed in 
1980. Most are already up against Prop 2” 
limits, and have even authorized overrides 
at least once. There’s not much left in that 
well. Towns have survived mostly by the 
good graces of rising property values, which 
increase property-tax revenue without rais- 
ing rates — but that has put an enormous 
burden on homeowners, particularly the eld- 
erly and others on fixed incomes. Property 
taxes have soared while average household 
income suffered one of the largest drops in 
any state from 2001 to 2003, according to 
the US Census Bureau. 

All that’s true, you’re thinking, but how 
does it affect me, a Greater Boston resident? 
Here are some answers. 
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You’re more likely to suffer a horri- 
ble catastrophe. Massachusetts was num- 


ber one in the country for local-government- 


personnel reductions over the past two 
years, according to the MTF. Many of the 
14,000 or so vanished jobs were frontline 
public-safety workers, including police, 
firefighters, and emergency medical techni- 
cians. There simply aren’t as many people to 
help if something goes wrong. 


The new federal budget adds to the trouble 


with cuts in state and !ocal law-enforcement 
grants, including essentially eliminating the 
popular Com- 
munity-Orient- 
ed Policing Ser- 
vices (COPS) 
grants. This will 
have a 

Significant neg- 
ative effect on 
crime fighting 
in Boston, 
Cambridge, and 
Somerville. 
“There is no 
question,” says 
Mark Horan, of 
the Somerville 
mayor’s office, 
“there are a 
number of 
crime problems we need to address, like 
drugs and gangs, that are affected.” 

On the plus side, Boston has received a 
good chunk of homeland-security funding 
but, as the Boston Globe reported this week, 
the city has failed to share with its neigh- 
bors. Eight neighboring towns were sup- 
posed to receive disaster-response equip- 
ment and training out of the $15.4 million 
grant, but have seen little to date. 

You’ll pay more for housing. Property 
tax is the main avenue by which local govern- 
ments can raise their own revenues — and 
the total amount raised this way in the Com- 
monwealth has ballooned to $9 billion. Many 
local communities have raised their rates 
again for 2005. Boston, for example, just an 
nounced that the residential-property-tax rate 
is going up from $10.15 to $10.73 (per 
$1000 valuation), which translates into a 
$263 hike for the average single-family home. 

Even Cambridge, which has avoided many 
of the financial problems that have hit other 
cities, recently estimated a 17 percent in- 
crease in the tax bill of existing single-family 
homes, and a nearly 40 percent increase for 
multifamily homes. The owner of an average 
multifamily home in Cambridge will pay 
roughly an extra $1400 in 2005. 

Thanks to a relatively soft rental market 
over the past two years, recent hikes have 
not yet been passed along to most tenants. 
That can’t last much longer, some say. Ex- 
pect fairly significant rent increases when 
many apartments turn over next September. 

Get used to garbage and disrepair. 
Filling potholes, planting trees, replacing 
playground equipment, pulling weeds, 
cleaning streets, and other everyday contri- 
butions to your quality of life are simply not 
going to occur as often as they used to. 
That’s where it’s easiest to squeeze local 
budgets, but funding for such services is also 
a casualty of a nearly quarter-billion-dollar 
reduction in the Community Development 
Block Grant program in the new federal 
budget. Those cuts hurt urban areas dispro- 
portionately more; Boston and Cambridge 
are both losing millions. 

Forty percent of sidewalks in Brookline are in 
need of repair, says town,administrator Richard 
Kelleher, In Somerville, Horan concedes that 
trash and litter now linger in busy areas like 
Davis Square and Union Square. “In an ideal 
world, you’d have people picking that up every 
morning, especiallyon weekends,” he says, but 
that is not possible for the near future. 

Your water might be murky. One of 
the new federal budget’s biggest cuts is in 
clean-water funds to municipalities, from 
the Clean Water State Revolving Fund and 
the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 
Massachusetts will lose nearly $10 million in 
clean-water money next year, according to 
Greg Speeter, executive director of the 
Northampton-based National Priorities Pro- 


The state’s 2005 structural 
deficit for inadequately 
funded programs and 

services will stand at 
$748 million. And again, 
the simple solution of raising 
taxes can’t even get on 
the table with Mitt Romney 
in charge. 





ject. The state’s sewage-treatment plants and 
water-purification facilities in need of repair 
are likely to go another year without them. 
hese cuts will be felt especially in Charles 
River Basin communities, which are still try- 
ing to find and eliminate storm-water cross- 
connections lurking beneath old homes. 
These cross-connections, which contaminate 
storm-drain water with waste, are a big rea- 
son why more than a million Massachusetts 
residents drink water that does not conform 
to national health standards. Brookline has 
fixed about 100 of these drainage problems 
in recent years, 
thanks in large 
part to federal 
grants that are 
now being cut, 
Kelleher says. 
Cambridge has a 
similar program 
that will also be 
adversely affect- 
ed. Other trou- 
bles will un- 
doubtedly result 
from a 3.3 per- 
cent overall cut 
in federal Envi- 
ronmental Pro- 
tection Agency 
funding. 

Transportation and development 
projects will remain on hold. Somerville 
badly wants an Orange Line stop to help revi- 
talize Assembly Square, and a Green Line ex- 
tension to Union Square as promised in Big 
Dig negotiations. Both are key to the kind of 
commercial development that will bring jobs 
and commercial-tax revenue to the city, 
Horan says. Unfortunately, transportation 
dollars are especially difficult to get right 
now. “Without federal help on these things, it 
will be hard to get them done,” Horan says. 

The cuts in community-development block 
grants will mean less help for small busi- 
nesses, and for infrastructure improvements 
to assist business development and growth, 
Speeter says. Representatives of every 
Boston-area municipality agree that these 
block-grant cuts will have significant effects. 

You’ll pay in other ways. Most area 
cities and towns are looking for ways to in- 
crease revenue, and with property taxes 
capped by law under Proposition 2/4, they 
have to get creative. Brookline has jacked up 
the cost of parking meters and tickets. In 
Boston, Mayor Thomas Menino is trying to 
pass a meal tax on restaurant-goers. 

Get used to the homeless. The new 
federal budget reduces housing and urban- 
development funding overall by 1.6 percent, 
but the devil is in the details of how the 
money is distributed. Several changes to the 
public-housing voucher program effectively 
cap the amount that the federal government 
will reimburse housing authorities for 
vouchers, even if rent or utility costs in the 
area go up — as they tend to do in the 
Boston area. However, it is likely that this 
will force area housing authorities to limit 
the number of voucher recipients in the com- 
ing year, says Sheila Crowley, president of 
the National Low Income Housing Coalition. 

Meanwhile, the state has cut funding for 
substance-abuse and mental-health treatment 
— the number of detox beds in the Boston/ 
Cambridge/Somerville/Quincy area has 
dropped by 50 percent just since 2003, accord- 
ing to the Boston Public Health Commission. 

Many of these services, when they are no 
longer offered by the state or. by federally 
supported providers, end up'in city and 
town budgets one way or another. Somerville 
has had to step in to help OxyContin abusers 
and people on the brink of suicide, says 
Mayor Curtatone — who was elected in part 
because of public dissatisfaction with former 
mayor Dorothy Kelly Gay’s delivery of serv- 
ices. He’s finding that it ain’t so easy when 
you have to do it yourself. “If the president 
and governor had spent some time as a 
mayor,” says Curtatone, “they would appre- 
ciate what it means to provide these services 
to people.” ; ca 


David S. Bernstein can be reached at 
dbernstein@phx.com. 















*“Amazing...A truly memorable 
personal adventure!” 


— Taunton Daily Gazette 
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What can we expect in the coming year? 


YEAR AHEAD, continued from cover 


environment threatened on any number of 
fronts — “history” seems to be chugging right 
along. And I’ve found myself agreeing with 
Stephen Dedalus in James Joyce’s Ulysses: “His- 
tory is a nightmare from which I am trying to 
awake.” 

Or maybe it’s not as bad as all that. And I’ve 
never been too good at predicting stuff, any- 
way. So I talked to some folks who might see 
the year ahead a little more clearly. A psychic 
medium. An astrologer. A futures trader. The 
president of the World Future Society. Some 
saw basically more of the same. Some thought 
things would get worse. Some saw hope that 
the fissures in this divided America will heal. 
Some predicted coalescence of a genuine anti- 
war movement. Some saw hope for more and 
bigger communities brought together by tech- 
nology. But they all predicted change. Can the 
center hold in this widening gyre? We’ll just 
have to wait and see. 


NSIDE THE Tremont Tea Room (est. 1936), 
the oldest psychic parlor in Boston, there’s a 
creepy half-light, with illumination coming from 

flickering candles and the glowing mystical 
gewgaws that choke the walls. At a table in the 
corner, owner Alex Palermo explains that he’s a 
psychic medium, not a clairvoyant. “I can see 
the future, but it’s short-range, rather than long- 
range,” he says, “whereas most clairvoyants 
would have more of a long-range vision. A year, 
sometimes even six months is better for me.” As 
he explains that he feeds off “thoughts and feel- 
ings and intuition about things,” his eyes seem 
to go blank. He looks down and away, gesticu- 
lating fluidly as he speaks. 

“February is a really powerful, fiery month,” 
he says. “There are extremely dangerous aspects 
to it, and they’re very explosive.” Palermo fore- 
sees “attacks or major threats to our security. 
Terrorist warnings: yellow, orange, red alerts. 
It’s also a time where scandal could take place, 
especially in the White House. [Bush] might 
have won the election, but he’s not going to get 
through completely unscathed. A lot of things 
are going to come back to haunt him in Febru- 
ary. Failed or marred Iraqi elections will proba-* 
bly dog him, as well as a revelation of a White 
House scandal that will be reported in mid Feb- 
ruary. So February is really one of the worst 
months of his second term. He could be bom- 
barded from all sides.” 

Then, chillingly, Palermo gets specific. “Ter- 
rorism also plays a role in Chicago. I keep get- 
ting Chicago a lot. A lot of weird stuff. Explo- 
sions. I saw the Sears building on fire, it was 
weird.” Not only that, but “there might be a nu- 
clear accident around North Korea.” He laughs 
darkly. “Doom and gloom, man! But, on the flip 
side, some sort of life will be discovered on 
Mars by the rovers they have up there.” 

It should surprise no one that Michael Jack- 
son will continue to plague the headlines in 
2005. “This is wild, but I think there are going 
to be a couple attempts on Michael Jackson’s 
life. I don’t know why anyone would try to kill 
Michael Jackson and fail, but” — Palermo 
chuckles wickedly before he amending his pre- 
diction — “I do think he'll go to jail. But they 
better get his passport, because he’s already got 
a bag all packed and money put away. That 
shouldn’t surprise anyone, right?” 

Then, Palermo’s voice drops and his face goes 
blank as he augurs that “a vicious thing will hit 
Hollywood as hard as the Manson murders. A 
vicious, vicious thing.” I ask what that might be, 
exactly. But that’s all he’ll say. 

3ack in Washington, Palermo says, “Social 
Security reform will also probably stall, and ei 
th | or else end up being eompromised to 
tl t of being completely different than 

rigir illy proposed And he says 
ly be thi Supreme Court 
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which in the next 12 months. One is expected, 
and one is a complete shock.” 

Here in the Hub, he doesn’t foresee a whole 
lot of excitement. “I do think that Mitt Romney 
will continue to attack and attempt to dissolve 
Massport, and of course the Big Dig will proba- 
bly have a federal prosecutor involved,” he says. 
Any catastrophic deluges in the Dig’s tunnels? “I 
don’t see anything with lives lost.” But, Palermo 
says, “the MBTA is in serious trouble. They’re, 
like, totally screwed. ... Definitely they’re in big 
budget trouble.” 

On the state level, he predicts that “in Massa- 
chusetts, I do think that cities and towns will 
have the right to impose a one percent meal tax. 
Probably as early as March.” Maybe that one 
will be okay, at least as far as I’m concerned. 
When I selfishly 
ask for a predic- 
tion or two about 
myself, Palermo 
suggests that 
maybe I should 
plan on eating 
out less. “I think 
you need to look 
out for things in- 
volving your di- 
gestive system,” 
he says. “Stom- 
ach. Pancreas. 
Anything with the 
digestion of food, anything that would bother 
your digestive system. Lactose intolerance, 
maybe.” A dairy-free 2005? Awesome. 








ITTING IN HER warm and sun-suffused 
ninth-floor Cambridge condo, a tawny cat 
lolling next to her, Joyce Levine lays out her as- 

trological bona fides. She cites, for instance, a 
client back in the ’80s who liked to gamble. “So 
I was picking out some lucky days for her. She 
and her husband went to Atlantic City during 
that time frame and won $200,000.” 

Works for me. Even more striking is when 
Levine reads from her book, A Beginner’s Guide 
to Astrological Interpretation. “With Pluto tran 
siting Sagittarius from 1995 until 2009, religion, 
philosophy, higher education, and even long 


distance travel take their turns being regenerated 
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‘I think we’ll start to see, 
in May or June of 2005, more 
revelations coming out, and 
more questionable things 
about [Bush]. And I think 
around September there will 
be even more skeletons that 
come out of the closet.’ 


Since Pluto brings out the dark side of a sign be- 
fore regenerating it, scandals involving financial 
misappropriations and sexual misconduct and 
religious organizations ... will be even more 
prevalent than they are today. Increased terror- 
ist activity on airlines is another likely manifes- 
tation before the world changes its current reli- 
gious and philosophical tenets.” Hmm. Enron ... 
the Catholic Church ... 9/11. Levine wrote the 
book in 1992. 

Astrological changes, of course, are not de- 
marcated into tidy 365-day years. So, predicting 
what will happen over the 12 months of 2005 is 
something of a fool’s errand. But Levine says 
she foresees pretty much more of the same until 
Pluto moves out of Sagittarius in 2009. “Now 
until 2009, the likelihood of more terrorism 
worldwide is 
just higher than 
normal,” she 
says. “In terms 
of another ter- 
rorist attack, I 
think until 2009 
we can’t count 
that out. Be- 
cause Sagittar- 
ius also has to 
do with religion. 
Pluto was in 
Sagittarius 
when Christ 
started preaching, it was in Sagittarius when 
Martin Luther was ordained.” And, she says, it’s 
a big reason why lately the “the fundamentalists 
have taken over everywhere.” 

Levine doesn’t claim to always have a clear 
sightline on future happenings — though she 
did predict that Pedro Martinez would split 
town for another team (she also predicted Jason 
Varitek would re-sign with the Sox). But she 
didn’t expect President Bush to be re-elected. 
“Truthfully, I thought things would catch up 
with him sooner,” she says. Still, she thinks the 
Teflon might be wearing a bit thin on this guy. “1 









_ think his term is going to end up like Nixon’s,” 


she says. The reason? Saturn is in Cancer, and 
will be until July of 2005. “Saturn in Cancer has 
been very unkind to US presidents. Saturn was 
in Cancer when Nixon resigned. The only ones 


who were ever re-elected with Saturn in Cancer 
were FDR, who died in office, and Bush.” 

So expect things to get worse for the Bushies. 
“] think there’s going to be more scandal with 
Cheney and Halliburton, and that’s going to 
have an effect on everybody,” Levine says. “I 
think we'll start to see, in May or June of 
2005, more revelations coming out, and more 
questionable things about [Bush]. And I think 
around September there will be even more 
skeletons that come out of the closet. His 
popularity is going to start to sink. That may 
not get him out [of office] right then, but it’s 
the beginning of a trend. 

“] think the relationships between Washing- 
ton and Saudi Arabia are [going to deteriorate]. 
I looked at Halliburton’s chart” — corporations 
have charts, apparently — “and I think Hallibur- 
ton’s stock is gonna go down. I think there’s 
more military problems in Iraq late January and 
into February, and, if I was Rumsfeld, I’d stay 
out of the war zones in June.” 

For his own personal safety? 

“Mmm-hmm.” 

Levine predicts that Massachusetts will do 
better economically than the rest of the nation 
in 2005, but does fear that “the country’s in 
trouble. There’s only one way for the stock mar- 
ket and the dollar, long term, to go, and it’s not 
a pretty picture.... The economy of the country { 
is clearly precarious. And all the budget deficits 
are going to start catching up. Jobs are hemor- 
rhaging out of the country, and those jobs are 
not coming back. So we’re becoming more and 
more like South America. We have the rich and 
the poor, and the middle class is disappearing.” 

On the other hand, when looked at on a glob- 
al scale, “we’re headed in a direction where, in 
100 years, everything will probably be equal. 
But the timing ... between the developed coun- | 
tries and the non-developed countries, it’s not 
going to be pretty for the developed countries. 

The East is coming up and the West is going 

down. We, in this country now, are like where 
Britain was at the end of the 1800s. Americans 
today think that we’re the center of the world. 

[But] this country’s in bad shape.” Still, says 
Levine, one aspect inherent to astrological cy- 

cles is that “when something gets bad enough, 

it changes.” So it’s got to get worse before it gets | 
better? “Oh, it’s not going to get better. I don’t 
know if it’s going to get worse. After 2009 it will 
start to heal, but not before then.” 


ee ee 


S PRESIDENT of the nonpartisan, nonprofit 

World Future Society, Timothy Mack takes a 
more grounded view of what might happen in 
the year ahead. The educational and scientific 
organization, founded in 1966, scours think 
tanks and research groups, gleaning the latest 
scoops on current trends, and extrapolating 
what they might bode for the future. It’s “sort of 
a clearinghouse for people to talk to each 
other,” Mack says. “We kind of disseminate eso- 
teric information about the future that might 
not otherwise be available to the general popu- 
lation.” With members ranging from govern- 
ment analysts to corporate strategic planners to 
academics, WFS centers around the credo that 
“the future doesn’t just happen. People create it 
through their action — or inaction — today.” 

Looking toward 2005, Mack doesn’t only see 
war and strife, economic stagnation and envi- 
ronmental despoliation. He sees the benefits of 
new technologies and telecommunications 
growing apace. “One of the things I’ve seen a lot 
of, and | think there will be a lot more of, is the 
growth of technology in terms of building new 
kinds of communities,” he says. “Look at the 
growth of groups like Craig’s List. Or there’s a 
site called Deviant Art, where essentially you 
work on each other’s art.” Other examples he 
cites include the collaborative composition sys 
tem Wiki. Or a group like MoveOn.org, an Inter- 
net meeting place that has significant and tangi- 
ble effects on real-world goings-on. With all this 
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coming together, with these new definitions of 
community, Mack says, he’s hoping that per- 
haps “this red-state/blue-state stuff is part of 
the past.” 

Other WFS predictions are a bit more arcane, 
but might have wider-ranging implications. For 
instance, did you know that 2005 might see a 
global worm shortage? “Worldwide demand for 
fish is creating a shortage of worms to supply an- 
glers and fish farmers,” the WFS’s bimonthly 
magazine, the Futurist, reports. “High-tech 
worm-storage methods such as cryogenics will 
be needed to shore up dwindling supplies.” On 
the other hand, worms may be dwindling, but 
the WFS is predicting that the world’s fly popula- 
tion may double. (Plagues of locusts, perhaps?) 

Also look for-“water wars,” in which sover- 
eign states in arid deserts (hello, Middle East!) 
might be less likely to engage in real wars once 
cooperation over management of scarce H»O 
— say, among Israelis, Palestinians, and Jorda- 
nians — leads to better understanding of each 
other. Hopeful? Sure. But how else would you 
prefer we look at the future? 

Mack is really looking forward to scads of 
interesting new technologies. Like computerized 
fabrics, where “the keyboard is on your sleeve, 
the screen can be a sheet — or what looks like 
a sheet — tacked on the wall. It connects wire- 
lessly and for 20 bucks a village in Africa can 
have a community Internet.” Medically, too, the 
future looks bright. He sees “self-diagnostic mi- 
cromachines ... [and] stuff you put in your 
bloodstream that kills cancer cells by identify- 
ing them and zapping them one at a time.” 

But if Mack is rapturous about new technolo- 
gy, or about the possibility for “very, very rapid 
and dramatic growth in the Third World that 


wasn't possible before,” he also has words of 
warning. Communities brought together by 
technology are wonderful things, but communi- 
ties “can also be created for destruction.” Think 
Al Qaeda. “It’s possible for groups all over the 
world to unite for bad ends as well as good 
through technology,” Mack says. “But one of 
the things I think we’re hopeful of is that this 
kind of mutual and global communication will 
lead people to see that we're not all so different 
— and that there’s mutual understanding that 
can be reached through communication.” 


ANCY MROCZEK, PhD is a veritable Jill-of- 

all-trades. She’s a psychologist. She howls 
down-and-dirty rock and roll in boozy hipster 
haunts like T.T. the Bear’s Place and O’Brien’s 
(see “Mrock Out!”, News and Features, June 
13, 2003). And she’s a certified trading adviser 
with the Commodity Futures Trading Commis- 
sion. She likes speculating on the cost of those 
basic building blocks of human existence, “like 
wood and butter and interest rates and copper 
and gold and oil and cocoa and wheat,” stuff 
that’s “as basic as you’re ever gonna get.” It’s a 
game, in a way, to gamble on a commodity’s 
price fluctuation, to augur the future by close 
study. of the present and the past. 

But her financial acumen wasn't the real rea- 
son I wanted to pick Dr. Nancy’s brain about 
the year ahead. Her weekly public-access show, 
Toward a Quality of Life (on Boston Neighbor 
hood Network’s channel 23), shows her as a se 
rious student of human behavior, and of the 
way we deal with the world around us. Her 
topics have included everything from Vietnam 
and Iraq to animal welfare to national politics 
And, yes, she’s a practicing psychologist, spe- 


cializing in behavior and neuropsychology. So 
maybe she can shed some light. As we stand on 
the precipice of 2005, with one delusional mes- 
sianic warmonger in a white house and another 
delusional, messianic warmonger in a dark 
cave, with seemingly unbridgeable chasms be- 
tween the rich and the poor and, supposedly, 
between the blue and the red, with explosions 
and beheadings turning the nightly news into a 
Grand Guignol, does it ever look to her like the 
world has gone, well, completely fucking nuts? 

No, she says. “Things swing. Things go in cy- 
cles. When the 60s opened up, it was an ex- 
pansive time, people put flowers in the guns of 
policemen that were coming at them, people 
got naked, people held each other’s hands and 
sang. There was really true love. All the rules 
broke down.” But can that happen again? For 
instance, where’s our anti-war movement? 
Mroczek blames the media. “There is great anti- 
war sentiment in this country. But when we 
had that [in the Vietnam era], the cameramen 
and the people from the Boston Phoenix were 
out there plastering it over the newspaper. 
Night and day, with vivid pictures. That is not 
what’s happening. Really, we are not getting 
the news on Iraq. We’re going about our lives. 
That’s because of the media. And when thou- 
sands congregate, they either don’t get covered, 
or they put them behind barriers. Some have 
been taken to jail for wearing protest signs. 
There are people out there, so opposed. But 
they don’t have a voice.” 

That will change. She’s sure of it. “Evolution 
continues. Because even while you have some 
really horrible things going on, there are jus 
tices and mercies and right-thinking people 


who come to conscientious conclusions. People 


who win the lottery and use the money for 
doing good, or parents that are trying really 
hard just to do the right thing. All the young 
people who are smart as a whip and concerned 
and capable.” Yes, she says, there are “mas- 
sacres and pollution and hatred. But in tiny, 
tiny increments, things continue to evolve. The 
world at large, in a very gross sense, even 
though it tends to be violent, is saying ‘I’m not 
gonna take it. I’m going to be counted, too. I’m 
going to get what I deserve.’ The whole world 
is captured by that fever. To not be denied. 
Egalitarianism is on the move.” 

Whatever next year brings, Mroczek says 
that, apart from trying in earnest to better the 
space around us, there’s not all that much we 
can do except sit back and enjoy the ride — 
and remember that we're all in the same boat. 
“There may have been a time when I looked at 
the world and said, ‘Freaky deaky! This is a 
weird world!’ Which it is. It’s a wild world. It’s 
a dangerous world. It’s a strange world as we're 
all more strange to each other.” But now, she 
says, “I’m just accepting that this is the time 
that I live in. It’s sink or swim. So you just ac- 
commodate yourself to the way things are, and 
move with the tide. And it’s freaky, and it’s 
going to get freakier. But this is the way things 
are, and you have to keep moving along with 
‘em and make the best of what you've got. If we 
all did that, we’d be there. There’s gotta be 
something inside us that is moving towards 
something bigger and more mutually respectful 
and loving. In other words, I am you and you 
are me and we... are... all together. ta 
Mike Miliard can 


mmiliard@phx.com. 
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Canllso » Weel Camino Real 


Allston, MA 02134 Don't let its location on the map confuse you: Colombian 
(617) 254-5088 | food is mountain food, not spicy stuff. Most gringos love it at 
(617) 254-9475 Fax | first bite. At Camino Real, don't miss the soups, the tostones 
(plantain chips), the empanadas, the chicken a la criolla, or 

the "rice with shrimp.” And bring a serious appetite. 


COLOMBIAN I've long touted Colombian food as a meat-and-potatoes 
answer to middie-American cravings. Except for coastal 
strips, Colombia is a mountain country where people eat to 


AMERICAN stay warm and don't feel the usual equatorial urge for fiery 


spices and exotic fruits. But outside Eastie and Chelsea, 
CUISINE Colombian restaurants have been rare in these parts: 
| Camino Real is the first in mainland Boston in more than 15 

© TAKE: fy years 


The most populated parts of Colombia are like three coun- 
tries divided by north-south mountain ranges, a fact that has 
Not JUST figured substantially in Colombian history and the novels of 
laeve | Gabriel Garcia Marquez. The cooks at Camino Real come 
from Medellin, the unofficial capital of the middle valley. This 
| is a departure from most previous restaurants, where the 
& POTATOES focus has been on Cali and the western valley. You don't 
need to know this to enjoy the food. In fact, most Americans 

will not need to know anything to enjoy this food. 





48 Harvard Avenue, Allston * (617) 254-5088 
Robert Nadeau, Boston Phoenix, March 23 - 30, 2000 


Check out the full review online at www.bostonphoenix.com 


or! BURRITOS * TACOS 


QUESADILLAS * ENCHILADAS 
“BEST OF BOSTON” CHICKEN 


‘deed 6 Mbericie 
Cuisine | MAUISIC. <= 
| 
| 
| 


Lunch & Dinner 
Specials 
Grilled Fish 


| Be 2 0 2 Third St. 
3 LOCATIONS: i Cambridge, MA 


1728 MASS AVE., CAMBRIDGE + 617-354-7400 


a ‘pean 149 FIRST AVE., CAMBRIDGE 617-354-5550 ! ‘ 617-868-9098 
THE BEST 1294 BEACON ST., BROOKLINE » 617-739-3900 
MEXICAN FOOD | @  www.desfina.com. - 
THIS SIDE OF THE 
CHARLES” 


P ; ‘ 
AdDIHUHE 


PEST ae ears 


617.661.1660 





782 MAIN STREET, CAMBRIDGE 
www. iasminekenaail.col 
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thephoentx.com and link to our menu pages complete with photos, maps, and delivery inform. 
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Bruce 


On the eve of the 16th annual Boston Wine Festival, chef 
Daniel Bruce, its ‘guiding personality, explains his recipe for success 


BY TAMARA 
WIEDER 


ANIEL BRUCE be- 

lieves strongly in 

the old cliché, “If 
it ain’t broke, don’t fix 
it.” That’s why you 
won't find much in the 
way of change at the 
16th annual Boston 
Wine Festival, whose 
program refers to Bruce 
as its “guiding personal- 
ity.” “The festival sells 
out every year for the 
past 16 years; why 
would I ever want to 
change something like 
that?” boasts Bruce, the 
chef at the Boston Har- 
bor Hotel’s Meritage 
restaurant and one of 
the festival’s founders. 
“People that want to 
make changes for 
change’s sake some- 
times lose track of what 
made things success- 
ful.” 

Fair enough. Clearly 
Bruce and his event are —- —--- 
doing something right: 
the Boston Wine Festival is the oldest of its kind 
in the country, featuring multiple food-and- 
wine events weekly for three months. From inti- 
mate winemaker dinners to gala celebrations, 
the festival showcases the work of winemakers 
from.all over the world — not to mention the 
culinary skills of chef Bruce, who hasn’t repeat- 
ed a single dish in the festival’s history. 





Q: The program for the Boston Wine Festival 
calls you the festival’s “guiding personality.” Tell 
me what that means. 

A: Guiding personality means that the Wine 
Festival is really about the winemakers and me 
getting together and me tasting the wines, com- 
ing up with the flavors to enhance both the wine 
and food experience. 


Q: How has the festival evolved over the years? 

A: I always say there’s a lot more things that 
are the same than different. What’s different 
about it is when we first started, [it] was very 
hard to get the top winemakers in the world. We 
started with 13 the first year. Now we have no 
problem getting 40. In fact, we have a wait list 
of people wanting to get in, and these are the 
top winemakers in the world. So that‘has 
changed dramatically. And that change, actually, 
happened after the first two or three years, once 
the word got out that we approached this festi- 
val seriously, that it wasn’t the chef coming up 
with whatever he considered “star food” — it 
was me coming up with food that’s going to 
work with their wine. Let’s face it: these guys 
put a lot of work into their wine. I want to 
showcase that wine. 


Q: So does it feel like your food is playing sec- 
ond fiddle to the wine? 

A: Absolutely not. That’s not at all the way 
the Wine Festival works. It’s the interplay of 
wine and food, it’s the marriage of the two, it’s 
how they both work together in the dining expe- 
rience. I don’t come up with the food and then 
the wine happens to work or doesn’t work. The 
wine comes first. From those tasting notes on 
those wines, I come up with dishes that are 
going to work, and flavors that are going to 
work. I don’t really consider it matching at all 
anymore; I consider it part of my palette of 


flavors that I work with. I’ve sort of evolved way 
past the point of, “Oh my God, how am I going 
to make this Central Coast pinot noir work with 
this tuna?” It doesn’t work that way. 


Q: What about this year’s festival are you most 
looking forward to? 

A: We're talking 16 years of festivals. For me 
the challenge always is to keep it fresh. I don’t 
repeat my dishes, after 16 years, and I take a 
photo library and a written menu history of 
every single event. So there’s never a chance I 
would repeat a dish. I don’t find it that difficult, 
because every wine is different. That doesn’t 
mean I’m going to use lamb only once in 16 
years; how I prepare it is different. But every- 
thing else I would say is the same. 


Q: There’s been a growing number of food-and- 
wine festivals in Boston over the last few years. Do 
you look at other festivals as competition? 

A: We sell out every year, so it doesn’t matter. 
I think they probably look at our festival and see 
how successful it is. I mean, the Meritage restau- 
rant is the restaurant that came from the Wine 
Festival. There’s not another restaurant like it in 
the city that goes to the extent of matching wine 
and food, to the point that the food menu reads 
like a wine list. ’m not even aware of any other 
wine festivals in town anyway. I didn’t even 
know there was one, to be honest with you. 


Q: Boston’s restaurant scene has grown a lot in 
the years since you’ve been cooking here. How 
would you rate Boston as a dining city now? 

A: I think it’s world-class now. What there 
was when | first arrived in Boston, what was 
there? Jasper’s and Panache, which was Bruce 
Frankel’s place over in Cambridge, which has 
had 10 resurrections and is now Salts. When I 
first came in, Bruce Frankel, Jasper White, 
Lydia [Shire] had just started. There was just a 
handful. I could count them on one hand. Gor- 
don [Hamersley] had just started out. There’s 
been tremendous growth since then. There 
was a time, 20 years ago, that you’d have to go 
to Europe or a big city like New York to have a 
great dining experience. Things have changed 
now, dramatically. And Boston is a beneficiary 
of that. 





MICHAEL MANNING 





WINED, THEN DINED: “I don’t come up with the food and then the wine happens to work or doesn’t work,” chef 
Daniel Bruce says of the Boston Wine Festival. “The wine comes first.” 


Q: When did you first know you wanted to be 
a chef? 

A: As soon as I could reach the cupboard. 
Always. 


Q: What was it about food and cooking that 
interested you from so early on? 

A: I always enjoyed eating. I probably had a 
lot of good memories of the kitchen, because my 
grandmother cooked all the time. Our family life 
was around the kitchen. She would can, she 
would make wine, she did all these things that 
brought everyone into the kitchen. There was 
probably some association with happiness 
around that. If I were to cite an external source, 
it would probably be that. Internally, some peo- 
ple know they always want to do something in 
life. | happened to be one of the lucky ones that 
knew early. 


Q: Do you remember the first meal you cooked 
for somebody else? 

A: I didn’t really do meals as much as I just 
started working on one particular dish and just 
started going nuts on it, to the point that some- 
body would come over and say, “Daniel’s making 
tapioca pudding again. Okay.” It wouldn’t even 
be a question; it’d be like, “He’s here, we’re hav- 
ing tapioca.” Not unlike children when they go 
through phases of eating. Like, they can’t get 
enough mashed potatoes, for example. They 
can’t get enough ice cream. You know how chil- 
dren go through these stages? I not only lived 
that by eating it; I lived it by making it. 


Q: If you could choose anyone in the world to 
cook a meal for you, who would it be? 

A: My wife. First of all, I’m in the restaurant 
business, so to come home and have a relaxing 
meal, that would be sort of a rare thing to begin 
with. I enjoy her cooking, but also the conversa- 
tion — that means much more to me. I don’t re- 
ally have any celebrity that I would want to have 
cook. It would be my wife. 


Q: Aside from Meritage, do you have a favorite 
restaurant in Boston? 

A: Oh, that’s a loaded question, because if I 
say somebody is good, what happens to the 
rest of the people that I like? There’s a lot of 
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restaurants that do a good job. I don’t go out 
enough. It depends on what I’m in the mood for. 
I love simple food. I love Oishii, in Chestnut 
Hill. I love going to No. 9 Park or Troquet or 
Mistral or Gordon’s [Hamersley’s Bistro]. Really, 
I enjoy all of them. It all depends on what mood 
Pm in and what I’m looking for. Every one of the 
top chefs I’m talking about, I enjoy all their 
restaurants. It all depends on how I'm feeling. 


Q: What’s the most expensive bottle of wine at 
Meritage right now? 

A: I don’t have the list in front of me, but I 
would say one of the most expensive is the ’86 
Mouton. Mouton is a first-growth Bordeaux, 
and it’s about $1600 on the list. 


Q: How often do people order something 
that expensive? 

A: Well, that particular bottle was ordered 
two months ago, so it does get ordered. I 
would say most of the wine that gets sold is 
between the $50 and the $150 range. We find 
that the most expensive wines are ordered in 
one of two scenarios: one would be a special 
event, 25th anniversary, whatever. Or a busi- 
ness meal, where they'll entertain clients and 
want to impress them. And they have an ex- 
pense account. 


Q: What’s one dish we'll never see on one of 
your menus? 


A: How about two things? The first one 
would be haggis. I say that, and I’m Scottish in 
background. It’s sheep’s stomach that’s been 
poached and filled with barley and offal. That | 
won't have on my menu. And you won't see 
lung on my menu. When I worked in Italy, the 
staff meal once a week was bollito misto. Well, 
bollito misto just means “mixed boil,” and 
when they’re feeding the help, they throw 
everything in there. And one of the pieces was 
polmoni. I was like, “Polmoni — I've got to go 


back to my room and figure out what polmoni 

is.” And I go back to my room and polmoni — 

lungs. It tastes and looks like sponge. I would 

never have that on a menu. And I wouldn't 

have blowfish, either. Why take a risk of 
dying? The bile of blowfish can kill you. Any- 
thing that’s dangerous I would say you wouldn't 
find on my menu. 


Q: Do you have a guilty-pleasure food? 

A: It’s going to sound funny, but I rarely eat 
dessert. I love creating them, there’s a lot of pas- 
sion in my creating of the desserts here, I really 
enjoy it, but I don’t really eat them. In this field, 
you can get very heavy, very fast. I've always 
been health-conscious and I try to keep my 
weight down and I go to the health club. I think 
of how many minutes I have to spend on the 
elliptical cross-trainer if ’'m eating a dessert. 

I would say cheese. I know cheese is not that 
good for you, even though some diets, like 
Atkins, will tell you otherwise. But if it’s a great 
cheese, then I'll indulge. In particular, I love 
French cheeses. I really love the Old World 
cheeses, because there’s such a history of cheese- 
making there, and there’s so little government 
interference that they’re able to produce raw- 
milk cheeses. So they haven’t been pasteurized, 
and the flavor is just incredible. I love to have 
that with a great bottle of wine. That would be 
my indulgence, right there. 


Q: If you could choose your last meal, what 
would it be? 

A: That’s impossible. It depends on what 
day was going to be my last day. I would 
definitely have a fish I'd just caught. So these 
things are the most important to me: things I 
just caught. The freshest vegetable that day. A 
cheese like I just talked about, a fantastic 
cheese that I didn’t even know existed. And, 
of course, all the wines to go with that. I'd like 
to be surprised. I'd like someone to surprise 
me with something I’ve never had before. For 
dessert, if it was spring, I could tell you: 
strawberry-rhubarb pie. It would be some- 
thing seasonal and in the fruit family. For me, 
the freshest ingredients are the best. e 


The 16th annual Boston Wine Festival runs 
from January 7 through April 8, at the Boston 
Harbor Hotel, Boston. Call (888) 660-WINE or 
visit www.BostonWineFestival.net for reservations 
and information. Tamara Wieder can be reached 
at twieder@phx.com. 
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SS Earn Extra MoneySS 
Deliver the New Verizon 
Telephone Directories 


Men & women 18 yrs and older 
with insured vehicles are needed 
to deliver the new Boston WP/YP 
Directories in Boston, North, 
South, West and areas including 
Waltham, Woburn, Stoneham, 
Lynnfield, Tewesbury, Canton, 
Malden, Revere, Everette and 
Chelsea. We also are looking for 
office clerks & loaders. Deliver 
starts about December 22nd. 
Work a minimum of 4 daylight 
hours per day & get paid within 
48 hours upon — successful 
completion of your route. 

Call 1-800-979-7978 
between the hours of 9:00am & 
5:30pm M-F. Refer to Job 
#3700-L EOE 
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Stanhope Grille 


The verdict is good food at the former Boston-police headquarters 


BROOK GRIFFIN 


BY ROBERT NADEAU 


uring the many years this building 
Di Boston’s police headquar- 

ters, I managed to avoid dining in 
the basement, where the holding cells 
might have been. (As a reporter, I once 
had a cup of coffee with detectives on 
one of the higher floors.) Now the Irish- 
owned Jurys Hotel chain has removed all 
vestiges of the former cop shop, except 
for a small exhibit of Victorian-era 
Boston-police memorabilia and the name 
of its bar, Cuffs. One walks 
past these things, and 
through the loud bar, to the 
Stanhope Grille, a relatively 
quiet 65-seat oasis awash in 
1950s autumnal colors and 
low light. Chef Matthew 
King’s food is also somewhat 
out of the ’50s, but in one of 
the best possible ways: 
plainly presented protein 
with elaborate potato varia- 
tions. There is some Irish- 
ness to the food, probably 
more at breakfast, but not a 
doughnut in the house. 

We begin with a basket of 
rolled-dough rolls and a 
pour of fruity olive oil, or 
you could use the chive but- 
ter. The mushroom-salad ap- 
petizer ($10) is actually a 
pair of fried pockets of 
mushroom and cream cheese, like mush- 
room Rangoons. The salad part is field 
greens wrapped in a thin strip of cucum- 
ber. The “winter chopped salad” ($9) is a 
seasonally colored mix of romaine, red 
dressing, cranberries sweet as lingonber- 
ries, slices of pear, and walnuts. 

Steamed mussels ($8) were plump and 
orange, not piping hot, but spicy from 
both the tomato-wine broth and dribbles 
of hot-pepper mayon- 
naise (well, the menu 
calls it “rouillie,” which 
ought to be rouille). A 
nice toast, like br- 
uschetta, picked up 
some sauce, and we 
spooned up the rest 
with mussel shells. 
Smoked-corn-and- 
snow-crab chowder 
($8), with its creative 
ingredients, was our 
most unconventional 
appetizer. The taste is a 
medley of classic chow- 
der flavors: cream 
touched with shellfish 
and smoke, with lumps 
of potato and kernels of 
corn. Another nice twist 
is pumpkin-seed-crust- 
ed sea scallops ($13), 
not amazing shellfish, 
but very good, with 
contrasting crust and a 
side salad of shaved 
fennel and seaweed. 

You might order entrées to get the dif- 
ferent potatoes, as they often steal the 
platter. The rack of lamb ($33) brought 
two double baby-lamb chops impeccably 
rare to order. And the sautéed baby veg- 
etables, including asparagus tied with 
chives, were fun, but the bacon-flavored 
potato does linger in the memory. So do 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST: chef 

Matthew King’s food is somewhat 
out of the ’50s, but in one of the best _ with light cher- 
possible ways. 


















the blue-cheese 
potato croquettes 
on the dry-aged 
New York strip 
steak ($36), al- 
though here the 
superior beef was 
also something 
to savor, and 
there were lots 
more baby veg- 
etables, including 
pattypan and zucchini squash, carrots, and 
onions, in lots of meat-glaze sauce. 

The chef also knows pasta, judging by 
the braised-veal tagliatelle ($12/half; 
$24/whole), an Italian (modest) portion 
of perfect pasta ribbons dressed with 
wild mushrooms (and black trumpets at 
that) and some fairly fatty veal-breast 
cuts. Pan-seared monkfish ($24) is 
seared in what I am learning is the spe- 
cial Irish sense of the word, meaning 
sautéed, to 
make it as light 
as cod, and 
served in an 
oversize bowl of 
chopped clam 
chowder, ac- 
companied by 
some littlenecks 
in the shell. 

The wine list 
is international 
and decent. Our 
bottle of 2001 
Mattei barbera 
($7/glass; 
$24/bottle) was 
exactly what I 
wanted from 
the secondary 
grape of the 
Italian Pied- 
mont, a table 
red that begins 


ry fruit and 

finishes with 
some astringency, the better to set off 
steak and lamb. 

Desserts are relatively weak, except 
for the peach Bellini sorbet in a sugar- 
frosted martini glass ($8), which reach- 
es the complexity of a strawberry flavor 
with peach and perhaps some Asti 
Spumante. The frosted fruit tart ($8) is 
beautifully made but rests on a heavy 


NO DOUGHNUTS in sight at Stanhope Grille, in the old 
Boston-police headquarters. 








) p.m.: Fri 


3U p.m., and 


5:30-11 p.m.; Sat, 7-11 a.m. and 5:30—-11 p.m.; 


and Sun, 7-10 a.m. and 5:30-10 p.m 

AE, DC, Di, MC, Vi 

Full bar 

Valet parking at Stuart Street entrance 

& accessible via Stuart Street door and elevator 





cookie crust, and the wild blueberries 


taste frozen. I don’t mean that they 
were frozen (although it is December, 
folks), but the taste was like eating 
berries out of the freezer. Warm choco- 
late-fondant cake ($8) is the usual of its 
kind (which I usually like a great deal), 
but the ice cream doesn’t taste much of 
the menu-promised Bailey’s Irish 
Cream. Similarly, white-chocolate bread 
pudding ($8) is terrific if you forget 
about the white-chocolate part and just 
pour the caramel sauce over it. Decaf 
($3), tea ($3), and espresso ($3.50) 
were all fine, but served after the 
desserts rather than before, the only 
service lapse of our evening. 

One of the great things about hotel 
restaurants is that they keep the classic 
dishes alive; another is that they are re- 
sponsive, even to local restaurant critics. 
A number of the details of our meal had 
been modified for the better from de- 
scriptions in published reviews. Chef King 
is very visible in the dining room, and the 
open-kitchen format allows him to go 
over and adjust plates in full view. I’m not 
sure I really want to know about this, but 
it’s certainly in the spirit of open kitchens. 

Open kitchens are also loud, although 
this one is open only above the shoul- 
ders, so not so loud. Early in our evening 
the noise mostly reflected a muted hub- 
bub from the bar next door. As the Stan- 
hope Grille fills up, it gets loud enough 
to drown out its own soundtrack, which 
might have been torch singers of the 
1920s and 1930s. That would go with 
the hotel’s packages involving the MFA’s 
Art Deco exhibit. The dining room has 
some Art Deco touches built in, and the 
bar has a painting in the style of Art 
Deco illustrator Tamara de Lempicka, 
featured in the MFA show. cea 

Robert Nadeau can be reached at 
RobtNadeau@aol.com. 
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>Dining guide 





The following represent some of Greater Boston’s more noteworthy restaurants, some 
Boston Phoenix advertisers among them. Most of these listings have been distilled from our 
full-length reviews. Entrée prices are rounded to the nearest dollar. Restaurant hours, 
credit-card policy, and liquor information are not included, so be sure to call ahead. 


CHECK OUT OUR ARCHIVE OF RESTAURANT REVIEWS AT www.thephoenix.com 








ALLSTON/BRIGHTON 
ANEKA RASA, 122 Harvard Ave., Allston, 


(617) 562-8989. $6-$21 (lunch, $7). A lit- | 


tle more spicy and authentic than the better 
known Malaysian restaurants, but does 
quite well with blander yam pots and satay 
as well. Still, you kind of have to try the 
lamb rendang casserole, and maybe even 
the “jungle green beans (strong taste),” and 
the dessert of pulut hitam, a coconut milk, 
black rice soup that gets rather addictive 
BLUESTONE BISTRO, 1799 Comm Ave, 
Brighton, (617) 254-8309. $7-$13. Pick 
your own pizza ingredients (peppers, 
mushrooms, prosciutto, walnuts?), or split 
a salad and one of the eclectic pasta dishes 
The room is small, buzzing, and pretty styl- 
ish for Brighton; there’s beer on tap, but no 
bar. Live music on Thurs. and Fri. nights 
CARLO’S CUCINA ITALIANA, 131 
Brighton Ave., Brighton, (617) 254-9759. 
$9.95-$17.95. Rising out of “On The 
Cheap” prices but not losing its pasta-lov- 
ing soul, Carlo’s is best on red sauce, home- 
made pasta specials, and an unhurried 
lunch — still a bargain in any language. At 
dinner, hit the portobello mushroom, dish- 
es with people’s names (especially ones 
with pasta and red sauce), and remember 
to gesture with your hands a lot. Crowded 
and informal, but the opposite of grunge 
ISTANBUL CAFE, 1414-1418 Comm 
Ave, Brighton, (617) 232-1700. $14-$22 
This used to be a good Turkish restaurant 
on Beacon Hill; now it’s an amazingly 
good one in Brighton, ranking with such 
linen-tablecloth ethnic ventures as the 
Helmand and Argana. There are a lot of 
must-tastes: the fresh eggplant salad, the 
charcoal-grilled squid, the superb donner 
kebab, and the kunefi dessert. 

RANGOLI, 129 Brighton Ave., Allston, 
(617) 562-0200. $9-$13. Something new 
to this area: South Indian food (generally 
spicier, more fried, and more vegetarian 
than the more familiar North Indian dish- 
es). The dishes are so individualistically 
flavored that it’s like Indian cuisine in 
Technicolor. Especially the crunchy-sweet 
samosa-bhel, the satisfying pav bhaji, 
masala dosa, and idli-sambhar. You can 
also fall back on the familiar tandoori 
dishes, vindaloo, chaat, and such. 

TASCA, 1612 Comm Ave, (617) 730- 
8002. $10-$15. Our advice is to stick to 
tapas (bar snacks) in what looks more like 
a sit-down dining room than the kind of 
loud tapas bar Spaniards call a tasca. Good 
Spanish wine list, so have a fino and some 
fried calamares, and enjoy. 

WONDER BAR, 186 Harvard Ave., All- 
ston, (617) 351-2665. $6-$10. The echt- 
Allston crowd may never love this outpost 
of Newbury Street polish, but it’s their loss 
— the former Bunratty’s is now a civilized 
(and cheap) place for a drink and a bite. 
The food’s good (mostly sandwiches and 
small dinners baked in terra-cotta pots), 
there’s plenty of beer on tap (even though 
everyone around you is drinking martinis), 
and there’s jazz at night. Warning: you 
won't get past the doorman in sneakers. 


BACK BAY 

AZURE, 61 Exeter St. (Lenox Hotel), 
Boston, (617) 933-4800. $20-$36. Grand- 
pa wants to go the old Ritz-Carlton dining 
room, and niece wants to try the nouvelle 
cuisine at the new one. Let’s send this fam- 
ily to the Lenox Hotel, where the upscale 
Azure has some of the qualities of each, 
with a unifying theme of exotic seafood. 
Our picks off the opening menu favored 
the simpler ideas (goat-cheese flan, “Very 
Good Lobster Soup,” rack of lamb, sher- 
bets), over the more complicated dishes, 
and the Atlantic seafood (sautéed sea dabs 
with Peekytoe crab) over the Pacific stuff. 
But niece will get to sample at least three 
new species of fish and produce. And Uncle 
Carl will enjoy the extensive wine list. 
BAJA MEXICAN CANTINA, 111 Dart- 
mouth St., Boston, (617) 262-7575. $7- 
$12. Serves California Mexican food 
rather than “authentic” Mexican, but does 
so with spirit and skill. Most authentic 
Mexican restaurants, after all, don’t have 
Baja’s wonderful “ultimate chocolate 
cake,” or its grilled salmon quesadilla, or a 
heavenly roasted garlic memela (close 
your eyes — it’s pizza) 

BANGKOK BLUE, 651 Boylston St., 
Boston, (617) 266-1010. $8-$17. Very 
good all-around Thai restaurant, with love- 
ly paintings in a duplex space, and often 
easier to get into than Back Bay neighbors 
offering half the flavor at three times the 
price. Good with coconut milk and seafood 
and dumplings, especially golden triangles, 
rendang (an Indonesian coconut stew), 
choo chee fisherman, and a rare Asian 
dessert that works: Thai custard. 

BHINDI BAZAAR INDIAN CAFE, 95 
Mass Ave, Boston, (617) 450-0660. $10- 
$14 (lunch, $7-$8). A pretty little café from 
the owner of Rangoli and Tanjore, again of- 


fering regional dishes from all over India, 
but again at its best with Bombay-style 
dishes like bhel and chat papri, although 
the south Indian dosa is very wonderful, 
and the Bengali-style bhindi (okra) aachari 
is the best vegetable curry I've had in years 
BLUE CAT CAFE, 94 Mass Ave, Boston, 
(617) 247-9922. $12-$19. The latest 
“restaurant concept” to rotate into this 
roomy bar-restaurant space (ex-Café Mojo, 
ex-575) has a jazz motif and the most up- 
scale turntable stand we've ever seen. The 
action seems to be mostly in the bar, but 
there's something to be said for eating at the 
all-booth restaurant, especially if you order 
the wasabi tuna salad, muffuletta sandwich, 
or “Southwest style” hanger steak. 
BRISTOL LOUNGE, 200 Boylston St 
(Four Seasons Hotel), Boston, (617) 338- 
4400. $13-$32. The ground-floor restau- 
rant at the Four Seasons isn’t cheap, but 
it’s swanky and quiet and a lot more af- 
fordable than Aujourd’hui upstairs — and 
you get that same gratifyingly slavish Four 
Seasons service. The lush $14 hamburger 
is famous for a very good reason, and the 
fries should be in a textbook 
COTTONWOOD CAFE, 222 Berkeley 
St., Boston, (617) 247-2225. $12-$24 
(lunch, $6-$10). Likable, stylish, inauthen- 
tic, popular Santa Fe bar with nouvelle 
NuMex food. Good salads and desserts, 
fun fusions like “cowb stickers,” 
Rocky Mountain lamb, Norma’s Zuni roll 
GRILL 23 AND BAR, 161 Berkeley St., 
3oston, (617) 542-2255. $24-$60. Heaven 
for carnivores, but fans of general good- 
food-beyond-steak will find happiness 
here, too. A handsome, impressive room 
(and a new second floor), with a sense of 
Old World luxury 

MARCELLO’S, 272A Newbury St., 
Boston, (617) 536-1004. $16-$22. Despite 





boy pot 


lo’s is actually a very good Persian restau- 
rant hidden behind a serviceable Italian 
one. You can order the fried calamari, but 
don’t miss the eggplant appetizer, the two 
Persian beef stews, or some of the kebabs 
with fabulously aromatic rice. If you like 
rosewater, Persian ice cream is for you. 

MORTON’S, 1 Exeter Plaza (Boylston at 
Exeter), Boston, (617) 266-5858. $23-$51. 
A modern reconstruction-of a Chicago steak- 
house. Offering a custom-aged porterhouse 
steak of unimaginable flavor and tenderness. 
THE OTHER SIDE CAFE, 407 Newbury 
St., Boston, (617) 536-9477. $3-$7. Bo- 
hemian café with cheap West Coast sand- 
wiches (on terrific breads) and fresh juices, 
including “a dose of wheatgrass juice.” 

PARISH CAFE, 361 Boylston St., Boston, 
(617) 247-4777. $8-$17. A bar with sand- 
wiches named after celebrities who can ac- 
tually cook. Chefs, in fact. Boston’s celebri- 


ty chefs designed some nifty sandwiches 
and salads, and a young staff makes them 
with top-shelf ingredients. And serves 
them with some interesting American 
wines and world beers. A conversation- 
maker for people interested in food. 
RITZ-CARLTON DINING ROOM, 15 
Arlington St. (Ritz-Carlton), Boston, (617) 
536-5700. $28-$50. The refurbished Ritz 
has kept the legendary service and atmos- 
phere of the grand Dining Room, and chef 
Tony Esnault has updated the food with- 
out losing the classic feel. You'll still want 
to dress up and concentrate on protein, 
such as tenderloin of beef, rack of lamb, or 
genuine Dover sole, but you'll be surprised 
by the graceful vegetable garnishes. Using 
one’s own money, you might pass on appe- 
tizers and add the superb cheese course, 
but splurge on desserts 

SAINT, 90 Exeter St., Boston, (617) 236- 
1134. $6-$18. Chef Rene Michelena (La 
Bettola, Centro, the Vault) brings his 
Mediter-Asian flare to a menu of all small 
plates in a modish nightclub. It gets expen- 
sive before it gets filling, but don’t miss the 
KL curried crab cakes, king crab maki, 
smoked scallop spring rolls, and lemon 
chicken parsnip fries. Dress to kill 

THAI BASIL, 132 Newbury St., Boston 
(617) 578-0089. $12-$18 (lunch, $6-$8 
Underground but elegant effort to sell 
consistent Thai menu in the Back Bay. Ex 
t porpia tod (spring rolls), and quality 
across the board, from the tamarind duck to 
the pretty-darn-hot “choo chee fisherman.’ 
29 NEWBURY, 29 Newbury St., Boston, 
(617) 536-0290. $18-$28. New American 
cuisine served in the kind of low-key but el- 
egant atmosphere you'd expect on lower 
Newbury Street. Works by local artists hang 
on the walls; an outdoor café in the warm 
weather makes for ideal people-watching 
TYPHOON, 725 Boylston St., Boston, 
(617) 859-8181. $10-$25. Too many 
cuisines at a useful range of prices. We 
think the Vietnamese food is the core of the 
menu, but some Hong Kong seafood dishes 
are well made, and the sushi is entirely ac- 
ceptable. How you fuse is up to you, but 
you could start with spicy shrimp soup, 
ruby scallops, a classic Cantonese steamed 
sea bass, or a cheap vermicelli plate. Dodge 
the obvious Chinese tourist food, though. 


BEACON HILL 

ARTU, 89 Charles St., Boston, (617) 227- 
9023. $9-$23. A stylish, low-key trattoria 
and roastery with two locations. The 
Charles Street storefront is the place if 
you're in the mood for a terrific lamb sand- 
wich, or if one of the nightly specials looks 
good. The original North End branch is a 
better spot for a full Italian dinner (longer 
menu; prices a dollar lower). At both, the 





food is affordable and consistently flavorful 
GROTTO, 37 Bowdoin St., Boston, (617) 
227-3434. $17-$24 (lunch, $8-$15). It’s a 
little basement with bare brick and a red 
ceiling, and the spirit of a college-town 
bistro — moderately priced, . adventure- 
some, youthful, and enthusiastic even 
when imperfect. The food is mostly Italian- 
inspired, such as Tuscan fondue, lobster 
lasagna, and outstanding sorbetti 


CHARLESTOWN 

TANGIERINO, 83 Main St., Charlestown, 
(617) 242-6009. $17-$30. What is this 
beautiful Moroccan restaurant doing in 
Charlestown? Serving a mix of modern 
and traditional food in three rooms deco 
rated with a similar mix of modern and 
old-fashioned Maghrebian furniture (all of 
it for sale!). Don’t miss the calamari, the 
crab cake, the chicken bastilla, the tagine 
djaj (the chicken comfort dish for all time), 
or the homemade sorbets. You may need 
two visits to try all the don’t-miss dishes 


CHINATOWN 
CHAU CHOW CITY, 83 Essex St. Boston, 
(617) 338-8158. $6-$16. Av 


ast, somewhat 





glitzy room at the top of the solid pyramid 
of Chau Chow seafood restaurants. The 
new palace is a little more expensive, has a 
little better service open 

somewhat conser 





though still featuring authenti 





seafood dishes such as cla 
sauce, lobster or crab with s al 
lion, and spicy fried calamari. Daily dim 
sum is for the more adventurous 

EAST OCEAN CITY, 25-29 Beach St., 
Boston, (617) 542-2504/4223. $4-$20 
Handsomely decorated Cantonese—Hong 
Kong restaurant that actually nets a fish 
from the dining-room tank for your 
steamed fish. You can taste the difference 
Good house-special soup, clams in black- 
bean sauce, king tou spares, and chow 
foon as well. Late hours, full liquor license 
Dress up a little 

GRAND CHAU CHOW, 41-45 Beach St., 
Boston, (617) 292-5166. $8-$12. A fancier 
supplement to the popular Chau Chow 
Seafood Restaurant across the street, with 
good versions of every imaginable Chinese 
dish, but concentrating on Cantonese-style 
seafood and specialties of the Chau Chow 
people from Swatow and Southeast Asia. 
Notice the Swatowese dumpling soup, 
vinegar dips, grey sole with fried fins and 
bones, sautéed pea tendrils, and a surpris- 
ing General Gau’s chicken 

IMPERIAL SEAFOOD RESTAURANT, 
70 Beach St., Boston, (617) 426-8543. $6- 
$27. The downstairs of the famous dim 
sum restaurant, full of big round tables for 
large groups on medium-celebratory occa- 
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Penguin Pizza 
A cool new option in 


Brigham Circle 


In the past, working in Brigham 
Circle meant brown-bagging it 
for lunch. That’s because after 
only a week of eating out, you’d 
have run through all the so-so 


options in the area. But no 


longer: a new crop of restaurants 
has opened there, and Penguin 
Pizza is leading the way in style 


and substance. 


The restaurant’s modern décor 


couldn’t be further from the 





RAYNALD CARRE 


pleather booths and checkerboard linoleum tiles that are the hallmark of so many pizza 
joints. Instead, think exposed brick, an open kitchen, and orange lights hanging from long 
wires above a bar. If their warm brogues are any indication, members of the friendly staff 
hail from Ireland — but the idea for Penguin Pizza comes from just down the street, where 
the owners used to run the now-defunct Pig’s Pizza. The new locale offers many advan- 
tages, including a larger seating area that comfortably accommodates 10 tables of two to 
six people, bar seating, and two tables tucked into a small nook in the side of the room. 

Penguin Pizza, like Pig’s before it, serves a very-thin-crust pizza with both familiar top- 
ping choices (vegetables, sausage, salami, etc.) and more-gourmet options (caramelized 
onions, capers, and clams, among others). Penguin also serves specialty pizza. The sea- 
sonal ($10.50 medium/$13.65 large) comes smothered in roasted butternut squash, goat 
cheese, sage, and leeks, and offers a nice combination of creamy and sweet. A smattering 
of non-pizza entrées, including pasta, salads, and soups, is also on the menu. 

Penguin Pizza; located at 735 Huntington Avenue, in Boston, is open daily, from 
11 a.m. to 1 a.m. Call (617) 277-9200. 





— Christine Junge 


sions. The best of an overly inclusive menu 
are the ambitious Cantonese 
steamed fish; lobster Chinese style; Imper 
ial egg roll; roast duck; clams in black- 
bean sauce. Lavishly redecorated with live 
fish and lobster tanks, without losing the 
rococo, kitschy sense of the thing 

NEW SHANGHAI RESTAURANT, 21 
Hudson St., Boston, (617) 338-6688. $8 
$17. Chinatown’s venerable Szechuan 
palace refurbished and refocused on 
Shanghai cold appetizers and soy-based 
stews. Five-spice beef and duck, crispy scal 
lops with black-pepper sauce, steamed 
prawns with garlic, whole fish with braised 
bean curd — a consistently fine meal hand 
somely served. You could dress up for thi 
PEACH FARM RESTAURANT, 4 Tyler 
St., Boston, (617) 482-1116. $4-$34. One 
of the smaller live-tank seafood restau 
rants in Chinatown, Peach Farm takes ad 
vantage by getting everything to the table 
really fast. Steamed fish and fried any 


classics 





squeaky-clean cafeteria in the basement 
the extensively rehabbed United House of 
Prayer for All People in the former Elma 


Lewis School 


DOWNTOWN/WATERFRONT 

AURA, One Seaport Lane (Seaport Hotel 
Boston Waterfront, (617) 385-4300. $19 
$32. Chef Ed Doyle’s food can be hand 
some, but at these prices 
to expect a perfection that the flavors don’t 
And Aura’s hotel-lobby set 


you have a right 


always deliver 











up is clearly more oriented toward conven 
tioneers than natives. Dess however 
are consistently original and gor 

THE CHART HOUSE, 60 | Wharf 
Boston Waterfront, (617) 227-1576. $17 
$35. The newly remodele hart House 

1 lot like the old one big portions of 
plain seafood and steaks, California f 
great views, free valet parking. A very us 
ful restaurant, and a very good meal if you 
yet a table near the ond-floor kitchen 


You may not wind up cooking like Jody Adams, but if you take one 
of her winter cooking classes, you'll at least get to watch the mas- 
ter at work. On January 8, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Adams kicks off 
the series at Rialto (Charles Hotel, 1 Bennett Street, Cambridge) 
with a class focusing on dukkah, an Egyptian spice mixture, and 
preserved lemons. The cost is $75; call (617) 661-5050. 









thing really benefit, but don’t mis 
braised chicken hot pot, perhaps the tast 
est chicken dish in Bostor 

PEKING TOM’S LONGTANG 
LOUNGE, 25 Kingston St., Boston, (617 
482-6282 $25. The sur 





restaurant of 2003 is a revival of 
Chinese-Polynesian palace 
bistro setting surprising 
Go figure over umbrella 1 
pu-pu platter, solid bistro entrées, 
sion desserts like coco boba (like a pina co 
lada milkshake). Our reviewer was trou 
bled by the politics of neo-Trader Vic-ing 
but he’s an old fart who feels guilty about 
Charlie Chan movies, while scarfing down 
every sparerib on the menu 

QUALITY CAFE, 50 Beach St:, Boston 
(617) 988-8006. $4-$15. Actually a snack 
parlor, with late hours and lots of bubble 
tea, noodle plates, and odd desserts, but 
the huge menu will also suit large mixed 
groups, as the Chinese-American food is 
decently made and priced, and there are 
some excellent versions of Szechuan egg- 
plant, spicy dry-fried seafood, stir-fried 
peapod stems, clay pots of rice, and sea- 
sonal hotpots. 

YAN’S BEST PLACE, 52 Beach St 
Boston, (617) 338-6223. $7-$16. A nonde- 
script storefront leads to an excellent, old- 
school Cantonese seafood restaurant. See if 
you can get your server to translate some 
of the specials posted on the wall, but on 
the regular menu you won't go wrong with 
the house special seafood soup, any of the 
seafood dishes with garlic chives, the 
braised duck Buddha’s delight, and the 
taro “tapioca pearls dessert” for dessert 


COPLEY/PRUDENTIAL 
BRASSERIE JO, 120 Huntington Ave 
(Colonnade Hotel), Boston, (617) 425- 
3240. $14-$29. Traditional Parisian bistro 
flavors with some hearty Alsatian dishes. A 
clone of a second restaurant by Chicago’s Al- 
satian chef Jean Joho, this is a remarkably 
useful restaurant for the Colonnade Hotel, 
the Symphony-Prudential area, and anyone 
who happens by for breakfast, lunch, dinner, 
drinks, or a late graze. Unusually for the 
‘90s, the big flavors are in the entrées, such 
as choucroute garni, cog au vin, and duck 
ling a l’orange, with important cabbage and 
potato statements on the side 


DORCHESTER/MATTAPAN 
GALVIN’S HARP AND BARD, 1099 
Dorchester Ave., Dorchester, (617) 265- 
2893. $5-$11. Irish bar with quality meat 
and potatoes, fried fish, homemade soups, 
and fine Grape-Nuts custard at prices that 
you can fit in a draft Bass or Harp. Over 
the TV, a ticker prints the odds on sporting 
events. 

PIT STOP BARBECUE, 888A Morton 
St., Dorchester, (617) 436-0485. $5-$19 
A tiny building and two-table restaurant 
built around an exposed brick oven. Basi- 
cally take-out, and what you want are the 
exquisite pork ribs, slowly defatted and 
perfectly balanced between smoky and 
spicy. The rest is hit or miss. Late hours 
Thurs. through Sun 

UNITED HOUSE OF PRAYER 
KITCHEN, 206 Seaver St., Boston, (617) 
442-0105. $6-$8. Cheap, wholesome, and 
filling soul food is the daily offering at this 


s in a small bar 
near Chinatown 
inks, a fab 


and fl 
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owntown dinin | es of 
I Too re l I 
1 il m irsu 
akes, firebrick chicken, the lobster clut 
sandwich, or 





for cranberry 1 
FAJITAS & ’RITAS, 25 


asual 


(617) 426-1222. $5-$12. Lively 
Tex-Mex restaurant and margarita bar 
Décor is provided mostly by the cust 






who cover the walls with cra 
LUCKY’S RESTAURANT, 
St., Boston Waterfront, (617 57-5825 
$8-$15. Retro bar with semi-retro prices 
decent food. The weeknight 
dinner 
later in the 


and pretty 
crowd is digiserfs for drinks an 
with lonely § 
bar. Our picks are the smoked-chicken que 
sadilla, Bella’s meatloaf, and BYO earplugs 
MANTRA, 52 Temple Place, Boston, (617) 
542-8111. $21-$39. Mantra is like an 
avant-garde restaurant in New York: ex 
pensive, fascinating, intellectual, and scan 
dalous. The food, however, is novel and ex 
cellent, isolating individual Asian-Indian 
spices in nouvelle cuisine presentations 





guys 


ontinuing 


MERITAGE, 70 Rowes Wharf (Boston 
Harbor Hotel), Boston, (617) 439-3995 
$15-$29. A great restaurant with a very 


confusing menu concept, organize d around 
wines, with all 24 offered in tw 
sizes. Dress well and carry a big wallet, but 
you might splurge on a lot of small plates 
you might splurge on a bottle of wine, you 


dishes 








might stick with the five-course tasting 
menu (wines included), or you might even 
go for desserts and dessert wines. The other 
theme is seasonal and ve and exoti 
produce, so don’t miss the ostrich 

RUBY ROOM, 155 Portland St. (Onyx 
Hotel), Boston, (617) 557-9955. $10-$17 


What's a nice bar like this with very nice bar 
food doing near North Station? Serving pa 
trons of the boutique Onyx Hotel and truly 
sophisticated hockey fans, we guess. Up 
scale bar snacks like the tuna tartare and the 
frito misto are terrific, and the kitchen also 
tums out a few entrées, some classic sauces, 
a proper molten chocolate cake, and fine 
coffee and tea. Dress up a little, so you'll 
look good with a Citrine in your hand 

SPIRE, 90 Tremont St. (Nine Zero Hotel) 
Boston, (617) 772-0202. $23-$37. The lat 
est in ultra-luxe dining rooms inside bou 
tique hotels rides the usual combination of 
select seasonal produce and inventive chef- 
fery, and rides it pretty far. Once the service 
and the room are adjusted, this will be a 
On the opening menu, meats, 
vegetables, and fruits outpaced fish, starch- 
es, and chocolate. Don't miss the heirloom 
tomato salad, seared diver scallops, veni 


top spot 


son, and citrus-poached nectarines 


WEST STREET GRILLE, 15 West St 


(Downtown Crossing), Boston, (617 
423-0300. $15-$25 (lunch, $8-$14 

Known primarily for its bar scene, this is 
a credible restaurant as well. The cook 


ing is roughly New American; the build 
ing is tall, narrow, and multistoried 


Continued on page 24 


and 











> DINING LISTINGS 


Continued from page 23 
the dining room, upstairs from the after 
work bustle, is surprisingly calm 


EAST BOSTON 
SANTARPIO’S, 111 Chelsea St., East 
617) 567-9871. $3-$16. One of 


the classic Boston pizzas, thin crust toasted 


Boston 


to a marvelous crisp. And a font of wood 
fired, East Boston “barbecue” items 
skewers of lamb or sausage served simply 


ind a hot cherry toma 





re is in a neighborhood 
bar with a core of boxing fans. Don’t knock 
Boom-Boom Mancini or Vinnie Paz in here 


UNCLE PETE’S HICKORY RIBS, 309 


1 Bennington St., East Boston, (617) 569 
RIBS. $7-$20. Pete Cucchiara has developed 
style of subtle smoked ribs that wins 
awards against revivalist barbecue, and 








packs in a wo lass clientele in East 


Boston. Great ft 
| 


hicken and French fries, 
nage for the “wicked pork 
law. The sit-down part is 


but worth a p 





ribs” and Asi 
pretty basic, like all great barbecue joints 


THE FENWAY 

BANGKOK CITY RESTAURANT, 167 
Mass Ave, Boston, (617) 266-8884. $7-$14 
(lunch, $5-$6). The fourth Thai restaurant 
within blocks of Symphony Hall, but the 
nearest to Berklee, with a fine list of vegetar 
ian items, including fooled-me spring rolls 
Elegant, uncrowded, and the food is beauti- 
fully presented. Omnivores go for shrimp 
mermaid, garlic fish, and beef jungle 
SORENTO’S [ITALIAN GOURMET, 86 
Peterborough St., Boston, (617) 424-7070 


$12-$20. A (somewhat yuppie) neighbor- 
hood pizza parlor with food better than 
most “Northern Italian” cafés. The secret: a 














short list of edients worked into al 
dente pastas, delectable calzones and piz 
as, anda if of creamy sauces 
WOODY’S GRILL & TAP, 58 Hen 
wavy St t 7 375.066 ¢O.¢ 
ist 1 f a < exe 
neighborhooc r nbos like clam and 
nd goat cheese, or 
olives, and arugula) 
JAMAICA 
PLAIN/ROSLINDALE 
ARBOR, 711 Centre St., Jamaica Pl 





617) 522-1221. $18-$24. Can a 
1 Jamaica Plain with 
Ider District Euro 


Most as 2¢ 







editerranean food g 








1 wine list of Fren 


gains? We hope so, a re already invest- 
ed in the tasting platter of six mezze, the 
Moroccan spiced lamb, a couple of 
eafood entrées, and all the desserts 

CAFE APOLLONIA, 146 Belgrade Ave 


76£01IN ¢ 617 
Ro al 27-6910. $14-$1 


$5-$7 As ethnic restaurants ZO, 





Boston’s only Albanian spot is medium- 


ized, modestly priced, and offers some in 
credibly good food. It’s a lot like Greek 
food, and a little like Croatian food, with 
extra Qs, Xs, and umlauts. But the palate 
leans more toward garlic and yogurt, with- 
out so much spice, so flavors are meatier 
and richer. You won't miss many appetiz- 
ers on the Apollonia platter, and can then 
swing into a lamb dish, or the beef qebap, 
the amazing moussaka, or the vegetable 
tourli, and save a little room for dessert if 
you like walnuts, honey, and filo 

CHA FAHN: A TEA ROOM, 763 Centre 
St., Jamaica Plain, (617) 983-3575. $14 
$18. Dark, meditative, and minimalist, but 
Cha Fahn keeps adding entrées and sakes to 
their core concept of teas and tea sandwich- 
es. Go to relax, and focus on such delights 
as the tea-bathed chicken, which tastes like 
divine barbecue, or the Indonesian satay 
tofu, or the chocolate mousse cake, or the 
Earl Grey rice pudding. The best of the teas 
are Taiwan oolongs and Japanese greens 
THE DOGWOOD CAFE, 3712 Washing- 
ton St., Jamaica Plain, (617) 522-7997. $9- 
$15. It looks like a hundred other bars, but 
tastes a lot better, especially if you’re having 
the wood-oven pizza (and especially the 
“evergreen”), warm tomato salad, pasta, 
steak tips, lamb specials, and/or blueberry 
pie. We like “and.” Honey hot wings may 
get you to shuffle off Buffalo wings 

JP SEAFOOD CAFE, 730 Centre St., Ja- 
maica Plain, (617) 983-5177. $10-$24 
(lunch, $7-$9). A neighborhood sushi bar 
and Korean-Japanese restaurant that start- 
ed out as part of an established fish store, so 
you know everything will be terrific. And it 
is, especially dumplings, scallion pancakes, 
stir-fries loaded with vegetables, teriyaki 
and tempura, and an excellent bibimbop 
And did I mention top-quality sushi? 

EL ORIENTAL DE CUBA, 416 Centre St 
(Hyde Sq.), Jamaica Plain, (617) 524-6464 
$7-$14. The orient in question is Eastern 
Cuba, inspiring amazing soups, Cubano 
sandwiches, and red-beans-and-rice to rank 
with any. Fierce chocolate batido, too. A 
neat little luncheonette to help us forget the 
loss of the Espafiola across the street 
TACOS EL CHARRO, 349 Centre St., Ja- 
maica Plain, (617) 524-3435. $2-$12 
Mexican food served with an authentically 
large quantity of beans, rice, starch 

heck out the spicy shrimp, tripe soup, and 
soulful burritos and tacos. Walls covered 
with mariachi photos 
VILLAGE SUSHI AND GRILL, 14 Corinth 
St., Roslindale, (617) 363-7874. $9-$25 
Good sushi and Korean entrées push deeper 
into the provinces, but this gem of emerging 





market. And, simply put, the stuff is amazing. Dewar’s master 


blender Tom Aiken blends Aberfeldy 27-year-old single-malt with 
at least one of which, Glen Deveron, is no fewer than 

from each of Scotland’s distilling regions (High- 
land, Lowland, Island, Speyside, Campbeltown, and Islay). Once 
they’re all commingled, it’s back to the barrel, to lie low and get 


whiskies 
37 years old 


to know each other for a while. What emerges is far, far better 


than the sum of its parts 


gorgeous and golden brown, with a 


sweetly aromatic nose recalling butterscotch, vanilla, and 
hearty fruit. Its viscous consistency leaves it clinging in 
sheets to the sides of the glass, but the flavor is anything 
but heavy. It’s delicate, understated, and balanced, with a 
clean, dry finish hinting slightly of the earthy reek of peat. 
Available at most Kappy’s Liquors stores, and (by the 
glass) at Top of the Hub, Prudential Center, Boston. 


Roslindale Square er, Village does 
some neat custom maki and a terrific ver- 
sion of fried ice cream (yes, that’s possible) 
Casual but nicely decorated little room 


NORTH END 

ALLORO, 351 Hanover St., Boston, 
(617) 523-9268. $7-$17. Simple, inspired 
dishes, in a tiny storefront restaurant. No 
frills — just intensely personal service and 
truly outstanding food. Cash only. Menu 
changes daily 

ARTU, 6 Prince St., Boston, (617) 742- 
4336. $8-$17. Stylish, inexpensive trattoria 
and roastery. See listing under Beacon Hill 
CAFE RAVELLO, 48-50 Salem St. (cor- 
ner Cross Street), Boston, (617) 723-5182. 
$8-$16. Best use yet for this airy second- 
floor space with a view, unfortunately still 
a view of the expressway more than the 
downtown skyline. Some North Italian 
food done well, such as the appetizer of 
grilled shrimp with white beans, but a re- 
ally good tomato sauce is the basis for sev- 
eral successes. No desserts. 
LIMONCELLO, 190 North St., Boston, 
(617) 523-4480. $10-$28. Limoncello 
strains to go touristy by day and lavish by 
night. In between is a pretty good Cal- 
abrese kitchen that does very nice things 
with homemade pasta, scallops, Chilean 
sea bass, and seasonal salads. If you order 
with enthusiasm, they may ply you with 
the eponymous liqueur, a fabulous essence 
of lemon peel 

MAMMA MARIA, 3 North Sq., Boston, 
(617) 523-0077. $9-$33. Multi-level, can- 
dlelit spot with pink tablecloths and fresh 
flowers on the tables, Seasonal menu, with 
an emphasis on the innovative. 
MONICA’S, 143 Richmond St., Boston, 
(617) 227-0311. $12-$20. A larger space 
for this Argentine-Italian family-owned 
restaurant featuring very nice antipasti 
and grilled vegetables, homemade pastas, 
and excellent wines. The food is up to 
date, but the spirit is something more like 
the old red-sauce North End 
RESTAURANT POMODORO, 319 
Hanover St., Boston, (617) 367-4348. $14- 
$17. A few-frills storefront offering savory, 
almost overwhelming platters. The action is 
in the daily specials, but watch for the red 
meat, risotto with lamb sausage, anything 
with fritters, and the roast-vegetable salad 
They take reservations but use the nearby 
cafés when tables aren't ready. No desserts, 
so it’s back to the cafés. No problem 
RISTORANTE FIORE, 150 Hanover St., 
Boston, (617) 371-1176, $15-$34. The 
largest restaurant in the North End, but 
rather pretty and uncrowded, since the 
seating is on three floors with every possi 
bility from a summer-perfect roof garden 


to a bar with working fireplace. The food 
is expensive and reliable if not amazing, 
although the antipasto and the grilled 
meat entrées were more than reliable on 
our last visit, and the gelato-based dessert 
specials are not to be missed 
TERRAMIA, 98 Salem St., Boston, (617) 
523-3112. $20-$32. A tiny spot with 
beamed ceiling, terra-cotta floor, and stuc- 
co walls. Comforting but creative Italian 
cuisine — inventive but not wild. Impecca- 
ble seafood, especially the swordfish dish- 
es, which are like air. 


SOUTH END 

ANCHOVIES, 433 Columbus Ave., 
Boston, (617) 266-5088. $5-$10. A lively 
neighborhood bar whipping up pizzas, cal- 
zones, and fresh pasta. Terrific value — 
when you can find a booth. 

CAFFE UMBRA, 1395 Washington St., 
Boston, (617) 867-0707. $14-$25. In the 
shadow of the Cathedral of the Holy Cross, 
Caffe Umbra is about the last place we’d 
expect a trendy bistro, but veteran chef 
Laura Brennan quickly drew crowds for a 
menu of French-inflected specialties with 
lively flavors. The vegetable aioli, skate 
wings, and coffee pot de créme are sure to 
be widely imitated. 

CLAREMONT CAFE, 535 Columbus 
Ave., Boston, (617) 247-9001. $14-$22 
(lunch, $6-$10). A fresh café that suits the 
South End, with informal service and a 
touch of bohemia in the decor. The.food is 
serious enough to suit anyone, with fine 
soups, unusual salads, deliciously gar- 
nished entrées, and knockout desserts. 
CLERYS ON COLUMBUS, 331 Columbus 
Ave., Boston, (617) 262-9874. $12-$14. 
Not really a bistro, but a quiet area set off 
from the popular bar, with kind of brushed- 
up bar food, including excellent coconut 
shrimp, grilled shrimp, seared shrimp, and 
homemade pastas. The front windows open 
to the street in warm weather, so dress pret- 
ty and banter with the passing crowd 

THE DELUX CAFE & LOUNGE, 100 
Chandler St., Boston, (617) 338-5258. $5- 
$13. The perfect, five-star, not-a-false-note 
postmodern café-bar for people in their 
20s. Deceptively simple great food and 
openhearted, sincere cool make this a great 
visit for anyone else. Wall art and music su- 
perbly evoke the ’50s-90s connection 
EQUATOR, 1721 Washington St., Boston, 
(617) 536-6386. $11-$27. Beautiful, roman- 
tic, even a little quiet space with first-class 
Thai food and enough steak, chicken, and 
pasta options to bring along someone who 
doesn't know or like Thai food. Of the fusion 
food, the Japanese appetizers trump the Ko- 
rean entrées. Western desserts and a decent 
wine list mean you can have amazing spring 
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Dewar’s 12 and 


Dewar’s Signature 
Out with the old 


After slumbering for years in oak casks, it’s 
time for Dewar’s two newest whiskies to see 
the light of day. The name of the handcraft- 
ed Dewar’s 12 means that each of the 
whiskies used to make it has hibernated in 
the Highlands for at least a dozen years 
(and some of them much longer than that). 
Its recipe dates back even further, all the 
way to the distiller’s beginnings, in 1846. 
The reward for all that waiting is a fine 
whisky indeed. With its regal brass 
coloring; airy wafts of honey, 
wildflower, and citrus; a palate rev- 
eling in rounded notes of brown 
sugar and molasses; and a robust finish marked by the faintest trace of sea salt, it’s 
a fine tribute to John Dewar and Sons’ 150-plus years of distilling expertise. 

But Dewar’s Signature goes it one better. We seldom write about big-ticket 
items in this space, but we’re making an exception this week. Yes, Signature 
retails for $200 a bottle. But there are only 1000 bottles of it on the 












— Mike Miliard 


rolls, prime rib, and créme brilée all on the 
same night. The Buddhas on the wall might 
not consider that Nirvana, but you may 
ICARUS, 3 Appleton St., Boston, (617) 
426-1790. $26-$34. A long-time favorite 
that’s held its own. American ingredients 
with flair in a romantic, festive environ- 
ment. Try the polenta with wild mush- 
rooms, grilled shrimp with mango- 
jalapeno sorbet, and venison with juniper, 
black pepper, and cranberries. Great com- 
fort food, elegantly prepared. 

THE NIGHTINGALE, 578 Tremont St., 
Boston, (617) 236-5658. $17-$25. Kind of 
the perfect South End restaurant of the mo- 
ment: jazz’ soundtrack, big windows over- 
looking Tremont Street, minimalist decor, 
kinda-French food, with the right balance of 
moderating prices and hip. But you must 
have the wild mushroom tart, creamy po- 
lenta with wild mushroom ragout, roasted 
halibut, and cinnamon panna cotta. Very 
well matched wines by the glass, too: 


The only small thing about blu is the lower- 
case name and portions of some rich dishes 
Flavors are large, prices are large (especially 
wine and desserts), and the room, mostly 
glass and metal struts like a modern airport, 
seems larger than it actually is, as well as 
louder and fuller with young people dressed 
to the nines. The signature appetizer is four 
kinds of raw seafood called “out of the blu”; 
entrées just don’t quit with outstanding 
venison, fish, diver scallops, and lamb. Our 
critic preferred the cheese plate with ingen 
ious garnishes to any of the desserts 
LEGAL SEA FOODS, 26 Park Plaza, 
Boston, (617) 426-4444. $12-$46. This 
Legal Sea Foods location is the most mod, 
almost a giant trendy bistro with really 
good food. Leaving the Park Plaza Hotel 
gave them a chance to upgrade the 
kitchen and dining rooms with a complete 
remake of the former Benihana. Wood- 
grilled seafood is still the most amazing 
thing on the ever-expanding menu, which 
includes a few Caribbean dishes from the 
lamented Legal C Bar. 
MCCORMICK & SCHMICK’S, 34 
Columbus Ave. (Park Plaza Hotel), Boston, 
(617) 482-3999. $15-$28. The Park Plaza’s 
revenge on the departing Legal Sea Foods is 
this upscale fish-house chain out of Port- 
land. It doesn’t exceed Legal’s at what 
Legal’s does best, but it does offer more 
restaurant-like desserts, vegetables, sauces, 
bar specialties, and a cool selection of air- 
mail oysters. It’s much posher and some- 
what more expensive than Legal’s, too. 
TEATRO, 177 Tremont St., Boston, (617) 
778-6841. $14-$30. Short menu. Loud, 
crowded, dark space. But like Europe, like 
Rome. Dress to mingle with movie stars, and 
maybe eat some terrific Italian food, like a 
luminous ribolita (that’s a white-bean 
soup), a slow-cooked pork shank that 
redefines the cut, and rich gelati for dessert 
There’s nothing more appalling than a fash- 
ionable loud bar with food so good you even 
get carried away by a green-apple martini 


ee Tuileyetele(s 


CENTRAL SQUARE 

THE ASGARD, 350 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, (617) 577-9100. $8-$20 (lunch, 
$7-$10). Quaff your Guinness or Magners 
in a postmodern mead hall of Celtic-Viking 
decor, with pretty good Irish entrées, espe- 
cially the fish and chips and the bangers ’n 
mash, or such quasi-Fenian delights as 
crab cakes, chili, “Emerald Isle Nachos,” 
and “warm Moulton chocolate cake.” 
GREEN STREET GRILL, 280 Green St., 
Cambridge, (617) 876-1655. $16-$21 
Used to be a dive with brilliant, highly- 
spiced Caribbean food. Now it has yellow 
walls, track lights, tablecloths, and milder 
food, but is perhaps more widely appealing, 
especially the salads, ribs, calamari, skirt 
steak, and créme caramel. It’s great jazz-bar 
food, although the food service ends well 
before the excellent live music comes on 
JERUSALEM CAFE, 245 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, (617) 441-8689. $5-$8. Openly 
Palestinian source for cheap and generous, 
but not overly flavorful, meals. Stick with 
the hummus, Cairo chicken salad, or the 
mild curried goat, and Arabic coffee with a 
sweet dessert. A lot of very random décor 
marks this as an MIT student hangout 
rather than a cultural statement. 
KOREANA, 154 Prospect St., Cambridge, 
(617) 576-8661. $12-$23 (lunch, $8-$9). 
Reopened after a fire and a long hiatus, 
Koreana is more sophisticated and cosmo- 
politan than ever, with a stronger Korean 
focus (but very good sushi and Japanese 
dishes as well). Almost every table has a 
propane grill, and the grilled dishes are 
fun, but don’t miss the skate wing fish ap- 
petizer and the real star of the meal: the 








With temperatures dropping, roaring fires and glasses of port 
sound pretty perfect. So pay a visit to the Fireplace (1634 Bea- 


con Street, Brookline) on January 8, from 3 to 4 p.m., when the 
restaurant’s Fireside Chats series continues with a tasting of co- 
gnac, brandy, and port, along with complementary food sam- 
plings. The cost is $25; call (617) 975-1900. 





PAN THAI, 14a Westland Ave. (Sympho- 


| ny), Boston, (617) 236-7907. $7-$13. The 


Thai restaurant closest to Symphony Hall 
and the Huntington Theatre, and a very 
good one, with a fine list of noodle dishes, 
fried appetizers, some very decent fusion 
dishes (grilled chicken lemongrass, seafood 
typhoon), and even a few desserts. The 
cheesecake is actually five teeny tarts of 
cheesecake, just a bite of richness. 
PERDIX, 560 Tremont St., Boston, (617) 
338-8070. $21-$24. Co-owner chef Tim Par- 
tridge is a roast-and-grill kind of guy, but 
with a fine touch on seafood. To move up 
from a tiny space in Jamaica Plain to a small 
space in the South End, he’s powered up his 
garnishes and desserts, and while the menu 
changes often, this really is the place to have 
arancini, monkfish, “steak with whatever 
Tim wants,” and hot chocolate with cookies 
for dessert. Unusual wines, too 


THEATER DISTRICT 
BLU, Sports Club/LA, 4 Avery St., Boston, 
(617) 375-8850. $24-$36 (lunch, $8-19) 


array of side dishes and the complimenta- 
ry cinnamon rice punch that ends dinners. 
MARY CHUNG RESTAURANT, 464 
Mass Ave, Cambridge, (617) 864-1991. 
$5-$25 (lunch, $4-$5). A revival of the last 
really good ’70s-’80s Mandarin-Szechuan 
restaurant of Central Square, complete 
with the same superior Peking raviolis, 
suan le chow show, chicken velvet, and 
dun dun noodles, and the same techno- 
nerd customers crowding in to get them. 
MIDDLE EAST CAFE, 472 and 480 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, (617) 354-8238. $8-$12 
(lunch, $4-$6). One of the more explicitly 
Arabic restaurants in the area, with a dis- 
tinctly Lebanese menu. Strong on the 
kibbees; excellent beer selection. 

PU PU HOT POT, 907 Main St., Cam- 
bridge, (617) 491-6636. $5-$13. Despite 
the name and modest size, a very fine 
Mandarin-Szechuan restaurant with a Tai- 
wanese emphasis on deep frying and good 
lists of vegetarian specialties and Shanghai 
cold appetizers. Don't miss the big noodle 
soups, vegetable tempura, orange-flavor 


chicken, strange-flavor shrimp, or the “Pu 
Pu scallion doughnuts,” which take scal- 
lion pancakes to a whole new dimension 
ROYAL INDIA, 313 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, (617) 491-8333. $5-$12. There’s 
no real proof that the typical Punjabi menu 
here is inferior, but everyone goes for Ben- 
gali specialties like the aloo bhate (spicy 
hash-brown potatoes), kasha mangsho 
(goat in onion gravy), chingrir malaikari 
(shrimp in coconut cream), and coppi pako- 
ras (spicy cauliflower fritters). One hidden 
treasure is the egg-lemony chicken soup 


EAST CAMBRIDGE 

ATASCA, 279A Broadway, Cambridge, 
(617) 354-4355. $13-$26. A warm, friendly 
restaurant, with big butcher-block tables, 
that makes a great case for the underappre- 
ciated food of Portugal. Order a couple bot- 
tles of vinho verde and enjoy the chopped- 
octopus salad and am ijoas na cataplana — 
clams in a traditional copper steamer. Check 
out the larger Hampshire Street location. 


HARVARD SQUARE 

BOMBAY CLUB, 57 JFK St. (Galleria 
Mall), Cambridge, (617) 661-8100. $9- 
$15 (buffet lunch, $5.95). Inching above 
Boston standards, Bombay Club offers a 
familiar menu in unfamiliarly airy, con- 
temporary surroundings. The divine is in 
the little things, like the buttering of mint 
chutney in the cheese pakoras, the distinc- 
tive spicing in the vegetarian curries, the 
texture and charcoal flavor of the reshmi 
kebab. Good breads. 

BROTHER JIMMY’S BBQ, 96 Winthrop 
St., Cambridge, (617) 547-RIBS. $7-$16. 
The ex-House of Blues space has lost its 
wonderful art and performers, but the idea 
of white soul food in a shack lingers on. The 
new format emphasizes drinks with scary 
names, sports on screens, and waitresses 
with strategically-torn T-shirts. But you can 
still dine well on fried appetizers, a very 
passable chicken fried steak, various ribs (of 
which the Northern style are the most reli- 
able), and side dishes of coleslaw and can- 
died yams with walnuts. If you went in bib 
overalls, they’d probably have to hire you 
CHEZ HENRI, 1 Shepard St., Cambridge, 
(617) 354-8980. $20-$30. A classic French 
bistro with a Cuban flair: loud, casual, 
warm, and nourishing. Try the steamed 
mussels in creamy saffron broth, blanquette 
de veau on egg noodles, steak frite with 
sofrito and fries, trout a la meuniére, lemon 
hazelnut tartlette. Cuban bar food is avail- 
able until midnight, Fridays and Saturdays 
CRAIGIE STREET BISTROT, 5 Craigie 
Circle, Cambridge, (617) 497-5511. $19- 
$36. High-quality country French food and 
wine make this clubby West Cambridge 
neighborhood bistro a must-visit for food 
lovers. Chef Tony Maws does wonderful 
things with vegetables, wild mushrooms, 
starches, fish, poultry, terrines — even a 
simple salade compose. Make sure you get 
a dessert with ice cream or sorbet in- 
volved. Informal and only moderately ex- 
pensive, especially if you can time it for 
the $29-after-9-p.m. three-course specials 
FIRE & ICE, 50 Church St., Cambridge, 
(617) 547-9007. $7.95-$13.75 Fast, fun, 
and flexible. Fire & Ice crosses Benihana 
with a salad bar, so you mix and match in- 
gredients and sauces for a stir-fry on their 
eight-foot circular open griddle. As long as 
you remember that too much variety can- 
cels out the flavors, you can eat well and as 


| much as you want. Loud, youngish tone 


does not disguise the “ice” — drinks and 
beers — side of the equation. 
HENRIETTA’S TABLE, 1 Bennett St. 
(Charles Hotel), Cambridge, (617) 661- 
5005. $13-$16. Freshness is the theme 
here, with a farm stand built right into the 
decor. Chefs visible in an open kitchen pre- 
pare down-home, cozy country fare, as 
well as simple but inspired Continental cui- 
sine and fresh-baked desserts. Impressive, 
if pricey ($42 per person), Sunday brunch. 
JOHN HARVARD’S BREW HOUSE, 33 
Dunster St., Cambridge, (617) 868-3585. 
$9-$18 (lunch, $6-$9). Try all the ales 
(brewed right here) on the Bard’s Sampler, 
then split a romantic pint of the winner, 
likely the toasty Irish Export Stout. Food is 
actually very good — homemade chow- 
ders, their signature chicken pot pie, 
grilled meatloaf, and stout mudslide pie. 
NOIR, 1 Bennett St. (Charles Hotel), Cam- 
bridge, (617) 861-8010. $5-$16. Not noir, 
but a nice hotel bar with a nice crowd of 
Harvard Square restaurant workers after 
about 10:30 or 11 p.m. The most logical 
food are the classy sandwiches, also after 
10. Before that it’s too light, and the closest 
thing to a solid meal is a $16 steak salad. 
Thus this is a good place to meet friends if 
you're going somewhere else to eat, or if 
you don't want to spend the evening with 
them. As a drinking place, Noir could hold 
you for a while with friendly staff and tone. 
REDLINE, 59 JFK St., Cambridge, (617) 
491-9851. $8-$19. It used to be a sports 
bar, and is supposed to be a bistro, but I 
think this menu is going to fly as a pub 
with a number of beers on draft and food 
at its best when hearty, as in the crab 
cakes, “grilled New Yorker,” and bread 
pudding or lemon squares for dessert 
SANDRINE’S BISTRO, 8 Holyoke St., 
Cambridge, (617) 497-5300. $18-$36. 
Pretty serious and beautifully composed 
food, especially for something called a 
bistro, but the dedication to the food of Al- 
sace ensures that soups and entrées will 
have hearty, bistro-like flavors. And then 
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there’s the signature pizza-like flam- 
mekueche, loaded with onions and smoked 
bacon. Fabulously composed desserts 
TAMARIND BAY, 75 Winthrop St., Cam- 
bridge, (617) 491-4552. $12-$22. At last, In- 
dian food as good as the idea of Indian food 
- a cuisine of layered spices enhancing nat- 
ural flavors! Chef Wali Ahmad just doesn't 
miss, but the tomato shorba, the lamb chops 
bhunna masala, and the slow-cooked lalla 
mussa dal were early amazements. Each 
dish is made to order, and some will change 
with seasonal ingredients. The setting is a 
Harvard Square basement, but nicer than 


> DINING LISTINGS 








temporary Chinese cuisine, decor, and am- 
biance. Jazz background music, extensive 
beer and wine list, and homemade fortune 
cookies dipped in dark chocolate 

MAGNOLIAS, 1193 Cambridge St., Cam 
bridge, (617) 576-1971. $12-$19. The 
Cajun food is still the best. Wider Southern 
menu takes in fried green tomatoes, super 
Key lime pie. Portobello mushrooms and 
informal tone are strictly from Cambridge 
S&S DELI, 1334 Cambridge St., Cam- 
bridge, (617) 354-0620. $8-$15. You can 
get a bit of everything here — traditional 
deli food to innovative entrées to desserts 


They may be a throwback, but you can still find pancake break- 
fasts at Verrill Farm (11 Wheeler Road, Concord). On January 8, 


February 5, and March 3, from 9 a.m. to noon, the farm hosts 
pancake breakfasts complete with Massachusetts-made maple 
syrup, bacon, sausage, juice, and more. The cost is $6; call 
(978) 369-4494, or visit www.verrillfarm.com. 





that implies. It doesn’t matter anyway; this is 
the best Indian food our critic ever tasted 
UPSTAIRS ON THE SQUARE (MON- 
DAY CLUB BAR), 91 Winthrop St., Cam- 
bridge, (617) 864-1933. $12-$26. The 
downstairs bar of UpStairs is still upstairs 
from the street, and easier to get into than 
the upstairs at the UpStairs Soirée Room 
Downstairs has its own menu, with real 
treats like Tuscan pizzas, rabbit flamed in 
vin santo, a fine grilled swordfish, and but 
terscotch pudding, as well as superb teas 
and wines. Dress wild, because the decor is 
as though Monet and Matisse repainted the 
Stork Club under the direction of Klimt 
UPSTAIRS ON THE SQUARE (SOIREE 
ROOM), 91 Winthrop St., Cambridge, 
(617) 864-1933. $24-$36. The upstairs of 
UpStairs is the fancy dining room, an en 
chanting fantasy of Alice in Wonderland as 
illustrated by Klimt. Wear your shiny 
clothes! The food is French, Italian, and 
American nouvelle by turns, and some of 
the simple things, like the rib-eye steak, are 
as great as the tricky ones, like cold basil- 
zucchini soup. Oddball wines, too. 


INMAN SQUARE 

CAFE CHINA, 1245 Cambridge St., Cam- 
bridge, (617) 868-4300. $8-$14. A small 
elegant restaurant characterized by con- 


gis ose 
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Great burgers and omelets; popular for 
weekend brunch 


KENDALL SQUARE/MIT 

ROYAL EAST, 782-792 Main St., Cam- 
bridge, (617) 661-1660. $6-$13. A roomy 
and remarkably inexpensive pair of dining 
rooms, with a lot of Asian family business 
Order what you see on their tables, such as 
Cantonese-style seasonal vegetables and 
seafood, but don’t miss anything green on 
the whiteboards 

THAI’S, Kendall Sq. (Building 
Cambridge 577-8668. $9-$16 
(lunch, $6-$8). Lovely, elegant, uncrowded 
place with tuxedoed servers — and you can 
still get delectable Thai (and some Viet- 
namese) food. Great fried appetizers and 
unusual grilled flavor in the Vietnamese 
shrimp-asparagus roll and grilled meats 
with lemongrass. Also, credibly hot jumbo 
shrimp chee and a generous pad Thai 


PORTER SQUARE 

CHANGSHO, 1712 Mass Ave, Cambridge, 
(617) 547-6565. $9-$20 (lunch buffet, 
$8.50). An elegant survivor from the great 
days of Cambridge Szechuan restaurants, 
especially if you stick with Cantonese-style 
seafood and vegetables, salt-and-pepper 
calamari, steamed Chilean sea bass with 


300), 


(617) 
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ginger and scallion, and whatever the 
whiteboard specials indicate 
CHRISTOPHER’S, 1920 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, (617) 876-9180. $6-$15. Serves 
Southwestern and Tex-Mex food, as well as 
sandwiches, burgers, and salads. A popular 
neighborhood hangout and a pleasant place 
to linger over a beer or coffee and dessert 


BROOKLINE FAMILY RESTAURANT, 
305 Washington St., Brookline, (617) 277- 
4466. $6-$13. If the Istanbul Café a few 
blocks away is Turkish food with finesse, 
then this is Turkish food with power every- 
thing. Lots of meat, lots of pilaf, lots of 
salad, and watch out for those long green 
chili peppers! You won't go wrong with the 
Turkish pizzas, the mixed grill, most of the 
kebabs, the okra stew, and kunefe for 
dessert — with Turkish coffee, of course 
CAFE ST. PETERSBURG, 236 Washing- 
ton St. (Brookline Village), (617) 277- 
7100. $9-$19 (lunch, $4-$7). A serious, el- 
egant, small Russian restaurant, featuring 
cool, neoclassical renditions of flavorful 
Russian dishes. Nothing sloppy about the 
borscht here, nor the blini, the pozharski 
cutlet, or chicken tabaka. A lot of neat veg 
etarian surprises, like beet cutlets, vegetar 
ian stuffed cabbage with raisins, and a 
great venigret beet-potato salad. Waiters 
wear tuxedos even at lunch 

KHAO SARN CUISINE, 250 Harvard 
Ave. (Coolidge Corner), Brookline, (617) 
566-7200. $8-$15. The usual classy Thai 
restaurant with modem decor, excellent 
service, and very modest prices, but set 
apart by some serious regional cuisine from 
Northern Thailand. Don’t miss the Miang 
Kum appetizer, little jewels of flavor you 
roll up in a spinach leaf and pop into your 
mouth. And don’t be afraid of the mousse 
like Haw Moak salmon steamed in banana 
leaves, the stuffed omelet, or the tamarind 
duck. And definitely let the server sell you 
the fresh mango with sticky rice for dessert! 
NIKO’S RESTAURANT, 187 Harvard St 
(Coolidge Corner), Brookline, (617) 277- 
2999. $4-$14. A rare find: actual Greek 
food at Greek prices and plenty of it. Dips 
like ultra-garlicky skordalia and subtle 
taramasalata. Cheap, huge spinach pies, 
gyro sandwiches. Full-flavored meatballs, 
stuffed grape leaves, roast lamb, and real 
mashed potatoes. Very decent fried chick- 
en for the kids. Small but sincere 

OISHII, 612 Hammond St. (Chestnut 
Hill), Brookline, (617) 277-7888. $11-$17 
The jewel box of advanced sushi, with spe- 
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cial items named after customers, served 
on a small sushi bar and single table. I'd 
make a rule always to eat in restaurants 
where the kitchen is bigger than the dining 
space, if I knew of any others 

PHO LEMONGRASS, 239 Harvard St 
(Coolidge Corner), Brookline, (617) 731 
8600. $6-$27. A pretty and lively place 
bringing good Vietnamese food to Brook- 
line, especially the pho chicken soup, fried 
appetizers, vermicelli plates, and “lemon- 
grass tofu.” Have a smoothie for dessert, or 
walk up to JP Licks 


APPETITO, 761 Beacon St. (Newton 
Centre), Newton, (617) 244-9881. $10 
$19. Wildly popular, no-reservation café 
bar with good Italian food and an interest- 
ing undertone of what used to be called 
“Continental.” People dress informally, but 
eat nicely arranged salads and antipasti, al 
dente pasta, grilled specialties with real 
whipped potatoes, tortes, and tarts 


thing is the wall art; otherwise good atti 
tude, tasteful even 

LAM’S RESTAURANT, 825 Washington 
St., Newton, (617) 630-5222. $7-$16 
(lunch, $7-$8). Lam’s does so many things 
well that it’s hard to categorize, but the 
core menu is Vietnamese, the decor and 
atmosphere approach the best suburban 
Thai restaurants, and you won't go wrong 
with pho, Vietnamese spring rolls, larb lao 
hunglay beef or chicken, brown rice (actu 
ally Thai black rice), or fried bananas 

LE SOIR BISTRO, 51 Lincoln St. (New 
ton Highlands), (617) 965-3100. $22-$29 
Le Soir is supposed to be a bistro, but the 
flavors, service, and prices all say French 
restaurant, and a mighty fine one. The 
rooms are small enough to dress informal 
ly, but the quality of the food makes it fun 
to dress up for the occasion. We were 
knocked out by the winter vegetable salad, 
monkfish, and cobbler for dessert, but you 
won't go wrong here, especially with sal 
ads and pastry. For example, the “rabbit 
pot pie” would be something with pastry 


Calling all chocoholics: the One & Only Boston Chocolate Tour is 
hitting the road once again. Starting January 2 and continuing 


through April 10, Old Town Trolley Tours offers its three-hour sweet 
favorite on Saturdays and Sundays at 11:30 a.m. and 12:45 p.m., 
making stops at Top of the Hub, Omni Parker House Hotel, and the 
Langham Hotel. Tickets are $60; call (617) 269-3626. 








344 Walnut St., Newton 
$20-$35 
quiet suburban oasis of fine Mediterranean 
really Italian with hints of French 
and Greek with a bar menu until mid 
night. Don’t miss the grilled-squid appetiz 
ers, rack of lamb, French-press coffee and 
decaf, or the dark-chocolate cake for 
dessert. Actually, our critic couldn't find a 
weak spot on this menu 

JOHNNY’S LUNCHEONETTE, 30 Lang 
ley Rd. (Newton Centre), Newton, (617) 
527-3223. $5-$12. Too many concepts 
50s diner, postmodern revival, Jewish 
deli, kid-friendly — but the good food 
makes a certain sense of it. I especially rec 
ommend the Jewish-identified stuff like 
matzah-ball soup, Reuben sandwiches 
and kosher-style hot dogs. Only trendoid 


Elegant and blessedly 


food 





SABRA, 45 | I I 
Vewton, (6] 164-9275. $5-$ \ 

] li/Middl ast re I I 
outstanding luncheon buffet ($6.95 I 
vest heavily in the rice-and-lentil dardara 
eggplant moussaka, tabouleh, spicy hum 
mus, and such. On the meat side of the 


menu, a cute trick of spicing the shwarma 
like pastrami, with coriander seed 
mustard 

SOL AZTECA, 75 Union St. (Newtor 
Centre), Newton, (617) 964-0920. $12 
$20. The area’s best Mexican restaurant 
admittedly not a very I 
has a_ beautifully 
Newton Centre. No 


and 











ompetitive honor 
decorated branch in 
dilution in such cla 
sics as the grilled shrimp in cilantro sauce 
puero en adobo, and evident improvement 


in standard Mexican items like chicken en 
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chiladas. Mexican coffee with cloves and a 
homemade cheesecake 

SOYA’S, 108 Oak St., Newton Upper Falls 
(617) 527-8580. $7-$19 (lunch, $5-$7) 
Soya’s claims to honor seven Asian 
cuisines, but is basically a Malaysian menu 
with Thai and Mandarin-Szechuan com 
promises. The best strategy is to stick with 
the unfamiliar, such as fried appetizers 
wrapped in soybean curd, the melting beef 
rendang, and the skate in tamarind sauce 

For roughage, it’s the salad 
(served in a martini glass), or the yu shang 
eggplant and string beans 

THAI THAI KITCHEN, 19 Pelham St 
(Newton Centre), Newton, (617) 527 
0285. $7-$11 (lunch, $6). Dig in to some 
of the most authentic Thai food ever pre 

sented in New England. That often means 
really, really spicy, as in the “wild curry 

with earthy-sweet “lesser ginger.” But it 
also means a dandy pad Thai that only 
needs four or five steps to get from the 
wok to you. Don’t-miss items for the 
spice-avoidant are tod mun (in fact, most 
appetizers except the and 
masaman curries 


THE INDEPENDENT, 75 
Somerville 440-6021 
looks like an Irish put 

have the right lilt, but the 


seaweed 


soups), 


Union Square, 
$8-$23. It 
and the server: 
kitchen is into 


17 
(€ ) 





idapting the French classics to seasonal 
produce. Have an appetizer soup, the 
grilled local squid with chickpea fries 
eared scallops, and any rt with ice 
ream. If the win e list terest you 





JOHNNY D’S UPTOWN RESTAU- 


RANT, Holland St Vi juare 
Somervill 617 76-2004. $8-$1¢ 
I | € ul t ent ne ltt 
food while sipping draft microbrews and 
listening to Luther “Guitar Jr.” Johnson 
[ry the conch fritters with sweet-potato 


1 dishes 





fries, maverick grits, vegeta 
anything Southern 








JOSHUA TREE, 256 Elm St. (Davis 
Square), Somerville, (617) 623-9910. $9 
$15. It’s in Davis Square, but it’s designed 
like a downtown trendster bar, with indus 
trial steel trim and waiters in black 7 
hirts. The menu is mostly by-the-numbers 
bar food and Mexican stuff, but it does 
have its moments: terrific pinto bean 

mojo roast pork loin” that got our mojc 

ing. Thirty-two beer af 
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@VAMAHA ©2004 Yamaha Motor Corporation, USA. Follow instructional materials and abey all laws. Ride responsibly, wearing protective apparel. 
Always ride within your capabilities, allowing time and distance for maneuvers, and respect others around you. Don't drink and drive. 
For more information, call 1-800-6-YAMAHA or 1-800-833-2232 and visit yamaha-metoccom te learn about all the differant things we're doing to help protect the envionment. 
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Obey my © very cor 


aste My Cream ‘till yc 


scream Wit train be 





inners ross dressers/foot 
worship welcome. M9688 (exp 
01/07/05 





exy SWF, 32, 5'5 
34C. Seeks 

roca a 

2 asp exh 





ORALLY PLEAS! HE 


am 4a Sexy 32 yr F with 
e breasts ahd ng "9 Jer 


fe has been lack 





, CHARMING BEAUTY 

Id single student/ad- 
ve ass stant n SE 
Mass area. | enjoy fine dining 














shopping ves by the 
ocebh hc ry nting, 4 und 
raising events, leeding my 


racious app le for reaging 9 ang 
at the end af the da of SO; 

in a Sleaming bubblebath ater 
a professional h NOt frock mas 
sat fe m interested in taking up 
goll and joining a health cit f 
you're a mature. distin ished 
nn itleman 85, live Ifvtrayel 
) my area, have the same life- 
style’ | do, want to share it with a 
ady, and you are cooking to 
treat a woman like a princ 

you will love me 4800 exp:1 











_. BIGGER THE BETTER 
Sexy. dark-eyed female, 24 
1”. dark-skinned, 140ibs 
ju ned on by a well-built mar 
Must be well-endowed 
e° + also —- N/S. 19237 
exp 


ALTE SEXY 


Model-type, blond ears 
Old, loves trave esti LD tg 
snapping theat King for 
mature White leman fof mu 
tually beneficial relationship 


9053(exp.1/7 
COME ONE, ,COME ALL 














TEACH ME TONIGHT, 
j PLEAS 
Are you a sexually dominant 


man with powertul hang ng 
an intuitive 1 Psion to bai 


ecause ( Strength and in- 
dependence ‘my sufrender is 
es ecially intenSe. Please be 

xperienced, competent, single 
sna progressive. |m 50+ ahd 
nungfy t6 learn true pleasure 
3480 (exp 3/17/05 


LOOKING TO EXPLOR 


Novice, subm ISSIVG. horr 


sma L dy loc aking 0 aD 








unimportant to 
‘ bondage | with. | hav 
r that P want pul 







Bbdac< 














u 2, Some spanni ng woul 
weicome as well. Uiscret 
appreciated. 11046 (exp 1/1 
FOOT VIXEN 

emale supremacis! whose 
high arches and perfect toes 
an bring a submissive his 
knees. Strapped into a gh 
acket, my toes will tease you't 
the brink of insanity. Inesca 
pable bondage mingled with 
unimaginable titillation. 29049 
exp:07/01/05 


YOu CANNOT IMAGINE. 





4 is romantic and 
enjoys role play and dirty talk 
9852 (exp 1/6/£ 
soWEel, SEXY NYMPHO 
rk-ye' J fispar 4 fe- 
wi Ng 










es" y. Into span ings 
Kling, toys and more. it you're 
Hl, Wild attract tive man who 

oral and thinks he can 
me fulfil your fan 
3 (exp 3/01/05) 









26 DECEMBER 31, 2004: NEWS &-FEATURES THE BOSTON PHOENIX 














SARDONIC SWEETIE PIE 
27-year-old redhead with bi q 
brown eyes giant natura 


C reast: Ss anda sire tc please 
you. Please be a smart, litera’ 

geek who wears leather, likes 
Cats, into D/s, spanking, anal 
and ora ust want tO make 


you happy!4467 (exp 1/13 


COME GETA TASTE 
Smart per n-minded girl looking 
to see who bites y 
head with a fiery 

utting sense of humor seeks 
honed adventurous, confident 
nale. 74426 exp 01/07/05 


COCOA SENSATION 
| am a Statuesque 
62°, with beautiful bee legs 
am outgoing, ir venti ve and fun 
and | ve to both watch and 
play. | wouid like to meet a tal 
fun. flirty guy with a nice bod 


ant. 7445 








race unime 


exe 


_ BACK FROM HEAVEN 





SWEET AND SEXY 
Attractive ung bic nde with 
long le Ove 16 have fun and 


travel Seeks | inanc tally secure 
entiemen for mutually benef 
Gal relationship 

2899 (exp:4/01/05 


DAYTIME DELIGHTS 
My husband S at work and I'm 
ly to play. Discreet finan- 
cially An ure Gentlemen needed 
to make my day!%?2898(exp:4 


08/05 





EROSPHERE LIVE! 
Eavesdrop on real life sex- 
ual e inters. Listen in on 
he uts getting plowed 


an and groar 





and beg for more 


CALL 1 “888-281-4502 


nly $1.69/mir 






WILD SIDE TO EXPLORE 
Se on E to anal, ora 
searct 1 of 
age and 


be 


1093 


WORK ME OVER; 
BEND ME OVER 
SWM, 42, wealthy doctor. 
Harvard grad, 5°10", hand- 
some, tanned, and very 
muscular, looking for a WFs 
under 35. Want to try S&M 
being handcuffed, slapped 
around, receiving anal, fol- 
lowed by orgasm. Be at- 
tractive/not overweight 
Recip. offered. No pros. So 
NH, will travel. 29848 (exp 


12/23 


_ WANTED: SOFT TOUCH 

To cheer up this 37-year-old 
si gle lonely, handsome, fi- 
naricially secure gentlemen 
very easy, fun, friefds maybe. 
Touching only; limits respected 


1402 (exp 2/1 
HIGH NOON 


ecure, attentive and attractive 
ofessional man (WM 50's 

ks ple L. pre i 
aytu ul pr ety, petite te 
ie liaisons_ mu- 
y rewarding kind. HT/WT 
Tt 








3! 
pr 
Sé 
we 
tir 









rtionate and D/D free 
1400 (exp 1/20/5 
‘ ORAL 
White male, mid 40s, physically 
Ht, 1d loves to oral ly please 


> anol d and pull me in, until 

loc kK up and see the look on 

your face. Will not slop Will ab 

Solutely respect all limits. Let 

me wofship at the alter. Call me 

for totally discreet pleasure. & 
1397 (exp 1/28/5 


LOOKING | fon A GOOD 


if you like m ~ af ul le rides and 
more then lets méet. | am a N 
S, active, athletic, good looking 
He py outgoing, mantic, sex 
et adventurous, single, re 
spe ttul & frusting 43 year oj 
professional eoning aN/S 
athle C tgoing trusting, re- 
specttul woman for adventure 
fun, and more. Join me and my 
new puppy for walks around 
Boston. &9967 (exp 1/28/5) 


SUGAR DADDIES 
Young, handsome, wealthy 

JOCKS, seek discreet, pretty fit 
college females, 20-26, for sen- 
Sual, lucrative, no strings en- 
Qunters. No professionals. & 


1393 (exp 2, 24) 5 
A CLASSY WOMAN WITH 
D SIDE? 


Good fd SWM, 54, well 

dressed, fit and trim, educated 
affectionate, passionate 
seeks uninhibited, intelligent 
single, divorced or married fe- 
male. Discreet rendezvous for a 
mutually beneficial relationship 
Safe, sane, respectful, no head 
Wines s en and fn one st 

Vine, champagne, massage by 
candlelight. Ith someone you 
wouldnt expect to m eet his 
way. Take a chancé ay be 
pieasantly surpr out! 
Shore, Cape Cod area. 9840 


(exp 2/10/5 































rekon BILLS 


iS generous 50 
§en tleman would like to 
for mutually rewarding times. 


FIREMAN IN NEED OF 
FIRE 


36-year-old fire 

vat doesn't want to put 

ant 10 make you 
SWM, 5'10 








wi ith a muscular ‘build 
wants and needs to orally sat- 
Very experienced in 
ora Hleasure Won't be satis- 


il you are. 1098 (exp 1 


Enriched fr iendshit 


pleasure you week 


Men Seeking Men 


Many of the ads in this 
section are Courtesy of 


A web site where men meet 
men. For complete profiles 
and photos go to 


www.m4m-usa. com 
This site has one Purp 
to help you get o' 


KEEP IN SHAPE? 


le, but feeling ul under ap 


fers no strings 
body worship 
Must be sate, young 
cleancut, open-minded. & 





_ CASUAL SAFE SEX 
Discretion important 
sional, mature. 

Ibs, clean and safe casual 


shape positive people lookin 
casual! discree 


oex Ty 1480 (exp 1 
24, LAID BACK, AND 
OUTGOIN 

ig to meet new friends 
and take it from there. | am laid 
back and love to spend time 
ing out with friends. | am seék: 
ing someone similar to me to 
have fun and take it easy. 
1473 (exp 1/20 


YOUNG ROOKIE 

bi-curious male look- 
sOmebody to teach me 
thi ropes Want somebody who 
can give me the best night of 
sexual pleasure of my life. & 


1443 (exp 1/20) 


MARRIED AND DISCREET 
oan of my friends say 
| am married and 
discreet. | am look 
ing fo ‘f r someone who can be 
diScreet because wife does not 
know. 1444 (exp 1/20) 


SUBMIT TO MY 
SUBMISSION 
1 a somewhat traveled 
n transplan it to Connec- 











pe y 
Seek honest and adventurous 
pes to build life experiences 


deep appreciation for beauty in 
f people, but intelli- 
gence ‘and wisdom are by far 
my biggest turn-ons. 71471 


ARE YOU A REAL MAN? 
34 ys old, average build, some 
y chee amt not very 


som reone to take, ‘control. F 
oral sex. | love the feelin 
ng, SO expect me t 
No reciprocation 
ft you don't want to 

for anal. 21435 (exp 





BI GUY NWP METRO 


BIWM, 32, bottom, 5'9”, 
brown/orown 34'w, 44°ch Pe 


yee verbal, 
4/W proportionate. No 
fats, fems or big bears. 1436 


SOME ADVENTURE 
want a safe adventure, Dut 
goes. Just be discreet 

and living alone. I'm 
or someone who is into 
just about anything, attractive 
safe, and not psychotic. 1429 


BODY CONTACT 


ne ‘to time “tim, a ver 
Si tile top Looking for a friendly 
y who would like to 
er once in a while 
some fun. You should love a lot 
D contact and be affec 
tionate. 21313 (exp 1/28/5) 


Phcenix 


Persona 











WWW.erosphere, com 





To listen or respond using your credit card, 


cal 800-314-7958 


TOTAL BOTTOM 

I'ma fotal bottom. Like to suck 
You off ive rim jobs, and take 

jot info guys sucking me off 
Like to kiss, touch and be sen- 
sual, but sometimes hot man to 
man is great too. Looking for to- 
tal tops. 'm very open- hinded 
Like men of wick sizes and 
ethnic backgrounds just be 
ontident with yourself.%8829 


exp 1/27/5 


CURIOUS BIG MAN 
| am looking for my first gay ex- 
perience would | like’ to be 

aw to ple nother 
man Looking orb wish ype 
slim haines? or shaven, that 
could watch or be taught. @ 
1302 (exp 1/20/5) 


WHATEVER YOU LIKE 

s what | like. | am 49, hand- 
some, healthy, professional 
and very cooperative, whether 
‘Ou are Straight, bi or fem, and 
ave your oWn place. | will ar 
rive and leave you smiling. & 
9601 (exp 2/24/5 


JUST CURIOUS — 
pO-year-< 10, straignt, . 
boyish male looking oO er 
meént. Looking for Gi fe discreet 
encounters. ant an older. oc. 
cated top quality male 
good person who is A 
in having fun T9962 (exp 1 


13/5 








WILLING AGAIN 

WM, in shai willin to try 
itwith a managa aa 
ing fun, so | im loo Hor 
someone that loves to = 
dont play mind gam 

don't lea peovle’ on | sane 5 
nothing th Lets meet and 
see where it goes from there 


1315 (exp 1/6/5) 
WIFE WON'T EGET ON HER 
NEES? 


i will! Italian, hun 
squeaky ‘ele d/d-free. fn 
nogamous ow sex Stive with 

flance who has low sex driv 

Ive alone xe safe, sane fun 









individual. ISO’}.0. buddy for oc- 
casional releas ref. married 
males, any bi or bi- 
ous, who to receive 





nd don't get it at home like me 
lease be very clean, d/d-free 
Have you fant sized about see- 
ng your wife with other men? 
've Gone it. Let's talk about it 
and get off. 1265 (exp 1/20 


GWM, 45, seeks clean, hung 
men, straight i, who en- 
joys receivin q great oral. No re- 
ti rocation A cessary. | have 
place. Mass South Shore area 


®1090(exp. 2/17/05) 


SEXY CROSSDRESSER 
Tall, slim, safe and clean. Very 
discreet, a little on the kink 
sige and tend to be more sub- 
missive ecg o older, mature. 
dom daddy typé guys who like 


little sissy boys 8838(exp 
01/21/05) 


EXTREMELY Bi- 
CURIOUS, MARRIED 
6'1", 175Ibs, lean to aver- 
age build, black hair, brown 
eyes, good-looking, sin- 
cere, 45, very anxious to 
meet a patient, open, sin- 
cere friend or friend(s) to 
explore my bisexual curi- 
osities with. 18622 (exp 1 


15/05) 





WANT MORE? CHECK 
OUT THE EXTENDED 
EROSPHERE MSM 
SECTION ONLINE AT 


http://classifieds 
.bostonphoenix.con’ 
ads.asp 
AND SELECT 
EROSPHERE! 


Women Seeking 
Women 


freon bi-females 

for sexual friendship. | am a 
horny, bi-female into nove and 
movies and looking for fun in 
the Portland, Maine, area. & 


1607 (exp. 1/14/04) 


SENSUAL BITING 
BiMWF attractive iy fi long 
Dlonde/blue p sicall ft 
into vampire ensudl bitin 
domination, in search of simi 09. 
woman to share this slightly 
dark side with me. 71403 (2 





EXCITING SRUAL 


Black female, 34, single pro- 
essional, 5:9" looking t fo enjoy 
sexual encounters with an in- 
telligent, open- minded female 
it? a good sense of humor 
lpr plotessional "30-43 5'6 


511 face unimportant. Must 
have cick ( ae beauty 
9984 (exp 2 
LIFE IS Foe MAKING 
LOVE 


m quiet but in the 
bed room. I'm angressive a 
love all kinds of Straight Sex. 
Want someone who | may be 
frends with both in and out of 
the be rpm D/D free as | tam 
| like all kinds of sex a ul 
like a partner who al 


1472 (exp 1/20) 
LOOKING TO LEARN 

: xperience ed Mistress wanted 
for’ de\ relationshy 

the B45 possibd Diy. 24 
scene with ry new sub. sae. 

ness and understanding, lot of 

paience and respect. lake it 
Slow ll exchange ang chat 
before moving to lay tust- 
worthy. 21447 (exp 1/20) 



















poe 


VOLUPTUOUS SBF 
Large, very voluptuous 
SBF, seeking very single 
women, 20-41, who are 
very very sexually adven- 
turous and experimental 


4223 (exp 1/20/5) 





THE RIGHT WOMAN 
I'm _ very interested in meetin 
someone discreetly. Want t 
et to know the right person 
ecome friends, then satisty my 
bi-curious thoughts, Can you be 
the one? Loong for someone 
around my own ge who is not 
pushy and will open and 


honest. 21318 (exp 1/6/5) 


NEED TO BE TAUGHT 
Just Very Curious, Seeking to 
be taught. | am a mat re Bi 
who would like to broaden my 
experiences. | tend to be some- 
what dominant with women but, 
also like to be dominated on oc- 
asion. | am looking for another 
bisexual female who is experi- 
e ’ An S&M lifestyle. F 
9 (exp 1/6/05) 


EXPERIENCED, CREATIVE 


ISO playful bottom for occa- 
sional all-out mischief and may- 
hem. You be between 35-5) 

physical /mentally and emo- 
ionally capable of playing hard 
and faving fun. | am non- 
monogamous, looking for 1-2 
extra (healthy) playmates. All 
scenes negotiated, all limits re- 
spected. & 1102 (exp 1/6/5) 








COUPLE FOR 

ENCOUNTERS 
We are a clean, fun couple 
both shaved. diséase free, ea: 
sy ygoing We are looking for a 
cute, Clean, disease free play 
partner who loves good cleah 
guys and girls. Open to just 
about anything leave it up to 
you. Can entertain. 21481 


(exp 1/27) 


UNPREDICTABLE AND 
SEXY 

is who we are. Who are 

you? We are a couple 


seeking a submissive man 
that is clean and over 21 
Dominating men also wel- 
come. 71504 (exp 3/10) 





WET AND WILLING 
Husband is offering willing wife 
to experienced tops to cooper- 
ate in double scene. Be so- 
phisticated worldly and slutt 
Ke us. Coutesy and coopera- 
tion is very important. Into toys, 
bondage, and porn. 1495 


(exp 2/10) 


BDSM COUPLE 
Would you like to explore 
this as well? She is 26, and 


| am 27. Please contact for 
more info. 71496 (exp 2 
10) 





COUPLE BAG SEK EQUINE 


We are a nn ee relaxed 
couple that love everything 
sexual! We like building a spe- 
cial sexual friendship with 
someone that allows us to ex- 
lore and have fun whenever 
he mood strikes. Nothing beats 
watching your s pouse jet off - 

especially with the safhe sex 
Bi-curious are invited. 21433 
(exp 1/13/5) 


COUPLE OR MALE 
Happily MC looking fo or another 
adventurous couple to share 
the journey with us. She is a 

BBW. Your must a couple or a 
select single submissive male 


71432 (exp 1/13/5) 





FREE SWING PARTIES 
Small intimate home. Cou- 
ples and single women in- 


vited. N/S, casual and sen- 
sual atmosphere. 78258 
(exp 1/6/5) 





PATIENTLY WAITING 

Seductive, sensual couple in 
great shape and health seek bi- 
exual men and women, 25+ 
and cross dressers for role play. 
oral, anal and s| ankin is. Must 
be drug and alcohol freé 
4438 (exp 1/27/5) 


HIPPY MEETS PUNK 
We are 12 piercings, one 
head full of dreads, four tat 
toos, one cool place in JP 
one excellent cat, book lov 
ers, toke lovers. He likes 
black and red, she likes 
rainbows. She’s more 
yes,” he’s more “no.” You 
are slim, healthy, uniquely 
beautiful, fond of boys and 
yirls, a little bondage, and 
maybe a newcomer like 


us? 1360 (exp 1/6/5) 








EXPERIMENTAL 
! will try anything once, race un- 
mportant, like groups. Bigger is 
better for her, soft and Wet is 
nice for me. Please contact us. 
can host occasionally. 71361 
(exp 1/6/5) 






WE WANT THE RIGHT 
COUPLE 


Married couple, exerci e r 
larly, SM, Br fooking for 
oldashigned fun with the 
people. Passionate, open- mi yt 
ed, and spontaneous. Looking 
for a couple that is sincere, hon- 
est, an Clean, preferably a 
fnendship. No BiMs please, but 


BiF a plus! 9651 (exp 2/24/5) 


MARRIED WHITE COUPLE 

he's 56, bi, she's 50 
nal pene, in search of black 
entieman who is in shape, bi, 
nd well endowed to join us. 30 


miles north of Boston area. & 
1110 (exp 1/20/5) 


LET’S MEET FOR SOME 
FUN 


Are you ready? We are an at- 
tractive, well educated, and 
sensual couple looking tes a 
playmate.” We would OU 
tO be attractive sensual an f 
course, D/D free! 1355 (exp 
1/6/5 

COUPLES 
Couples and single females 
meet w/c goupl es in pEyate 
home. D/D free, N/S 
Race unimportant. 4288 (exp 
2/3/05) 

BLISSFUL PLAY 

45 ang 4 ear old couple 
aT eks 21+ eee male for 

la our houseboy 


save! Ay joogin electri- 
cal, etc 5 én Periencad 
and down-to-earth people 
Honesty is respected. 1066 
(exp 2/10) 


COUPLES 
and single women. Thought 
about swinging but not 
sure? Off premise Friday 
evening lounge/dance par- 


ties. On premise Saturday 
evening house parties. No 
pressure, just terrific peo- 
ple. All limits respected. & 


9602 (exp 4/22/05) 





What's Your 
Pleasure. 


R TWO 
lama Tyo sear on WF looking 
ror i mef and another wom- 

hig is my ultimate reyitasy/ 
fetish lease be well-endowe 
and like anal. Into uniforms 
toys, spanking, and porn. & 
1497 (exp 3/10) 


SEXUAL ENERGY 
We are h inendly MN 1% le. | 
both and 


aig eart. We are up for 
HING. Just know. what 
you want, and we'll do it A 
re easy going and open mind- 
ed. 71500 (exp 2/10) 


TALL BODYBUILDER 
Hot body builder.Seeks finan- 
cially stable men for hot fun 


Currently in  college.® 
ee oi 
MASS TV 


SW bi- E. long grown pk 
Looking to meet aftrdctive S' 


TV for possible ite 
1261(exp:01/14/05) 


HELP ME BE TRANS 
| am a male looking to be- 
come a transexual. | need 
someone who can get me 
dressed up and maybe 
even have some fun. | live 


in Everett and | am 18 
years old. | like to have sex 
with other transexuals and 
even other men. M9892 


(exp 1/13/5) 





HOT YOUNG DOMME 
Strict, se young sadistic 19- 
year-ol G den me, turn-ons in- 
Clude BD RM. foot fetishes BY 
miliation, verbal abuse, 
cross-dressing. Seeking be to 


worship my body and my mind. 
4463 (exp 2/3/5) 


MY FIRST TIME 

k joking for my first time bottom 

ove Sex but I'm more inter- 
ested in short-term relation- 
ships. |'m bi-curious, interested 
in ex ploring sex with another 
she- male oe op transexual 
Lookin jomeone who can 
be dis best | do consider my- 
self kinky. 1357 (exp 1/6/5) 


NINA THE SEXY TV 
I'm a closet TV. is lookin, 
dress with other TVs; be ye es 
WW ther. Looking for a se: 

who loves ‘stockings fin 
Benders silky panties, heels. 
short skirts, just like me. 21366 


(exp 2/6/5) 
OVER 8"? 


Attractive wife in 30s wants to 
see (and possibly massage) a 
huge one. If you quality and can 
respect limits, please respond. 


1172 (exp 1/6/5) 
WET & READY 


Mysterious, attractive, young 
Asian girl looks for hot, conti- 
dent men or wom en to ex ie 
ment with, 25-30. Turn-ons 











clude breasts span Ing, toys, 
and voyeurism. Are you ar 
to take me over your knee? 


1048 (exp 2/10/( 05) 


PONY FOR SALE! 
| want to be trained as a pony- 
gh a the works. |'m p swe t 
ear-old who loves to 
éase. You must be confident 
er is nice Dut not necessary. 
erious inquiries only! You 
must be able to provide’ equip- 
ment. 1028 (exp 2/10/05) 


Rea 
ing f 
am | 
into 
hair, 
Let's 


| like 
Bey 
with 
origi 
datin 
othe 
Be ft 
me. ' 


Cute 
hand 
night 
danc 
even 
see r 
me | 
57 


1960: 
alistic 
58 ob 
challe 
apprc 
spirite 
deper 

00 
SWF, 
green 
18-24 
53 


Holidi 
125Ib: 
browr 
alway 
ing, < 
nice, | 
33-38. 











THE BOSTON 





hy § 


Hersoid 





Www. phoenixpeople.com 


To listen and respond call 


617-976-3366 


Must be 18+. (calls cost $2.19/min) 
Outside 617 call 900-226-4492 


To listen and respond 


617-450-8620 


using your credit card call 
from any phone. 





M - Male ¢ F - Female e S - Single « D - Divorced ¢ Wi - Widowed « G - Gay ¢ Bi - Bisexual ¢ W 


PASSIONATE & INTELLIGENT 
SWF, 49, 5’5”, blonde/blue, fit, 
shapely, active, seeks lifemate to 
share intelligent conversation, trav- 
el, discovery of other cultures, out- 
door enjoyment. Please be inter- 
ested in above, nonsmoker, an 
honest gentleman. 9549873 

A MUST DO 
SWF, 65, 5'8”, N/S, attractive, well- 
groomed, active, caring, thought- 
ful, considerate, enjoys fun, laugh- 
ter seeks SWM, 75-78, N/S, for 


friendship, possible romance 
532517 
SEEKING SOULMATE 


Sexy, single, Jewish female, 37 
searching for the love of my life 
Multiple interests including read- 
ing, cooking, listening to music. So 
what are you waiting for? Call me 
now! | hope you're out there some- 
where. 49537768 
EASYGOING 
WWF, 67, 5'2”, 120Ibs, brown/ 
brown, likes movies, eating out and 
traveling, long drives. Seeking 
someone for companionship and 
maybe more, WWM, 65-68, hon- 
est, Outgoing, trustworthy with a 
sense of humor. 4556270 
FAMILY-ORIENTED 
SBF, 27, with a child, full-time stu- 
dent, employed full-time, Pisces, 
N/S, loves movies. Seeking WM, 
29-49. %P550543 
CIRCLE THIS AD 
This WF, 25, no children, feels that 
there is nothing sexier than an 
independent, smart guy, 21-32, 
who radiates confidence. |s that 
you? %580276 
LOVING/UNCONVENTIONAL 
Loving, unconventional, emotional- 
ly healthy artist, writer, traveler and 
educator, spiritual, steady, lovely 
British-Jamaican, young 40s, 5'6” 
slender, passionate, joyful, musi- 
cal. Loves wilderness/city walks, 
animals, meditation, painting, poet- 
ry, galleries. Looking for compati- 
bie, creative, educated, healthy 
man with inquiring mind, coura- 
geous heart. £P202782 
BEAUTIFUL, BRAINY... 
sexy professional female, 36, Lib- 
ra, non-smoker, never married, no 
kids, seeks well-educated, atten- 
tive, affectionate, romantic profes- 
sional man, 28-42, non-smoker. 
7748297 
COULD IT BE ME? 
WF, early 40s, is looking to meet, a 
friend, 40-56, with whom to share 
outdoor activities. Drop me a line 
7556374 
SIMPLE JOYS: 
Camaraderie, laughter, intimacy, 
bucket baths under African skies. 
Adventurous, soft-spoken, traveler, 
packs light, progressive, 50, fit, and 
fun. Seeks man with a warm heart, 
courage and a twinkle. Foreign- 
born a plus. Race and age unim- 
portant. Vermont. #9544708 
NATURAL BEAUTIFUL 
Sexy, professional female, 33, 
Gemini, non-smoker, divorced, 
with one teen. Looking for some- 
one who is well educated, roman- 
tic, and likes to have fun. | like all 
kinds of films and music. If you 
would like to chat, contact me. 
7461047 
TAKE A CHANCE 
Outgoing, witty, goal-oriented, 
playful SF, 30, just looking for the 
one man who makes me weak in 
the knees. 19557294 
JAM BAND LOVER 
Ready for Dinner and Dancing, lov- 
ing music, laughing, and intellect. | 
am honest, friendly, 28, open, and 
into crosswords. | have long blonde 
hair, am 5'2”, with a nice figure. 
Let's have fun together! 4543928 
LET'S EAT SOUP! 
| like being in the water naked, 
Beyonce, spaghetti, and being 
with other lovely spontaneous, 
original thinkers. Be creative with 
dating and getting to know each 
other. 46, so be around my age. 
Be funny, sexy, and loving life, like 
me. #8543933 
LET'S MEET 
Cute, sociable SWF, 33, seeks 
handsome SB/HM, for sharing 
nights on the town, quiet evenings, 
dancing, playing pool, sporting 
events, movie nights. My friends 
see me as one of the guys, believe 
me | don't look anything like a guy. 
1577156 
CHAN INTELLECT 
1960s counter-culture, non-materi- 
alistic, eccentric, unconventional 
58 old years. You: no credit cards, 
challenging tete-a-tete, flexible; 
appropriate teeth, uncrossed eyes, 
spiritually evolved, non-gov't/chem 
dependent. 7528501 
DOWN-TO-EARTH AND SWEET 
SWF, 20, 5'6”, light brown hair, 
green-blue eyes, looking for SM, 
18-24, for friendship or more 
539670 
ALOT TO OFFER 
Holiday wish list! SWF, 5'4”, 
125ibs, Portuguese, brown eyes, 
brown hair, attractive, giggly, 
always smiling, likes music, danc- 
ing, dining, the gym. Seeking 
nice, loyal, true, honest, fun man, 
33-38. 7577656 


DOWN-TO-EARTH, PRETTY 
Smart, kind SWF, adventurous and 
spunky. Interests are traveling, sail- 
ing, swimming, music, art, non-fic- 
tion and human rights issues. 
Seeking unconventional SM, 40- 
55, with integrity and compassion 
Non-smoker, no drugs. £°930307 

TRUE COLORS 
Down-to-earth SWF, 44, 5'5", non- 
smoker, artist, enjoys movies, 
music, dining out, and beachwalk- 
ing. Seeking laid-back, easygoing 
SWM, 35-60, non-smoker, for 
casual dating, possible long-term 
relationship. Honesty a must! 
257882 

| WOULD DATE ME!! 
46-year-old divorced blonde, good- 
natured, fun, fit, hopeless romantic, 
5'2”, non-smoker, loves decorating. 
reading, beaches, Sarah Mc- 
Laughlin, Motown. Seeking kind, 
passionate S/DWM, 37-47, 5'9"+ 
quick-witted, someone to stroll 
through Home Depot with, even if 
we don’t need a new screen door! 
7442780 
LOOKING FOR A FRIEND 

Attractive SWF, 33, seeks attrac- 
tive SH/BM to have lots of fun with 
Enjoys ea Ay in, or exciting 
nights out. 4543895 

IT'S A GREAT BIG WORLD 
Attractive SWF, 43, 58”, smoker, 
black/brown, enjoys music, sports, 
weekend getaways, seeks SWM, 
35-50, to get out there and enjoy 
the world with. 27528884 

CIRCLE THIS AD 
WF, late 20s, blonde, single mom, 
social drinker, seeks a WM, 22-34, 
non-smoker, social drinker, for dat- 
ing. 551568 

BLACK WOMAN... 
seeks white male. SBF, 36, 
Capricorn, N/S, seeks attractive 
European SWPM, 39-50, N/S 
intelligent, handsome, well-educat- 
ed, very ambitious, who loves to 
stay in shape. 17684252 

DON'T MISS OUT 
DHF, 39, 5'6”, 150ibs, N/S, likes to 
watch movies, dine out, take long 
trips, seeks romantic, honest, sin- 
cere SHM, 40-48, N/S. #9543654 

SINGLE AGAIN 
WF, 46, coming out of a long-term 
relationship, open-minded liberal, 
looking for fun, like-minded man, 
33-60. 77508375 

SKS INTERRACIAL LOVE 
Professional, African-American SF, 
31, 52”, auburn/brown, medium 
build, looking for professional 
SWM, 30-36, never married, no 

children, non-smoker, drug-free. 
who's a gentleman, outgoing, 
spontaneous, loves socializing, 
museums, walks in Boston, shop- 
ping, movies, picnics, daytrips. 
Please be college-educated, pro- 
fessional, serious, 4°262360 

EVOLVED 

5'8” brunette, 37, you'll always see 
me laughing or smiling. Love walks 
around the city, reading outside, 
Bruce Springsteen, Tandoori cook- 
ing, wine tasting. Searching for that 
funny, smart, evolved gentleman 


who must cross my path! 
267720 
BRUNETTE BOMBSHELL 


Beautiful female with great hair, 36, 
5'4”, warm heart, loves music from 
Dire Straits to Celia Cruz, lounging 
on the beach, exercising, hot apps 
and cool drinks. Seeking passion- 
ate, down-to-earth, naturally fit guy 
with dark hair and light eyes 
267801 
TRULY “ALIVE” 
Full-figured, honest Latina profes- 
sional, 43, 5'3”, dark hair and 
eyes, smoker, great sense of 
humor, enjoys salsa music, dining 
out, people with spirit. Seeking 
honest, fun-loving, lively male, 40- 
50. 4£200879 
GREAT SMILE 

Beautiful, vibrant, funny, educated 
BF, 29, 5'9", 140ibs, who loves to 
travel, enjoys good conversation, 
nature, laughter, and long kisses 
Seeking caring and stable gentle- 
man with warm loving heart 
7400248 


PROGRESSIVE SWF, 37 
Seeks man with similar values/pol- 
itics for long-term relationship. I'm 
warm, sensual, down-to-earth 
reddish-browr/blue-green, love 
cooking, dancing, spending time 
with those | love. Looking for emo- 
tionally mature gentleman who's 
interested in commitment, sharing 
some of these activities and much 
more! 47952185 
ADVENTURE FOR TWO 
Graceful, slender, WiWF, 54, 5’6” 
seeks thoughtful, active, witty man 
for dinner, conversation, adventure 
committed relationship. Greater 
Boston area. 1288767 
FINE YOUNG FEMALE 
Single Brazilian/Cape Verdean 
female, 19, 5'2”, 110lbs, employed 
loves dancing, going out. Looking 
for a genuinely nice guy, 23-35 
who wants a serious relationship 
Holler back. %%429811 
ADVENTUROUS IN S END 
Live in South End, enjoy city life 
travel to St. Petersburg, love classi 
cal and jazz music, visit Jordan 
Hall weekly. Like nature, company 
of cheerful, intelligent gentleman 
w/SOH. Would like to meet human 
being, 60s, to share company/diffi- 
culties of life. 4232233 
SMART AND SWEET 
non-smoking and auburn haired 
SWF, 33, 5'9 seeks an outgoing, in 
shape guy 27-40, 6'0+ who likes 
concerts, films and enjoys thai 
food. 18455040 
ACTIVE EARLY RETIREE 
Attractive former computer profes- 
sional, small, 5'2”, 115ibs, blonde 
58, libertarian, seeking active 
hiker, into bicycling, kayaking, eth- 
nic food, dance music (also early 
and classical), travel, bike and eco- 
tourism, archeology, shamanism. 
and reading philosophy, alternative 
Spirituality, history, natural and 
social sciences. %7464981 
COLLEGE GOOD TIMES 
22-year-old black female that 
attends college, would like to meet 
a nice guy to chill with. Laid back 
and soft-spoken, but always ready 
for a laugh. %466862 
WOULD YOU DARE? 
Quirky, groovy female, 49, with a 
35-year-old mentality and figure 
54", curvy figure, loves Harleys. 
blues, sci-fi. Seeks SM with wild 
sense of humor, willing to pick me 
up on his mean motor scooter 
Watch the moonlight shimmer in 
my jade mermaid eyes. Tattoos’ 
long hair a+. 49937174 
RED SOX FAN 
SWF, 22, cute, intelligent, fun 
spontaneous, enjoys cooking 
reading, art. Looking for man who 
likes movies, conversation, dining 
out or staying in. Friends first 
possible long-term relationship 
260282 
ELECTRICITY 
Attractive, very young-looking 
SWF, 49, 5'2”, environmenialist, 
animal-lover, music enthusiast. | 
enjoy exotic cuisines, day trips. 
adult ed classes, lively conversa- 
tion, and laughter. Seeking real 
rapport, with appealing and engag- 
ing SWM. Boston area and vicinity 
37-50. 1442760 
BETTER LIVE! 
Auburn-haired female, 38, 5'4 
blue-gray eyes, great smile, loves 
Rex Sox games, bike rides along 
the Charles, Thai food, hiking, U2 
If you're a tall, toned guy, | could be 
the love of your life. Piercing green 
eyes a+! #232931 
NEW YORK CITY GIRL 
Now living in Cambridge. Attractive 
DJF, 40, seeking male, 40-60, who 
loves theatre, movies, live music 
and romantic dinners as much as | 
do. 47221948 
RUNS WITH SCISSORS 
DWF, 60s, iconociast interested in 
theaire, movies, outdoors, art, spir- 
ituality. Seeking emotionally aware 
politically liberal, humorous man 
with similar interests. Mensch a 
plus. 4926274 


BROWN-EYED GIRL 
Pretty blonde, 50, 5'6", security 
guard, degree in bio-chemistry 
(getting back into that field), inter 
ests include classical music, knit- 
ting, embroidery, videos, chatting 
with friends. Searching for intelli- 
gent man, 48-60. #9270915 
THE GAME OF LIFE 
Dark-haired SF, 23, with a great 
smile, is always having a good 
time. Into Rasta jams, shopping 
sharing good jokes. Wants to see if 
a SM, 20s, is willing to take a risk 
and play. 48232920 
RAPUNZEL AWAITS PRINCE 

Gorgeous locks, beautiful slim fig 
ure, classy, intellectual, accom 
plished, tender-hearted. 40s, Jew- 
ish Pining in tower for tall, courtly, 
gallant Mozart lover. For marriage 
children. 47885979 


MYSTERIOUS 
Raven black hair, smoldering 
brown eyes, full figured, voluptuou 
DWF, 48, wishes to meet a sweet 
kind, romantic, sexy bad boy for a 
long-term relationshit 





beach, dancing, movies 
and you. %548995 
ROMANTIC SENIOR 
Very pretty DWF, 65, 5'6", average 
weight, very young-looking, N/S 
long bionde/blue, great personality, 
seeks man, 62-75, N/S, 5'9" and 
up, for LTR. %980178 
LIFE TO ITS FULLEST 
SWPF, 35, South Shore, attractive 
passionate Spirited warm, 
grounded and fun, seeks SWM 
30-44, a realist, who's kind, healthy 
and secure, for friendship or possi- 
ble LTR+. %P892380 
THE DOCTOR IS IN! 
Gregarious, friendly, smart physi- 
cian, 46, 5'3”, no children, loves 
biking, reading, antiques, sushi 
jazz. I'm a great dancer, also good 
with kids and dogs. Hoping there is 
a warm, romantic, sensual, athletic 
professional WM out there, 40-5C 
Must love dogs! #416866 
PRETTY IRONIC 
Pretty, slender, tall SF, 44, fun 
upbeat and adventurous, loves 
music, the outdoors, lively and 
intelligent conversation. Seeking 
attractive, outdoorsy intellectual 
with varied interests. £°412670 
DRUMMAH SEEKS MUSE 
SBF, thick and shapely, 40, loves 
music, art, a good read, and adven- 
ture. Seeks SBM, 35-55, for dating 
and possibly more. 48454275 
ATHLETIC BEAUTY 
This athletic, friendly, and adven- 
turous DWF, 5”3, 38 is searching 
for a taller man, 38+. She enjoys 
making crafts and listening to 
Christian music, so if you are a non 
smoker and fun and friendly, call 
her today. %454961 
NO SERIOUS COMMITMENT 
Petite, SWF, 25, 5'2 travel nurse is 
seeking a fun, laid back guy who is 
around 27 and taller than 5'5. If 
you're looking for a fun, non-seri- 
ous relationship, you've come to 
the right place. 7454972 
RED HAIR AND READY... 
Fun loving, flame haired profes- 
sional DWF, 45, who is honest 
intelligent and enjoys art, walking 
and a variety of foods. Seeking 
honest, non-smoking male of simi- 
lar age for fun times and who 
knows?! %454884 
HAZEL EYED AND CARING 
Hazel eyed SWF, 40 seeks an hon- 
est WM, 35-45, who is taller than 
5'5, no bad habits and willing to 
commit to a serious relationship 
This beauty likes to travel while lis 
tening to alternative and folk music 
Call her now! 8454926 
ROMANTIC ASIAN GAL 
Petite SAF, 25, looking for love 
With a sexy smile and a sensitive 
personality, you'll fall head over 
heels. Plus | make wicked good 
flan for dessert! 4477998 
ZANY BRAINY GIRL 
But | still love to party! Super tall 
goofy bespectacled girl, 22, into 
Modest Mouse and creating home- 
made Italian dishes. Looking for a 
hot boy to party with and grab cof- 
fee in the morning. #7477993 


White ¢ B - African American/Black ¢ H 


Hispanic ¢ A 


FUN SEEKER 
This funny, serious, and often shy 
blue-eyed blonde bombshell, 5'7 
25 years old is looking for long 
walks, laughs, and TONS of fun 
Do you have what it takes? | enjoy 
asian food and REM. #478113 
AWESOME BACK RUBS 

Sexy, curvy SWF, 25, 5'7”, piercing 
blue eyes. | am an excellent cook 
and love animals. | give the best 


back rubs you'll ever encounter 
7478120 
INDIAN BOMBSHELL 


Tall, leggy, thin and funny SF, 5'10 
18 years oid is looking for a toned. 





handsome man with nice eyes and 
taller than 6. Into reggae music 
movies, shopping and soul food 
47812: 
OUTGOING AND FUN 
Fun loving, outgoing blonde SF, 34 
5'4 and thin, seeking a gorgeous 
tall man. This 1s womar 
; adventure. TP4 ¢ 
JUST LOOKING! 
riendly SWF, 23, 5'6, hazel eyes 
oking for a guy with a sweet 
smile. | like the White Stripes and 
visiting art museums 7478134 
LATINA LOVER 
SHF, 5'6", brown hair and eyes 


radiant smile. Friends describe me 
as fabulous so you're bound to 
have a good time! | like dancing 
Clubbing and sunbathing (season- 
ally of course!). Seeking a tall, in 
shape guy with a smile to match 
mine. 1478140 


BUBBLY PERSONALITY 
SWF, 29, great smile! Brown hair 
and eyes. Into Whitney Houston 
Interested in meeting new people 
and visiting new places. Looking 
for a friend first..and then who 
knows? Give me 5 minutes and it 
will be for life. 2478143 
MASCULINE MAN SOUGHT 
39 year old brunette, 5'9, silly, loyal 
spontaneous and girlie. | enjoy 
weekends in NYC and baseball 
love Van Halen and Earth, Wind & 
Fire. lf you're a manly man and 
looking for the love of your life, let's 
talk more... 48478146 
A FUN PERSONALITY 
Sweet 21 year old looking for fun 
adventures and great times. 5'3” 
nice eyes, enjoys Led Zeppelin and 
going out for drinks. What are you 
waiting for? Pick up the phone 
1478157 
ARE YOU A COOK? 
Do you cook? Do you like hide and 
go seek? Well this 23 yr old ener- 
getic petite brunette does...and 
she wants you to play with her! 
Make sure you're confident, clean 
tall with a good sense of humor 
478163 
DUCK TOUR FOR 2? 
This quirky, blonde 25 yr old is 
looking for you. Are you funny, 
smart, and toned? Well you just 
might be the one for her. She's 
looking for someone interested 
and interesting to share her mac n 
cheese with! 42478166 
CHICA LOCA 
Tall latina with a sexy body and 
beautiful brown eyes seeking a hot 
Italian guy. Shorter guys get extra 
points. You should be smart and 
make me feel good. 47478168 
POSITIVE AND UPBEAT 
This bionde 47 year old SF with a 
great smile is looking for true love 
Likes include Ray Charles, gour- 
met food and skiing. Seeking a tall 
loyal man. %478180 
CURVACEOUS BABE 
This SF, 28 years old, 5’6 is looking 
for a dark haired, tall guy who loves 
to smile and have fun. Do you have 
what it takes? Are you ready for a 
fun loving, adventurous girl who 
lives to party? 478186 
LIFE IS TOO SHORT... 
Life is too short so have fun! That's 
the motto of this 21 year old, green 
eyed blonde. She's looking for a 
tall, dark, and fit man to be the love 
of her live. Don't apply unless you 
can cook. 4478191 


She wants to talk to youl 





Talk live with local singles now! 
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QUIRKY GIRL FOR YOU 
Petite brown eyed brunette, 5'3, 2( 
years old - looking for a short guy. 
I'm quirky and enjoy music, TV, and 
ard games. %478152 
ARE YOU READY? 
Are you ready for this fun loving 5'2 
brunette? This brown eyed beauty 
is looking for a tall, handsome man 
to play with. Into G Love, playing 
scrabble and shopping. Could you 
be the one? 4478199 
MS. THING 

Beautiful, outgoing, smart black 
mother, a young looking 50, look 
ing for BM aged 35-50. | like chill 
ng to the sounds of Nas, playing 
poker and steak & lobster. You be 
employed and ver € tal 





ON THE PROWL 
Are you interesting in just dating 
Well this 5'10”, 24 year old outage 
ng SF is looking for you 


and spontane 








otball, steak, hip hop & guys 
hat smoke cigars 478 
JUST CONVERSATIONAL 
This beautiful 5'7, 34 yr old female 
with luscious lips is looking for a 
friendly conversation and it could 
be with you. If youre honest, sensi 
tive, and honorable, that is. Let's 
talk over steak and a game of pool 
9478211 
A VERY GOOD TIME 
| like to have fun and go to the gym 
| enjoy poker & Kenny Chesney. 
am 5'3, green eyed, blonde haired 
and 21 years old. If you like tc 
party, don't hesitate, call me now 
7478214 
YOU HAVEN'T MET. 

You haven't met crazy until you've 
met me. I'm 5'1, 25 years old, and 
single looking for the love of my life 
f you're tall, handsome, quiet, and 
OVE strawberries and whipped 





all me. 47478217 
I'M YOURS 
m a 5'4 SF looking for a guy witt 


a dog and a fridge stocked with 
and pizza. If you're tall, funny 
and rich please apply for the job 
The only obstacle...you have to like 
my mom. €8478224 
MISCHIEVOUS SPRITE 
Playtul, fit, spirited SWF, 36, seeks 
adventurous soulmate and friend. | 
am holistic, creative, courageous 
and kind. Also gdofy and smart 
Walks and long conversation are 
my thing. Looking for a very good 
man. €477640 
DJ DEVITTO 
The first thing you'll notice about 
me are my eyes, and my toned 
muscles. | am browrvhazel, 5'2 
and slim because | work out regu- 
larly. | am very friendly and love 
seafood, The Barking Crab is my 
fav. 7479385 
ICE SEXY 
| love going driving around with my 
friends, mix CD's and hip hop. I’m 
funny and flirty, very full of life, and 
would be up for Monopoly. I'd love 
to meet another funny guy, that is 
cute, and loves lasagna (you don't 
have to, but | do). #479391 
SEXY GREEK GODDESS 
Seeking my god. I'm a sweet, con 
siderate romantic girl, 22, looking 
for the same in a man. He has to 
be giggly, funny, and sweet. He 
should love to spend time togeth 
er no matter what we do...even be 
sick together and eat soup! 
7478008 
PAPER AND COFFEE 
| listen to the Stones, and have a 
nice mouth. | am tall and have an 
off beat sense of humor. Very 
politically minded, so be able to 
converse about what is going on 
in the world. 24-year-old looking 
for some to cook vodka penne for. 
7482204 
| LOVE PINK! 
(the color, not the singer!) | also 
have a burning desire to become a 
fashion designer, so in the inim- 
itable words of Madonna “I'm 
gonna dress you up for my love”! 
Let's look dapper in pink together! 
7482203 
INTO MY SPORTS CAR 
25-yedr-old woman who is into 
math and physics, so | hope you 
can keep up. | am also toned and 
easy to laugh, you be too! | have 
big blue eyes, brown hair, and thin 
| want to meet the love of my life, so 
get out of my dreams and into my 
car! 7482215 
GIRL FOR ALL SEASONS 
t love to snow board in winter and 
wish for snow but I’m psyched 
when summer arrives as | also like 
to surf and hang at the beach 
Favorite movie is Love Actually, 
favorite mag is Cosmo and favorite 
man is...you? €482219 
CASUAL FLING 
| am petit, with blue eyes like an 
ocean, with blond hair to com- 
plete the beachy metaphor of 
water and sand. | am excited to 
begin something new with some: 
one, but not for a serious commit- 
ment. | like bungee jumping, Dave 
Matthews, and caring personable 
men. 7482224 
1AM. 
fun and sassy, want to know 
more? Well if you're a dry witted yet 
sincere, smart and fun loving kind 
of guy then maybe |'ll clue you in! 
7482226 
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Placing your FREE ad 


5 fun ways to choose from (we'll take it any way 
you want to give it to us!): 


1. Call 617-450-8761 
or 800-310-5995 


2. Email your ad along with your name, 
address & phone number to 
phoenixpersonals@phx.com 


3. Online - Log on to 
www.phoenixpeople.com and complete the 
online form and click submit. 


4. Snail mail - send in the form in the 
Personals section 


5. Or... Technophobic? Out of stamps? Drag 
your butt down to our offices at 126 Brookline 
Ave., Boston to place your ad in person 


Once you've submitted your ad we'll contact you 
with your voicemail box info and details on how 
to record your greeting and retrieve messages 


Composing an Ad 


A simple 3 step process (kind of like the waltz) 


1. Choose a category (WSM, MSW, MSM, WSW 
or | Spy) 


2. Think up a snappy eye-catching headline. Headlines 
can be up to 20 characters in length. 


3. Let it flow — write your ad! First 40 words are free 
Additional words are $2 each 


The rules: no phone numbers, last names or addresses 
(email or mailing). 


Don't know what to say? Complete our mail-in 
form and we'll write your ad for you 





Responding to an Ad 


Select an ad (or ads) and grab the phone! 


Call 617-976-3366 (18+. Calls cost $2.19/min) 
and enter the @ box number of the ad that caught your 
eye 


Outside Metro Boston? Call 900-226-4492 
Calls cost $2.19/min 


Prefer to use your credit card to respond? 


Call 617-450-8620 


Who says you can’t find love on sale? 


Call 800-310-5995 to buy blocks of time 


at a discount! 
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Phoenix 


Brsonals 


WWW phoenixpeaple.coe 


To listen and respond call 


617-976-3366 


Must be 18+. (calls cost $2.19/min) 
Outside 617 call 900-226-4492 


To use your credit card Call 


617-450-8620 


To listen and respond 
from any phone. 


To place your ad and for 
Customer Service, call 


800-310-5995 
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Hot? 


Funny 





nay be eligible to win a prize:...me 
Terms and conditions apply...leave 
your name and number. 49482231 
VODKA!!! 
The best way to start the weekend! 
If you agree and dig the color blue 
then this 24 yr old chic chick in 
fashion merchandizing w 
to hear from you as 
boyfriend material. %48224( 
SEXY EYES 
31-year-old with green eyes, and 
brown hair. | love hanging out with 
my friends, developing lasting reia 
tionships with these | love and feel 
loyal towards. | am very dependable 
and honest, so you be too. Are you 
in it for the long haul? %P48225¢ 
BLUE CRUSH 
is my favorite movie, | love to surf 
and snowboard and | attend fashion 
design school. Does this sound like 
your future girlfriend? #482260 
BLONDE AND BLUE 
SWF, 20, 5’5”, blue eyes, blonde. 
very outgoing. Enjoys TV game 
shows and steak. Seeking tall SWM 
with sense of humor. 4482262 
FUN, FUN, FUN, FUN! 
This tall, fun blonde enjoys shop: 
ping, cooking and chilling with 
friends. Seeking tall, toned SM for 
fun times. #482271 
WALK READ SMILE 


am a mid 20's girl just graduated 


uld like 


possible 





than what 
lege, something more r 
re vibrant 
for her spunky sense of music 
style, and | love to eat as healthy as 
possible, but not to the point of being 
a health nut. Just conscious. Small 
body, hazel eyes, you'll be all mine 
7482273 
ILL BE YOUR LOLLIPOP 
Personality is cooi, muscles are hot! 
Tall, blue eyed party gal with a hot 
body seeking tall, tan guy to watch 
football with, hang at the beach 
and for possible casual relation- 
ship. Silly sense of humor a plus 
77482290 
EXOTIC LATINA 

| know I've been looking for you, and 
we just haven't run into each other 
yet. | love shopping (not with your 
money) and going to the park with 
strawberries and wine spritzer. | arr 
flirty (with you onty) and funny. | like 
Jark-skinned men, bu' 
must. | listeri to folk and hip 
variety kind of girl! TP482293 
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Real-time Guide to Relationshi 


Fur Run Free 


THIS WEEK’S QUESTION 


A Nice Guy (Allston, 22-25, Student) asked: 

I'm aware that women don't like back hair. But wouldn't it be 

kind of a turn-off if you knew the guy you were dating had to 

shave his back or get it waxed? It seems to me that those of 

us who have back hair (through no fault of our own, | might 
add) are more or less dead in the water. Thoughts? 


THIS WEEK’S TOP ANSWERS 
An Artist (Female, Watertown, 26-28, Painter) answered: 

My fiance has back hair. It doesn't bother me. In fact, 
we "groom" together and it's kind of fun. We trim, shave 
and Nair together. We found a Nair for men for use on 
areas like the back -- and yes, it works! | know this 
makes us sound like a pair of monkeys, but it takes a lot of trust to 
let someone near areas like backs, pubes and legs with a razor! 


Single ¢ D - Divorced e Wi 


LOVE THE BERKSHIRES? 

too! This f friendly, green 
1 a good body 
man to share 





pleasures and more witt 





Presentation is everything - you be 
well groomed. 49482235 
BE CONFIDENT 
am curvy with a great top area 
25, 5'2" and very honest. | love the 
ocean, and confident men. | am a 
bit on the goofy/crazy side, but not 
in a bad way. in a fun way. Let's 
catch an Aerosmith concert togeth- 
er, grab a corn dog, and take the 
long way home. #482242 
PETITE BEAUTY 
| like to shop, go dancing, play 
Taboo and listen to Ashlee 
Simpson...sound good? Then let's 
have brown hair and eyes 
5'2”, the first thing you'll notice 
about me is my hair... 482296 
ALL AMERICAN 
Looking for Mr. All American that 
wouldn't dream of voting for Bush 
but still knows the old fashioned 
rules of dating. Sweep me off my 
feet while we listen to U2, slow 
dance, and gaze into each others 
eyes. Only looking to date right 
now, but still want some romance 
in the midst. 47482303 
FUN N’ SEXY LADY 
Sexy SF, 25, 5'11", beautiful hazel 
eyes, brown hair. Friends say I'v 








mee 








yptimist« love puppies & sun- 
shine also love basketball and 
Bone, Thugs n’ Harmony! Shopping 





and spending money makes me 
handsome 





happy. Seeking a ta 
male. Friends first 482309 
SPUNKY GIRL 
I'm lookin’ for a party atmosphere 
relationship. Let's play bayrout, eat 
pasta, laugh, and laugh some more. 
| like to drink and then go out danc- 
ing to Nelly. | am short, blond, and 
toned. My green eyes will dazzle 
you. Will you dazzle me? %482310 
AWESOME BODY 
| have green eyes and blonde hair. | 
like dancing and guys even more. 
I'm crazy and exciting to be around 
| can always entertain myself, but 
enjoy myself more when I'm with 
someone else. | want to date, a fling. 
or a real relationship. 47482319 
DREAMS COME TRUE 
Blonde haired, blue eyed, lean bod- 
ied SWF, 30, seeks casual relation 
ship. | like to laugh with friends over 
great food & drink, make fondue, lis: 
ten to Zero 7 and play hide & seek 
How about yot Intelligent, witty 
extra points. #482372 











juys score 





A Player (Female, West Roxbury, 18-21, Student) answered: 
Baby, think of it like this: Back hair is gross. We hate it. So 
shave it or wax it. Who gives a damn if we know it grows 
there or not? We just want it gone. Look, you know hair 
grows on our legs and you don't like it. So we shave it. 
Should we have the attitude like, "Well, he knows it grows there so I'll 
just leave it and never shave"? Same for our arm pits and bikini line. 
Should we let all that fur run free since you guys know it grows there? 
Come on. Think about it. 


A Life of the Party (Female, Brookline, 29-35, ) answered: 
Funny you asked this question, because the man I'm seeing 
asked me for the first time yesterday to shave his back. | 
was like, "Are you kidding me?" But he wasn't. And you 
know what? If he wants it shaved I'll shave it. And if he 
leaves it there | don't care. Not only am | crazy about him as a person, 
but the sex is absolutely amazing. Bottom Line? If a woman is crazy 
about you and you're an attentive lover, it just doesn't matter. 


At The Phoenix’s Answerology, you can ask the opposite sex anything. To ask and 
answer questions yourself, and to browse over 1 million Q&A's, The Phoenix invites 
you to sign up for free by going to www.BostonPhoenix.com and clicking on “Love 
Q&A” on the left side of the page under “Classifieds” 


www.BostonPhoenix.com/loveq&a. 


Widowed ¢ G 


by answerclogyu 


Gay ¢ Bi 


ASIAN GIRL 
SAF, 25, beautiful smile, 5'7” with 
good sense of humor weeks a warm 
body at night! | enjoy sushi, listening 
to Usher and playing Taboo. If you're 
4 tall, funny SM then lets meet for 
offee. 1482357 
ARE YOU LOOKING 2? 
Petite, green-eyed brunette into 
Madonna and partying seeks tall 
dark, handsome, funny male 
Hopefully !'m not asking for toc 
much! ‘%482278 
FIESTY ITALIAN GIRL 
Young 25-year-old that listens to 
Usher and goes clubbing often. | arn 
very opinionated and want someone 
with something to say to me as well 
| don't fight, but | like to debate. | 
will cook you pasta that you won't 
forget. 482363 
GIRL GONE CRAZY! 
Curvaceous, silly brunette, 5'7 
brown eyes with a butt that stops 
traffic. | like shopping on Newbury. 
listening to Louis Devito and 
wrestling! Bald guys are hot! Facial 
hair a plus. 4482366 
WORK OUT GIRL 
! want someone with a vibrant per- 
sonality that will constantly be keep- 
ing me on my toes, be a match for 
me in tennis, for dating and kissing, 
maybe more. Brown/brown, 5'5”, 26 
years old. 482368 
PICNICS AND THE BEACH 
am an athletically built, bright 
eyed woman, 5'6”, blond/blue, and 
in need of you. You be toned and 
taller than me. We can eat Pad Thai 
and see where the night leads 
Casual or long term. %48237€ 
BRING ME ONE 
Outgoing and fun 19-year-old, that 
enjoys mind games in the most 
Nnocent sense. | am: thin, short 
flirty, and giggly. Swing, swing 
bring me a fling! %482308 
X BOX LOVER 
Let's play video games and watch 
movies. | am a size 4, 5'2”, Asian 
and single. | like Dave Matthews and 
being friendly, hopefully with you. I'll 
bake you cookies and we'll dunk 
them in milk together. 47482379 
SWIMMERS BODY 
Fine SF, 22, 5'8", brown hair and 
eyes, man crazy! Friends think I'm 
nuts but | call it assertive! i'd like to 
meet a tall, dark handsome stranger 
to get physical with! %482389 


COME SEE ME 
Come see the famous me! I'm 
54" with black hair, brown eyes 





everything else will be a surprise 
so if youre a nice guy that's tall 
pick up the phone and give me a 


all! TP482393 









































LOVE OF YOUR LIFE 
love eating spaghetti and going 
shopping. I'm 18, and very respon 
sible. | am flirty and fun, and love 
playing games am thin, with 
hazel eyes, and long beautiful hair 
7482398 
| LOVE DOGS 
| have a pit bull that loves me very 
much. There is No Doubt in my 
mind that you will love him. | like 
Martinis and pina coladas, spaghet 
ti and meatballs. You be tall, nice. 
and rich. Please don't disappoint 
me. %482403 
GO FOR A HIKE 
with me, while listening to Brown 
Eyed Girl, and singing along. | am a 
fire and ice, versatile woman, that is 
ready for anything that life wants t 
throw at her. So, bring it on, and 
bring yourself with it (life that is) 
7482407 
CURVY BROAD 
| am interesting and enjoy other 
intriguing people. Be funny, artistic 
and intelligent. | want someone who 
draws outside of the lines, who still 
doodies when they're on business 
phone calls, bored out of their mind 
Let's jump outside the box together 
7482416 
MY NICE BUTT 
is probably what you'll notice first 
but my petite frame and hazel eyes 
with keep you longer. My vices are 
smoking and drinking coffee. | love 
old school Nirvana and believe me 
when | tell you that your search has 
ended if you like what you're read 
ing. Love humor. Chuckle chuckle 
7482422 
SINGLE WHITE FEMALE 
Scary title after that movie huh 
Well, |'m fun (like everyone else on 
this page), quirky, 25 years old, a 
bit different, cute, definitely lovable 
and ready to laugh til we fall off the 
couch. We should meet, take a 
walk with hot chocolates to warm 
our hands, and go play on the 
monkey bars. 482425 
PUNK ROCK 
21 years old, shy but very fun after 
getting to know you, very ambi- 
tious, love Mexican food and punk 
tock shows/music. You be a tall 
hippy, fun, and shy like me, so we 
can understand where we are both 
coming from. | have a thing for 
guys with good hair, but it's just a 
quirk! Can't wait to see if you 
answer. Hope so. £7482433 
COUNTRY MUSIC 


isten to Tim McGraw (yes, even 
New Englanders sometimes fal 
into the traps of country musi 


love hot jacuzzis and being flirty 
with the right guy. | am 21, make 
homemade salsa often, and enjoy 
Strip poker from time to time. Call if 
you want to party a bit, and have 
some fun. 48482439 
GOOD DRESSER 
If you have lots of money, dress 
well, and are clean-cut, then you 
should be with me. | am cute and 
short, full of spunk and vinegar 
you be too. | need a match for my 
ornery attitude. Dare you to answer 
this. Who knows, right? %P482443 
GOLDEN GIRL 
Romantic, slim, blonde SWF 
young 40s, enjoys music, beaches. 
dining out, romance. Seeking 
attractive, in shape S/DWM, 40-52 
medium-athletic build, for serious 
romantic relationship. %%472769 
ROMANTIC SENIOR 
Very pretty DWF, 65, 5’6", average 
weight, very young-looking, N/S 
long blonde/biue, great personality, 
seeks man, 62-75, N/S, 5'9” and 
up. for LTR. %7980178 
ATTRACTIVE BRUNETTE 
SWF, 55, N/S, looking for secure 
attractive, humorous SWM, 50-62 
with a good heart, who enjoys din- 
ing and dancing. 49544737 
GIFT WRAP NOT NECESSARY 
Cute, petite, passionate WiWF 
seeks romantic spirited Santa 58+ 
with whom to enjoy the holidays. 
and beyond. %868174 
VICTORIA'S SECRET 
A purring cat, a pint of ice cream 
the smell of freshly mowed grass, a 
challenging crossword puzzle, a 
gentie breeze on a balmy day. Your 
secret? 42467156 
PROVIDENCE WITCH 
40-year-old cute red-headed 
woman looking for fun new friends 
into music, metaphysics, majick 
green things, romance and adven- 
ture. All stable, mature, silly, cool 
creative, goddess loving men wel- 
come to apply. 48410726 
NEW TO PROVIDENCE 
Do you have a(n): sense of the 
absurd (e.g., “The Office”); bond with 
dogs/cats; probing intelligence 
appreciation of well-informed con- 
versation? Energetic, fun, passion- 
ate, 5'8” 40+ writer seeks 
5'10+/30+ unindicted co-conspira- 
tor to show me Providence and 
environs. 4289638 


WANT A BUBBLY FEMALE 
Fun-loving, nice guy, single Irish 
m9an, 29, 5'11", loves going out 
having a good time, traveling, and 
movies. Seeks bubbly female to 
have fun with. Race not important 
7538859 

HANDSOME ITALIAN 
SWM, 26, 5'8”", brown/brown 
Scorpio, non-smoker, loves live 
music, playing guitar, movies 
Seeking sweet, curvy, fun SWF, 20 
28, D/D-free, for possible long-term 
relationship. Cambridge/Somervilie. 


7978333 
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LET'S MEET 
Clean, physically fit, SM, 40, very 
high energy tends to be upbeat 
warm, and intense, decisive when 
necessary, knowledgeable on a 
range of topics. Seeking witty, fun 
energetic yet affectionate SF to 
share life and all it's adventures 
9563871 
SQUEAKY CLEAN! 
SWM, young 46, muscular 5’9” 
180lbs, in shape Army veteran 
jogger, seeks woman, 25-49, for 
mutual pleasure. Your limits 
respected. 47627560 
CALL ME 
Tall, romantic, handsome, profes 
sional SWM, 35, 6'1", dark/dark 
well-built, sense of humor, honest 
enjoys sports and the outdoors 
Seeking honest, sincere, romantic 
S/DWF for movies, dinners, travel- 
ing. CT 4821675 
ALOT TO OFFER 
Creative, athletic SWM, 43, nice 
smile, full-time teacher, runs hock- 
ey clinics for kids, very intuitive. 
interested in relationship with hon- 
est SF, 32-43, who enjoys helping 
other people. 7581525 
MUTUAL RELAXATION 
Single male, slightly over 40, in 
good shape, loyal, conscientious. 
enjoys movies, art, walks and talks 
Are you a warm, curvy, fun restau- 
rateur? %952205 
OPEN BOOK 
SWM, 52, 5’9", 160Ibs, Pisces 
smoker, college-educated, enjoys 
working out, reading, theater 
movies, seeks WF, 38-45, for friend- 
ship, possible romance. 7553982 
CIRCLE THIS AD 
New to Providence. SWM, 30, works 
in advertising, has access to lots of 
good shows and events, seeking a 
funny, attractive, easy-going SM, 27- 
32. TPS58684 
GENUINELY NICE GUY 
Energetic SBM, 34, handyman, 
painter, carpenter, landscaper, jack 
of all trades, black belt, loves dining 
Out, sports, soul music, traveling 
kickboxing, “Kill Bill.” Searching for 
a like-minded woman who always 
has a smile on her face. #948959 
COLLEGE PROFESSOR 
Optimistic SWM, 43, 6'4”, 220ibs 
blue eyes, short reddish-gray hair. 
PhD. Likes theater, dance (modern 
and ballet), writing, dogs, happy 
music and spending time with fam- 
ily. Seeks thinking female, 25-36. 
height/weight proportionate, for 
long term relationship. %°930567 
COULD IT BE ME? 
Been trying to meet you. Spirited 
enthusiastic WM, 22, no children 
non-smoker, seeks a nice, smoke- 
free girl, 19-25, with carefree atti- 
tude. 17575995 
SEXY STUNNING ITALIAN 
SW\M, 339, fit, muscular body, sen- 
sitive, caring, strong. Seeking 
SWF, 23-40. 4673134 
NO COMMITMENT 
W\, late 40s, professional, hand- 
some, newly separated, just wants 
to enjoy. Seeks playtul, attractive 
female for casual, passionate 
times. 18233754 : 
TAKE A CHANCE 
You want to meet me. This male. 
early 30s, going into Harvard Law 
School, is looking to meet a H/WF, 
23-45, non-smoker. £P562803 
NOTEWORTHY 
Attractive, fit SWM, 6’, brown/hazel 
w/passion for music, sports, the arts 
and other cultures. Seeking attrac- 
tive SF to experience ail that life has 
to offer. 4555722 
HAVE YOU SEEN HER? 
African-American male, 23, studying 
to be PA, very nice guy, seeking a 
nice, cute, intelligent SW/HF, 19-22 
for fun and dating. 554043 
LET'S MEET 
Are you looking for a change? Me 
too. Why not take a chance on this 
gentieman, late 20s? Seeking a 
woman, 18-35. TP568698 
PETITE WOMAN 
Warm, kind, cute, creative, 44 
5'10”, 170Ibs, French, non-smoker 
seeks quiet, childless, educated 
petite W or A who likes to shower 
with her man for a serious, warm 
relationship. No greedy, bossy, 
busy, or arrogant women need 
respond. %P554528 
JANUARYS CHILD 
Tall JWM, 52, 6’+, 190!bs, nutrition- 
ist and computer tech. Seeking 
witty, educated, warm, caring 
woman, 35-47, for possible long- 
term dating. TP554938 
ALOT TO OFFER 
Fun, literate WM, 40, loves to cook 
wind surf, go Out on day trips and 
kiss in public. Seeking fun, literate 
female, 30-45, for coffee and chat- 
ting. 49558933 
COME PLAY WITH ME 
SWM, 22, ice blue eyes, dark hair, 
Boston area, looking for someone to 
go clubbing/bar-hopping and explor- 
ing life with. Dog haters need not 
apply. 19556976 
GOOD-LOOKING TEACHER 
Good guy, good-looking high school 
teacher/coach, 34, very athletic. 
keep in very good shape, 6'1” 
180lbs, divorced w/one child, seek- 
ing good-looking, fun girl. %272900 
CIRCLE THIS AD 
Professional, attractive, athletic WM 
24, no children, is looking for a nor- 
mal, attractive, athletic, fun WF, 19- 
40, non-smoker. Let's see where it 
leads. 49583199 
RAINBOW 
Loving, sincere, creative, 43-year- 
Id African male, 5'11", 170ibs 
Enjoys outings, traveling, movies 
quiet romantic time. Seeks well- 
mannered, sincere and loving 
woman, 28 to 40, for friendship 
and possible long-term relation- 
ship. Race, weight unimportant 
7685678 


NEWTON AREA ONLY 
Professor, author, WM, loves ideas 
movies, hiking, music, dancing, arts, 
literature, spirituality, gardening, 
bridge, poetry, politics. Thoughtful 
caring, sensitive, good listener 
spontaneous. Seeks well-educated 
WF, 51-65, with a sense of humor 
79432534 

COULD IT BE ME? 
This senior male, early 70s, is look- 
ing for a female friend, 55-68, with 
whom to have fun and enjoy life. 
7?579764 

HOPELESS ROMANTIC 
Tall, slim SWM 38, medical profes 
sional, loves hiking, climbing and 
playing guitar, thrives in the outdoors 
and spirituality. Seeking SWF, 25- 
38, slender, affectionate, open, hon- 
est and sensitive. 1542155 

WE LOVE BACH 
Share that love for one from which 
there springs wide-love for all? 
Tender/passionate WM, 50s, tall 
thin, enjoys baroque music, sea 
shores, forests, science, literature. 
PBS/NPR, friends, etc. Idealistic, 
natural, trim optimist, please grace 
my arm? 470424 

TAKE A CHANCE 
This WM, early 30s, no children, is 
seeking a fun, friendly woman, 
under 35, smoke-free, for friend- 
ship. 47580240 


2) RED SOX NATION 


Avid Sox fan, 48, professional 
SW\M, kind, caring, great sense of 
humor, enjoys comedy/romance 
movies, and Chinese food. Seeks 
outgoing, cute, SPF, 34-48, non- 
smoker, heart of gold, who likes 
receiving roses and laughing a lot 
7936840 
MEET THE IDEA 
SM, 23, wants to work on building a 
bond with a SF, who fun, pretty, con- 
fident, considerate, happy, who 
aspires to be great in some way. 
7549393 
LET'S MEET 
all around nice guy, 24, in good 
shape, enjoys the outdoors. ISO 
good company to share good times. 
It doesn't get better than a cute low- 
maintenance lady. I'm a blackhawk 
helicopter pilot for the National 
Guard. 4557580 
SINGER SEEKS INSPIRATION 
Lead singer in North Shore band 
seeks inspiration for his next 
tune...could that be you? | am 6 
1",195lbs, well built, shaved head & 
tattoos. Drop me a line and inspire 
me. 550070 
SAVE ME 
47-year-old DWM, 6'1", 200ibs. 
Italian, in search of one good 
woman to save me from working 
myself to death. Must be passionate. 
have a slender figure and love to 
hold hands. ‘%208407 
ALOT TO OFFER 
I'm lightly lost-at-heart, yet sane 
Bostonian. Bear with me. This WM, 
48, is looking to meet a woman, 35. 


50, non-smoker, for dating 
577164 
SPICY MEATBALL 


Caring, cuddly 39, 6’, dark hair/eyes, 
passion for the arts, spicy exotic 
cuisines, world music, stimulating 
conversation. Seeks curvy, roman- 
tic, cerebral, spiritual, artsy female 
with child-like sense of fun, for pic- 
nics in the park, dancing in the dark 
7955673 
BLOND, BLUE-EYED GUY 
Athletic SWM, 24, 6'1", grad stu- 
dent/professional, enjoys weekends 
on the beach, wild times, sports fan, 
adrenaline junkie. Searching for 
open, smart, beautiful woman, 18- 
40, with ability to let loose, whose 
Standards are as high as mine! 
7438872 
CIRCLE THIS AD 
Straight from the old country. WM, 
50, N/S, with children, born in 
Ireland, seeks a woman, 45-65, N/S, 
for fun and conversation. 49569481 
YOUR KISS, ON MY LIST 
Funny guy, 29, 5'11", brown/hazel 
rocks Out to ‘80s music, enjoys 
rollerblading, Davis Square, cool 
restaurants. Seeking hip, flirtatious 
female, on the tall side. Ask me 20 
questions, I'll give you honest 
answers! %%267796 
CONNECTION 
Emotionally available, clean-cut 
SBM, 42, enjoys movies, fitness, 
and sports. Seeks a connection 
with a communicative, easy-going, 
and fun woman for friendship or 
long-term relationship. Call if this 
describes you. %463053 
COULD IT BE ME? 
Worldly gal sought by engineer, for 
good times, fun, and partying 
Hard-working, humorous, sarcas- 
tic, SWM, 41, software engineers 
speaks French and German 
Looking to settle down with female, 
30-44. TP552978 
CATCH OF THE DAY 
SWM, 24, stable, looking for sexy 
girl to go out to dinner, see a movie. 
hit the clubs, get to know. If you 
wouid like to get to know me, leave a 
message. T522262 
LOVES ECLECTIC MUSIC 
Mature man of 50, intelligent 
handsome, and fit, seeks compa- 
ny of younger woman. Main inter- 
ests are music, movies, and 
sports. 7501344 
TAKE A CHANCE 
This WF, 25, no children, feels that 
there is nothing sexier than an inde- 
pendent, smart guy, 21-32, who 
radiates confidence. Is that you? 
77568021 
CAN YOU LIGHT MY FIRE? 
SWM, 27, looking for the compan- 
ionship of a feisty SW/HF, 20-35 
who knows who she is. If you like to 
have fun and spontaneity is your 
bag give me a try if you want a 
wheel of a good time! %P209854 
GENTLE TOUCH 
Black male, 44, seeks a plus-size 
white female, 30-50, for fun in the 
sun! 7215846 


LET'S MEET 
World adventurer. Decent, honest 
hard-working WM, 44, no children. 
into health and fitness, leads a 
healthy lifestyle. Seeking compati 
ble female, 18-45. 49556917 
OUTDOORSMAN 
Easygoing, nice guy, 45, non- 
smoker, who enjoys biking, hiking 
cross-country skiing, art, organic, 
gardening, much more. Would like 
to meet petite, non-smoking SF, 37 
45, with similar interests. 45216038 
WITTY BACHELOR 
Professional SWM, 36, seeks petite 
SAF, 24-39, into CD/record hunting, 
the Red Sox, movies and learning 
new words. Let's have some laughs 
and see what comes of it. 1884278 
ALOT TO OFFER 
Swell guy. Multitalented, friendly, 
happy WM, 33, no children, with a 
great job, enjoys movies, skiing 
playing guitar, and reading. Seeking 
a woman, 23-45. %578833 
SEEKING ASIAN LADY 
SWM, 6’, 200ibs, brown hair, blue 
eyes, enjoys dining out, movies. 
music, outdoor activities. I'm looking 
to meet a stable, sweet, caring Asian 
lady, 25-39, for a long-term relation- 
ship. T262426 
GREAT COMPANION 
Sweet and sexy 37-year-old attor- 
ney, loves driving to the ocean or a 
lake with that special someone 
making shrimp scampi, challenging 
you to Scrabble. Seeking tall, fit, thin 
and funny gal with great triple word 
scores technique 167893 
CIRCLE THIS AD 
Water for chocolate. | am a fun, cre 
ative, easygoing, positive, strong 
hard-working gentleman, 27, great 
cook, good listener. | seek a woman 
21-40, N/S. 49583227 
ENERGY FOCUSED 
Are you a WF, 35-55, into mentality, 
peacefulness, relaxation, creativi- 
ty? I'm a BM, 43, who'd love to 
meet you. f268405 
REALITY SHOW REJECT 
Why? Because I'm down-to-earth 
and I'm a realist. Single, 42-year-old, 
non-smoking professional leads a 
Clean lifestyle, never married, no 
children (work came first until now) 
Humorous, energetic, outgoing. 
considered good-looking, tall, medi- 
um build, enjoys concerts, the gym 
dining, cycling, movies, travel, etc 
Open to new adventures. Seeking 
an attractive SW/AF, 25-42, with 
similar interests. 4239301 
COULD IT BE ME? 
SM, 37, ex-military, good-looking, a 
little Keanu mixed with a little 
Richard Gere (so I'm told) hard- 
working, very busy, trying to fill a 
gap.Seeking understanding, light- 
hearted SF for friendship/relation- 
ship. %P556958 
PERSONAL TRAINER 
Black male, 43, 5’9”", gentleman 
would like to meet a full-figured 
white female, 35-55. 4277080 
FAHRENHEIT 9/11 
28-year-old single father wants to 
see Fahrenheit 9/11 in the theatre 
but hates going alone! Looking for 
good-looking, liberal-minded 
woman to join me. ##401301 
TAKE A CHANCE 
SWM, 29, would like to find a real 
female, 18-45, with whom to share 
nice strolls on the beach, punk and 
metal shows, trying new things. 
7576034 
SPIRITUAL 
Tall, dark, handsome italian, 6 
200ibs, fit, fun, funny, non-smoker, 
non-drinker, 50ish, cycling, swim- 
ming, Harleys. Seeking lean beau- 
ty, any race. North of Boston 
1218667 
DOES SHE EXIST? 
SWM, 39, 6’, 195ibs, brown/biue. 
friendly and outgoing. I'm looking to 
meet a lady who's fun to be with. 
slim, and looking for a serious rela- 
tionship. Between 25-39, race open. 
7401492 
LET'S MEET 
Long Tall Sally? DWM, mid-40s, 
seeking a SWF, 35+, 6'+, for a 
dating and possible relationship 
7573493 
SUNRISE OVER BOSTON 
SWM, 42, confident, agile, secure. 
likes live entertainment, museums. 
sunrises, slurpees. Seeks Christian 
kindred spirit with no dependents for 
unlimited possibilities. Must enjoy 
star gazing. #8279719 
STIMULATE YOUR MIND 
SWM, 32, blond/blue, enjoys read- 
ing, Italian food, good conversation. 
sporting events, dancing, new expe- 
riences. Looking to spend quality 
time with caring, affectionate, kind- 
hearted SF, 25-37, and share life's 
experiences. %9882895 
ALOT TO OFFER 
All work and no play makes me a 
dull boy. Hard-working SBM, seeks 
a bit of fun and adventure with the 
right SF, 25-35, for conversation, din- 
ner, friendshio and more. 550157 
NICE ITALIAN GUY 
SWM, 44, 63”, looking to settle 
down with lady, 35-45, non-smoker, 
positive personality. | work freelance 
So time off varies. Likes: small family 
owned restaurants; travel to NYC 
cooking for a special person; hang- 
ing with family/friends and more. 
7888482 
LOVES LIFE, OUTGOING 
SW\M, 34, seeking out-going SWF 
who likes to go out for dinner. 
movies, drinks, who likes to enjoy 
life with no ties. #413118 
BABY-FACED GUY 
SM, 33, 5'3", slen@@r build, brown 
skin, baby smile, walks with a limp, 
interests include politics, British tv. 
pop and jazz music. Seeking fair- 
minded, flexible female who keeps 
fit but isn't a sports fanatic, into 
movies, British tv. 2416556 
PEACE 
SW\M, late 20s, Gemini, non-smok- 
er, seeks a down-to-earth WF, 25- 
32, non-smoker, for friendship, dat- 
ing, and possible relating. 423631 





Bisexual ¢ W - White ¢ B - African American/Black ® H - Hispanic ¢ A - Asian e J - Jewish ¢ C - Christian ¢ D/D-free - Drug+Disease Free ¢ WLTM - Would Like To Meet 


ADVENTUROUS, MEDIA 
Executive, handsome, financially, 
physically fit, SM, 48, seeks pol- 
ished, stylish female partner for 
social/ousiness events, travel, mar- 
velous dinners, lively conversation 
35-45, athletic encounters on and 
off tennis courts and golf links 
Long-term relationship ambitions 
7423216 

QUINCY 
SWN, 55, 5'9”, 150Ibs, non-smoker 
health-conscious. | enjoy outdoor 
activities and simple pleasures. I'm a 
dog owner, and would like to meet a 
woman who enjoys the same things 
and likes dogs! 7434004 
RELATIONSHIP/MARRIAGE 

Attractive SWM, 5'10", 175ibs, dark 
brown/brown, likes keeping in 
shape, going out for fun, or staying 
home for cuddling, love and 
romance. Seeking attractive, honest 
sincere, very dedicated SF, 18-35, 
for love, romance, a future together 
and a permanent relationship 
7226689 

FREE MALE 
DWM, 38, 5'7", dirty blond/brown 
hair, blue eyes, enjoys laughing, ani- 
mals, beach walks, camping, con- 
certs, travel, and vegging out. WLTM 
non-smoking, easy going, caring, 
blonde/redhead, petite, SWF with 
sense of humor who likes the same. 
So. Shore area. 4456141 

DATE MATE 
DWM, 45, 5’8”, slim, well-educated 
witty, seeks sensitive lady, 28 to late 
30s, for casual dating. | enjoy read- 
ing, progressive politics, movies 
most music, and stimulating conver 
sation. Personality, intelligence, and 
affection important. Attractive? 
Great! Height/weight proportionate 
Shyness ok. 4462022 

BE MY PUNK ROCK GIRL? 

In shape, SWM, 208ibs, brown 
brown, clean-shaven, short hair, D/D 
free, non-smoker/drinker; you be 
also. Seeks cutie, 18-20, interested 
in older guys. S.N.H., sense of 
humor, fit, black hair, piercings, own 
car, for friendship, dating, and more. 
7447961 

DINNER IN NORTH END 
with friends and finish the night at 
The Roxy. This isn't every night of 
course, but | do love to dance and 
dine out. | am an easy going, laugh- 
able, joyous 32-year-old male with 
black/grey hair and brown eyes. | 
have been called loyal almost to a 
fault. Would like to find a woman who 
is similar, who is not too serious. 
because | certainly am _ not 
291099 


OD ic au THE WORLD'S. 


a Stage, will you shakily act a role? 
Whether you play, portray or pre- 
tend, singin’ the blues can mend 
When roads diverged did you say 
To what end?” or simply choose 
something like a star? SWM, 45 
seeks SF, 24-44. T255848 

RELATIONSHIP NEWBIE 
introverted grad student, SUM, 31 
5'6", seeks honest, intelligent 
woman, same generation, for con- 
versation and recreation. Perhaps 
also procrastination, even infatua- 
tion, but not manipulation or aggra- 
vation. Jewish, Unitarian, or 
Scrabble player a plus. %997916 

BE MY GINGER ROGERS 
I'm a tall, well-built man with brown 
eyes and black hair. I'm looking for 
a lovely lady who will be my dance 
partner. | enjoy clubbing, eating 
healthfully, and curvy, flirty girlies! 
Let's dance the night away! 
7466042 

MARRIAGE WITH NO SEX 
I'm a mix between Al Pacino, 
Dustin Hoffman, and DeNiro 
SWN, no sex because of a surgery, 
well-educated, seeks understanding 
woman for marriage between the 
ages of 24-44. | like flying airplanes, 
renting sailboats at the club, and 
writing about political science 
477285 

BORED IN BOSTON 

Tall, striking, athletic, intelligent 
funny, unique SWM, 36, seeks 
female partner in crime, for laughing, 
learning, and adventure. %268061 

CASTING LEADING LADY 
Handsome, eclectic, music lover, 
film maker, photographer, seeks 
attractive gal pal to share adven- 
tures, collaborate on arts, life etc 
long-term relationship sought 
77490674 

THE REAL DEAL 

SWM, early 40s, enjoys independ- 
ent films, jazz/blues, seeks person- 
able, curvy, fit female who's down-to- 
earth, supportive, affectionate. 
Expect same from this attractive, 
5'8”, athletic/muscular build, open- 
minded SWM, dark brown hair, 
brown-green eyes, moustache, 
looking for companionship/triend- 
ship leading to long-term relation- 
ship. 4239948 

BLACK MAN FOR LOVE 
Male in his 30s, non-smoker, 6 
180ibs, romantic, good-looking, hon- 
est, sincere, caring, D/D-free, occa- 
sional drinker. Seeking SB/WF, 20 
50, romantic, attractive, who knows 
how to please a man, for stable 
romance or spice dating relation- 
ship. | would like to take you out 
tonight and many more nights 
7215735 

FUN-LOVING & SINCERE 
Energetic, employed SBM, 44 
5'11", 170lbs, average build, non- 
smoker, non-drinker, clean-cut 
wears glasses, brown complexion 
loves camping, art, nature and pho- 
tography. Seeking loving lady who 
appreciates the same. 53594 

HI THERE! 

Short, average-looking but warm- 
hearted professional, brown 
brown, 40, seeks you: cute, petite, 
open-minded woman with a good 
sense of humor for fun, romance. 
and a possible intimate relationship 
that we'll both probably end up 
regretting someday. 1442615 











To listen and respond call 


617-976-3366 


Must be 18+. (calls cost $2.19/min) 
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CELTIC CHARM 
SWM, 46, well-educated, physical- 
ly fit Irishman, loves nature, litera- 
ture, music and sports. If you're 
between 35 and 45, down-to-earth 
unpretentious and honest, | would 
love to hear from you. 1449657 

I'VE GOT DRIVE 
32 year old, SM, blue eyes, dark 
blonde hair, looking for friendship. 
Like listening to Doug Emery 
cooking fish or a vegetarian dish 
and marching to the beat of my 
own drum. Very involved with 
friends, but want more. %°554700 

PETITE WOMAN WANTED 

SWM, 44, 5'9", fit, handsome 
175lbs, PhD, entrepreneur, English 
professor, into shopping, poetry, 
romance, music. Wants soulmate 
age open. 7128585 

MR MELLOW 
SWM, 32, professional chef, non- 
smoker, loves reading, movies, and 
travel. Seeking woman, 18-35, for 
dating, hopefully leading to long- 
term relationship. 47552509 

GOOD SPORT SEEKS SAME 
SWM, 26, 6'2”, athletic build, Gem- 
ini, non-smoker, seeks woman, 18- 
30, who loves sports and music 
79552885 
MUSCLES AND BRAINS 

Intelligent, college-educated SWM 
39, 5'8", 240Ibs, bodybuilder, non- 
smoker, no kids, loves laughing, 
traveling, music, and living life to the 
fullest. Seeking fun, healthy, athletic 
woman, 21-42, non-smoker. Let's 
explore life. #551348 

HELLO THERE 
Easygoing SM, 48, father, self- 
employed, enjoys the mountains 
night walks on the beach, quality 
conversation, scenic drives, quiet 
times. Seeking intelligent, romantic 
lady who loves the simple pleas- 
ures in life. 49554055 

BY THE NUMBERS 

professional SWM, 54, non-smok- 
er, seeks laid-back, mathemati- 
cian, flexible woman, 40-55, non- 
smoker, interested in exploring a 
friendship and eventual relation- 
ship. #9547490 


CAPPUCCINO, ANYONE? 
I'm 6'3" with dark brown eyes and 
hair. | love Hoobastank, Maroon 5, 
and No Doubt. Always up for a good 
game of volleyball or meeting 
friends for coffee. Confidence is a 
beautiful thing! Call me! %252499 
| AM WHO! AM 
| am seeking a quietly feminine 
effeminate CD or TV who enjoys 
dinners, movies, theatre, music 
weekends planned together. | am 
an ex-Marine, lean muscles, in top 
shape. | am for real. Seeking long- 
term relationship. Serious replies 
only. %9947699 
CIRCLE THIS AD 
SM, 44, enjoys museums, theater. 
travel, mountain biking, hiking and 
a beer afterwards, seeking a com- 
patible SF, 34-49, for dating an 
possible relationship. 1557939 
FOOTBALL AND LAUGHING 
Looking for a guy or guys, for foot- 
ball, laughing, for times when guys 
need guys. | am 6' tall, 182Ibs, 
brown/brown, slender. If you like to 
wear heels, that's ok, anything goes 
Just be yourself, have a sense of 
humor and be looking to explore. 
7489464 x : 
RELAX, GOOD TIMES 
Friendly guy, 50, Boston, Navy vet- 
eran, seeks biue-collar man, 40-70 
for friendship first. Feel free to ask 
me anything. 4519172 
LET'S BE A TEAM 
WM, 42, 510”, 175ibs, brown hair 
green eyes, attractive, masculine 
healthy, fit- seeks attractive, mascu- 
line, healthy, fit man. %544115 
WOLFEBORO, NH 
GWM seeking friendship, possibly 
more with the right man. | typically 
am attracted to a mature man, 30- 
40. | have been told | am a good 
catch but you will have to be the 
judge of that. 4529079 
LOVE CONNECTION 
Fun-loving GM, 42, 6’, nice build. 
brown/brown, looking for a nice man 
for good times and possible long- 
term relationship. 4903016 
FRAMINGHAM MALE 
BM, 5'11”, 210lbs, exercises regular- 
ly, enjoys sports, music. Seeking 
W\M, over 50 preferred but not exclu- 
sive. Chubby or heavy-set a plus. 
7223435 
EXTRA LARGE 
Looking for extra large SB/HM, 18- 
50, bodybuilder. Thin, clean-cut WM, 
39, wants to meet you. ‘7506387 
MAKE ME LAUGH 
Good-looking, young professional, 
5'7", 140lbs, athletic and fit, 27. 
European, biond/blue, looking for 
someone to chill, hangout and laugh 
if the chemistry is right. I'd like a guy 
around my age, who's fit and funny. 
7427180 
SPECIAL SOMEONE? 
African-American GM on North 
Shore, 40, looking to enjoy life with 
GM, age and race unimportant. Just 
looking to enjoy each others’ com- 
pany. 437736 
TERRENCE SEEKS PHILLIP 
ISO cute geek/jock. At least like 
three of these: making out, Star 
Wars, horror movies, biking, nap- 
ping, the Sedarises, cartoons, being 
in the Tao, theeatre-hopping, bar- 
slumming, good music, nature's 
gifts. Prefer late 20s to early 30s. I'm 
articulate and boyish. 7446416 


BLUE-COLLAR BRO 
Black dude, 36, 5'8”, 175ibs, shaved 
head, muscular build, enjoys lifting, 
road trips, and computer games 
Hard-working blue-collar type of guy 
seeks a similar WM for friendship. 
7509784 
REAL GUY FOR SAME 
Masculine, muscular, good-looking 
professional GWM, 33, 6’, 195ibs 
athletic enjoys the outdoors, Sunday 
football, having a couple beers 
Seeking a similar, masculine WM 
22-35. 7861784 
SEEKING WEEKDAY PAL 

WM, 52, 5'8”, 150lbs, smooth, 
good build, smoker. | enjoy sports. 
Southern NH beaches, cuddling 
after a bubble bath and massage 
Seeking in-shape, clean, down-to- 


earth gentleman for dating 
965415 
BRITISH-AMERICAN WM 


WM, 30, blue eyes, slim, introverted: 
classical music, literature, quality 
one-on-one time. Serious, honest 
only please. 19957644 


PASSIONATE AND KIND 

GWM, 38, brown/green, slim, look- 
ing for intelligent and attractive male 
25-40 to share good times with. Into 
fashion and opera. | like working out 
but | am not a fanatic. Looking for a 
serious relationship. Smokers need 
not try. 49513880 


ASIAN ALERT 
Antique GWM, computer dummy, 
wouid like to meet young GAM who 
is a computer nerd. 519030 


MOHEGAN SUN? 
Good-looking, clean-cut, in-shape 
WM, 33, 5'7”, 145ibs, work out reg- 
ularly, pretty new, seeks a similar, 
athletic guy. Someone who's a 
clean-cut, masculine, discreet, non- 
smoking WM, for friendship, travel 
possibly more. Athletic, jock/prep 
guys only. 4898896 


HIN UND ZURUCK 

SWM 5'10” 155ibs, lean body, likes 
to ski, cycle, into contemporary arts. 
modeling, photography, new experi- 
ences. A versatile friend. Been there 
and back? Seeking GWM of like 
mind and body. Bristol county. 
7519821 


WHITE CLASSIC JOCKEYS 
All-American “French/Greek’ top cat 
enjoys foreign travel, history, 
romance languages, fine dining 
cooking, swimming, exercise, jog- 
ging, reading, intense conversation 
with that special man. Seeking pas- 
sive yet assertive guy, 25-55, who 
also loves wearing tight button-fly 
Levi 501s and white %P401012 

HOLIDAY WISH 
Upbeat, middle-aged Ivy grad seeks 
bright, cultured, younger GM to 
share interesting, eclectic Cam- 
bridge life. 4556784 

LOOKING FOR THE REAL 
Down-to-earth, quiet, serious 
GW\M, 53, 5'7", good-looking, gym 
toned, healthy, employed, seeks 
similar, intellectual GWM, 36-53 
believing true liberation is something 
you strive for everywhere and 
comes from within. For dating, pos- 
sibly more. #9891878 : 

FALCOR SEEKS ATREYU 
GWM, 48, 510", 175ibs, brown/ 
brown, seeks smaller companion 
under 35, any race, to share life 
and times. Enjoy baseball, history, 
Play Station, pool, movies, cud- 
dling with unpretentious, boyish, 
honest buddy. America is great, 
let's enjoy it together. 49928755 

LOOKING FOR ME? 
Good-looking SBM, 31, 145lbs, 
sexy, crazy, cool, down-to-earth, not 
into games, enjoys rap, hip hop, 
R&B, movies, dining. Seeking simi- 
lar masculine Asian or SB/HM, for 
friendship and good times. 
998522 


KINDRED SPIRIT 
Compassionate, active WM, 59 
5'11”, 185ibs, gray-blond hair, seeks 
fit, masculine, unself-centered WM, 
30-55, for deep happiness in shar- 
ing life's wonders. Arts and out- 
doors. 7919326 

STR8 GUY 4 OLDER 
Kind gentleman seeks straight male, 
age 19-25, for friendship, maybe 
more. Brockton area. Latino or Cape 
Verdean preferred. 8239225 

TAKE A CHANCE! 

I'm 5'10" with blue eyes and light 
brown hair. | enjoy long walks in 
nature, reading, travel, foreign lan- 
guages, and spirituality. | need a love 
who is in touch with himself and is 
compassionate. 49252583 

LIFE IN THE OLD BOY 
SWIM, 60+, body mass index below 
24, seeks same for relationship. 
Affectionate, healthy, brown/brown 
Enjoys music, reading, walking, 
Classic movies. Short and dark are 
pluses. %£257837 

CREATIVE COMPANION 
Youthful, energetic, loving, stable 
GWM, 53, trim, healthy, many 
interests. Seeks honest long-term 
relationship with romantic, caring, 
fun, fit GM, 30 to 45. Not into 
scene. Love movies, music, arts. 
travel. £7239820 

FEMME, BUT NOT... 
a flaming queen. GWM, 42, 5'6”, 
135lbs, brown/brown, thin, muscu- 
lar, non-smoker, seeks a masculine. 
well-built man, 35-55, non-smoker. 
ready for a relationship. 412159 

LOOKING 4 REAL 
24-year-old GWM, blond/blue 
220lbs, glasses, 5'11", average 
build, N/D, drug-free, smoker, few 
tats and piercings, into dancing, 
movies, chillin’ with friends, walks, 
parks. Very spontaneous and will- 
ing to try new things. #428421 


To use your credit card call 


617-450-8620 


To listen and respond 
from any phone. 


YOUNGER SEEKS OLDER 
Good-looking WM, 34, 59 
170lbs, in excellent physical shape. 
extremely healthy lifestyle, biue-col- 
lar worker. You: laid-back, masculine 
56+, mentor figure, ready to show 
me fun times. 207793 

LET'S GET TOGETHER 
Good-looking BIWM, 41, clean 
D/D-free, non-smoker, clean-shav- 
en, 59", 210lbs, in shape, brown. 
brown, short hair, blue collar. 
Southern NH. Seeks good-looking 
WM, 25-35, clean-shaven, 5'9 
swimmers body, short hair, for dating 
and more. 436478 

FUN COMPANION 


GM wants to meet a fun compan- ~ 


ion to have a good time. Very low 
key and chill. No stress environ- 
ment. 486168 

BUDDY WANTED! 
GWM, 28, 5'8”, brown/brown, very 
good-looking, new to are, ISO 
someone to hang out with and show 
me around Boston, who's not afraid 
to have a good time. I'd like some- 
one long-term, but that's for later. 
Not into club scene. %P484600 

WHAT'S THE WORD? 

Well-rounded, open-minded SHM 
27, smoker, seeks same in single 
man, 25-35. Open to trying new 
things? Get in touch. 4495594 

TAKE A CHANCE 
Middle-aged man, but looks 35 
5'8", 160ibs, 15% body fat, cul- 
tured, sexy, ex-model, strong body. 
lives in NH, but will travel, D/D-free 
financially secure, great dresser. 
great catch, loves theatre, working 
out, looking to meet casual dating 
possibly more. You must be attrac 
tive, actively working, young-look 
ing, 25-40, D/D-free. Into culture 
and theatre, skiing, and traveling 
Serious replies only. 4967742 

NATIVE AMERICAN MALE 

GM, 34, 5’8", 190Ibs, brown/brown 
average build, decent-looking 
enjoy indoor/outdoor activities 
movies, most music. Seeking male 
with similar interests. 17518939 

BLONDE DREAM 
In a tall blonde 44-year-old man 
with gorgeous blue eyes looking for 
nice, preferably tall man. I'm very 
outgoing, and love spending time 
outdoors. Looking for a possible 
long-term relationship. 4257699 

SEEKS SHE-MALE 
Bi-male, 41, 5'10", 170lbs, black 
hair, dark brown eyes, clean 
shaven, Native American, seeking 
she-male or passable trans for 
long-term relationship. Fall River 
area. %455357 

SINGLE IN NEW ENGLAND 

SM, Capricorn, seeks kind, caring 
considerate gentle partner for fun 
leading to LTR. %504124 

ELECTRICIAN 
SM, 44, 5110”, 185Ibs, muscular, 
attractive, seeking SM, 25-38, for 
dating and possible relationship. 
Please be into the ocean, out- 
doors, camping, walks on the 
beach. 549993 

WORTH A vaLL 
SM, 25, 5’9”, 180lbs, brown hair 
piercings, seeks outgoing, honest 
SM who enjoys the outdoors 
nights out, for sharing fun and 
friendship. 550506 


SINGLE ATHLETE 
44-year-old semi-pro baseball 
player, 5'10”, 140lbs, resides in RI, 
Strawberry-biond hair, non-smoker, 
looking for nice, neat, clean 
GH/AM, 18-28, with swimmer's 
build, for possible long-term rela- 
tionship. 4881355 _ 

YOU COMPLETE ME 
Professional, neat, loving GWM, 
47, 5'6", 150lbs, brown/brown, 
clean-shaven, non-smoker, enjoys 
dining out, plays, long walks 
drives, movies. Looking to meet 
GW/BM, 40-60, for quality time. 


friendship and _ relationship 
960923 
BIG BEAR WANTED 


39-year-old BiM looking for big 
bear, 250lbs+. I'd like to meet 
someone who's under 30, short in 
height. Let's get together and have 
some fun! 9829825 


FRIENDSHIP AND MORE 
GW\M, 6’, 215ibs, 65+, blonde,D/D 
free, N/S, clean-shaven, short hair 
enjoys Sunday football, play golf 
occasionally, likes nature. Seeking 
61-75 for friendship and more, light 
drinking okay, must be D/D-free 
447829 

NEED SOME LOVIN’ 
Are you an 18-49-year-old bi or 
GM looking for love? If so, this 
GWNM wants to meet you and make 
you happy. Call me if you are sin- 
cere and passionate. 47421683 





LOOKING 4 NEW LOVE 
GWPF, 42, brown/soft brown, loyal 
trustworthy, looking for that special 
someone to share new adventures 
with, to get to know first and see 
where it leads. %P550954 


A NICE SMILE 
GF, 50+, seeks same, with sincere 
caring heart, sense of humor a 
must, for freindship, maybe more 
later. Stoneham/North Shore area 
preferred. 1464291 


FRIENDS FIRST 

SWF, 22, artsy, intelligent, raunchy 
sense of humor, cute, seeking 
open-minded female who enjoys 
movies, conversation, dining out or 
staying in. Friends first, more pos- 
sible. Size, race unimportant 
222596 


READY TO SHARE 

Tall GBF, 46, height/weight propor 
tionate, enjoys ethnic cuisine 
seafood. Looking for mature, affec- 
tionate GF, 28-52, to share good 
conversations and good laughs 
Please be patient and fun-loving 
7274667 





IT 1S TIME 
GBF 28, been in the 
years but have never taken the 
time to explore the 
friends. | enjoy bowling, movies 
and long walks. Interested in 
friendship and exploring the possi- 
bility of more. 77469314 


YOU ARE NEEDED 

| am seeking a sincere, caring 
gentle, understanding, deeply sen- 
sual, passionate, down-to-earth 
female, to develop a long-term or 
lifetime relationship as friends 
lovers or both. SBF, 41, looks 30 
down-to-earth, very attractive, fun 
healthy, physically admirable, fit 
possess inner-beauty qualities 
78556753 


SMART & ATTRACTIVE FEMALE 
Tall, blonde, blue-eyed female would 
love to meet another girly girl who's 
intelligent, responsible, caring 
attractive, fun to be with and easy- 
going. Most importantly, be honest 
and genuine. 9422326 

WARM & INVITING SMILE 
Independent, funny, romantic GBF 
30, 5'4", well-rounded personality 
child care professional, poet, curva 
ceous, free-spirited, loves $ 
cal, jazz, R&B, Nina Simone fe 
Looking for a Providence woman 
to appreciate these qualities 
7259590 

LOOKING GLASS 
GWF, 40, brown/brown, 135ibs, fit 
you same, for casual, non commit- 
tal, relation. Have a sweetie. Will 
answer all. No butches please 
North of Boston. 49555242 


WHAT'S THE WORD? 
GWF, 40, non-smoker, dresses 
casual, very confident, brutally hon- 
est, likes action and comedy at the 
movies, seeks WF, 35-50, for friend- 
ship, possible romance if you are 
that special someone. 411756 


ISO NEW PEOPLE 

GWF, 38 years old. Brown/brown 
petite fem/tomboy, 5'3”, 105ibs. 
Looking to meet new people and 
possibly find true love. Interests 
include live music, art, movies...and 
all the rest of life's little pleasures 
Would love to hear from you 
7435150 


CARPE DIEM 
Attractive teacher/writer, 36, loves 
music, musing, amusing others 
reading, relaxing, relating. Seeks 
feminine (or androgynous), envi- 
ronmentally aware intellectual with 
an easy laugh. €546164 


COFFEE IN CAMBRIDGE? 
GWF, 60, passionate about teach- 
ing, seeks educated professional 
into reading, indie films, shopping 
exploring new places. 4#251682 


SNUGGLER NEEDED 
| am a 22-year-old female, with short 
blond/olue, 5'6”, size 3, Would love to 
find someone that likes spending 
time with me and my son, who is also 
a fun, outgoing snuggler. %P459835 


BEST THING SINCE... 
Dark chocolate! Sweet, sharp GWF 
44, by day works in University, by 
night acoustic pop star. Love good 
conversation, fun & serious movies, 
dancing, biking, live music, friends 
activism. Seek thoughtful, creative. 
kind, non-smoking, non-drinking GF 
for dating, hopefully more. 7267686 
PRETTY BROWN EYES 

I'm a 40-year-old BiWF from 
Cambridge, Mass, non-smoker, D/D- 
free, 4'11", 130lbs, brown hair, brown 
eyes. Seeking single BiWF, 20-44 
who likes concerts, music, movies, 
dancing and dining out. 47231529 

ARE YOU SHY? 
Looking for women who experience 
shyness. Want to start a discussion 
and support group. 7433144 

LOVABLE LEO 
GWF, 40ish, attractive brunette 
hazel, great sense of humor, seek- 
ing same. All my friends are straight 
please fill the void. Tel me about 
yourself. 47461067 

CUTE TOMBOY... 
Now available on DVD! 43-year-old 
GF, 5'4”, green eyes, (friends would 
joke I'm really Norman Bates’ little 
sister), loves hitting the beach 
“Once Upon a Time in Mexico,” din- 
ing out. Looking to date short, cud- 
dly, dark-haired woman who likes 
tomboys. %P206584 

HALF HIPSTER, HALF DORK 

Museum girl, 33, silly extrovert 
once you get to know me, enjoys 
PBS, PBR, chocolate cake, the 
Red Sox, Wilco, and making 
things. Looking for a stand-up girl, 
who is kind and sensitive and will 
sometimes laugh at my jokes 
511829 


ARE YOU NORMAL? 
Strawberry blonde, 5’6”, toned, likes 
to dance, loves the Pats, romantic 
and too honest, seeks non-Bi 
female who is a female. Northshore 
area. Be honest, caring and looking 
for a true friend. 526902 


TRUE LADY 
Compassionate woman, strong-val- 
ued in principles, seeks same (30s), 
beautiful, warm, gracious, intelligent 
mature, classy, sincere, feminine 
lady responsible in her ability to 
love and care for others. 4458206 
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To place your ad and for 
Customer Service, call 


800-310-5995 


PARTNER IN CRIME 
Attractive, educated, adventurous 
BF, 28, 5'8", 140lbs, with a devilish 
sense of humor and mind to match 
loves traveling, good food, music 
Creativity, clubbing, Foxwoods, hav- 
ing fun. Seeking friendship with 


jown-to-earth, easygoing, open- 
minded SF %922724 

MARTHA STEWART — 
where are you? 40-year-old GWF 


soft butch, seeks femme GWF. If 
you're her, it's good thing 
7968614 
ROMANCE AWAITS 

Considerate GWF, 45, seeks 
attractive, honest, romantic SF, non 
smoker, to share long walks, good 
times, friendship and fun, possible 
long-term relationship. %°847134 

_ _ FRIENDLY GIRL 
GBF, easy conversationalist, roman- 
tic, likes cuddling, vacation, watching 
movies on a rainy day, watching the 
beauty in your eyes expressing the 
love for life you feel. Looking for com 
panion, lover, friend. 4251996 

SEEKS INTELLIGENT LIFE 
BiWF, 35, cute, fit, loves nature, out- 
doors, movies, music, spiritual/New 
Age thought. Seeking connection for 
fun, dating, romance, and more 
Sense of humor a plus. #7939539 

TIRED OF DINNER FOR 1? 
| am! Blue-eyed GWF, 35, brown 
blonde, 5'10", 160ibs, seeks GF for 
friendship. Also looking to find “spe- 
cial someone.” Am honest, loving 


loyal. Love animals, outdoors 
sports, movies. Take a chance 
#807419 

NO CLUE 


1st time doing this. 





for femme, 28-45 
and growth. N/S 
416692 
LET'S HAVE FUN 
SF, looking for someone to share fur 
and romance. | like movies, animals 
travel, kids, and sports. Possible 
LTR. 493056 
ASIAN CUTIE PIE 
Cute SAF, 27, 5'3”, slim, enjoys 
running, walking 
Bethany Dillon & Kate Spade 
Seeking tall, blonde female for con 
versation, maybe more... 4748235 
MY RED HAIR 
iS what you will notice about me first 
It is soft and waiting for your fingers 
Tall woman who needs a tall mar 
Keep it real and we'll be fine. | trust 
you. 18482447 
AWAITING MY EQUAL 
Professional GF, 5'8”", with great 
sense of humor, very beautifu 


playing Tetris 





sexy, intelligent, femme, outgoing 
and spontaneous, seeks t 
open femme woman, willing to 
meet me halfway, with beaut 
quality, intelligence, who enjoys 
just sitting around watching tv and 
laughing. 496864 
APPLE BLOSSOM 

24-year-old, attractive, educa’ 
femme woman, 5'5", 120lbs, s 
ing cute, fit, wholesome, educated 
femme friend who enjoys poetry 
reading, coffee/drinks, shopping 
applying lip gloss, apple-picking 
Let's get to know each other...slow- 
ly. 469085 











HER AND ME 
We were in a clothing store down- 
town. You complimented a piece of 
jewelry | was wearing. You are gor- 
geous! Let's have a drink. 4498451 
JEEP MAN ON THE GO DEC.22 
| saw you at the video store, 5 min- 
utes later in line at Dunkin Donuts on 
Mass. Ave. 10 minutes later, we 
crossed driving on Mass. Ave. Could 
this be fate?? You: Very handsome 
pleasing to the eye. Me: tall, good- 
looking, shaved head, goatee, white 
sable. 1559641 
AUBON PAIN 
Seeking Asian girl who was at 
Aubon pain Harvard Square with 
blonde girlfriend in the summer of 
1999. You: long blue dress. |, also 
asian, wearing a gray t-shirt. We saw 
each other, but nothing happened 
Still searching for you! %4°553098 
THIS TIME WE DANCE 
| found your fur coat on the sidewalk 
that's no place for the rare Brazilian 
minx. It misses, as do |, your black 
boustier. I'd like to see more of your 
much more, but this time we dance 
without the chaperones or the coat 
gets turned into a couch. #532811 
NEW ORLEANS 
Halloween weekend: Handsome 
and tender Providence landscape 
designer. Wish we could have spent 
more time. Can we talk? %519051 
WHERE DO YOU GO? 
We used to cross path here and 
there for years until you went to 
Chile a while ago. Did you ever 
came back? 418306 
MA PACKER FANS IN GB 10/3 
Looking for a hot guy at the Green 
Bay Packer game on October 3rd 
Section 115, Row 6, Seat 13 or 14 
You were sitting with other guys 
wearing Favre jerseys. You are 
Hot!. 475484 
NEW ORLEANS HALLOWEEN? 
Handsome and tender Providence 
landscape designer. | tried to find 
you later that day. Can we talk? 
7514330 
SMILEY SEEKS KRISTEN 
You often see me several times a 
week, you were at the pick up count 
er today and said you wouid be back 
tomorrow. Are you single? Lets chat 
Smiles—aka Smiley. 4482628 











Regrets? |'ve had a few 
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| regret the emotional torment that so man 
a column about sounding (the shoving c 
regret writing in that same column ab 
the good folks at ErosTek (www.sextek.com), who were s 
they sent me some of their fine e-stim products a han 
ErosTek (www.sextek.com) want to thank me 
and their Web site (www.sextek.com 
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regret three things about the column 
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the sensitive subject 
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| regret not including necrophilia in my or 
ever be able to sign off on, along with scat, pedopt 
nform the non-animal fuckers in my readersh 
animal fuckers who thought my anti-bestiality 
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must have had a few, right? But thanks to 
short- and long-term memory loss (| drove a nail into my own head in fourth grade 
really), | couldn’t recall any off the top of my head. So jus 
last 52 installments of “Savage Love” from the vaults and read through all of them. 
And here, in no particular order, are my regrets for 2004 

| regret dedicating two columns to the freakish phenomenon of women passing gas 
sitting up, with their ass cheeks clenched, which apparently forces the gas to bubble 
forward, past their vaginal lips. In some tragic instances, this phenomenon sets vaginal 
ips a-flappin’, and the sound is identical to the one made by a regular, ol’ 
regret twice burdening my readers with that menta 


regret not telling the obese guy who was attracted 


have grandmother 





gina 





etai rod up ar 


t the fine 





think an assortment of the new attachmer 
m 


ock during 


y accepting the “gay marriage cost John Kerry the election” 
around the day after the election. (That supposed fact, drawn from the same exit polls 
that showed Kerry winning in a landslide, has been thoroughly debunked.) Finally, | re 
gret not making it clearer to my straight readers why, for gays and lesbians, conterr 
Canada after November 2 wasn’t, and isn’t 
grapes. We live in a country in which one political party 
control all branches of the federal government 
scapegoating, and actively persecuting homos, a tiny and relatively defenseless minor 
ty group. Republicans tel! the fundies in their base that the existence of gays and les- 
bians is a threat to the American family, Western civilization, and, as one bigwig R re- 
cently put it, “the survival of the earth.” At some point the Rs are either going to have 
to make good on their rhetoric and actually do something about all the homos out there 
imperiling the survival of the planet (hey, maybe we’re responsible for global warm 
ing?), or they’re going to have to knock it off. 
knock it off. But the off chance that the Rs will one day decide to make good on their 
anti-gay rhetoric — by amending the US Constitution to ban gay marriage, say, or by 
rounding us all up and putting us in camps (I'd like to be sent to Boy Scout camp, 
please) — makes the thought of moving to a big, sane, nearby country where gays and 
lesbians are fuil and equal citizens extremely tempting. 

While we’re on politics, | regret being so mean to Republicans in my column 
even going so far as to say that people shouldn’t fuck them 
have a lot of readers who are Republicans, as it turns out, and they me send long, 
suggest that they're unworthy of sexual release. (Dear 
Republican Readers of “Savage Love”: | trust you also send long, wounded letters to 
the prominent Republicans who suggest that 
the law.) Second, Republicans rule the world now, and 
to be on their bad sides. So | take it back: we should all fuck Republicans 
fucking us, after all, so why not? 

| regret boring my many readers in Canada with a lot of blah blah blah about Ameri- 
can politics. | tried to make it up to my Canadian readers by heaping compliments on 
their sensible positions on God, ganja, and gays. But some of my columns probably 
didn’t make for riveting reading up north. Sorry about that, Canada, and | promise to 
bore my American readers with at Jeast one column about Canadian politics in 2005. 

| regret writing back in April that men who get sex-change operations have “their 
dicks cut off.” This is not the case, according to at least one angry tranny who wrote 
in. What happens is this: the dick is sliced open, the erectile tissue is scooped out, 
and then the hollow, empty tube that used to be the penis is pulled up inside the 
body to create a vaginal canal. The head of the penis is somehow relocated to the 
spot above the entrance to the new vagina, stitched into place, and the newly creat 
ed female bits are almost fully functional 
and she is not, as | implied, a genital-less freak. According to the angry tranny who 
wrote in, reading about how dicks are sliced open, hollowed out, and their heads 
stitched into place is somehow less disturbing than reading the phrase “have their 
dicks cut off.” | regret the error. 

| regret suggesting that all goth girls are fat. There are many slim goth girls out 
there, including one who sits in the cubicle right down the hall from me. 

| regret that in last week’s column | neglected to tell the woman who encountered 
crap in her boyfriend’s ass that there were proactive steps he could take to make sure 
his bowels are empty before she sticks her arm up there, from a few moments on the 
can to a fiber-rich diet to a full-blown enema. | was too busy making jokes about Braille 
dictionaries and twice-baked potatoes to offer her much useful advice. 

And finally, | regret announcing a GGG contest way back in November. 
hordes of my kinky readers would nominate their “good, giving, and game” vanilla part- 
ners for a GGG Award. | was wrong. In the end, | only got two 
and two contestants does not a contest make. So the 
sending both people who bothered to nominate their partners one of the lovely GGG 7 
shirts for sale at www.extraugly.com. (Extraugly.c 
great consolation prizes, and they're a great way to advertise your 
got a trip for two to Las Vegas to give away, and if anyone has a suggestion for a fun 
dirty contest that people will actually enter, I’m all ears. 
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Real Estate 





TS: 
REAL ESTATE 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 








SUS NG 
UNITY 
All Real Estate advertising in 
this docs og is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limi- 
tation, or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex or 
national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference 
limitation, or discrimination.” 
This newspaper will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwell- 
ings advertised in this newspa- 
per are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. Any home 
seeker who feels he or she has 
encountered discrimination 
should contact the HUD Fair 
Housing and Equal Opportunity 
Office, 10 Causeway St., Room 
308, Boston, MA 02222 

(617) 565-5304 


Kpartments) 


Rentals 
BACK BAY 


Prime Neighborhood taking 
applications for newly decorat- 
ed apartments. Inciudin 
Studios $795-$1,007 
1 BR $852-$1,135 
Loc. one and a half blocks from 
green and orange lines 
ALL UTILITIES INCLUDED 
Call 617-267-8433 


ALLSTON 3BR $1550 NO 
BROKER FEE Great apartment 
in a quiet building, all utilities in- 
cluded, spacious and modern 
steps to T lines and buses! 
Grand Central Apartments 
Open on Weekends 617-342- 
7118 

www.grandcentralapartments.com 








NO FEES!! FREE 
RENT JANUARY!! Two 2 bd 
apt in convenient loca. 1 apt 
has reno. Kit. Includes heat & 
hot water. Basement laund 
Good for roommates $1500- 
1550. Avail. NOW!! 


Brighton: Nice reno. 2 bd in 
quiet, prof a Includes heat 
and hot water. Laundry in bidg 
Pets O.K. $1050. Avail. NOW! 


Brighton: Cozy 1 bd in red 
brick bidg near hospital. In- 
cludes 1 pkg. Well equipped 
kitch opens to Ir/dr Skylites Pet 
friendly $975.00 Avail NOW! 


Brookline: Choice of 2/F & 3/F 
2+ bd in quiet street close to B 
& C lines. 1 tandem pkq per 
unit. Just painted & new floors 
nice eik, & w/d hook-up on 3/F. 
$1450-1500. Avail. NOW to 8- 
31-05. Might consider pets. 

Brookline Village: NO FEE!! 
Totally renovated, ALL NEW! 3 
bd in 3 fam hse. Large sep Ivng 
& dng rms, pantry, elk, & back- 
deck. W/D hook-up & storage in 


Allston: 


bsmt. Includes heat. Avail 
NOW to 8-31-05 
Newton Corner: Very large 3 


bd/2 baths top floor of Vict hse 
Modern eik w/skylites, updated 
baths, lot of closet space, h/w 
floors thru-out. Includes heat & 
hot water. Ao ee 3 cars pkg 
$2150. Avail. NOW!! 

Reading: Duplex 3 bd w/reno 
bath. Near center. Very sunny 
w/sep. lvng & dng rms. Pet 
friendly, 4 cars Kg near com- 
muter rail $1700 Avail NOW! 


Boston 374-5100 


617 277-5100 





Artist’s Loft 


Artist legal live-in loft 
space in S. Boston perfect for 


Great 


painter. Bath/kitchenette. 1100 
sq. ft./$1160 month 
b781-643-5703 











BOSTON REALTY WORKS, INC 


Back Bay- No fee- Absolutely 
stunning Victorian studio on 
Marlborough St. Granite kitch- 
en, tile bath, very high ceiling, 
an alcove, hardwood floors & a 
fireplace. Must see $1395 
Back Bay- No Fee- Near Pru- 
dential ewly renovated bow 
front 1 BR w 9 windows! Hard- 
wood floors, big closets, eleva- 
tor, laundry & heat included 
$1275 

Fenway- No Fee- Terrific front 
facing studio. High ceilings, 
w floors, nice view, utilities 
included only $925 

West Fenway- No Fee- Huge 
sun filled 1 BR with study. 
Large eat-in kitchen, hardwood 
floors, tile bath, 5 closets, ele- 
vator & laundry. $1295 


Back Bay- No Fee- State of the 
art floor fhru 1 BR. With every- 
wll Leteagl “J fireplace, private 
deck, micro, A/C, exposed brick, 
cook's kitchen and designer tile 
bath. Gorgeous tree lined 
street, best area. Only $1695 
Back Bay- No fee- 2 BR 
Dream Home. River view, gran- 
ite cook's kitchen, 2 new marble 
full baths, Central A/C, closets 
jalore, new hardwood floors, 
luge windows, gorgeous roof 
deck elevator & laundry $2495 


The best service and selection 
in Boston! 100’s more avail- 
able- most no fee. Call today 
and we will find you a great 
new home! 


Boston Realty Works, Inc. 
252 Newbury St 
Boston MA 02116 


617-424-16000 


www.bosrealty.com 


BOSTON 
Emerson Place Apts 

Spacious 1 and 2 bdrs, heat 
hot water, gas cooking & A/C 
included. day concierge, river 
views available, state-of-the art 
laundry facility in each building 
24 hr onsite emergency main- 
tenance team, hardwood floors 
& renovated kitchens. Walkin: 
distance to MBTA. Cats wel- 
come. Enclosed parking avail- 
able Specials for immediate 
move-in! Call for appointment 
617-742-2925 


BOSTON 
LONGFELLOW PLACE APTS 
Oversized 1 & 2 BDRS, 24 hr 
concierge & onsite mainte- 
nance team, hardwood floors 
river & city views available, out- 
door balconies on all units, ren- 
ovated kitchens, laundry facilit 
minutes from the Fleet Genter 
MBTA. Cats welcome Garage 
or 


parking available. Specials 
immediate move-in! Call for ap- 
pointment. 617-742-2925 
CAMBRIDGE 
2br, Tufts Area $1100 
2br, Tufts Area $1250 
3br, Tufts Area $1500 
3br, Tufts Area $1600 
3-4br,All Util $2400 
4br, Tufts Area 2100 
4br, Tufts Area 2200 
5br, Tufts Area $2800 


(617) 623-6631 


The 
eS es Norton 
ERA Group 


REAL ESTATE 


CHARLESTOWN 


GIBSON 


Real Estate 
CHARLESTOWN 


Several 1 bedrooms near City 
Sq. Park offer a common laun- 
dry and an unbeatable ap- 
proach for the Boston commut- 
er. These include heat hot wa- 
ter and cooking gas. Available 
1/1/05, $1200 


1 bedroom home on a quiet 
side street offers a deck, hard- 
wood floors and is near the 
down town bus and a park 
Available now, $1200 


Studio apartment in owner oc- 
cupied building offers rent with 
heat, hot water and electricity 
included. Available now, $900 


2 bedroom in historic building 
near City Square Park offers 
economical living for two room- 
mates. This rent includes all util- 
ities. Available now, $2000.00 


View many more listings at 
GibsonRE.com 
Open 7 Days 
Gibson Charlestown 
Real Estate 
142 Main Street 
617-242-3073 
























Jamaica Plain 2BR $1200 NO 
BROKER FEE Fantastic apart- 
ment in a great location, ample 
on street parking available, 
near Orange line T station! 
Grand Central Apartments 
om on Weekends 617-342- 
www.grandcentralapartments.com 


LowellLofts.com 


978-458-0031 


MEDFORD-10 mins to Boston 
Large 2/3 BR, 5 rooms, Near 
Highway/MBTA, Brand new 
kitchen/appliances, tile bath, 
HWF throughout, tons of stor- 
age, laundry in basement 
$1100+utils. Avail. 12/1 

781-245-9596 / 617-306-3111 


Newburyport-Att: Drummer 
2BR lakefront hse w/practice 
rm, deck, dock, pines, grt for 
drummer. $850 781-230-3976. 


Northeastern 2BR $1250 NO 
BROKER FEE Large one bed- 
room split (two seis util- 
ities included, fully loaded kitch- 
en, parking available! Grand 
Central Apartments Open on 
Weekends 617-342-711 

www.grandcentralapartments.com 


PARKSIDE PLACE 


Magnificent Views 
a ae sunny, reno- 
vated 36R, 1.5 bath, walk-in 


closets, Avail now, 24 hour con- 
cierge, fitness center, toddler 
room & parking. Rent inc all 
utils, free high speed Internet & 
cable TV. $2450. NO FEE 


617-876-7979 


QUINCY Spacious 2BR 


near highway. Large mas- 

ter BR, lots of closet space, 

no pets $1050 and up 
617-640-3856 


REVERE 22h with newer 
kitchen & bath. W/D in base- 
ment, close to Blue Line 
$1150/mo. First and security 
781-581-6323. 


ROSLINDALE-Great Location 
3BR Apt, Hyde Park Ave. Sun- 
ry. Convenient to Bus and T, 

ipdated, anne, Great Value 
at $1,190. 617-763-5559 


SOMERVILLE-2 BR near Port- 
er & Davis Irg Ir, dr, w&d, no 
fee. $1600+utils 

Cail 617-771-5119 


SACS 
617-859-3300 


cl 








SOMERVILLE 
br, Stu inc ht&hw .$800 
1br, City Hall.. ‘ 925 
1br, Davis Sq inc all 1100 


1br,Winter Hill inc ht&hw..$1100 


2br, Winter Hill 1000 
2br, Davis Sq. i 1250 
3br,Davis Sq... ..$1400 
3br, Porter Sq as 1500 
4br, Davis Sq 1600 


4br. Porter Sq 2 full bath $2100 
5br, Porter Gi: full bath .$2300 


(617) 623-6631 


See Norton 
ERA Group 


REAL ESTATE 


SOMERVILLE 


Cambridge, Medford, 
Maiden, Chelsea, E. Boston 
We Pay you to rent thru us. 

Studio .... -$750 









1BD. $900 
2BD... $1100 
3BD.. $1300 


...51500 
ROSS R.E. 
617-666-8188 


SOMERVILLE 
2BR, Near Union sq. hrd fl w/ 
fireplace. W/D. $900 p/mth (1st/ 
las = Avail now. 

all 617-504-0811 


South Boston 1BR $1150 NO 
BROKER FEE Newly renovated 
one bedroom apartment in a 
gorgeous brownstone, located 
in a great neighborhood! Grand 
Central Aparfments Open on 
Weekends 617-342-711 

www.grandcentralapartments.com 


STRATTON WOODS 

SCARBORO- 1fir,2BR 
1BA,1 Car attached,WD, 
W,LR w/fpic,$1200 
/mo+utils.Call 415-3671 


TUFTS 2BR $1500 NO BRO- 
KER FEE Very spacious five 
room, two bedroom apartment, 
spelen cele street steps to 
ufts, Davis Sq and the T! 
Grand Central Apartments 
Sl on Weekends 617-342- 
www.grandcentralapartments.com 


Waltham 2BR $1100 NO BRO- 
KER FEE Two bedroom apart- 
ment in a quiet neighborhood, 
decorative fireplace, modern 
kitchen, roof_deck, laundry in 
bidg! Grand Central Apartments 
od on Weekends 617-342- 
www.grandcentralapartments.com 


West Roxbury 2BR $1200 NO 
BROKER FEE Spacious two 
bedroom apartment in two fam- 
ily house, very Spacious, great 
landlord, steps to the T! Grand 
Central Apartments a on 
Weekends 617-342-711 

www.grandcentralapartments.com 


Real Estate for 
Sale 





LowellLofts.com 


978-458-0031 


BACK BAY 


Prime Neighborhood 
Accepting Applications for: 


Studios - $795-S 1,007 
I BR- $852-S1,135 


Located one and a half blocks from 


green and orange lines. 


INCLUDES ALL UTILITIES! 
617-267-8433 


Federal 


Management 
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Phcenix & 
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ALLSTON-Fifth floor corner 
unit, HW floors, great =i views 
from private roof deck, 1BR with 
plenty of space. 350k. Jon Ma- 
son S&S RE 781-881-4022 


BACK BAY/BOSTON-This 
Unique property is fit for the 
music enthuseaust & contains a 
fully wired pro recording studio. 
$799k. Jon Mason S&S RE 
781-881-4022 


CAMBRIDGE 


UNIVERSITY, A. ee. 
ae 3 gs NGF single 


ie am rigge estoralia 
ix. bdrms, 4 ath: 9,079 
sq.ft amily rm. 2 


home _ office: sep. entf. Lovel' 
city garden S3'4M ‘ “ 


maa Harvard Sa single 
amb lestorations 2-sfor 
atrium. 2 fire ages DR, famil 
Court We i home Ditiee wise! 
ort ¥3.85M See 
AMBRIDGE, Ayon Hil 
if tn vai 8g wuepated, 388+ 
sql ara stice fine 
AMBRIDGE, © Fes, St Bat 
ave. s4tax bath-&kit ndem 
Fay shale tgs 
5, ine kit bdrm, priv. dec! 
399.9) 
Fig Mi er, Realtor 


2000 Presi A Realtors 
Lice injvers "Apazaiser 
UIE Bo 


Se ALL your choices now with 
a ifresse . color photos comps 
jome tours 


Or are 


many’ video 


www, cambridgecondos.com 
www. housesnéarharvard.com 





Barkan offers moderate to affordable living in the heart of 
the city, our full service on-site management staff will 
provide you with peace of mind to allow you to focus on 





CHARLESTOWN 


GIBSON 


Real Estate 
CHARLESTOWN 
3 BR's, 3.5 Baths, garage, a/c, 
oak floors, cathedral ceiling, 
granite & stainless kitchen. Pri- 
vate patio & more! $619K 
Mon. Ave Corner, Sunny 1 BR 
condo in gas lit area, wood 
floors, laundry in unit. $309K 
2 BR's, 2 Bath duplex with 
city views and a wonderful 
deck & garden $479,900 
3 BR, 2 Bath 1,700sf town- 
house with central ac, gas fire- 
place, garage, oak floors, ger 
ite kit. Open floor plan $565K 
View many more listings at 
GibsonRE.com 
en 7 Days 
Gibson Charlestown 
Real Estate 
142 Main Street 
617-242-3073 


Realty 


Guild 


Hull Spectacular Oceanfront 
1BR Condo w/lLg rms _ 1&1/2 
Baths, washer, dryer, LG deck 
overlooking Nantasket Beach 
$1250 plus utils, Call Rick 617- 
828-43) 


LowellLofts.co 


978-458-0031 





let 


: 


617.859.3300 today! 
www.thephoenix 


great places to live 


She's pretty, 
passionate, warm, 
blonde SWF, 36. 





And she’s 
waiting 
for you in... 





enjoying living steps away from Newbury Street. 


Discover the comfort and convenience 
of living in the center of it all... 


1]BARKAN 
617-424-6783 


70 BURBANK STREET BOSTON 


& 


[| 


SECCION 8 VOUCHERS ACCEPTED 














Winthrop by the Sea! 
Only minutes to Boston, Miles of 
sandy beaches & Spectacular 
Boston Skyline & ocean views! 
A display of quality Pride that 
will exceed your expecations! 
All new 3 or 4 br, 2.5 ba, 2,70¢ 
+ sq. ft. townhomes, gorgeous 
new wood craftsmanship, gran 
ite/stainless kithens, steps to 
t t e 
ocean! from $485,000.00 
Boston skyline views abound 
Enjoy oceanside living with your 
own private beach seaside 
deck, sprawling 4 br, 3 ba cape 
elegant fireplaced living room 
guest quarters, $624,900.00 
Exceptional 2 family 6/7 
tended living space, bot me 
ity, modern apartments modern 
quality oak floors, a step above 
#599 900.00 
Very painstaking, maintained 2 
family 6/6, beau iful common ar 
eas, shinny hardwood floors 
walls and Ceiling like new, ne 
er roof, large yard, $529,900.00 
Total — for this unique 4 


+ ex 















brm, 2 ba plus full, extended liv 
ing quarters for family & quest 
jorgeous new maple kitchen 
feads t feck wit beautift 
lace expandable 


y of parking 














Highland Real Estate 
617-846-8000 
www.highlandre.com 





Sublets/ 
Temporary 


SANDWICH 
HOUSE FOR RENT 


Beautiful, Well Kept 2 Bedroom 






Cape. Furnished 1.5 Batt 
Washer & Drier. Oil Heat. Hard 
wood Floors 2an View. Easy 









access to Rtes 3, 6 and 495. Off 


Street Parkir Weekly Trast 
Pickup. Available Now thru 
June. $1000 per month + Util 
NO PETS Reterences Re 


juired. Call 978-263-3231 


ono 


Asking $785,000 


deal 


Asking $349,900 






hy 


Real Estate /Roommates 











Vacation 
Property 


KILLINGTON Ski Club 
sick of crowded ski houses? 
Come join the tribe at the Kok 
opelli Inn. Seasonal shares. Pri 
vate rooms w/bath. Use of all 
amenities! 802-236-4409 





Home Buyer 
Services 


Become a Savvy 
Homebuyer 


Learn how at our free seminar 
Wednesday 1/26, 7-8:30pm at 
the Radisson Hotel Me 

morial Drive Cambridge 
Space limited For info 
www.channingrealestate m 
Or call: 617-796-2905 





CHANNING 
MEAL Fetate 


ROOMMATES 





Rooms Available 
BOSTON 





uded : 
*CHELSEA 
WATERFRONT* 
M to shre with M beautiful 3 fl 
ndo w/watertront view and 
bek yard. Private 


Room & Btr 
on sep floor, W&D in unit ae 


incl ht, ht wtr and able. near 
T Avail now 617-887-1521 


ROSLINDALE 
Skg 1 M/F to share apt. Lg furr 
BR. clean quiet N/S T 
to T. Avail 1/1/05 $130/wk 


everything. 61 32 


SOMERVILLE: 








3367 





Male Rmmates wnt. Clic t 
buses, no pets. $450+ ht & utils 
1 mth sec. 617- 4 





no calis after 10pm 





bedroom 
January 1 
onds of Sto Call 201-845 


| 
ALLSTON-F | 
for room in renovated apt All- | 





BRAINTREE 


Brighton 


ment with 


Pets ok, free laundry 


617-529-0760 or 
mikes @ccs.neu.edu 
Brighton Share Sé Large 
uyrmished bedroor e i 


four bedr 
ated in a quiet/resid 


Roommates Oper 
ends 617-342-7172 


apartment available 
Located within 


SAC 
7300 


r 
prof/grad wanted 


Victorian house near Hvd 

















) 


BELMONT 





3 
anyt ave 
ady to Share Ag art 
ouple over 40 $2: 
3 month. Sofa ir ing 
Closet, Everything 
luded. 61 34 


BRIGHTON 


Nice roorr 3BR apt 


+ utils. Near bus 










lines! Gre 








tra 


ht AL 


SPECIALIZING 
CHELSEA 


Totally renovated 5 


residential units plus 


, r | 43-47 Williams St. 
} 


in-law apt 


new rub- 


ber roof, window & 1 


heating & hot water 


tank system for all 


units, letters of lead 


paint compliances 


REVERE 


394 Mountain Ave. 
Great 3 bed single 


w/2 extra living 
suites! New gas 
system, new win- 
dows, nice yard 

lots of charm 


LYNN 


262 Western Ave. 
Large 3 family with 2 car 
garage and driveway 3 bed- 
room in each unit with nice 
hardwood floor lead paint let- 
ters of compliance 3 updated 
electrical systems 


Asking $449,000 


EAST BOSTON 
317 Saratoga St. 
Updated, 3 
family with nice yard, 4 


rooms, 2 bedrooms 


Asking $429,000 


EAST BOSTON 


Asking $950,000 
REVERE 


88-90-92 
Brooks St. 
Package deal, 7 
condominiums in 
excellent condition 
six 2 bedrooms 
and one 
1 bedroom 


7 Harrington Ave. 
Prestigious Point of 
Pines home wi private 
beach access. This 
home features a huge 
master bedroom and 
an au pair suite with 
private bath...All new 


Asking $599,000 windows. A must see! 


EAST BOSTON 


444 Sumner Street. 
Open House 
Sunday, October 31th 
1:00 - 2:30 p.m. 
Asking $590,000 


EAST BOSTON 
254 Marion Street. 
Centraly located detached 
three decker with back 
porches. Family occupied 
and easy to show 


Asking $459,000 


| 
lines. Minutes from Boston Col 
| 
| 
| 
| 


cumminib @ bc. edu yr 
857.498.2539 


M 48 sks prof M 25+ to shre 2 | 
BD apt | 








3 











BRIGHTON-$650 a month + DRACUT-Near UMASS Lowell , Nashua.  NH-Male/Female 

utilities. 3 bedroom apartment CAPE COD N Campus. Sincere Bi-Div-W wanted to share with Male BR SOMERVILLE 

on Commonwealth -Ave., seek Bourne; Guy 40+ wanted Male looking for honest & Bi or apartment, 1.5 baths, A/C. near | aM sk 1M/F rad/prot 

ing Ewe roommate Located on to oN ace saad date W _ k & curious straight male for room Rte.3. $475 per monthshalf | ary hare 5 BO: ie o oe 

the B line, easy walk to C and D gy! Par rou 500/mth mate. | own a 2 . h é | to share 3 BD: N/S. no pets 
Y ; Pall 508-563-5813 ms on fia utils. 603-490-9433 | | $5184: Lg Bdrn 


lege. Easy on street parking - room to rent c nsize " walk to Davis } 
| Washer/dryer” in. basement | Chelsea, Prattville | | T"very comfortable for. the NEED A | | b17-776-897 
, m Roommates are 22 old V ) share 1Br avail in 2 bi ‘eal : ; a) 
eon $550, 2 in Three-2 | nae ong EF ond 30. ay on public trans. free parking | ng Stl np Asking $65.00 ROOMMATE FAST?! 
of 3 bedrooms in the apartment | Cio aie araduate sociolod $500 incl. heat/hot water | per_month includes ail utility 617-859-9777 
are available. It is a spacious 3- | ae Wades on iy poeaeng 4 617-823-3701 | {reasonable usage) and clean www.roommateexpres: 
| student. Please contact Leigh a ing service to accomodate work SOMERVILLE 30+ house sk 


COOLIDGE CORNER/ 
BROOKLINE 
1 BD avail in a 3 BD apt 


BRIGHTON/ 
BROOKLINE 


m not fnshd) 
$600 incl util, ist & Lst dep 


near T 





































on st pkg or Available 12/1 half of the apt. to a female iH SOMERVILLE $400, 3 in Four 
Biz Sch. Free street pkg, lg iv- | rented pking lot. Modem big w/ | AYAKSDIG f | ‘here are’2 Bedrooms andi | Bedroom available in a three | SOMERVILLE d Looking for re 
room & kitchen, sun prch wen Y, Pore - net inte han Davis Square-2 rms in 3br | will be ailable January 1 pons t ~ a cing Bs ponsible roommates for Bed 
storage space, internet/cable | avail. ee D Fy le and ho apt.1 f sking n/s roommate. 3 | 9005. but ¢ move in Call 201 | and b ight, near Porter q | sere st 
ready, and fireplace. Close to | te at wall AS | biks from T.bik from bike path, | 845-7300 or www ‘ ment ve Red Line statio arand =| rooms iding utilitie Hea 
c Gim Cine or ics go to: http:// | have dog & t Sdon, | Central Roommates Open Pare ‘ 
Hvd Sq, Mass Pike, Storrow www.idmstudios.com a ; yy | Weekends 61 17. , m availa 
Hvd/Comm Ave's. Easy access | 617-739-6876 | Please call Marji 617-628-6263 " ; NB ny may Siicaeharasiue ’ é ’ 7 
via bus to Hvd/Central Squares, | Idmstudios @comcast.net DAVIS SQUARE HYDE PARK-GM for clean | www.gra 
green/red lines. $750 per - | quiet, respectful large vic | + BR sin lor . 
preervre . | BROOKLINE $700. 1 in Tr Vegetarianish house in need of | , t 3/4 : | QUINCY 1 BR avail in large lux 
month + utilities. No pets | Treat? diss’ nits sisiet | N/S, queer friendly, thrift store | orlan home Ae re | ury condo. Gay femz } 
617-499-4877 | ne e , oe an mn ne. ) su on j joing, laid back, exceptional trees, garden cat, nice mature M/F roommate. Close t 
a 005 Minas eF to | person to share space, and cul- | area. ample parking or T/shopping. All HWF., fireplace 
ALLSTON pr Le ‘eal vt mu ; a at | tivate laughter, and encourage train. $400+ full kitchen. $600/mo include Watertown 
RM in 3 person apt. Nr Move in on vanuary ti nat ls | creativity. 5 BR house w/ new 617-361-3919 | utils. 617-833-5731 | 3R in 4BR apt. Close t A 
bus line & green line. $500/m hb apa ¢ all 201-845 | HWF. freshly painted “walls | | BF ‘BR apt. Close ve 
+utils. Avi now! Nice quiet loc. | rN OF wow ma | large kitchen, 1 h, and lots { R. DR. 2 full baths. Off 
782-3476 BROOKLINE $600. N/A of space. Call 405-204-7081 HYDE PARK/READVILLE REVERE BEACH Female Street parking. Plenty 
| House-We are a living in a | 21-25ish. $400 incl hot wter & | Roommate needed to shre Lg 4 | seeks roommate t share ‘ ‘ 
large pleasant Victorian house | Wireless internet BD 2 bth hse. Quiet, near T & large two Bed witt age uted eu Geen 
| ‘ 1 kine $2 ‘ | - c A 7 
Almost Solo-Ashmont | on a quiet tree-lined street in DEDHAM - - F ef ‘sakes ern * * & | Lrg walk-in closet, off stree small cat. 617-393-1834 
e Ay Po pra a a It las Ve v. 52( 
Dor h-Seek quiet prof F. ph maid gtor ae ~ + agg A Male seeking M/F 25+ for 1 BD | : : parking. Minute walk 
share nlit spacious 2BR safe residential neighbo Call | 2 BD house. Parking. near JAMAICA PLAIN | Beach & Stores. $¢ 
wiptime F wid. nr T. garage 36 368 or visit | 128, close t ommuter rai | Sk 1 prof/grad m/f to shre town mmed , Watertown 
$ 4481 laundry in unit 00 in itil se. Walk to pond/T/Bus 39 44¢ tiful bed available 
BROOKLINE $800, 1 in Three- | 781-326-9404 | yard, no pets/smkg. quiet flo f r ; 
Room Available in 3 Bedroom. | DEDHAM ted sunny. $500 617-513-8649 
$1350, 2 in Three Apartment on St. Paul St :F wanted to share tert 
BACK oAy pe i a ‘3 : op RB kl neApartment on 2nd beautiful single far t se. Nr LOWELL REVERE BEACH ‘ 
t ‘ Rac f of Victorian House witt Rte 128. Avi nov nities Share house. 3 blocks beact 
apartment in Back : ho Bic se tom Ci | $550-$700. N/S. I r Nice area, Room in private and T. $450 incl ut rst & nt nmate 
jargartuan 18x13 ) Sake S ’ Call Howard 781-329-7997 Horr r responsiblh r at thnla va 784 _9RG : 
hadrom. and bath. for 36 368 or i Howard 781-3 )-799 : P sislet aireot ast. Male wtd tale 
huge modern lux Cal 4 uded REVERE-1M sks M 
367-7368 BROOKLINE-Cleveland Circle DORCHESTER-A 1 nny BR. 3rn 
area. large historic home. Maid lage. Female t m 4 foe af cee okeb 
vice. Sir gle, Gay, Physiciar room apt n Lynn/Swampscott Line a Se ¢ Watertown 
BACK BAY Gm Sking quiet | fror jia/Pakista ey tils. 61 Walk to train/beach towr 3 fam nse. Gay Fr 
n.emok M 4 imore ha r YErCise M . k W t wun +4 
; tet seen DORCHESTER- f bs. vd. decks. All $¢ 
it massage iscaping Roommat 58.9231 ROSINDALE 
ard and shoveling snow. Men treet prkg hd BR a 
M t noker MEDFORD A k 
Beaches/T/Boston honest & sth. dealin t 


Dorchester-34 


DORCHESTER 








DOWNTOWN $7 


ooking yr responsible 


CAMBRIDGE/ Please no party animals apply 


split-level duplex with prive 





WATERTOWN: and bath Kit 
kg 1 roommate for Spa sha J aund b Ca 





wiy renov 3BR hse 
Att 
| table 


PERLERA 


one ae 


IN SALES A 
EAST BOSTON 


16 Leverett Ave 
Unit 11A,16. 
Nice 2 bedroom 
unit, great loca- 
tion. Parquet 
floors, working 
fireplace, C/A, 1 
1/2 baths, 1 deed- 
ed pkg space 
enclosed deck 


Asking $239,000 


144 Brooks Street. 
Rare find! Very large 
single family.With hard- 
wood floors, family 
library and lovely 
rooms. Large farmers 
porch overlooking a 
beautiful private yard 


EAST BOSTON 


81 Lexington Street. 
Detached 3 family with an extra 
1,800 Sq. Ft. lot on land currently 
use as parking , duplex owner's 
unit with 2 bedrms, living, dinning 
rm, separated utilities, gas heat 
syst, motivated seller bring offers 


Asking $515,000 
EAST BOSTON 


16 Frankfort St. 

3 Condominiums. 
Totally renovated, 1,166 Sq. ft, 3 
bdrms, 1 bathrm, W/D, storage 
Central heat & A/C by 

floors through out, granite counter 
tops, stainless steel appliances 
tile and marble bath 


Asking $324,000 Each 


hdwd 








Lg, sunny.clean & furnishd apt 
( Close to 


ask for Laura 617-504-1062 








DORCHESTER S¢ Sine ange A lle all I ges a 
wo-Gr t home ir 4 great itils rr w/acces + wt 
neighbe . KING r af use parking, st rage & laur 
ypenminded or nded Irv. 781-820-5806 pact LR etadiag th ahd 4 : 
roomate t sh we ‘ si P . -selee tat 
Musically inclined MEDFORD-Nr Tufts-1 LF Sk "pack, §435+u 
LE dor sunny: large clean apt | Derek at 617-905-1 Rooms Wanted 











Dracut with fully furnished bed- t 



















































| 
bed condo in | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


schedules. Note-this is not a 


| 
| PEABODY-2 F to share a large prof M for 3br/2bth apt Ig kitch 

personal ad, this is a place for | house, yard, parking, close to | . . 

you to live. Ask for Denis cell | 498 W/D pool. completely re | en deck Indry d/w on st parking 
| . 


978-902-1140 $550+util 617 438 


$800 
0816 


modeled 


large room 
| utils included 


978-977 





FENWAY-KENMORE 
in Two-!m looking to rent out my | 


$900, 1 
Porter Sq Share $600 One 


























SOMERVILLE 


SOMERVILLE 


_ MEDFORD 





A HUGE 
VICTORIAN 





Dorchester 












$600+util 617-436-1069 























142 Meridian Street 
East Boston, MA 
Tel: 617-778-7822 
Fax: 617-778-7824 
www.Perlera.com 


ND RENTALS. 
WINTHROP 


24-25 Winthrop 
re . ‘ 5 0US naterf ) 

Shore Dr.Unit 1 wei os eae ani ag 
Sweeping ocean 
views, trex deck 

in front, hard- 

wood floors 

priced to sell 












REVERE 


35 Winthrop Pkwy 





park- 











Asking $239,000 
EAST BOSTON 


19 White Street. 
Brick town house style, 3 family 
wrth lare<?yard, some newer win- 
Aaa\\s\pdated electrical, gas on 
\\hiaSneating syst for all units, cur- 
rently vacant, motivated seller, all 
reasonable offer will be consider 


Asking $399,000 
EAST BOSTON 


28 Decatur St. 

Well maintained 3 family w/ in- 
law apartment in convenient 
location. Lots of updates - 5 

year old rubber roof, new win- 

dows and vinyl siding 


Asking $525,000 
EAST BOSTON 


218 East Eagle Street. 
family, w/extra living suite 
on dis\oric Eagle Hill. 2nd : 
\\-RiSrd Fl. have 4 beds with 2 residential units and 

apiece, 2nd has nice f= | 1 commercial space 
ceramic tile throughout with § 1 rently conditional zc 
w/d hookups : : ‘ 5 pai 


Asking $539,000 B Asking $595,000 





EAST BOSTON 


61 Cottage Street. 
Desirable Jefferies Point area 
Deleaded two family. Steps to 
Piers Park, Brophy Park, New 

Greenway, Shopping and 
transportation. A great view 
from your possible roof deck 


Asking $374,900 
EAST BOSTON 


414 Meridian Street. 
Remarkable historic 4 fam. vic- 
ter~i\ \Yardwood floors.Marble 

\\\@antles. Dec. moldings,grand 
staircase.Watervies from a pos 
sible roofdeck.Possible build- 


able lot included 


Asking $639,000 
FEAST BOSTON 


326 Sumner St. 


Brick mixed-use property 































Apartment 1-2-3 Bedroom, Apartments Available - No fee to tenants. 
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Mind, Body & Spirit 








Certified 


Massage Therapy 


**AWESOME MASSAGE** 
NORTH OF BOSTON 
Total body massage for 


men. Rob 978-352-6890 


**NIRVANA** 


euphoric 
the 


Experience a 
massage tailored to 
unique stresses of the cor 
porate and college gentle 
man. Indulge in lustrious 
rapture at the hands of a 
man for a man. Attention 
students: Let me lighten 
your load with 30% regular 
rates for a limited time 

Call for appt 

781-640-2098 in calls only 


*TOTAL MAN* 


Combining Swedish, hot stone 
hands by male, Sports and 
Tantric sessions. Central loca 
tion, parking & T. Clean & dis- 
creet. Free driving service 
AM discounts. 
617-822-2944 


*Moondance 
* 
Massage 
We have therapists available 
Open 7 days/evenings! Con- 


veniently located off Rt. 195, on 
Rt. 6. Walk-ins are always wel 


come. We also offer Hot Stone 
Massage. This is a private and 
relaxing setting. Come and visit 
us on your way to the casinos 
Nww.moondancemassage.com 


r Call us at 


508-336-1313. 


$$55 Hr. $$75 1 1/2 hr. 
FRIENDLY CERTIFIED 
MASSAGE nr Beacon St 
1-866-BackRub 
BostonMassage.com. David 
Brandon. IN/OUT 


A PLUS 
MASSAGE 


Senior discount available 
In & Out. Call for appt. after 
9 am, Eddie at 


781- 367-4610. 


A REAL MASSAGE 


TIRED of spending your money 
on a lousy massage and 
stress” release? Get a real 

massage by a professional 
male therapist 
Clean and 
617.825.5834 


AVATAR MASSAGE 


9:00am-9:00pm M-Sat 
Credit Cards Accepted 
Metro Boston 


81-395-1758 


safe setting 


BODYWORK FOR MEN 
Skilled male therapist. Nortt 
Logan. Day/Eve appointments 
justin 781-789-4449 


CANDLE LIGHT MASSAGE 
Stress reduc 






Jom to 9pm Mon-Sat 12-6 Sun 
Credit Cards Accepted «Shower » Steam 
Metro Boston 
781-395-1758 


HOME DETOXIFICATION 
UNIQUE HOME 
DETOX 


For drug and alcohol 
addiction. Private and 
confidential. Physician 

directed. Covered by 

all insurance plans. 
1-800-770-1904 


(24 hours) 






























CANDLELIGHT 
THERAPY 


Close your eyes and get 
tantalized by our very 
unique and sensual touch 
By apt. only. HIRING 
617.783.1993 





CHINESE BODY 
MASSAGE 


Specializing in relief from Pain 
Stress, Tention & Insomnia 
508-651-9111 
SEE OUR DISPLAY! 


Deep, Nurturing 
Massage. 


Licensed/Certified. Mon-Sat 
Call 617-731-4336 


EDEN 
Experience total mind and 
body relaxation. Let us take 
you away from the discom- 
fort into a comfortable state 
of pure bliss. By appts. only 
617-939-6346. Hiring. 


ESALEN 
MASSAGE & 
HOT TUB 


WHOLISTIC BODYWORK 
Nurturing Caring Gentle 
PRIVATE WOODED 
SETTING 
Certified and Licensed 


1-978-266-2727 


www.massagehottub.com 





ESCAPE 
Enjoy a wonderful massage by 
a female therapist that will 
leave 
you completely relaxed in a 
stress free comfortable setting 
Take an hour vacation from 








yp paradise 
617-304-9354 


Hiring 


FOR MEN 
Men To Men 
Massage 


Experience a pleasurable full 
body relaxing massage. You 
will feel rejuvenated! 
617-921-4145 


FOR MEN 


Worcester area.Bodyworks 
massage to relieve stress from 
work, marriage or life. In/Out 
Call Anthony 508-344-0087 


FULL BODY MASSAGE 
STIMULATING 


FULL BODY MASSAGE 
in-Out calis by mature male 
Call Michael @ 781-938-1196 


FULL BODY 
MASSAGE 


by licensed massueses in Ded- 

ham area. Specializing in 

2dish, Therapeutic, muscu- 

a erapy. Tanning available 

Also hiring licensed masseuses 
781-46 1-826€ 





HAWAIIAN 
MASSAGE 


Experience the soothing 
blissful rhythms and 
jraceful flow of Hawaiian 
LetG 
Loving 


ax & 


y 
e Heart | 


By Appt. 9am-9pm Lisa 


617-547-6191 


HEAVENLY 
MASSAGE 


Sensual full body massage that 
will take r mind body and 
: xt level. Once 
you've taken the journey with 
us, you will return for many 
more adventures 
617-803-4283 





soul to 








17.983.0011 
LICENSED 
GE THERAPIST 





TRUTTETILETITTT TTT 
ICE SKATING CLASSES at 14 RINKS 


CHILDREN (41/, up) & ADULTS 


BAY STATE 
SKATING SCHOOL 


www. baystateskatingschool.org 
@#ee02e0206000000800000000080 980 







LEAVE YOUR STRESS 
BEHIND 

Rebalance and restore your | 
well-being and harmony. Pro 
foundly relaxing healing touch 
and hands-on bodywork. Call 
for appointment 978-369-8978 
(Acton) 


Male Massage Therapist: 
specializing in massaging the 
male body. Releasing relaxa- 
tion, new injury or chronic pain 
No outcalis but great studio in 


Quincy 
617-471-5900 


MASSAGE FOR 
MEN AND WOMEN 


Variety of massages. By appt 
no outcalls 
Malden 617-816-3981 


kkkkx 


Massage Therapist 
Proficient, Deep Tissue, Swed- 
ish. 7 days a week. MA/NH bor- 
der. Call David 978-457-5359 


kkk Kkk 


MASSAGE 
THERAPY 


Get a good relaxing massage in 
a private, comfortable setting by 
a skilled male therapist 

Call 617-331-2599 


NH SEACOAST MAN 

37 yr old, gives theraputic mas- 
sage to discerning gentleman 
10 yr school experience 
Serving NH, MA border. 

in/out. Allan 978-319-0650 


North Shore Swedish/ Deep 
Tissue/Esalen Full Body 
Massage. 

Studio or outcall by male thera- 

pist. Call Carl for appt @ 
781-956-3322. Visit us at | 
arelaxationresponse.com 


OUT OF THE BLUE 
Stressed out? Feeling | 
down? A massage will | 


chase away the biues. Our 


therapist will rejuvenate 
your mind & body. AC & 
showers avi. Call 
617-731-2993 





PAR EXCELLENCE! 
Solid, Thorough W/Heart 
Relax & Let Go 
An Esalen Massage 


617-236-7009 


SENSUAL 
TOUCH 


1 hour full body various 
sensual massages avail- 
able. Incall location on 
North Shore 

Mon-Sat. 9am-6pm ask for 
Lisa 781-632-5245 





SOUTH SHORE 
Chinese 
Acupressure 
Massage Therapy 


Friendly staff & great rates! 
For Appt call Shirely 

781-331-3353 

150 Washington Street 

Weymouth 





TOTALBODY | 
MASSAGE | 


by Latino male therapist with 
great body & hands. Release | 
your daily stress from home & 
work in a relaxing & private 
atmosphere. COLLEGE 
DISCOUNTS. St8/bi-curious | 
se habla espanol 
617-240-0095 


Traditional Thai 


Massage 

Back from Vacation by Thai 
Massage Therapist of 20yrs 
exp.-reduce muscular strain 
stiffness, stimulation of circula- 
tion and metabolism facilitates 
healing. $35/hr. Call ORN 857- 
204-5377 or, 617-372-3154 











Cambridge e 
Clev. Cir/Brookline @ 
Hyde Park/Dedham 
Lynn 
Medford & 
Neponset/Dorchester 
Newton/Brighton ® 
Quincy ra 
Somerville 
South Boston e 
Waltham 8 
» 
@ 


West Roxbury 
Weymouth 


TRADITIONAL 
MASSAGE 


Increase your body's 
circulation. Similar in benefits to 
accupuncture but no needles 


258 Elm Street in Davis 
Square, Somerville 
10 AM - 10 PM 7 days a week 
Appt only 617-625-3366 


1245 Hancock St, rear side, 
Quincy Ctr.T Station 
617-689-0060 
10AM- 10 PM 7 days a week 


EST TO 
Counseling 


Affordable 
Psychotherapy and 
Career Counseling 


for young adults. Life. Love 
Dating. Career. Self Esteem 
and more. Over 20 years ex- 
perience. Individual, group and 
couples counseling 
Interview us at no charge 
617-868-7775 
Cari Schneider & 
Marcia Weiss 





Philosophical 


Counseling 
Dr. Uri Henig, 413-253-4447 
www. PhilosophyDialogue.net 
free initial consultation 


Fae 
Addiction/ 
Recovery 





HOME DETOXIFICATION 
UNIQUE HOME 
DETOX 


For drugs and alcohol ad- 
diction. Private and confi- 
dential 


Physician directed 
Covered by all insurance 
plans 

1-800-770-1904 (24 hours) 





Sustenance 
Nourishing Body, Mind and 
Soul. A spiritual solution to 
food compulsion & weight 
control. Michael J. Mark- 
Wellness Coach. Phone 
sessions available. For 

re information go to 
ww.mysustenance.com 





Miscellaneous 


MASSAGE 
THERAPIST 
SEEKING 
EMPLOYMENT 


Well Trained Massage therapist 
seeks full-time position within a 
day spa or hollistic practice en- 
Many modalities of- 
fered. For more information call 
603-231-2140 





vironment 


Men's hair replacement come 
meet “The Hair Technician” 
Men's Haircuts only 8.95 De- 
signs By Dave 617-776-0940 


CLASSIFIEDS 
617-859-3300 
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Activism 


SAVE OUR 
FORESTS!!! 


$300-$500/week 
Environmental Action PAC is 
fighting a Bush proposal to 
open more national forests to 
logging & mining. FT/PT career 
opportunities 
Call Tom at 617-338-7882 


Bar/Club/ 
Restaurant 


FEMALE DANCERS 
EARN UP TO $800+/wk. Must 
be 18+. Flex hrs/No exp nec 
call Alex 


617-427-6514 


WAITSTAFF 


Indigo Restaurant. Metrowest 
Lunch/Dinner shifts. Fine dining 
exp. pref. Will train right person 
Call 781-453-0002 or fax 781- 








453-8877 


Opportunity 


AN INCREDIBLE | 
OPPORTUNITY 


Learn to earn 100k+ a year | 
working from home part time 
not MLM. Free info 

1- 800-924-0678 


Business Opportunity 

Proven money making system 
6 Figure potential from home 
Not MLM. 800-345-9688 X4138 


MAKE THOUSANDS 


My Part-time Home Business 
Rakes-in Thousands of Dollars 
Every Month! You Can Do It 
Too! Ill Show You How! 
Yes...now you, too, can make 
1000's of Dollars Monthly or 
even weekly, working from 
home with “Ready-To Go Pub- 
lishing Business-in-A-Box.” Just 
$129 Don't Send Money. FREE 
Detailed Information Mail This 
Ad To 

R. Houghtelling 

PO Box 3131 

Elmira, New York 14905 


Own a Computer? 


Put It To work! 
Up to $1500-$7500 PT/FT. 
- * 0-1 - 8.9.8.2 
www.RackUpCash.com 


Career Services 


Entry-level positions, 18+, no 
experience necessary, 2 weeks 
paid training, transportation 
lodging provided. $500 signing 
bonus to start. TOLL FREE 1- 
377-646-5050. (AAN CAN) 


General 


COOL TRAVEL JOB. Entry 
level positions, 18+, no experi- 
ence necessary, 2 weeks paid 
training, transportation, lodging 
provided. $500 signing bonus 
to start. TOLL FREE 1-877- 
646-5050. (AAN CAN) 





Great Company Silja 


LIVING 


ASSISTANCE 
UNIQUE OPP ! 
Energetic Student/Anyone, No 
exp. necessary! Great Pay! To 
assist disabled woman call 
617-731-6228. 


WORK FROM HOME 

PAID IN ADVANCE $1000+WK 
stuffing envelopes from home 
Earn $4/envip. Guaranteed! 
100% legit 
www.envelopesfromhome.com 


Medical research 


Research Study 
Genital Herpes 


Do you have itching, tin- 
gling or burning sensations, 
blisters or raised bumps in 
genital area that irritate, itch 
or cause pain? Do you 


sometimes have pain when 
urinating? You have been 
diagnosed with Genital 
Herpes in the last 6 
months. Taunton Walk In 
Health Clinic. Close to bus 
line. 508-822-2311 





Struggling with 
your weight? 
Research study of health prob- 
lems related to weight using 

FDA approved medicine 

3 visits/1 month @ Joslin Dia 
betes Center Dr. Amy Fleisch- 
man 617 355-3634 





amy.fleischman @ joslin.harvard.edu 


Modeling 


Photography School seeks sub- 
jects to be photo’d by graduat 
ing portrait students in ex- 
change for free 8X10 photos 
Call Jessica at 508-615-6142 or 
come to model call 1/8/05 11-3 
at NESOP. No exp. req'd 


617-859-3300 








real jobs for real people 


ROR SES 
Professional 


Licensed Real 
Estate Agents 


Wakefield area. Looking for 
3 highly motivated agents 
experienced or new, to 
work in our friendly office 
Will train. For confidential 
interview, call 
Liz Robbins M-F 1-5:00 
781-245-3001x205 

Prudential Select Realty 








call 617.859.3300 toda 
www.thephoenix.cor 





Teaching/ 
Education _ 


MENTAL HEALTH 
ASSISTANT 
$11.30-14.00/hour 
$1,000 1st wk signing bonus 
No Experience Necessary 
Special ed. school based in 
Canton. FT/PT & relief 
Excellent medical/dental 
benefits. Advancement 
opportunities, pd. training 
MBTA transportation, varied 
schedule, meaningful work 
Happy environment 
Phone 781-830-7801 
email p.malone @ judgerc.org 
fax 781-828-7547 

www.judgerc.org EOE/AA 


RADIO NET VW/OR 


FNX ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES 
(BOSTON, PORTSMOUTH, & MANCHESTER AREAS) 


Do you love FNX? We are looking for seasoned sales professionals who are enthu- 
siastic about the FNX radio network. If you think you have the right stuff, let us 
know! Requires 1 year of outside sales experience, media sales a plus. Ability to 


generate new business a must. 


Job code: FX-AE-PX 


Email your resume with Job Code in the subject ine to JOBS @FYXRA- 
M0.COM. More information at www.thephoenix.com. 


veo 


Take your career personally 
Great Job Opportunities! 





ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE - WEB AFFILIATE SALES 


Build relationships with popular online sites to join our 
txt2firt.com network. Requires 1+ years sales experience in 
online space and strong selling skills. Need to be high volume 
cold caller and networker. Job Code: P2P-AEW-PX 


The People2People Group is the largest provider of voice and online personals services to media 
companies in the US and abroad. We are a division of The Phoenix Media/Communications Group 
and are based in the company offices near Fenway Park in Boston. 


Email resume with the Job Code in the Subject Line to: jobs@PHX.com 


WOULD YOU LIKE 
A CAREER IN MEDIA? 


Join The Phoenix Media Family 


EDITORIAL 
NEWS EDITOR 


e0€ 





We are seeking a News Editor with strong writing, editing, and story development skills. Must be 
media savvy, graphically inclined, and willing & able to play an on-line as well as in-paper role 
Should be culturally attuned to the pop, mainstream, and underground. 3 to 5 years editorial expe- 
rience preferred. Send hard copy resume and clips to PMCG HR, 126 Brookline Ave., Boston MA 


02215 Job Code: BP-NED-PX 


SALES 
RETAIL SALES MANAGER 


Lead team of 6-8 sales reps in selling advertising for The Boston Phoenix. Requires 5+ years 
sales/sales management experience. Job Code: BP-RSM-PX 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES -- BOSTON PHOENIX 
Outside sales of advertising within an assigned Boston territory. Requires 1+ years outside sales 


experience. Job Code: BP-AE-PX 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES -- STUFF@NIGHT MAGAZINE 
Sell advertising in entertainment and fashion/beauty categories. Requires 1+ year successful out- 


side sales experience. 
Job Code: SN-AE-PX 


INSIDE SALES (ENTRY LEVEL) —- BOSTON PHOENIX 
Advertising sales over the phone, both inbound and outbound. No sales experience required, 
though fundraising/telemarketing experience helpful. Job Code: BP-IS-PX 


TECHNOLOGY 
DESKTOP SUPPORT TECHNICIAN 


Provide phone and desktop support to our various companies. 300+ users in Windows 2000/XP environment with 
some Macs thrown in. Requires 3+ years support experience. Requires some day travel to remote sites. 


Job Code: BP-DS-PX 


Email your resume with Joh Code in the subject line to JOBS@PHX.COM. 
More information at wwvi.thephoenix.com. 














Automotive 


1996 Subaru Outback LTD 
heated seats 





leather factory 
tinted glass, one owner, $4,000 
Call Tim, 978-590-6112 (days) 


978-369-1691 (evenings) 


Autos-Domestic 


1993 Crown Victoria Police 
Package, 85k miles, 4.6 liter v- 
8, all power, just passed in- 
spection, great car! $2800. 774 
930-2722 


1993 Ford Taurus, has four 
new tires, runs great, body is in 
great condition, $900 for safe 
reliable transportation. Call Tim 
at 978-590-6112 


1996 Oldsmobile Cutlass SL 
V6, Power windows and locks 
runs beautifully, Looks great 
(white), brand new tires 
$1,600. Call Tim 978-590-6112 


1997 Ford Taurus SHO, 80k 
miles, every option including 
sound system and chrome rims, 
good condition, $5700 
781-389-9204 


1998 Chevy Silverado, Great 
condition! Taken very well care 
of. Loaded! Trailer hook up 
toolboxes etc. 14k/bo. Steven or 
Erika 978-362-3335 





1996 Volkswagen Jetta-red 

mint conditon, highway driven 

88K mi manual $4,300 BO 
919-673-8708 Jen 


1999 Nissan Maxima 99 GLE 
86k miles, black leather, Bose 
stereo, lock 
excellent condi 


sunroof, remote 
opener, alarm 


tion, $9,300. 857-204-4592 


2000 Honda Civic EX, black 
50k miles, charcoal grey inte 
rior, all power, moon roof, key 
less entry, a/c, anti-theft system 
$9,000. 781-395-0139 or 
781-710-9172, Sarah 


1998 Mercury Villager LS, 71K 
miles, light blue exterior, gray 
interior with captain seats, tint 
ed glass, roof rack, $7200/BO. 
617-353-9044 or 781-784-8050 


2000 Range Rover, 79k miles 
4.6 HSE 
condition, must 
617-953-7722 


maroon/tan, excellent 


sell, $21,900 


1999 Mercury Cougar, dark 41 Hyundai Accent. 47.400 
green, sport edition, V-6 24 200 = 
Valve Engine, includes free miles, factory warranty, dual 


$100 detailing job! $6500 
617-388-4167 


Autos-import 


1971 Datsun-240Z-Manual 
transmition, Mechani refer 
ence avail, older restoration, al 
ways garaged, very good con | 
dition. $5500 207-929-4498 781-< 


side air bag, manual transmis 
sion, $4,300. Contact Dave at 
daveyoung222 @ yahoo.com 


91 volvo wagon 740 auto sun 





roof a/c power windows runs 


great 1 owner, service records 
no rust, leather $1900 
5-1413 


1988 lamborghini countach | 
replica , red exterior, 17k miles, | 
6 cylinder, 5 speed, a/c, remote 
door openers, $20,000 
617-312-9234 


1995 BMW 740il, 138k miles 
transferable warranty repair 
valid until 11/05, AM/FM 6 disk 


MINI COOPER S 03’ 

my new convertible is in’ 
Really red (top to bottom) 
loaded, Bora exhaust,premium 
package,fogs,1 lady owner 
superb cond.$22,950.207- 








CD changer, Rear and side nage 
electric shade. 508-631-0555 167-7077 
Marty 





Boston Phoenix Guaranteed Classified 


WE’LL RUN YOUR AUTO AD UNTIL IT SELLS - 
GUARANTEED 



















You get a 5 line auto for sale ad for $55. (extra lines are $5 each) It runs for five 
weeks. If you still don’t sell it by the end of the 5 weeks, call us back before the 
ad expires and we’ll renew it for FREE*. And, we’ll keep doing that until your 
car sells.. Plus, your ad goes up on our web site within hours of receiving your 

order so you can start taking calls immediately! 












WRITE UP YOUR AUTO AD in the text block below. Allow | letter or 
punctuation mark per box and | space between each word 






soLTTTTTTTTT TTT TTT TET Ioiines 
sosLT TTT TTTTTTTTTTT TTT T 7 tines 
soLT TT TTT TTT TTT TTT TTT T Isiines 


CJ Check here if you would like us to put a border around your ad. 








Borders make your ad stand out and increase response. There is a | time charge 


of $12 for a border. 










CALL us at 617-859-3300 Monday 
card ready. 






Friday 9am to 6pm. Have your credit 





FAX this form to: 617-536-1463 







MAIL this form with check or money order made payable to The Boston 
Phoenix — or include credit card information. Mail to The Boston Phoenix, 
Guaranteed Roommates, 126 Brookline Ave, Boston, MA 02215 













EMAIL: Go to BostonPhoenix.com. Click on classifieds then click on the 
Guaranteed Auto tile and follow the instructions. 







Enclosed is my check or money order for: 






I prefer to pay by credit card: 






Card #: 







NAME: 








ADDRESS: 






CITY: 






DAYTIME PHONE: 






EMAIL ADDRESS: 


The Deadline is Tuesday at noon for the upcoming issue 
Phoenix THE a 


ad expiration date will be cae SERRA ES to a $55 char 















Renewals after the 














Music, Showbiz & Arts 





Acting Classes 


Open House 
Saturday, January 22nd 
1-3pm and Wednesday, 

January 26th 6-8pm 


THE NEW ACTORS 
WORKSHOP 


Since 1956 Boston’s oldest 
and best professional acting 
school! 


*F/T day classes for adults 

*P/T beginning acting class 
*P/T classes in_ television 
commercials and film 

*Special teen classes self-im 
provement for non-actors 


All classes have showcase 


public performances in our | 


fully equipped theatre. 
Call for our free brochure! 


(617)423-7313 


327 Summer St., 
Studio 4, Boston 


Theatre and Classroom Rental 
Available 
www actorsworkshopboston.com 


EEL EI 
Acts for Hire 


Always Book a Wally’s Band 
We specialize in Jazz, Latin 
Jazz, Be Bop, Swing, Funk, 
Fusion and Blues. We can 

have 

a band at your party within 24- 

hours! Always reasonable 
prices! 
617-828-1754 





www.wallyscafe.com | 





ATTENTION 
ORIGINAL 
BANDS 


Submissions are being ac 
5th Annual 


cepted for the 
Biock Island Music Festival 
For complete details on the 


festival and submissions 
c h e c k 
www.blockislandmusic.com 





Do you look Italian? 
Dillstar Productions, the pro- 
ducers of Joey and Maria's 
Comedy Italian Wedding and 
six other shows, are casting for 
their 2005 season | 
M/F, 18-60, All Shapes And Siz- | 
es, No exp. necessary. Own 
transportation Req. Non-Union 
pay involved 


| 

Jan 12 & 13 
at 7:00PM 
Call for appt. 
1-800-944-5639 


RES RAEI 
Gigs 





!IBASS& DRUMS NEEDED! 
Orig band. Boston. Harm vox a 
+. Sngwritng a+, good ears a+ 
Infl: anything from Beatles & 
LZep to RadioHead, U2 even 
cntry 857-928-4547 or 
supercassis @ yahoo.com 


SSGRAVY TRAINSS 
Hot, musically literate, Gtr/Voc | 
49 sks ft wrkng show/road bnd 
w/o day jobs. | have solid musi- 
cianship, talent, stage presence 
& showmanship. Strong side- | 
man, co-front w/front ability. In 
flu 50s-00s. blu, clisscl, CR 
C&W, dsco, fnk, GB, HM, HR 
jzz, oldy, pop, R&B, rkbily, R&R 
soul, surf rk, tp 40 

Call Joe Mac 781-286-9574 


$$Working Band$$ 


seeks second female vox to 
sing lead, harmony is a must 
Front ability with great stage 
presence. Call 508-285-5467 
after 5pm or 

RjOldham @ Comcast.net 


A Jimi Hendrix 
Tribute Show 


Casting call for “Billy Cox 


Noel Redding bass player 
Must be able to get signa- 
ture Hendrix sound from 
both your gear and your 


playing. No drugs, No al- 
cohol policy. Schedule must 
allow for rehearsal and 
travel. Must be willing to do 
whatever it takes to play 
and look the part. Call 401- 
524-8652 for an audition 





ALL MUSICIANS NAT'L 
REFERRAL 
Where pro musicians and 
bands connect. Ask about 
our lifetime membership 
1-800-366-4447 





BAND FORMING! 


Guitar, Bass, and Vox 
wanted for heavy, melodic 
hypnotic, tribal hard rock/ 


metal band. Must be willing 


to practice 3 times a week 
Career musicians 

Chris 617-899-7638 email 
karmajunction @ yahoo.com 


Bass needed 


for original rock band. Have cd. 
gigs, rehearsal space. Check 
out www.redshiftrock.com for 
tunes. Must have gear/transp 
Serious musicians only 
857.225.2282 


BASS PLAYER Avail for work 
ing club/gb/wedding band. Top 
40, oldies classic rock, Alt 
Years of local club exp. Great 
ear, solid groove and backup 
vocals. Pro gear/transportation 
Reliable. David 617-332-0940 
dsottilaro@ mac.com 








BASS PLAYER WTD 


Guitar/vox/drums seeking 
players who share an equal ap 


preciation for Gram Parsons 
Iggy Pop, Lemonheads and 
Led Zepplin 

Call Jerry. 978-356-2790 

BASS WANTED 

Band forming bass needed 
Rockability, punk, rhythm and 


biues. pref in 20's. Jesse 
617-429-0752 


rocknsockndemon @ yahoo.com 


BASS WANTED: 


All orig heavy rock needs bass 
Sleaze Grinder calls us "Super 
Grunge”. Check out MP3's @ 
stonefacerock.com. Let's make 
a record and play some shows 
Jeff 617-943-5226 


BASS’ 
TOM MARTIN 
ELECTRIC BASS 


Freelance Electric Bass seeks 
management. 603-978-2178 
www.electricbass.net 


BASSIST WANTED 


for loud heavy ail orig power 
rock band. Seasoned pros only. 
no beginners. must have pro 
equip, technical skill and avail to 
tour and gig regularly 

infl: Zeplin, Sabbath, ACDC 
Rush. Kevin 978-744-8369 


BEATLES 


Serious musicians to form or 
join Beatles influence band, not 
a tribute. Lkg for bass, drums & 
lead guitar (Paul, George & 
Ringo). 617-593-9554 


COVER DRUMMER 


Seeking cover band rock or 
country in western band, or to 


form a band. If interested, call 
robert at anytime 781-322-3803 
Drummer 
Available 
Proficient and tasteful in rock 
funk. blues, and jazz. 8 yrs 


international travel experience 
Looking for working situation 
Pros only 617-308-9451 


DRUMMER NEEDED 


for gigging technical metal 
band. Fast double kick tech- 
nique, desire to play over odd 
time meters is a must 

www. infinityminusone.com 

Call Kurt @ 781-856-9238 
DRUMMER needs musicians 
Bass, Guitar, Trombone, Trum 


pet, Sax, Keys. TO WORK FOR 


60s, 70s, 80s band. Soloist, in 
strumentalist also needed 
South Shore area. Call ( 

508-588-0067 


Drummer Skng Work 
Top notch pro w/ lead & backup 
vocals. GB, classic rock prefer 
but open. Experienced, team 
player. 508-384-7084 


Drummer Wanted 
With some lead/backup vocal 
experience for working general 
business P/T band. Need to 
have exp. and desire to play 
various styles of music such as 
Classic Rock, Top 40, 80's 
Funk, and Blues to name a few 
Need to be committed to re 
hearsals once a wk in Norton 
MA and have a team player 
mentality. We want someone 
who can add to our fun atmos- 
phere and who truly loves to 
play out. We are a cover band 
that tries to play a little of every- 
thing. Classic Rock to Modern 
Pop or anything good that 
keeps them dancing. If you sing 
too, be ready to sing backup vo. 
cals. Call Susan for audition at 
W#: 508-528-9933 


DRUMMER WANTED-for new 
pretentious rock'n'roll punk 
band. Dictators, Turbonegro 
Cheap Trick, Supersuckers 
Damned, Ramones, X, the 
Dickies, Backyard Babies, Rev. 
H. Heat, Meat Loaf. That's right 
Meat Loaf. Also looking for 2nd 
guitar, keyboards, maybe per 
cussion too. North Shore, Bos- 
ton. Call Bob 781-307-1342 or 
thegamp @ erols.com 


DRUMS, BASS & 
GUITARIST NEEDED 
ORIGINAL ROCK BAND 
Dynamic, melodic, complex 
Odd meter. Between 
Radiohead and Tool 

Listen at 
www.processionofsaints.com 
Evan 617-787-9504 


Established Hard Rock Band 
Sks lead M Vox (ability to sing 
not scream) and bassist. Infl 
Van Halen, Y&T, Kiss, etc 

We have Mgt, gigs and con- 
tacts. Call Dave 781-953-0549 


2ND 


Established band seeks bassist 
apc,mars volta,dredg,ours,tool 
muse,buckley,oceansize,stp re- 
cording LP @ our studio lot of 
gigs,contacts,material rehearse 
in Boston 3x/week call 617-290- 
8559, lv msg 


Ex Members from 
Closer Then Kin 


Looking for vocalist for our rock 
metal punk band. Must be will- 
ing to tour and record. Must 
have something good to say. 
No high-schoolers and no mid 
life crisis. Call 508-824-5107 
401-741-5156 


EXPERIENCED 
DRUMMER 


Available for Part-Time gigs. fill 
ins, studio. Original or cover 
Chris 508-878-4606 


F Singer/Actress Wanted 
with great improv, harmony, co- 
medic, vocal, & people skills; w. 
car Diverse, Rhythmic, Original 
kids / family Concerts am / aft 
weekeads 
DreamSongs @comcast.net 








F VOX WANTED 


Looking for female vocalist for 
live track act. Able to sing stan 
dards from the last 40 
years.Tunes of Whitney Hous 
ton, Celine Dion, Barbra Strein 
sand, Liza Minelli, etc 
Call Joey at 781-286-1347 
www.joeycanzano.com 


itt 
GET RESULTS! 


Make your ad stand out and 
increase response by including 
one of our eye catching icons in 
your line ad. Call For Details 


617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


GUITAR & 
DRUMMER WNTD 


Funk rock original band, Slap 
back. Gigs & CD. Needs crea- 
tive, commited, pros only 
781-871-8363 


HAVE GUITAR, 
WILL 
TRAVEL 


Guitarist w/vox seeking original 
pop/rock project in Boston. Infl 
incl Springsteen, U2, Dylan 
Call Andy @ 617-710-8578 


| have used and depended on 
the Boston Phoenix for my 
very livelihood. 


| have been very fortunate to 
perform with incredible and 
star studded acts 

Being a bass player, the need 
can be demanding and 
tedious 


The fun | enjoy is stepping 
up 

to the plate! 

So, thank you Boston 
Phoenix for without you and 
your notoriety | wouldn't be 
as well known 


-Kevin McElroy 
Instrumentalist 


29, sks working cover band in 
Boston area Rock/alt/pop 
Drums, gtr, keys. Pro gear, 1( 
yrs live, studio exp. Reliable 
professional 

Eric 508-981-4875 


ishmaelites??? 
The Ishmaelites were tri-racial 
nomads known for music & 
dance. Indiana broke them up 
in 1907. The real orphan Annie 
may've been one. Our Tues 
night salon seeks co-creators to 
develop new show 
lan 617-491-8971 


Jazz Drummer Available 
Experienced, pro drummer with 
great time, feel, dynamics and 
chops available to join or form a 
trio or quartet to play jazz. Email 
me at lirri@yahoo.com or call 
Jack 617-775-5184 


KEYS WANTED 


80's cover band (2 gtrs./bass. 
drums/singer + space in 
Somerville) seeks experienced 
keys. Cure, INXS, Big Country. 
Chops and working knowleage 
of vintage pads/effects/gear a 
must 

Call Jon @ 


Kid Keys Wtd 
keyboard player wanted 
children’s music project 
infl: wiggles, b.splits, etc. pref 
age 30 +. w/ recording expr 
email: jeepsie_2 @ yahoo.com 


-312-5638 


for 





: 


LEAD GUITARIST 
looking for serious musicians tc 
Startv/join original heavymetal 
band. 28 yrs old pro attitude & 
pro gear, creative & dedicated 
Infl: Kirk Hammett, Zakk Wylde 
Stevie Ray Vaughn. Rob 
(508) 982-2135 


METAL! 
Drummier looking to form 
Metal project infl. by 
Celtic Frost, Venom, Bathory 
Possessed, Sabbat,et: 
978-688-7996 (leave msg.) 
helibound @ mailsnare.com 


Piano Player/Singer 
Looking for Band 


Rockabilly, Blues, Western 
Swing, Boogie Woogie 
larrylee @ larryleelewis.com 
617-771-2668 


PIANO PLAYERS WANTED. 
Dualing Piano concept at new 
nightclub in Portland. Call Jim 
for details. 207 450 8391 


PLAYERS FOR NEW BAND 
Pro Guitar Bass & Drums gig 
ging w/ CD sks players. vox 
guitar, keys and/or muti-inst 
heavy rocking org & cvers 
infi:mtl, ska, funk, punk, regg 
www. wetworks nev/CK/ne 


617-686-3712. 


PRO BASS/VOX 
AVAILABLE 


Electric/upright 
Stage/studios exp 
contemp 


264+yr 
fluent in 
and standard 
styles double sax, will con 
sider serious pro offers 
only. Kevin 781-424-5018 
ktnorr@ hotmail.cor 
www.KevinT Norr 





PROFESSIONAL 
MUSICIANS 





work bands 

and x € r 

>) Pil A on 806 801-3814 
Rhythm/Lead 


Guitarist needed 


ited players 











ability a 
m y V 40. Ir 
tart-up stage Por Ss 
ck, Practice in Beverly Ok 
ing to gig times/ mon tt 
Mark 978-74 
Rock Band 
tring players signe major 
abel look for fiddle player 
soloist for US/Europear 
witt ss ty of full-time men 
bershir For a 1 
[ € 1 
a at 540-456-4924 


a Male Vox 


yesent dance . 


band seeks male lead vocalist 


srsatiie VOICE nstru 
ability a plus 
Randolph Matured exper 
enced pros only 
Call 781 


SOUND ENGINEER 
NEEDED 


Rock cover band needs 
w/pro attitude chops 
ability. Randy 978-95 
www.barrnoneband.com 


SOUTH SHORE 


Band forming Keybording & F 
Vox looking for bassist & drum 
mer. Call Seth at 508-631-1334 
or Melissa 508-944-3543 


w/strong ve 


ment Rehearse in 


161-5261 


players 


and vocal 
3816 































































| 
| 


| 
| 











TALENTED LEAD GUITARIST 
AVAILABLE 


nd ready to rock. Infl: older met 


al bluesy rock, no thrash. look 
ing to join/form orig/covers 
many song ideas. Call Larry 
508-872-0119 
THE ORDER OF 
THE ARTISTS 
New multi-media arts troupe 


now auditioning artists & musi 
ot all disciplines for regu 


reation of 


cians 

lar performances & 
new cultural forms 

www.ebroms.net 

2 aol.com 


39-5363 


wc55* 





Vocalist available 

studio work lead back 
ground and voiceover. Refer 
ences furnished upon request 
978-590-3664 


for 


Vocalist Avail 
with great range, Guitar, Har 
Songwriting skills look 
ing to join or form Original Rock 


monica 


or Blues band Demos at 
www.brettmusic.com 

email b_laidlaw@comcast.net 
VOCALIST WANTED 

M or F singer for blues-rock 
band. Playing an instrument is a 
plus but not req. Band of ma 
ture players doing tasteful 
covers and originals 

Dave: 508-395-5770 


VOICEOVER 
TALENT AVAIL 


mid teno 
t. ind 


A 


tud 





FEMALE WANTED-t 








nude for short sketches. Any 
) * acceptable regna 
MARAE 
Studio Space 
Share Art 


Studio Space 





et cetera 


GOT A BAND BUT 
Dace be gear 











nal website design & 
) engine marke i We 
work closely with you to max 
mize your visibility SO you can 
achieve the results that you are 
looking f 
Visit yur ebsite 


www.pixelgroove.com 





PIANO LESSONS 


Pop, rock, classical, jazz 
GS on * 6-6 1 
mathertrak @ yahoo.com 


VOCAL 
INSTRUCTION 
MARY HEALEY 
VOCAL LESSONS 
Pop/Rock technique 
Call 617-964-0804 
Beginners welcome 





Your sax 
player blows. 


Prceni 


617-859-3300 | 
Find 2 band or find 2 bandmate. 





Looking for a fresh 
sound? 

MXout is your source. Orig- 
inal music for all types of 
media Films, commercials 
web music, radio Done 
quickly, done quality. 

781 526 3568 

www.MXout.com 
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SOUND MUSEUM 
REHEARSAL COMPLEX 
We beat any monthly 
weekly & hourly prices. Ask 
about our new PRO 
SOUNDSTAGE starting at 


$15 p/hr fully equipped 
Student Discounts 

Play where the Pros Play 
24hr access. Locations 


Allston, Boston, Brighton 
So. End. 617-423-4959 





"MUSIC COMPLEX 


_ Evereti-Rehearsal rms avi. 
_ $800-$800 mth. 617-217-1770 





TEED i a OMT 


2BR lakefront hse wipractice 
tm, deck, dock, tees, grt for 





Clean AC. Alar bus train nr JP 
128, Mature wi tels only $240/ 
mo, HYDE PARK. 

_ 617-361-0900 

























































You’re not 
the kind of 
person to 
stand around 
the water 
cooler telling 
everyone 
what an 
incredible 
weekend you 
had. 


















But you 
could be. 


ENTERTAINMENT 
AUTHORITY 





















Boston's Best Chat and Date- 
line. Women always call FREE 
men try us FREE 
2133. (617) 245-1005 


BEST CHATLINE! 
FREE for women! 
617-395-9000 
781-426-9000 
401-223-7070 
508-635-9595 
CALL NOW! 
18+. No liability. 





GET SEX TONIGHT! 
Instant live phone connections 
with Boston singles 24 hrs. a 
jay! Try us FREE! Enter 
code 2130. (617) 245-1005 
Other MA #'s 1-877-834-4044 


LAVALIFE 
Where singles click 
Call now to meet hundreds of 
local singles in Boston 
1st Time Buyer's Special 
Only $15 for 1 hour! 
Free to browse 


617-475-9000 
508-713-0000 


Enter code 114. Must be 18+ 


NIGHTLINE 


using code 





Social Life 
Version 2,0 












GBI7.2495.1000 


MOGRCCSTCR: 508.365.1000 


Men can call 1.900.329.8833 for only §1.°/ min! 


Nica 


Wanna’ Improve 


Your Text Life? 
On your cell phone text the word HOOKUP 
to 5FREE . Women hookup for free, 


Men use Mobile Hookup’s free trial!* 
“only standard operator rates apply 


THE ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
AUTHORITY 





Want to | 
goout 
tonight? | 


Check out our listings. 


Want to go 
out with 
someone 
tonight? | 


Check out our personals. | 


[personals 























free for women! 





enter code: 351 


QUEST PERSONALS” 


CALL - CLICK - CONNECT™ 
1-900-484-2525 50min $25/call 










me Oh A VAN bh 


AM DLE? 


Call NOW! 
617.475.9000 
ho} 0} = Bay ai Bc wae Te lele) 


enter code: 


170 


Or call toll-free at: 
1.877.LAVALIFE (528.2543) 


80 MIN FOR $20 FOR FIRST-TIME 
LAVALIFE USERS.* 


ALWAYS FREE' FOR WOMEN 
Click at a Flick 


lava 


Where 





sine 








i i 


jles click” 


www.lavalife.com/flick 
“Special promotion only through customer service. 18+. tCarrier charges may apply. 
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Bulletin Board 


BUY SELL 
TRADE 


SELL YOUR STUFF 
FREE ADS 


For Merchandise For Sale 
Get 4 Lines for 4 Weeks 
Completely Free. Call 
617-859-3300 for details 


Phoenix 


CLASSIFIEDS 








Computers/Tech 
Stuff 


USED LAPTOPS 

Gateway Laptops Pentium 4 
1.6GHz, 20GB, 256MB Ram 
14.1" Screen and more, Still 
under warranty from Gateway. 
Starts @ $875.00, Laptops Re 
pair available at reasonable 
price, Trade in or sell your 
working or broken laptop. 
Used Pili Desktop Computers 
Dell, HP, IBM, starts from 
$250.00 (617)847-1400_ or 
email us 

asystemslic@ yahoo.com 


SRE eR 
Furniture 


CASH for Quality. Goods, furni 
ture, electronics, bikes, etc 
also sell these cheap. Cheap 
Chic, 116 Harvard Avenue, All 
ston.617-783-1227 








WOODEN 
FURNITURE 


Natural Pine Furniture 
Solid wood construction for 
extra durability, Bookcases 


armoires, beds, dressers 
desks, cd/dvd racks. Free 
local delivery! 57 Mount Au 
burn St. Watertown. 617 
924-7412 www.evergreen 
furniture.com 


‘ameter: 
Appliances 


Carpenter Tools Milwaukee 
Circ. Saw with Blades, 5 hrs 
use-$75. Also 2 1/2' metal 
craftsman toolbox w/new adadt'l 
tools-$75. New 5.8mh cordless 
phone $125. Call 617-417- 
6111 Somerville. 








Call now for hot 
live chat with 
Boston singles! 


OPERATOR IT, 
General For Sale 


*Marliboro, Virginia 
Slim, Parliament*: 
$23.85. Cartons starting at 
$11.00. Call 1-877-532-1425 





3 Condom Vending Machines 
Good Condition. Vend for $1 
each. $35 per machine 


781-334-4916 


GIFTS for a POWER YOGA 
MAVEN: 
cafeshops.com/poweryogacntrl 
Great T's: Down Dog, Up Dog 
Dancer's pose, and Vinyasa 


| personals 


SERVICES 
OFFERED 


GET RESULTS! 
617-859-3300 


PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 








Academic 


| Want To Type Your 
Papers 


Reasonable rates. Prompt and 
concise. Call me 401-273-0300 
X222 or 401-559-7809 





Financial 


SSCASHSS$ Cash Now for 
Structured Settlements, Annu 
ities, and Insurance Payouts 
(800)794-7310. J.G Went- 
worth.... J.G. Wentworth Means 
Cash Now For Structured Set 
tlements. (AAN CAN) 





Legal Services 


Incorporate in Delaware 
Many tax advantages. Low 
Fees Save money, resideny not 
required. 302-651-9561 





COQ ALD XS 


et cetera 


2U DIRECT 
COURIER VAN 


Campus Pickup/Delivery 
Boston. Cape. Ri. NH. ME & 
Western Mass. 781-983-4495 


NEED A RIDE? 
www.cheaper-than-a-taxi.com 
Call (888) 705-0399 
Savings Code: 84801317 



















RRSRI BERIT TS 
Gay/Lesbian 


TESTING! TESTING! H-I-V! 
FOR MEN WHO HAVE SEX 
WITH MEN! 

Not sure of your status? Having 
unprotected sex? Getting in a 
relationship? Love to party and 
play (PnP)? We're here for you 
armed with free & anonymous 
HIV testing. Contact PUMP 
(Peers Using More Prevention) 
at Cambridge Cares about 

AIDS! 
Call (617) 599-0231 to get the 
results you need 


Legal Notices 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Department 


Suffoik Division 
Docket No. 93P2617 


Notice of 
Fiduciary’s Account 


To all persons interested in the 
estate of John P. Saulenas of 
Boston Suffolk. You are hereby 
notified pursuant to Mass, R 
Civ. P. Rule 72 that the 1st 
through 4th, 5th, amended 5th 
6th through 9th, 10th, amended 
10th, 11th and final account(s) 
of Chester E. Baker as Con- 
servator of the property of said 
John P. Saulenas has been 
presented to said Court for al 
lowance 

If you desire to preserve your 
right to file an objection to said 
account(s), you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
in said Court at Boston on or 
before the 27th day of January 
2005 the return day of this cita- 
tion. You may upon written re 
quest by registered or certified 
mail to the fiduciary, or to the at- 
torney for the fiduciary, obtain 
without cost a copy of said 
account(s), if you desire to ob- 
ject to any item of said 
account(s), you must, in addi- 
tion to filing a written appear- 
ance as aforesaid, file within 
thirty days after said return day 
or within such other time as the 
Court upon motion may order a 
written statement of each such 
item together with the grounds 
for each objection thereto, a 
copy to be served upon the fi- 
duciary pursuant to Mass. R 
Civ. P. Rule 5 

WITNESS, John M. Smoot, Es 
quire, First Justice of said Court 
at Boston this 24th day of De 
cember, 2004 

Richard lannella 

Register of Probate 





ae 








The CI 





(99¢ per text message) 




















CLINICAL RESEARCH 


Are You a Healthy Female with 
Regular Menstrual Cycles? 


You are wanted for a research study in the 
Reproductive Endocrine Unit at 
Massachusetts General Hospital : 

* Age 18-35 
* On no medications including 
oral contraceptives and 
* Have regular periods * 
piles days in length) 














* 1 hour outpatient visit and 3-day 
ight i ti t study 


Volunteers paid for participation 

















Call Catherine at 617-724-8764 





Interested in participating in a 
Research Study? 






Are you 20-35 years old, 


without sleep problems? 


Brigham and Women’s Hospital is conducting 


a research study on the effects of an 






investigational melatonin patch on sleep. 











The study involves two 40-hour laboratory 
stays followed by six brief visits to the lab. 






Receive up to $840 















For more information please contact Lisa 
(617) 732-4311 or 
Imccaig@rics.bwh.harvard.edu 






FOURTRAX® 
RANCHER"AT/GPScape™ 


Recommended only for riders 
16 years and older. 






them at your Honda Dealer. 







Massachusetts General Hospital... 
seeks Women ages 18-40 with: 


-lrregular Menstrual Cycles 
(fewer than nine per year) 

-with Acne and /or 

Excess of Hair Growth 


for a research study. 
Up to’ $100 stipend. 


Call Catherine at 
(617) 724-8764 
or by email at 
cbieksha@partners.org 


California Cryobank, the world’s leading reproductive tissue 
bank, Is looking for healthy males, In college or with a 
college degree, to become a part of our anonymous sperm 
donor program. As a donor you'll recelve up to $900 per 
month. For more information or to see if you qualify call: 


CALIFORNIA) — 1.g90-231-3373 Ext.4l 
RAS www.cryobankdonors.com 











America loves the Rancher, and for lots of great reasons. 


Honda's Rancher ATVs are the most popular ATVs in America. And the 2005 Rancher AT is a big reason why. The 397cc 
Rancher AT features an automatic transmission. Choose four-wheel drive —or two. There’s even one with GPS! You can see 





parkway 
Paar cycle 















1865 Revere Beach Parkway 
Everett, Mass 02149 


honda.com BE A RESPONSIBLE RIDER. REMEMBER, ATVs CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO OPERATE. FOR YOUR SAFETY, ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PRO- 
TECTION AND PROTECTIVE CLOTHING, AND NEVER RIDE ON PAVED SURFACES OR PUBLIC ROADS. KEEP IN MIND THAT RIDING DOESN'T MIX WITH DRUGS 
OR ALCOHOL. Honda recommends that all ATV riders take a training course and read their owner's manual thoroughly. For rider training information or to sign up for a rider 
training course, call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887. FourTrax® Rancher,” GPScape™ and Best On Ea fh tid 









The Reproductive Endocrine Unit at 
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Subjects Wanted for a Research Study 


Are you a male between 18 and 35 years of age? 
Are you overweight? 
Do you want to participate in a nutrition research 
study concerning diabetes and heart disease? 


The purpose is to compare the effectiveness of two different diets which may be helpful 
in preventing type 2 diabetes and heart disease. The study is 3 weeks long and does 
not involve any drugs. There will be 2 admissions to the hospital, 10 days each 


Total payment for the study: $1,500 


For more information call Dr. Diego Botero © 
at 617-355-2180 Children's 2 Boston © 






Needed to participate in a study of 
thinking, memory and brain function. 


Earn up to $75 ($15 per hour). Native English 
speaker with no history of alcohol or drug 
abuse, head injury, or neurological disorder, 
and age 18-55. 


Call Cognitive Neuroscience Laboratory at 
McLean Hospital 











are trademarks of Honda Motor Co.., (6/04) 
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reviews 
and articles 
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16 


22 
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8 DAYS A WEEK 


The week’s events include 
First Night, the Pops, the 
music of John Zorn, Patri- 
ots chronicler Michael 
Holley, and The Last Little 
Porn Shop in Manhattan. 


FILM 


Peter Keough previews 
coming attractions for 
2005, Chris Fujiwara 

watches some master- 


pieces of Japanese cinema, 


Gerald Peary talks with 
Jean-Luc Godard, and Ted 
Drozdowski suggests why 
Beyond the Sea sinks. 


WINTER 2005: 
THEATER 


Liza Weisstuch looks for- 
ward to the South African 


Festival, the African Amer- 


ican Festival, Homebody/ 
Kabul, Quills, and more; 
Iris Fanger talks with 
Nicholas Martin about The 
Rivals, and Sally Cragin 
talks with South African 
performer Pieter-Dirk Uys. 


WINTER 2005: ART 


Randi Hopkins previews 
two shows that offer 
artists’ views of Andy 
Warhol, plus “Girls’ Night 
Out,” “Boys Life,” and 
Damien Hirst, and talks to 
Linda Price-Sneddon 
about “Wonder Worlds” at 
Mass MoCA. 


BOOKS 


Iris Fanger on a new biog- 
raphy of dance legend 
Margot Fonteyn. 


WINTER 2005: 
CLASSICAL 


Lloyd Schwartz looks 
ahead to the BSO, Renée 
Fleming, and lots of opera. 
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ARTS= 


nvertcainmen 


South Africa 
on screen and stage 


FILM: John Boorman's 
post-apartheid drama 


In My Country 
by Peter Keough, page 6 


THEATER: 
month of s 


by Liza Weis 








Samuel 
In 






L.Jackson in 


My Country 
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TOWER RECORDS. 


WE KNOW WHAT YOU CAN DO WITH YOUR 
HOLIDAY CASH! 


COME INTO TOWER RECORDS AND CHECK OUT THESE 
SELECTIONS AND THOUSANDS MORE! 


: = 
4 FEATURING LIVE & ACODER Te VERSIONS OF THE CWT IRE ALi ICE W 
* SURE Wael TGR. PLL Lr Cet” ~ BONG RAGA “UAL GORI COME” 


Rubber Factory Chariot-Strinped 




















Twentysomething 







Sunlight Makes Me Paranoid 


On SaLe 8.99 
CD 


: on GB 13.99 
CD 





Damien Rice 
0 


on GB 14.99 
CD 











Ray Beyond The Sea 
rte Smack tees 
on GB 13.99 on 13.99 

TOWER RECORDS. ‘ET 


CAMBRIDGE \ 95 Mt. Auburn St. (Harvard Square) 
BURLINGTON \ 101 Middlesex Turnpike (across from Burlington Mall) 


1-BOO-ASK-TOWEA (Store tocasioas\Hours\Phone Orders) 





The Hottest Winter Weekend 
In Boston! 


14th Annual 


ON ghey 
EXPO 


Jan. 29 & 30, 2005 
Seaport World Trade Center 


877-946-3976 
www.wine-expos.com 


Sponsored By 


The Boston Globe \\ ine Spectator Intermezzo | 


Your world, unfolding daily 


CIGAR , 
jetBlue SP xx... 


AIRWAYS INFINITE 








THE 


nix 
CLASSIFIEDS 


$$$3553$ 


Looking for 
extra income? 


See all the new 
Clinical Research studies 
in our Classified 
Section. 


$$$$35$$ 


For optimum performance and safety, we recommend you read the owner's manual before operating 
Honda Power Equipment. Connection of a generator to house power requires a transfer device to avoid 
possible injury to power company personnel. Consult a qualified electrician. Not all dealer 


Consult your local Yellow Pages. © 2004 American Honda Motor Co., Inc 


Archer. Copy @ Berklee 


_ Hours of Operation: Black & White Copies, 


8:00 a, fpim. Monday-Friday Color Copies, Fax, Binding 


9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Saturday & Many Other Services! 


We offer discounts for community businesses. 


We truly appreciate your business! 


168 Massachusetts Avenue « Boston, MA 02115 
phone: 617-747-2451 « fax: 617-747-2927 
e-mail: copycenter @ berklee.edu 


Portable Home Standby Power 


Give your home portable power with a generator from Honda. 


Honda EU3000is Generator 


* 3000 watts (25 A) of Honda inverter 120 AC power 

* Super quiet—49 to 58dB(A) 

* Eco-Throttle—runs up to 20 hrs. on 3.4 gals. of fuel 

¢ Convenient electric starting 

¢ Advanced inverter technology provides reliable power to 
computers and other sensitive equipment 

¢ 12v—12A DC output 


i ie SB 


Honda EM5000SXK2 Generator 


¢ 5000 watts (41.7/20 A) of 120/240V automatic regulated power 
¢ Honda | lhp OHV commercial engine 

* Operates 12.5 hrs. at 50% load (6.6 gals.) 

* Voltage selector switch—120/240V operation 

* Two-wheel kit standard 

¢ Special muffler for quieter operation 


EM5000SXK2 


Honda EX4500SXK1 Generator 


© 4500 watts (37.5/18.3 A) of 120/240V automatic regulated power 
* Fully enclosed for super quiet operation 
¢ Honda 1 lhp OHV commercial engine 
* Voltage selector switch—120/240V operation 
¢ Automatic voltage regulated power output 
¢ Electric start (includes battery) 
¢ Four-wheel transport kit standard 
EX4500SXKI1 


“WHERE THE FUN BEGINS!” 


GEG ES nExeEwostor 


1098 Mass. Ave. Arlington, MA (617) 648-1300 


107 Brimbal Ave. Beverly, MA 01915 1865 Revere Beach Parkway 
800-464-CYCLE Everett, MA 02149 
www.cycles128.com 


1g your 


s carry all products 


www.honda.com 














First Night 


FRIDAY: It started as a few decoratively dressed yahoos 
banging drums on Boston Common and has grown to 
become the largest New Year’s celebration in North 
America, with a million button-wearing revelers and 
hundreds of performances running from noon to midnight. 
Ice sculptures and the Grand Procession are First Night 
mainstays. The Hynes Convention Center hosts the Family 
Festival, where the New England Anime Society 
screens Japanese animation, the Airborne 
Comedians juggle electric guitars, and the 
SkyRiders bounce on trampolines. Tony V., Jimmy 
Dunn, and Tissa Hami wax comedic. For dance 
fans, you’ve got BalletRox, Snappy Dance 
Theater, and David Parker and the Bang Group 
moving around town. The $15 First Night 

button affords access to all events. For more 
information, call (617) 542-1399; for a complete 
schedule of music, comedy, theater, and 
merrymaking, visit www.firstnight.org. 


DAYS A WEEK VW 


A round-up of notable happenings in the next 8 days — 


David Parker and the Bang Group 


h ot th ( EDITED BY NINA MACLAUGHLIN sensed’ drape “ORE uleaan 
| Kenji Mizoguchi’s The Story of the 
| Last Chrysanthemums (1939), ex- 





amines a woman's self-sacrifice set I 
BOSTON WINE EXPO. With more than 1800 wines being poured @ THURSDAY 30 Coolidge Corner Theatre, 290 Harvard wall. In their stead, Honeypump Pro- | against the backdrop of kabuki theater. I 
during the course of two days, you'd better learn to sniff and THEATER. American Repertory The- | Avenue in Brookline. Call (617) 542- | ductions will curate an art show each | That’s at 465 Huntington Avenue, C 
spit. A boon to oenophiles and neophytes alike, the nation’s atre kicks off its South African Festival | 1399. month. The premiere exhibit opens | Boston. Tickets are $9, $8 for students, I 
largest consumer wine event also attracts producers of high- with former company member Pamela | NEW YEAR'S EVE. Part of Symphony | tonight and features photography by | seniors; call (617) 369-3306. c 
icardah udtartine tara atts boone Gien’s one-woman, 24-character play, | Hall's floor gets cleared for dancing at | the brothers Mikael and Austin | SWEETS. Strategically timed to derail r 
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March 26 and 27, Steve Reich's Drumming, Nagoya Marimbas the cold during your New Year's FILM. Women haven't always 
and Music for Wood Instruments will be pertormed by So Eve celebrating, drop in on the been without creative control in j 
Percussion. Tickets . : , : Ali 
are $30, or $75 for a ~ oe | First Night Film Festival, a Hollywood; pioneers such as Alice . 
series subscription. Sie Jere continuous, au “~ screening of a Guy-Blaché and Lois Weber made i 
Call (617) 278-5156 45-minute program of independ- many fine films during the silent } 
MEL BROOKS’S THE ent shorts, a the Muscum of Fine era, as demonstrated in the series é T 
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lauding the book in Entertainment 
Weekly, calling the book’s hero “an 
American original, worthy of a place 
on the shelf just below your Hucks, 
your Holdens, and your Yossarians.” 
The American original is Smithy, a G.I 
Joe factory worker who, after the 
death of his parents and his mentally 
ill older sister, jumps on his Raleigh 
ten-speed and rides from Rhode Island 
to California to retrieve his sister’s 
body. McLarty reads from Memory 
(Viking) at 7 p.m. at Brookline Book- 
smith, 279 Harvard Street, Brookline. 
That’s free; call (617) 566-6660. 


@ WEDNESDAY 5 

THEATER. You saw the 2000 movie 
featuring Geoffrey Rush as the infa- 
mous Marquis de Sade, smuggling his 
writings out of Charenton Asylum for 
publication. Now you can see screen- 
writer Doug Wright’s original play 
when New Repertory Theatre presents 
the area premiere of Quills. Broadway 
vet and film actor Austin Pendleton 


takes on the role of the famed sado- 





masochist at a theater where he has al- 
ready played Vladimir, in a well-re- 
ceived Waiting for Godot, and King 
Lear. Rick Lombardo directs the pro- 
duction, which continues through Feb- 
ruary 6 at New Repertory Theatre, 54 
Lincoln Street, Newton Highlands. 
Tickets are $28 to $48; call (617) 332- 
1646. 

CLASSICAL. Belfast-born flutist Sir 
James Galway, who is guesting with 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra start- 
ing tomorrow, shows up in town a little 
early to lead a master class for Harvard 
undergrads. Galway started tooting on 
the pennywhistle, and went on to be- 
come a classical-flute superstar with 
mofe than 50 albums. Galway’s class is 
at 3 p.m. at Harvard’s Kirkland House, 
Junior Common Room, 95 Dunster 
Street in Harvard Square. It’s free; call 
(617) 495-8676. 

BOOKS. PEN New England’s winter 
reading series begins tonight at 6:15 
with Nancy Upper, author of Ballet 


Hard hits 


THURSDAY 6: Former G/obe columnist Michael Holley’s Patriot 


Dancers in Career Transition: Sixteen 
Success Stories (McFarland and Compa- 
ny). That’s 17 if you count the author 
herself, who formerly was a dancer 
with the Cincinnati Opera Ballet Com- 
pany. The series runs through March 2 
at Hotel Marlowe, 25 Edwin Land 
Boulevard in Cambridge. (Get there 
early for free wine). Call (617) 868- 
8000 


@ THURSDAY 6 

CLASSICAL. Hans Graf conducts the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra 
with Sir James Galway, who's back 
at Symphony Hall for the first time 
since 1997. He’s the soloist in Mozart's 
Flute Concerto in D and William Bol- 
com’s Lyric Concerto. That’s tonight 
through Saturday and next Tuesday, all 
at 8 at Symphony Hall, 301 Massachu- 
setts Avenue in Boston. Tickets are $27 
to $105; call (617) 266-1200. 

ART. “Nature Gone Awry,” a group 
show at University Place Gallery, fea- 
tures work that subverts the idea of na- 
ture in art. You'll find no lovely flower- 
pot still lifes or bucolic 
landscapes here — the 
artists let nature run 
amok. Carly Weaver bat- 
ters and bashes her bird 
and floral paintings to give 
them a different lifespan. 
Lisa Graf’s fantasy land- 
scapes are a mix of Dr. 
Seuss and Hieronymus 
Bosch. And Marcella Anna 
Stasa uses rusty found ob- 
jects, animal bones, and 
other decayed materials to 
construct strange forms. 
The exhibit runs through 
February 4 with an open- 
ing reception at 6 p.m. 
January 14. That’s at 124 
Mount Auburn Street in 
Cambridge. It’s free; call 
(617) 876-0246. 
THEATER. Actress/writ- 
ers Paula Plum and Leslie 
Dillen team up in 
Dressed Up! Wigged 
Out!, a pairing of one- 
woman shows that has its 
Boston debut tonight. Both pieces in- 
volve costumes and hairpieces and an 
exploration of the complicated con- 
nections between mothers and daugh- 
ters. And as if there weren’t enough 
local-diva power wrapped up in the 
event, veteran American Repertory 
Theatre actor Karen MacDonald di- 
rects the show, which continues at 
Boston Playwrights’ Theatre, 949 
Commonwealth Avenue in Boston, 
through January 17. Tickets are $25, 
$20 for seniors and students; call 
(617) 358-PLAY. 

FILM. Susan Sontag’s Japanese-film 
series at the Museum of Fine Arts in- 
cludes Akira Kurosawa’s crime classic 
High and Low/Tengoku to jigoku 
(1963), in which rich man Toshiro Mi- 
fune puts it all on the line to rescue his 
chauffeur’s son from kidnappers. Hey, 
isn’t that a description of Mel Gibson in 
Ransom? Head over to 465 Huntington 
Avenue in Boston at 1 p.m. and see the 
difference. Call (617) 369-3300. 


Reign is the closest you can come to getting inside Bil! 
Belichick’s brain. Holley spent two seasons — the two 
immediately following the team’s 2001 Super Bowl shocker, 
culminating in their 2003 return to greatness — as a fly on 
the locker-room wall, and his portrait of the organization’s 
players, characters, strategy sessions, and support staff is 
indispensable for fans of the game within the game. For one 
thing, you get to hear Belichick cuss. You also get to hang 
with him at his mom’s house. Holley talks books and football 
at 7 p.m. at Brookline Booksmith, 279 Harvard Avenue, 
Brookline. It’s free; call (617) 566-6660. 





The Last Little Porn 
Shop in Manhattan 




























































Family values 


THURSDAY 6. Boston playwright Anne Continelli’s The Last Little Porn Shop in 
Manhattan is a farce about a sleazy family-owned boutique (called Bullwhips, Cock 
Rings, Slings, and Things) struggling to stay afloat in Rudy Giuliani’s battle against 
porn. It plays through January 22 at the Boston Center for the Arts’ Plaza Theater, 539 
Tremont Street in Boston. Tickets are $20.50; call (617) 933-8600. It’s also being 
presented February 3 through 26 at Durrell Hall in the Cambridge Family YMCA, 829 
Massachusetts Avenue in Central Square; call (866) 811-4111. 


Michael Holley 
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[WINTER PREVIEW: film | 


BEYOND THE MATRIX? in Constantine, Keanu Reeves plays a supernatural detective who serves as a bridge between the banal and the beyond. 


The terror, the terror 


Hollywood's year of fear, real and imagined 


BY PETER KEQUGH 


ovies might not predict the fu- 
Vi ture, but they do reflect a 

mood. Some years, they reflect 
the audience’s desires and guilt. Other 
years, they suggest an overriding anx- 
iety about the future and offer illusory 
solace. This seems a year of fear, of 
threats real and imagined. 

Perhaps emboldened by the success 
of Fahrenheit 9/11, some of the films 
in the coming year confront the real- 
life terrors of the outside world in 
documentaries and fiction. Some take 
on domestic or personal uneasiness in 
dramas and comedies that enact our 
fears of loss, loneliness, and adult re- 
sponsibility. And many films express 
our angst through the reliable horror 
genre, which indulges our deepest 
forebodings and purges them. In vari- 
ous ways, 2005 looks to be the year 
that Hollywood raises the terror code 
to Orange. 


January: 
We begin the year with the worst 
genocide in recent memory. Director 
Terry George’s Hotel Rwanda (Jan- 
uary 7) relates the story of Paul Rus- 
esabagina, a hotel manager who 
courageously offered refuge to more 
than 1000 Tutsis fleeing massacre at 
the hands of the Hutus. Is it a gen- 
uine glimpse into the horror of vio- 
lence and apathy? Or an attempt to 
placate the consciences of those who 
looked away when 900,000 were 
butchered? Either way, Don Cheadle 
has been getting Oscar notices for his 
performance as Rusesabagina. 

Moving to fears closer to home 
if further back in time — there’s first- 
time director Niels Mueller’s The As- 
sassination of Richard Nixon 
(January 14). It relates the true story 
of poor schmuck Sam Byck (here 
called “Bicke”), who tried to set 
things right by putting away the 
newly re-elected, warmongering Re- 
publican president. A paean to feel- 
ings of powerlessness following the 
election of 2004? Or a half-baked re- 
hash of Taxi Driver? Either way, Sean 
Penn has gotten high praise for por- 
traying Byck/Bicke. 

Few things get the blood running 
cold like the specter of pedophilia. 





Director Nicole Kassell makes her 
debut with The Woodsman (Janu- 
ary 7), the story of a child molester’s 
return to society after a lengthy 
prison spell. Is it an uncompromising 
look at the human face behind a 
monstrous crime? Or knee-jerk liber- 
al coddling of the depraved? Either 
way, Kevin Bacon has gotten raves for 
his performance as the criminal. 

In past films, Clint Eastwood has 
belted a woman or two. Maybe he’s 
making amends with Million Dol- 
lar Baby (January 7), in which he 
plays an aging boxing manager who 
trains a prospective women’s champi- 
on. Female empowerment? Or cheap 
thrills for those who like to watch 
women pound each other? Hillary 
Swank as the pug has already been 
chosen Best Actress by the Boston So- 
ciety of Film Critics. 

Anti-Semitism has long troubled 
humanity. Just ask William Shake- 
speare, whose The Merchant of 
Venice (January 14) has long 
baffled directors. Michael Radford (Il 
Postino) takes his best shot, with Al 
Pacino demanding his pound of 
flesh, and then some, as Shylock. 

The impotence of age and the 
treachery of children are anxieties fa- 
miliar to Shakespeare, and In Good 
Company (January 14) takes up a 
King Lear-like premise as Dennis 
Quaid plays a middle-aged executive 
whose much-younger boss (Topher 
Grace) hits on his daughter (Scarlett 
Johansson). Paul Weitz (About a Boy, 
American Pie) directs. 

And, of course, nothing disrupts 
domestic harmony like death. Just 
ask Michael Keaton in TV director 
Geoffrey Sax’s White Noise (Janu- 
ary 14). He plays a widower whose 
deceased wife is trying to communi- 
cate with him through electrical ap- 
pliances — a gold mine of product 
placement, if nothing else. 

Feel rattled yet? You probably 
need the steadying tough love of 
Coach Carter (January 14). 
Samuel L. Jackson takes on the role 
of the real-life coach who turns 
around an inner-city basketball team, 
athletically and academically. Direc- 
tor Thomas Carter (presumably no 





REAL-WORLD DRAMA: Samuel L. Jackson and Juliette Binoche star in 
John Boorman’s film about the South African Truth and Reconcilia- 
tion Hearings, In My Country. 


relation) makes his big-screen debut. 

For some, the screen holds no 
greater terror than an Andrew Lloyd 
Webber adaptation. Beware, then, Joel 
Schumacher’s version of The Phantom 
of the Opera (January 21), starring 
Gerard Butler and Emmy Rossum. And 
how’s this for a scary thought? You re- 
turn to the family home after your 
mother’s funeral and find it occupied 
by John Travolta as an alcoholic profes- 
sor. Scarlett Johansson makes the most 
of it in first-time director Shainee 
Gabel’s A Love Song for Bobby 
Long (January 21). 

Time for a reality check. Every year 
the Human Rights Watch Inter- 
national Film Festival (January 21) 
offers poignant, illuminating, and co- 
gent features and documentaries 
about problems we’d rather not con- 
template. But just because they deal 
with serious issues doesn’t mean 
they’re not entertaining. It’s at the 
Museum of Fine Arts and the Coolidge 
Corner Theatre; don’t pass it by. And 
if you do, you still have a chance to 
see one of the more acclaimed offer- 
ings, which opens the following 
week: Zana Briski and Ross Kauff- 
man’s Born into Brothels: Calcut- 
ta’s Red Light Kids (January 28), 
which shows how art and compassion 
can indeed redeem the fallen and 
wretched of the earth. 

But most filmgoers prefer the imag- 
inary. Maybe they’ll change their 
minds after seeing Hide and Seek 
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(January 28). Robert De Niro plays 
the requisite widower who’s troubled 
when his daughter’s (Dakota Fan- 
ning) relationship with her imaginary 
playmate takes a nasty turn. John Pol- 
son (Swimfan) directs. 


February 

It seems that home no longer is where 
the heart is, but where the terror 
abides. In Boogeyman (February 4), 
a young man (Barry Watson) returns 
to the old homestead to discover that 
the title entity is not just a figment of 
his imagination. Stephen T. Kay (Stat- 
ic) directs. 

For many filmmakers, though, real 
terror is a release scheduled in the 
desolate month of February. Undaunt- 
ed by this is Gurinda Chadha’s (Bend 
It Like Beckham) Bride and Preju- 
dice (February 11), an update of the 
Jane Austen novel as a contemporary 
Bollywood musical. 

Like Bollywood, Keanu Reeves 
guides us from the everyday to the 
nightmarish realm that underlies it. 
In Constantine (February 18), he 
plays a supernatural detective who 
serves as a bridge between the banal 
and the beyond. Rachel Weisz, his 
cop sidekick, rolls her eyes. Making 
his feature debut, music-video direc- 
tor Francis Lawrence adapts the DC/ 
Vertigo comic book Hellblazer, and 
the film, in true Matrix-like fashion, 
will simultaneously be issued as a 
computer game. 


Back on planet Earth again, Imag- 
inary Heroes (February 18) features 
a bunch of folks just like your family 
and mine, yelling and screaming at 
each other and spilling secrets. Emile 
Hersh, Sigourney Weaver, and Jeff 
Daniels round out the cast for this 
first film from director Dan Harris. 
Daniels returns with another set of 
family problems in Because of 
Winn-Dixie (February 18), playing a 
preacher dad whose wife left him 
with their little girl. They head south 
and meet a town full of heartwarming 
eccentrics in Wayne Wang’s adapta- 
tion of Kate DiCamillo’s Newbery 
Honor-winning novel. 


March 

March comes in more like a lamb 
than a lion. Compassion and forgive- 
ness eclipse vengeance and fear in In 
My Country (March 4), as Samuel 
L. Jackson plays an American jour- 
nalist covering the South African 
Truth and Reconciliation Hearings. 
Juliette Binoche and Brendan Glee- 
son also star as John Boorman adapts 
the novel by Antjie Krog. 

Some evil, though, never goes 
away, especially if there is money to 
be made in a sequel. Naomi Watts an- 
swers the call of The Ring Two 
(March 11), once again seeking the 
truth behind the mysterious videotape 
that kills people. (She should check 
out the DVD of Gigli.) Hideo Nakata, 
who started this whole thing with the 
original Japanese film, directs. 

Equally mysterious and terrifying 
and perhaps prime for a sequel is The 
Jacket (March 11), from enigmatic 
director John Maybury (Love Is the 
Devil: Study for a Portrait of Francis 
Bacon). Adrien Brody plays a vet 
treated for amnesia who’s placed in 
the sensory-depriving overcoat of the 
title and travels to the future, where 
he foresees his death and has to solve 
it. Good luck, Adrien. Keira Knightley 
and Jennifer Jason Leigh offer advice. 

I'd say the next film offers comic 
relief, but is the pairing of Woody 
Allen and Will Ferrell a dream or a 
nightmare? Allen further investigates 
the comedy/tragedy, bend/break di- 
chotomy in Melinda and Melinda 
(March 18). Radha Mitchell plays the 
title heroine whose tale has two ver- 
sions. Ferrell presumably is in the one 
that makes you laugh. 

Can comedy undo the tragedy of 
racial prejudice? Four decades ago, 
white parents feared their daughter 
coming home with a black beau. Now, 
according to Guess Who (March 
25), the roles have been reversed. 
Bernie Mac plays the discomfited dad, 
Zoe Saldana the rebellious daughter, 
and Ashton Kutcher the one who 
comes to dinner. Kevin Rodney (Bar- 
bershop 2) directs. 

So what’s the deal with father/ 
daughter movies this year? Some 
shrink should figure out what's really 
going on. Take The Ballad of Jack 
and Rose (March 25), in which 
Daniel Day-Lewis plays a single dad 
with a troublesome relationship with 
his 16-year-old daughter. No boss’s 
come-ons, interracial relationships, or 
imaginary playmates that I know of 
— just the murky stuff of life, appar- 
ently. Catherine Keener co-stars and 
Rebecca Miller (Personal Velocity, not 
mention Arthur’s daughter and 
Daniel’s wife) directs. 

But enough of this reality crap. 
Back to the pulp-thriller realm, with 
Sahara (March 25). In Breck Eis- 
ner’s adaptation of Clive Cussler’s 
novel, Matthew McConaughey plays 
an investigator who must stop an 
African plague from destroying the 
world. That’s the ticket: keep it terri- 
fying, but simple. And unreal. & 














At the MFA, Sontag’s picks for the best of Japanese film 


BY CHRIS FUJIWARA 


Susan Sontag’s Favorite 
Japanese Films, Part II 


At the Museum of Fine Arts, January 2 to 
30. Presented by the MFA and the Japan 
Society of Boston. 


n this sequel to the series of 

Japanese cinema she curated in 

2003, author Susan Sontag, 
before her death on Tuesday of 
leukemia, returned with another 
group of not-to-be-missed films, 
some of them rarely screened. Two 
of the best-known Japanese direc- 
tors, Kenji Mizoguchi and Akira 
Kurosawa, are represented by two 
films each, as is the astonishing less- 
er-known director Mikio Naruse. An 
array of other distinctive directorial 
styles rounds out the series, which is 
strong on films about women and 
about the struggle to resist a perva- 
sive moral decay. 

Both Mizoguchi films deal with 
the theater of the Meiji era (late 
19th and early 20th centuries). 
Asked why so many of his films 
were set in this period, the director 
replied, “Let us say that a man like 
me is always tempted by the cli- 
mate of beauty in this era.” This cli- 
mate is one of the first things to no- 
tice about The Story of the Last 
Chrysanthemums/Zangiku mono- 
gatari (1939; January 2 at 
10:45 a.m.). The story concerns the 
untalented scion of a famous family 
of kabuki actors. The only person 
who dares tell him he can’t act is his 
brother’s wet nurse, who devotes 
her life to helping him improve his 
art, ruining her health in the 
process. Mizoguchi’s scrolling long 
takes enfold events within ever 
larger and more complex structures 
while moving the narrative forward 
with inexorable logic. With its em- 
phasis on metaphorical journeys 
(the migrations of the acting 
troupe, the hero’s path to artistic 
excellence), the narrative lets Mi- 


WIDE-SCREEN STUNNER: Hideko Takamine stars as a smart, chic widow in Mikio 
Naruse’s When a Woman Ascends the Stairs, a masterpiece of narrative filmmaking. 


zoguchi meditate both on the time- 
bound course of human life and the 
transcendent role of art. 

In Mizoguchi’s undervalued Love 
of Sumako the Actress/Joyu Sumako 
no koi (1947; January 15 at 
10:30 a.m.), Kinuyo Tanaka, one of 
Japan’s greatest film stars, appears 
as Sumako Matsui, who played 
Nora in the first Japanese produc- 
tion of Ibsen’s A Doll’s House and 
became a pivotal figure in the new- 
theater movement of the early 20th 
century. Matsui’s debut in the Doll’s 
House production is an early high- 
light of this chronicle, which focus- 
es on her relentless dedication to 
her art, her scandalous affair with 
her married director, and the hard- 
ships they and their company en- 
dure on their tours of Japan. The 
conjunction of theater, love, and 
physical illness makes the film an 
important counterpart to The Story 
of the Last Chrysanthemums; and 
both films insist on the exclusive re- 
lationship between the actor and a 
person who remains his or her main 
audience, even after death. Tanaka 
brings great energy and vitality to 
her tour de force performance, 
which includes a ferocious on-stage 
turn as Carmen, and Mizoguchi lets 
her rule the frame (and even, in 
two scenes, drive men out of it). 

The two Kurosawa films in Son- 
tag’s series are among the contem- 
porary-set works of a filmmaker 
more often remembered for his films 
about the samurai era. In Drunken 

Angel/Yoidore tenshi (1948; January 
27 at 2:15 p.m. and January 30 at 
3:45 p.m.), Takashi Shimura stars as 
an alcoholic physician on a personal 
mission to battle the physical and 
moral corruption of his yakuza- 
ruled slum neighborhood. Toshiré 
Mifune (in his first role for Kuro- 
sawa) roars and coughs his way 
through the film as a tubercular 
gangster in whose condition both 
doctor and director see a clear sym- 
bol of the precarious state of post- 
war Japan. As always, Kurosawa is 





The climate of beauty 





DEBUT: in his first role for Kurosawa, Toshiré Mifune in Drunken 
Angel roars and coughs as a tubercular gangster whose condition 
is a clear symbol of the precarious state of postwar Japan. 


unashamed to pose his conflicts in 
the starkest, most obvious forms he 
can get his hands on. Thanks to his 
visual flair, the strong performances, 
and some nice work involving a gui- 
tar, Drunken Angel is passionate and 
urgent rather than just schematic. 
Kurosawa’s High and Low/Tengoku 
to jigoku (1963; January 6 at 1 p.m. 
and January 8 at 11 a.m.) 
is, on the other hand, a 
full-fledged masterpiece. 
Mifune plays Gondo, a 
shoe manufacturer who’s 
on the verge of scoring a 
big financial coup when 
he gets a phone call from 
someone who claims to 
have kidnapped his son 
and demands a large ran- 
som. The protracted first 
section of the film takes 
place entirely in Gondo’s 
mansion, as he and the 
police wait for contact 
from the kidnapper and 
plan their response. Kuro- 
sawa captures the agoniz- 
ing tension of the situation 
with stunning verve, using 
the TohoScope wide- 
screen with brilliance, 
shrinking it and even 
stretching it with his com- 
positions. The beautiful 
and memorable design of 
High and Low includes a 
short, swift second section 





aboard a bullet train; then, with the 
grueling and intense third section, 
we descend into “hell” (the film’s 
Japanese title means “Heaven and 
Hell”), as the police swarm over one 
of Kurosawa’s typical urban mazes in 
search of the criminal. 

Kurosawa’s bold use of wide- 
screen has never lacked for vocal 
admirers, but I feel the need to 
point out that Sontag’s series also 
includes a film in which director 
Mikio Naruse’s use of the “Scope” 
format is no less stunning, though 
rather more subtle: When a Woman 
Ascends the Stairs/Onna ga kaidan o 
noboru toki (1960; January 9 at 
10:30 a.m. and January 13 at 
4 p.m.). The film concerns the 
plight of a smart, chic, and wid- 
owed bar hostess (Hideko 
Takamine) in Tokyo’s Ginza district. 
Dreading the advance of age and its 
effect on her market value, the 
heroine considers raising money to 
buy her own bar while she can still 
attract investors, but she really 
would rather get out of the Ginza 
life, which she hates. Less obtrusive 
than Kurosawa’s and less imperious 
than Mizoguchi’s, Naruse’s style 
suggests both a complete immer- 
sion in the world he’s depicting and 
a dynamic, intelligent, complex re- 
sponse to that world. He propels 
scenes by cutting together ever- 
varying camera angles that feel 
strong and right and that also, in 


their deftness and precision, point 
to competing expectations and un- 
stated motives, and create a rich 
and vibrant atmosphere. When a 
Woman Ascends the Stairs is an ab- 
solute masterpiece, a perfect narra- 
tive-filmmaking model that no one 
has followed. 

In the earlier Repast/Meshi (1951; 
January 20 at 2:45 p.m.), Naruse 
also deals with the financial and 
emotional pressures on a woman, 
this time the disappointed wife (Set- 
suko Hara) of a low-level stockbro- 
ker. A quiet and devastating film, 
Repast is comparable to contempo- 
rary films by Rossellini, Antonioni, 
and Ida Lupino in its nuanced por- 
trait of feminine alienation. Hara, 
best known for her work with Yasu- 
jiro Ozu (absent from this series, no 
doubt only because he was the sub- 
ject of a complete retrospective that 
came to Boston earlier this year), 
here shows more of her range: a 
marvelous late scene in which she 
unexpectedly laughs constitutes the 
most startling and understated pay- 
off imaginable to the film’s clear- 
eyed analysis of limited possibilities. 

Kon Ichikawa’s icy antiwar classic 
Fires on the Plain/Nobi (1959; Janu- 
ary 22 at 12:15 p.m.) concerns 
some starving Japanese soldiers on 
Leyte Island in the Philippines in 
early 1945. The film’s hero, suffer- 
ing from tuberculosis, gets expelled 
from both his regiment and the mil- 
itary hospital and finds himself 
wandering through a chaos of de 
struction and struggling against the 
temptation of cannibalism, to which 
his comrades have succumbed 
Ichikawa’s harrowing images draw 
their strength from the tactile quali 
ties of mud, rock, and flesh. 

Another film about people con- 
fronting nature (including their 
own), Himatsuri (1984; January 13 
at 5:45 p.m.), directed by Mitsuo 
Yanagimachi, takes place in an iso 
lated Japanese village where a ma 
rine park is under construction. Lit 
tle by little, the film widens its view 
of the town, gathering up various 
characters and locating them within 
the local ecological and economic 
systems: woodsmen, fishermen, bik- 
ers, a venal bar hostess and the old 
real-estate broker she has her hooks 
into. The pivotal figure is Tatsuo, a 
lumberjack and hunter who claims 
a personal relationship with the re- 
gion’s tutelary nature goddess. The 
slowness of the film is full of threat; 
with impressive calmness and con- 
trol, the director tracks down a still- 
present animism in this weird mod- 
ern world, culminating in the fire 
festival of the title. 

Humans are linked with animals 
again in Pigs and Battleships/Buta to 
gunkan (1961; January 19 at 
6 p.m.), one of the best films by 
Shohei Imamura. Telling a convolut- 
ed, funny, and creepy story of 
yakuza taking up pig farming during 
the postwar American occupation, 
Imamura gets his hands dirty in a 
waterfront-sleaze setting that he 
tackles with much enthusiasm, no 
moral complacency, a sort of earthy 
intelligence, and an unsentimental 
and vivid sense of the grotesque. 
Imamura is another wide-screen 
innovator, combining entertaining 
splash with clarity of ideas in a way 
that recalls Nicholas Ray’s Hot Blood 
and Frank Tashlin’s The Girl Can't 
Help It. And in his portrait of his 
heroine, a bar girl struggling to keep 
her romanticism, Imamura carries 
on the feminist traditions of Mi- 
zoguchi and Naruse in a world more 
dehumanized than the ones against 
which their heroines fought. oy 
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Beyond Bobby 


Kevin Spacey goes on an ego trip 


BY TED DROZDOWSKI 


Beyond the Sea 


Directed by Kevin Spacey. Written by Kevin 
Spacey. Choreography by Rob Ashford. 
With Kevin Spacey, Kate Bosworth, John 
Goodman, Bob Hoskins, Brenda Blethyn, 

Greta Scacchi, William Ullrich, and 

Caroline Aaron. A Lions Gate Films release 
(121 minutes). At the Boston Common, 
the Fenway, and at the Kendall Square 

and in the suburbs. 


laying a likable egomaniac 
Pp comes naturally to Kevin 

Spacey, who sings, dances, 
and glides through his portrayal of 
the 1960s pop icon Bobby Darin in 
Beyond the Sea. So naturally, it’s 
hard to tell the difference between 
his own narcissism and that of his 
characterization. In the end, the 
film is all about Spacey, who is so 
intent on displaying his talents as a 
hoofer and a vocalist that he’s will- 
ing to trample the details of Darin’s 
life under fancy footwork. 

Here’s what we do learn about 
Darin, who was born Walden Robert 
Cassotto in 1936 and died in 1973 
following open-heart surgery, and 
his 16-year career. Actually, we don’t 
learn that his first name was 
Walden, but we do see young Bobby, 
played as precocious and somewhat 
smug by William Ullrich, fighting 


with the rheumatic fever that would 
weaken his heart and ultimately 
shorten his life. Early on, we also 
see the first of a series of poorly cho- 
reographed and assaultingly out-of- 
place dance sequences that — along 
with Spacey’s occasional departures 
from the story to address the camera 
and converse with his childhood self 
— keep us awkwardly bouncing be- 
tween fantasy and reality. 

Although a doctor informs Darin’s 
mother, Polly (Brenda Blethyn), that 
her son probably won't live to age 
15, the former vaudeville hoofer 
and singer instills young Bobby with 
a love of music and ambitions of 
stardom that keep him ticking. 
Forming a management and musical 
team of his Bronx buddies — these 
include John Goodman playing his 
manager Steve Blauner as a kind of 
urban Fred Flintstone and Bob 
Hoskins reduced to speaking in 
“dese” and “dose” New Yorkisms as 
Darin’s brother-in-law and valet 
Charlie Cassotto Maffia — grown-up 
Darin leaves the "hood for faraway, 
uh, Manhattan and is soon playing 
nickel-and-dime joints with a reper- 
toire gigantically eclipsed by his ego. 

We never see how he does it, but 
in short order he’s on TV singing his 
first hit, “Splish Splash,” in 1958 and 
getting the teen-idol treatment from 
a bevy of swooning bobby-soxers. 
The age difference between the 


45-year-old Spacey’s Darin and his 
fans is squirm-inducing, and it gets 
no better when he begins his on-the- 
set pursuit of Sandra Dee, whom 
Darin met while making his debut 
movie, Come September, in 1960. Dee 
was 18 at the time, and here she’s 
played by 21-year-old Kate Bosworth. 
Nonetheless, their whirlwind 
courtship is one of the film’s highs, 
driven by Spacey’s buoyant delivery 
of the film’s title song, the colorful 
costumes, and a sprightly dash 
through the beautiful Italian country- 
side. From then on, their marriage is 
portrayed as a fairy tale of devotion, 
occasionally tattered by the clash of 
their egos and by alcohol abuse, but 
intact at the film’s end, where Dee 
clutches her man in his hospital bed 
as he slips quietly into the night. Ac- 
tually, they’d been divorced for six 
years when Darin died. 

The movie’s one plot twist — un- 
less you’re familiar with Darin’s bi- 
ography — is the 1968 admission 
by his sister Nina (played for camp 
by Caroline Aaron) that she was ac- 
tually his mother and that Polly was 
his grandmother. It’s a revelation 
that sends Darin — whose career is 
portrayed as being on the skids but 
who was in reality still five years 
away from his 1972-’73 NBC TV va- 
riety show and doing boffo box 
office — spinning into self-examina- 
tion, if not ego reduction, and 
somehow it seems to contribute to 
the genesis of his solitary protest 
number, “Simple Song of Freedom.” 





AMATEUR I: Spacey’s involvement as writer, director, and star seems 


to have clouded his judgement. 


All of the oxygen huffing and deter- 
mination that keeps Darin perform- 
ing until he’s felled by congestive 
heart failure culminates in an ele- 
gant song-and-dance routine featur- 
ing Spacey’s Darin and Ullrich as 
his younger self making like Fred 
Astaire with their matching tuxe- 
does and steps. 

Spacey’s directorial debut, the 
1996 thriller Albino Alligator, thrived 
on grit and characterization. He’s a 
huge Darin fan who is said to have 
been looking for an opportunity to 
produce this bio-pic for 15 years, but 
his self-involvement seems to have 


erased his judgment. Many of the 
production numbers would be de- 
stroyed by Broadway choreographer 
Rob Ashford’s clumsy hackwork if 
not for Spacey’s physical grace and 
his ability to sing like Darin. Even 
that final climactic spin with his 
mini-me seems nicked from dozens 
of ’40s and ’50s musicals. Spacey’s 
tone isn’t quite as rich as Darin’s, and 
his phrasing, the way he slides up to 
big-payoff notes, is not as smooth, 
but that’s nit-picking. Spacey’s own 
skills as a singer and dancer are what 
put a slight shine on this mealy 
apple of a movie. x 





HIS music 


Jean-Luc Godard at Cannes 


BY GERALD PEARY 


ilmmaker Jean-Luc Godard, 74, came to 
F cin last May to discuss his latest cine- 

ma essay, and one of the best films of 
2004, Notre musique/Our Music, which is at the 
MFA though January 16. But before his press 
conference could get going, Godard, a man of 
the militant left since the mid ’60s, gave over 
the event to France’s National Coordination of 
Entertainment Workers. The union of freelance 
film and television actors and performers was 
picketing outside of the Cannes festival. 

As Godard puffed a long cigar, a spokesman 
painted for the international press a dreadful 
picture of life for his Gallic union members: 
“You do manual work in the daytime, at night 
a show, you are taken on with no papers, you 
clean up polluted beaches, you do porno, etc.” 
He held up the new issue of 
Cahiers du Cinéma, the 
once-avant-garde magazine 
associated with Godard, 
Truffaut, and the French 
New Wave. Oh, the capital- 
ist rag! The latest Cahiers 
sported a sleek cover with a 
female model pushing a 
yuppie cologne. 

Exit the Entertainment Workers, and Go- 
dard’s Notre musique cast was introduced. The 
members included young Jewish women from 


FILM 


CULTURE 








Russia and France, 
a Native American 
actress, a Palestin- 
ian poet, a French 
journalist. In Notre 
musique, they are 
among the partici- 
pants, along with 
Godard himself, at 
a literary confer- 
ence in post-war 
Sarajevo. “Since 
there were lots of 
different lan- 
guages,” Godard 
said, “the film 
should be subti- 
tled into the American English of a Pakistani 
cab driver.” Then he backtracked: “I’m for 
dubbed versions, because subtitles allow you 
to think you are watching a 
film in your own language. If 
you've seen a film with subti- 
tles, you’ve read it, you haven't 
watched it. You aren’t thinking, 
for instance, ‘Arabic Spanish.’ 
You’ve only seen six percent of 
the film. With this six percent, 
I hope you can write some- 
thing about it.” 

With that, Godard went off on an attack on 
Viviana Redding, European Commissioner of 
Culture: “Although she’s blonde, she’s my ‘béte 
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AUTEUR II: “when a war is over,” says Godard of the setting of Notre 
musique in Sarajevo, “that’s when purgatory begins. ”. 


noire.’ She said we should create ‘European 
filmmaking,’ a rather crazy notion. It reminds 
me of when I read books about creating a Su- 
perman. If you’re going to create ‘European 
filmmaking,’ why not call on [Dr.] Franken- 
stein? She’s stupid, that woman. . . . Global- 
ization is a form of totalitarianism. Television 
is the same, whether in North America or 
Palestine.” 

Are the people on screen in Notre musique 
playing themselves or should they be viewed as 
fictional creations? “I’m not trying to create a 
difference between actors and ‘documentary 
actors,’ Godard answered. “They are there to 
speak texts, but there should be something of 
their own lives, too, like Rony Kramer, who was 


born in Egypt, lived in France, served in the Is- 
raeli army, which are interesting contradictions. 
So they are not actors, they are chosen people. 
But Notre musique was unlike certain documen- 
taries, where the subjects aren’t paid.” 

Translation: the performers are themselves, 
though they read lines supplied by Godard, 
and they were paid for appearing in Notre 
musique. 

Jean-Christophe Bouvet, the French journal- 
ist: “As actors, we played little musical notes, 
but maybe they were false notes, wrong notes. 
Maybe Godard was filming our DNA.” 

Nade Dieu, the Russian Jew: “He’d chosen 
me on the basis of what I didn’t understand. 
In playing the text, trusting the text, I learned 
something.” 

Sarah Adler, the French Jew: “It’s a collabo- 
ration, but it’s Jean-Luc’s collaboration. It was 
a journey to Sarajevo, but not a holiday. There 
are buildings which are empty shells from the 
war, and that makes an impression.” 

Leticia Gutiérrez, the Native American: “Not 
many people take an interest in us, because 
I’m a Mexican half-breed. Sarajevo made an 
impression on me. We’re always looking for 
our roots, and I came back more and more to 
my ancestors.” 

Why did Godard decide to film in Sarajevo? 

“It’s a long story, both personal and imper- 
sonal. I’m in favor of frontiers but against cus- 
toms officers. By my nature, I’m not particu- 
larly brave, but I do like to see things: people 
who are sick, wounded, maybe I got that from 
my father, the doctor. I like to go when a war 
is over, when interest is lost, that’s when pur- 
gatory begins. It’s a metaphor for life. I tried 
to go to Sarajevo in another film, Forever 
Mozart, but it didn’t succeed. I was invited 
once or twice to take part in literary meetings. 
I didn’t really choose Sarajevo. As Tolstoy said, 
‘| didn’t choose Anna Karenina, it chose me.’” &@ 
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Unless otherwise noted, all film listings 
this week are for Friday December 31 
through Thursday December 6. Times 
often change with little notice, so please 
call the theater before heading out. For 
complete film-schedule information, 
check the Boston Phoenix Web site at 
http://www.bostonphoenix.com 


boston 


@ BOSTON COMMON 
3499), 175 Tremont St 
Beyond the Sea: 10:25 a.m., 1:05, 
3:55, 6:45, 9:25; and Sat., 12:25 a.m 
The Aviator: 11:10 a.m., noon, 2:50, 
3:40, 6:20, 7:20, 10, 11 

Blade: Trinity: 11:40 a.m., 5:50; and 
Sat., 11:40 

Closer: 12:55, 3:50, 6:30, 9; and Sat., 
12:10 a.m. 

Fat Albert: 12:45, 3, 5:30, 7:50, 10:10; 
and Sat., 12:25 a.m 

House of Flying Daggers: 
10:55 a.m., 1:50, 4:50, 7:35, 10:25 

The Incredibles: 10:35 a.m., 1:20, 4, 
6:50 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events: 10:50 a.m., 
11:50 a.m., 1:40, 2:40, 4:35, 5:40, 7:40, 
8:30, 10:40; and Sat., 11:30 

The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou: 
10:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 1:10, 2:10, 4:10, 
5, 7, 8, 9:50, 10:50; and Sat., 12:20 a.m. 
Meet the Fockers: 10:40 a.m., 12:35, 
1:30, 3:20, 4:20, 6:10, 7:30, 9:10, 10:20; 
and Sat., midnight 

National Treasure: 12:25, 3:35, 6:40, 
9:40 

Ocean’s Twelve: 12:10, 3:10, 6, 8:50, 
10:05; and Sat., 11:50 

The Phantom of the Opera: 12:20, 
2:30, 3:30, 7:10, 8:40, 10:30 
Sideways: 11:20 a.m., 2:20, 5:20, 8:20; 
and Sat., 11:20 

Spanglish: 11 a.m., 2, 5:10, 8:10; and 
Sat., 11:10 


(617-423- 


@ COPLEY PLACE 
100 Huntington Ave 
Alexander: 11:10 a.m., 
9:45 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son: 10:45 a.m., 1:10, 4, 6:40, 9:20 
Darkness: 11:55 a.m., 2:25, 5:10, 7:30, 
10:30 

Finding Neverland: 12:30, 2:50, 5:30, 
8, 10:20 

Flight of the Phoenix: 11 a.m., 1:50, 
4:45, 8:15, 10:50 

Kinsey: 12:15, 3:15, 6, 8:30; and Fri.- 
Sat., 11:05 

Un long Dimanche de fiangailles/A 
Very Long Engagement: 10:30 a.m., 
11:20 a.m., 1:30, 3:40, 5, 7:10, 7:50, 10, 
10:40 

The Polar Express: 12:50, 3:30, 6:30, 
8:50; and Fri.-Sat., 11:10 

Ray: 11:40 a.m., 3, 6:20, 9:35 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: 11:30 a.m., 2:10, 4:20, 6:50, 
9:05; and Fri.-Sat., 11 


(617-266-1300), 


2:40, 6:10, 


@ FENWAY (617-424-6266), 201 Brook- 
line Ave 

Beyond the Sea: 12:20, 3:10, 6:50, 
9:30 

The Aviator: noon, 4, 8 

Blade: Trinity: 7:15, 10:05 

Closer: 12:50, 3:30, 6:40, 9:20 


Fat Albert: 11:40 am., 2:10, 4:40, 
7:20, 9:45 
Finding Neverland: 12:15, 2:45, 5:20, 
7:50, 10:10 


Flight of the Phoenix: 4:20 

The Incredibles: 11 a.m., 2, 5:10 
Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events: 11:05 a.m., 1:40, 
4:50, 7:40, 10:20 

The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou: 
12:30, 3:50, 7, 9:50 

Meet the Fockers: 11 a.m., 1:45, 4:30, 
7:30, 10:15 

National Treasure: 8:15 

Ocean’s Twelve: 1, 4:10, 7:10, 10 
The Phantom of the Opera: 
11:50 a.m., 3:20, 6:30, 9:40 

The Polar Express: 11:30 a.m., 1:50 
Spanglish: 12:40, 3:40, 6:45, 9:55 


@ MUSEUM OF SCIENCE, Omni The- 
atre (617-723-2500), Science Park, 
Boston. Tickets $7.50, $5.50 for ages 3- 


11 and seniors; Tues.-Wed. at 7 p.m. or | 


later, $5, $3 for ages 3-11 and seniors. 


Adrenaline Rush: The Science of | 


Risk 

Forces of Nature 

Jane Goodall’s Wild Chimpanzees 
Lewis and Clark: Great Journey 
West 


@ NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM, Si- 
mons IMAX Theatre (866-815-IMAX), 
Central Wharf, Boston. Tickets $12, $10 


for ages 3-11 and seniors 
Bugs! In 3D 

Cirque de Soleil 
Galapagos 

Ghosts of the Abyss 
The Matrix Reloaded 
Ocean Wonderland 





| brookline 


@ CHESTNUT HILL (617-277-2500), 


Rte. 9 and Hammond St 
Fat Albert: 11:30 a.m., 
7:15, 9:30 

Flight of the Phoenix: 4:30 
The Incredibles: 11 a.m., 1:50 





1:45, 4:15, 


2900), 168 Alewife Brook Parkway 


Darkness: noon, 2:45, 5:35, 8:15, 
10:50 

Fat Albert: 10:45 am., 1:30, 4:15, 
6:40, 9:30 


Finding Neverland: 1, 3:30, 6, 9 
Flight of the Phoenix: 10 

The Incredibles: 11:30 a.m., 2:15, 5, 
8, 10:40 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events: 11:15 a.m., 1:45, 
4:45, 7:30, 10:15 

Meet the Fockers: 10:30 a.m., 
11:45 a.m., 1:15, 2:30, 4, 5:15, 7, 8:40, 
9:45 

National Treasure: 12:40, 3:45, 7:45, 


10:30 
Ocean’s Twelve: 12:20, 3:10, 6:20, 
9:15 
The Polar Express: 11 a.m., 2, 4:30, 
7:15 


@ HARVARD SQUARE (617-864- 
4580), 10 Church St. 




























TALKING IT OUT II: Leonardo DiCaprio’s Howard Hughes does all the talking to Gwen 
Stefani’s Jean Harlow in The The Aviator at the Boston Common, Fenway, Harvard 
Square, and Circle. 


The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou: 
11:10 a.m., 2, 4:40, 7:20, 10:05 
National Treasure: 7, 9:55 

The Phantom of the Opera: noon, 
3:30, 6:45, 9:45 

Sideways: 1, 4, 7:10, 10 


@ CIRCLE CINEMA (617-566-4040), 
Cleveland Circle. 

The Aviator: 12:10, 4:10, 8 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events: 10:45 a.m., 1:35, 
4:20, 7:10, 10:30 

Ocean’s Twelve: 12:40, 3:50, 7, 9:50, 
10:20 

Meet the Fockers: 10:30 a.m., 
11 am., 1:15, 1:45, 4, 4:30, 6:50, 7:20, 
9:50, 10:20 

The Polar Express: 11:30 a.m., 2:10, 
4:50, 7:30 

Spanglish: 12:15, 3:30, 6:40, 10 


@ COOLIDGE CORNER (617-734- 
2500), 290 Harvard St. 

Bad Education: Fri., 1:30, 4, 6:45; and 
Sat.-Sun., 11:30 a.m.; and Sat.-Thurs., 2, 
4:45, 7:25, 10 

Paper Clips: Sat.-Sun., noon; and Sat.- 
Wed., 2, 4; and Sat.-Thurs., 6, 8 
Sideways: Fri., 11 a.m., 9; and Sat.- 
Thurs., 1:30, 4:30, 7:10, 9:45 
Tarnation: Sat.-Thurs., 9:45 

Looney Tunes Extravaganza: Fri, 
noon 

Chisolm ’72: Fri., 1 

Les choristes/The Chorus: Fri., 2:15 
League of Ordinary Gentlemen: 
Fri., 3 

Travelers and Magicians: Fri., 4:30 
Born into Brothels: Fri., 5 

Dear Frankie: Fri., 7 

Game Over: Kasparov and the Ma- 
chine: Fri.,7 

Merchant of Venice: Fri., 9 

In the Realms of the Unreal: Fri., 9 





___ Cambridge _ 
@ BRATTLE (617-876-6837), 40 Brattle 
St., Harvard Sq. 





Lord of the Rings: The Return of 


the King: Fri., 6:30; and Sun.-Mon., 8; 
and Thurs., 4, 7:45 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship 


of the Ring: Sat., 4:30; and Sun.-Mon., 
1; and Tues., 4, 7:30 

Lord of the Rings: The Two Tow- 
ers: Sat., 8; and Sun.-Mon., 4:30; and 
Wed., 4, 7:30 

Stooge-O-Rama: Fri.-Sat., 2 


@ FRESH POND MALL (617-661- 


The Aviator: 10:30 a.m., 2:10, 6, 9:45 
Closer: 11:30 a.m., 2:50, 6:20, 9:10; 
and Fri., 11:45 

Un long Dimanche de fiangailles/A 
Very Long Engagement: 12:30, 3:40, 
7:20, 10:15; and Fri.-Sat., 12:45 a.m. 
The Phantom of the Opera: 11 a.m., 
2:30, 6:40, 10; and Fri.-Sat., 12:45 a.m 
Spanglish: 11:30 a.m., 2:50, 6:20, 
9:10; and Fri.-Sat., 11:45 

The Rocky Horror Picture Show: 
Sat., midnight 


@ KENDALL SQUARE CINEMA (617- 
499-1996), One Kendall Sq. 

Beyond the Sea: 1:40, 4:20, 7; and 
Fri.-Sun., 11:10 a.m.; and Sat.-Thurs., 
9:40 

Bad Education: 2:05, 4:55, 7:25; and 
Sat.-Sun., 11:35 a.m.; and Sat.-Thurs., 
9:20, 9:55 

Diarios de motocicleta/The Motor- 
cycle Diaries: 1:10, 3:55, 6:40 
House of Flying Daggers: 1:50, 4:30, 
7:10, 9:45; and Sat.-Sun., 11:15 a.m. 
Kinsey: 1:55, 4:40, 7:15; and Sat.-Sun., 
11:30 a.m.; and Sat.-Thurs., 9:50 

The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou: 
1:30, 2:25, 4:20, 5:05, 7:05; and Fri.- 
Sun., 11:45 a.m.; and Sat.-Thurs., 8:10, 
9:50 

Sideways: 1:20, 2:15, 4:05, 5:05, 6:50; 
and Sat.-Sun., 11:25 a.m.; and Sat.- 
Thurs., 8, 9:35 





suburbs | 


@ ARLINGTON, Capitol (781-648- 
4340), 204 Mass. Ave. 

Being Julia: 5:50, 7:55, 10:05 
Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son: 5:25, 7:35, 9:45 

Christmas with the Kranks: 1:20, 
3:25, 5:30, 7:40, 9:50; and Fri.-Sun., 
11:20 a.m. 

I (Huckabees: 1:25, 3:30, 5:35, 7:45, 
9:55; and Fri.-Sun., 11:20 a.m. 

Ray: 1, 3:55, 6:50, 9:40 

The Rugrats Movie: 1:15, 3:20; and 
Fri.-Sun., 11:10 a.m. 

Shark Tale: 1:25, 3:25; and Fri.-Sun., 
11:25 a.m. 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: 1:30, 3:40; and Fri.-Sun., 
11:30 a.m. 

What the #$*! Do We Know!?: 5:40, 
7:50, 10 





@ BRAINTREE, AMC X (781-848- 
1070), South Shore Plaza 

The Aviator: 11:10 a.m., 2:40, 6:15, 
9:50 

Blade: Trinity: 7:25, 10:05 





Christmas with the Kranks: 5 

Fat Albert: 12:30, 2:50, 5:15, 7:35, 10 
Flight of the Phoenix: 1:15, 4:15, 
7:40, 10:15 

The Incredibles: 11 a.m., 1:50, 4:35 
Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events: 11:30 a.m., 2:10, 
4:40, 7:10, 9:45 

The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou: 
12:45, 3:45, 7, 9:40 

Meet the Fockers: 11:05 a.m., 1:45, 
4:50, 7:30, 10:10 

National Treasure: 7:20, 10:15 
Ocean’s Twelve: 12:15, 3:15, 7:05, 
9:55 

The Polar Express: noon, 2:30 
Spanglish: 1, 4, 7:15, 10:10 


@ DEDHAM, Showcase 10 (781-326- 
4955), 950 Providence St. 

Please call for complete bookings and for 
times. 

The Aviator 

Blade: Trinity 

Christmas with the Kranks 

The Darkness 

Fat Albert 

The Incredibles 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events 

The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou 
Meet the Fockers 

Ocean’s Twelve 

The Polar Express 

Spanglish 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie 


@ FRAMINGHAM, AMC XV (508-628- 
4400), 22 Flutie Pass, off Worcester Rd., 
Rte 9 

Beyond the Sea: 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 
10:15 

The Aviator: 11:15 a.m., 3, 6:45, 10:30 
Blade: Trinity: 7:15, 10 

Christmas with the Kranks: 4:15 
Closer: 1:20, 4:20, 7:30, 10 

Fat Albert: 11:45 a.m., 2:30, 5, 8, 10:20 
Finding Neverland: 1:20, 4:20, 7:20, 
9:55 

Flight of the Phoenix: 11:20 a.m., 2, 
4:40, 7:50, 10:20 
The Incredibles: 
4:30 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events: 11 a.m., 1:40, 4:40, 
7:40, 10:10 

The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou: 
11 a.m., 1:45, 4:45, 7:45, 10:30 

Meet the Fockers: 11:15 a.m., 1:30, 
2:15, 4:30, 5:15, 7:30, 8:15, 10:15, 11 
National Treasure: 7:10, 10 
Ocean’s Twelve: 11 a.m., 1:45, 4:45, 
7:45, 10:30 

The Phantom of the Opera: noon, 


11:10 am., 1:45, 


TALKING IT OUT I: Angelina 
Jolie as Queen Olympias has 
a few words of motherly ad- 
vice for Colin Farrell as 
Alexander the Great in 
Alexander at the Copley 
Place. 


3:30, 7, 10:15 
The Polar Express: 11:10 a.m., 1:40 
Spanglish: 12:30, 3:45, 7, 10:10 


@ NEWTON, West Newton Cinema 
(617-964-6060), 1296 Washington St 
Beyond the Sea: 10:50 a.m., 1:15, 4, 
6:30, 9:05 

Being Julia: 1:20 

Diarios de motocicleta/The Motor- 
cycle Diaries: 9:05 

Finding Neverland: 11 a.m., 1:35, 4, 
6:30, 8:55 

Gloomy Sunday: 10:55 a.m., 9:05 
Kinsey: 12:40, 3:15, 6:25, 9 

Paper Clips: 4:15 

Ray: 1:50, 5:05, 8:15 

Shall We Dance?: 1:30, 6:45 

Shark Tale: 11:20 a.m 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: noon 

Vera Drake: 4, 6:35 


@ RANDOLPH, Showcase Cinema (781 

963-5600), Rte. 139 

Please call for complete bookings and for 
times. 

The Aviator 

Blade: Trinity 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason 
Christmas with the Kranks 

Closer 

Fat Albert 

The Incredibles 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events 

The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou 

Meet the Fockers 

National Treasure 

Ocean’s Twelve 

The Phantom of the Opera 

The Polar Express 

Spanglish 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie 


@ REVERE, Showcase Cinema (781- 
286-1660), Rte. 1 and Squire Rd 

Please call for complete bookings and for 
times. 

The Aviator 

Blade: Trinity 

Christmas with the Kranks 

Closer 

Fat Albert 

The Darkness 

The Flight of the Phoenix 

The Incredibles 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events 

The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou 
Meet the Fockers 

National Treasure 

Ocean’s Twelve 

The Phantom of the Opera 

The Polar Express 

Spanglish 


@ SOMERVILLE, Loews Theatres (617- 
628-7000), 35 Middlesex Ave., Assembly 
Sq. Mall 

The Aviator: 11 a.m., 2:30, 6, 9:30 
Blade: Trinity: 11:30 a.m., 2:10, 5, 
7:40, 10:30 

Darkness: 10:30 a.m., 1:10, 4:05, 6:40, 
9:40; and Fri.-Sat., 11:55 

Fat Albert: 10:30 a.m., 12:50, 3:10, 
5:45, 8:25; and Fri.-Sat., 11:05 

Finding Neverland: noon, 2:50, 5:15, 
8, 10:40 

Flight of the Phoenix: 8:10, 10:50 
The Incredibles: 10:40 a.m., 1:20, 
4:40, 7:20, 10:10 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events: 11:10 a.m., 1:40, 
4:30, 7:30, 10:20 

Meet the Fockers: 10:50 a.m., 12:30, 
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1:30, 3:30, 4:20, 6:10, 7:10, 8:55, 9:50 
and Fri.-Sat., 11:20, 12:10 a.m 
National Treasure: 12:40, 3:45, 7, 10 
Ocean’s Twelve: 3:20, 6:26 
9:10; and Fri.-Sat., 11:40 

The Polar Express: 11:40 a.m., 2:20 


5:30 


12:15 


@ SOMERVILLE THEATRE (617-625 
5700), 55 Davis Sq 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son: 5:50. 7:55, 10:05 

Christmas with the Kranks: Mon 

Thurs., 3:05, 5:05, 7:05, 9:25 

Garden State: 3:15, 5:15, 7:15, 9:30; 
and Fri.-Sun., 1:15 

I ¥ Huckabees: 2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 9:45 
and Fri.-Sun., 12:40 

Ray: 4, 7, 9:50; and Fri.-Sun., 1 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: 2:30, 4:10; and Fri.-Sun., 12:50 
Swades: Fri.-Sun., 3, 7 


@ WALTHAM, Embassy Cinema (781 
893-2500), 16 Pine St 

Bad Education: Fri.-Sun., 1:25, 4:40, 
7:10; and Sat.-Sun., 9:50; and Mon 
Thurs., 2:25, 5:05, 7:45 

Closer: Fri.-Sun., 2:35, 4:55, 7:15; and 
Sat.-Sun., 9:35; and Mon.-Thurs., 5:25, 
8:20 

House of Flying Daggers: Fri., 1:45; 
and Fri.-Sun., 4:25, 7; and Sat.-Sun., 
9:40; and Mon.-Thurs., 2:40, 5:20, 8:15 
The Incredibles: Fri.-Sun., noon; and 
Mon.-Thurs., 2:45 

The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou: 
Fri.-Sun., 1, 4:10, 7:05; and Sat.-Sun., 
9:45; and Mon.-Thurs., 2:35, 5:15, 8:10 
Un long Dimanche de fiangailles/A 
Very Long Engagement: 2:15, 5; and 
Sat.-Thurs., 8 

Sideways: Fri.-Sun., 1:15, 4, 6:45; and 
Sat.-Sun., 9:30; and Mon.-Thurs., 2:30, 
5:10, 8:05 


@ WEYMOUTH, Cameo Theater 1 & 2 
(781-335-2777), Columbia Sq., South 
Weymouth 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events: 5:10, 7:30; and Fri 
Sun., 12:30, 2:50; and Fri.-Sat., 9:45 
Sideways: 4, 6:45; and Fri.-Sun., 1:15; 
and Fri.-Sat., 9:20 


@ WOBURN, Showcase (781-933 
5330), Main St., Middlesex Canal Park 
Please call for complete bookings and for 
times 

The Aviator 

Alexander 

Blade: Trinity 

Christmas with the Kranks 

Closer 

Fat Albert 

Finding Neverland 

The Incredibles 

The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou 
National Treasure 

Ocean’s Twelve 

The Phantom of the Opera 

The Polar Express 

Sideways 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie 





film specials 


@ BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (617- 
536-5400), Copley Sq., Boston. Free ad- 
mission 

— “Silence Is Silver: Silent Films from the 
Library of Congress”: A House Divided 
(1913), directed by Alice Guy-Blache, 
and Too Wise Wives (1921), directed 
by Lois Weber, screen Mon., 6:30 

— “Staged Reading and Screening Se- 
ries”: Stranger in the Kingdom 
(1998), directed by Jay Craven, screens 
Thurs., 6:30 


@ MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (617-369- 
3300), 465 Huntington Ave., Boston 
Tickets $9, $8 for students and seniors 
unless otherwise noted 

— First Night Film Program is Fri., 
12:15, 1:30, 2:45, 4 

— “Susan Sontag’s Favorite Japanese 
Films Part II”: The Story of the Last 
Chrysanthemums (1939), directed by 
Kenji Mizoguchi, screens Sun., 
10:45 a.m. High and Low (1963), di- 
rected by Akira Kurosawa, screens Thurs., 
1 

— “Final Screenings”: Notre musique/ 
Our Music (2004), directed by Jean- 
Luc Godard, screens Sun., 1:30; Wed., 8 
Comme si de rien n’etait/As If 
Nothing Had Happened (2003), di- 
rected by Pierre-Olivier Mornas, screens 
Sun., 3:15; Wed., 6 


@ SOUTH BOSTON BRANCH LI- 
BRARY (617-268-0180), 646 East 
Broadway, South Boston. Free admis 
sion 

— “All in Good Fun Adult Film Series” 
The Adventures of Robin Hood 
(1938), directed by Michael Curtiz and 
William Keighley, screens Thurs., 6 








>Capsule Reviews 


A 

***x*xTHE ADVENTURES OF 
ROBIN HOOD (1938). Filmed in 
shiny, storybook Technicolor, this leg- 
endary movie, begun by William 
Keighley and finished by Michael Cur- 
tiz, is to swashbucklers what The Wiz- 
ard of Oz is to musicals. Errol Flynn 
has his ideal role as Robin Hood. “You 
speak treason!” exclaims Maid Mari- 
an (Olivia de Havilland, beautiful as 
a fairy-tale princess) at one point, 
and Flynn, urbane and unflappable, 
quips, “Fluently.” With Basil Rath- 
bone as the wicked Sir Guy of Gis- 
bourne, Alan Hale as Little John, Eu- 
gene Pallette as Friar Tuck, Melville 
Cooper (as full of double takes as a 
defeated silent-comedy villain) as the 
cowardly Sheriff of Nottingham, 
Claude Rains as Prince John, Ian 
Hunter as King Richard, and Una O’- 
Connor and Herbert Mundin, a fine, 
ridiculous match as Bess and Much 
the Miller. Among many classic se- 
quences, perhaps the most memo- 
rable is Robin’s entrance in the midst 
of Prince John’s feast with a stag on 
his shoulder. (102m) Thursday at the 
South Boston Branch Library 

* Xx ALEXANDER (2004). How did 
Alexander the Great manage to con 
quer most of the known world before 


he was 30? Personality, Oliver Stone 
suggests. His Alexander charms 
snakes, horses, women, and, ulti- 


mately, armies. As played by a blond- 


Kk kkk 
kk 
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Superb 
Good 
Middling 


* Bearable 
+ A turkey 





wigged Colin Farrell, he radiates so 
much charisma that almost everyone 
else in the cast seems to be emulating 
his Irish accent. Alexander was also 
groomed for success (and, if he were 
a contemporary man, years of psy- 
chotherapy) by his parents: the 
brutish, drunken, 
king Philip (a scene-stealing Val 
Kilmer) and the scheming, witchy, 
smothering Olympias (Angelina Jolie, 
the only thespian in the film who at- 
tempts a Greek accent). His wife, 
Roxane (Rosario Dawson), is a virtual 
clone of Jolie’s Olympias; nonethe- 
less, he remains closer to no one than 
to boyhood wrestling partner Hep- 
haistion (Jared Leto, in his Jordan 
Catalano mode). That's clear even 
though Stone shoots an explicit sex 
scene with Alexander and Roxane 
while limiting Alexander and Hep- 
haistion to hugs and longing glances. 
Such restraint mars Alexander, which 
is an uncharacteristieally timid and 
tentative piece of filmmaking for 
Stone. For once, he doesn’t dazzle 
with technique but keeps his usual 
acid-trip editing and camera work to 
a minimum. Although there are a 
number of bravura set pieces, partic- 
ularly the two big battle scenes, they 
seem disconnected because of the 
film’s lack of structure. The story’s 
oddly placed flashbacks and abrupt 
jumps back and forth over years’ 
worth of events give the impression 
that Stone is unsure of where he 
wants the tale to go or what point he 
wants to make. Whoever thought 
viewers would long for the old days 
when Stone would hit them over the 
head? (176m) Copley Place, suburbs. 

**x%*1/2 THE AVIATOR (2004). 
Before there was Spielberg, there was 
Howard Hughes, who spent three 
years to make his World War I flying- 
ace extravaganza Hell’s Angels, flew 


PREMIFI 


one-eyed warrior 


around the world in record-breaking 
time, gave flying lessons to Katharine 
Hepburn, and bought TWA. All before 
he was 35. Orson Welles would spot a 
come-uppance on the way, a missing 


Rosebud to account for. But Martin 


Scorsese and. Leonardo DiCaprio 
(who despite having a voice two oc- 
taves higher than Hughes’s grows 
into the part) never go far beyond 
this bio-pic’s opening scene of 
Howard’s young mother tenderly, al- 
most lasciviously, bathing her boy, 
who stands upright, burnished in the 
dusk light, in a big golden basin. That 
image is reflected in Hughes’s many 
relationships. (Scorsese touches on 
just a few, and none of those with 
men.) Cate Blanchett’s Hepburn and 
Kate Beckinsale’s Ava Gardner are 
headstrong and fiercely independent, 
but they rally at once to their man- 
child when, Icarus-like, he starts to 
fall. And fall he does, twice, one crash 
almost comic, the other horrific and 
near-fatal. Then comes the worst fall 
of all, into madness. In the film’s 
most touching moments, Hepburn 
and Gardner comfort him and give 
him strength to emerge, temporarily, 
into sanity again. Because Hughes 
still had work to finish. His break- 
down coincided with that congres- 
sional appearance, when he was 
called to testify before Senator Owen 
Brewster (Alan Alda), a functionary 
of Juan Trippe (Alec Baldwin), head 
of TWAs corporate rival Pan Am. The 
way Hughes pulls himself together to 
rout his foes is as rousing as anything 
in Scorsese’s Raging Bull. He was ac- 
tually a good guy, Howard Hughes. 
He fought against corporate monop- 
oly and against censorship. (His 
struggle to release The Outlaw might 
have gotten more time in the film.) 
And he was also, in his own way, a 
regular joe, dazzled by the glory of 


he ek 


ONE OF THE YEAR’S 10 BEST FILMS!” 
























Bill Owen 





RESTRICTED 


| UNDER 17 REQL WIRES ACCOMPANY YING 
PARENT OR ADULT GUARDIAN 















LANGUAGE, SOME DRUG USE. 
VIOLENCE AND PARTIAL NUDITY 








175 TREMONT ST 1 BROOKLINE AVE 
1-800-FANDANGO #730 17. 424-6266 











OFF FORBES RD., RTE. 37 & 128 RTE. 128 — EXIT 32B 
781-848-1070 781-229-9200 





ENTERTAINMENT TONIGHT 


“FUNNY & FULL OF SURPRISES.” 


-Leonard Maltin 


“BILL MURRAY & OWEN WILSON 
ARE A HILARIOUS COMIC 
COMBO!” 


-Paul Clinton 


USveenty 
“OUTRAGEOUSLY FUNNY!” 


-Theima Adams 
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TOUCHSTONE PICTURES presents an AMERICAN EMPIRICAL PICTURE 
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Sone “Rudd SIMMONS 
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1-800-FANDANGO #734 781-326-4955 


508-628-4400 


“BILL MURRAY’S PERFORMANCE IS A TRIUMPH!” 


-A.O. Scott 
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his life, and by its disastrous end. 
(169m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Harvard Square, Circle, suburbs. 


B 
**xBEING JULIA (2004). W. Som- 
erset Maugham’s pleasant, unpreten- 
tiously minor novel of the 1930s 
British stage, Theatre, has been trans- 
formed into an overwrought, extrava- 


| gantly produced costume drama, with 


Annette Bening miscast in the title 
role. Hungarian filmmaker Istvan 
Szabé and screenwriter Ronald Har- 
wood can’t decide whether their film 
is a screwball comedy about the back- 
stabbing vanity of actors (a la the Car- 


| ole Lombard-starring Twentieth Cen- 
tury and To Be or Not To Be) or a 


touching, tender melodrama (a Bette 
Davis vehicle, perhaps) about a splen- 
did actress losing herself as she fades 
into her 40s. The tone keeps shifting, 
and Bening can’t keep up, especially 


FLICKS 


IN A FLASH 


COMPILED 
BY 
DEIRDRE 
FULTON 


Variety’s Top 10 
for the weekend ending 
12/31/04 


Meet the Fockers 


Fat Albert 


Snicket’s 


A x series of Unfortu- 


nate Events 


LEGEND The Aviator 


A 
—K 
rave review, 
a gem; 


mixed 
response, 
crap shoot; 


Ocean’s Twelve 


Darkness 


/ The Polar Express 
Spanglish 


The Life Aquatic 
with Steve Zissou 


The Phantom 
of the Opera 


Robert 
De Niro 


Ben 
Stiller 


where she’s required to be brittle and 
funny. The story has London leading 
lady Julia Lambert, who’s been mar- 
ried forever to the handsome but pas- 
sionless Michael (Jeremy Irons), 
falling hard, against her better judg- 
ment, for a young American who has 
little interest in serious romance. The 
distraught Julia plots revenge against 
this womanizer, and that sets up a 
hideous last act in which her devious, 
neurotic one-upmanship is cheered on 
by the manipulative filmmakers like 
Republican delegates stomping for 
George W. (105m) West Newton, Ar- 

lington Capitol. 

BEYOND THE SEA (2004). Ted 

Drozdowski’s review is on page 8. 
(121m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Kendall, suburbs. 

*1/2 BLADE: TRINITY (2004). 
Vampire hunter Blade (Wesley Snipes) 
faces his toughest adversary yet in 
this third and final installment (here’s 
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Dustin 
Hoffman 


hoping) of the series that has yielded 
diminishing returns since Stephen 
Norrington’s 1998 adaptation of Mar- 
vel Comics’ Blade became a sleeper 
hit. Misdirected by series scribe David 
S. Goyer, Blade: Trinity is Blade versus 
the media. Or is it Blade versus the 
homeland-securing federal govern- 
ment? From the myriad threats teased 
(only to be forgotten) in the decep- 
tively promising opening scenes 
emerges a rare instance of wit. Vam- 
pire Danica Talos (Parker Posey, 
preening as she makes fun of her dia- 
logue) leads an expedition to Iraq, 
where she uncovers the ultimate 
WMD: Dracula. Savor the moment: 
“Drake” (Dominic Purcell), as he’s 
called, is no more threatening than 
your average club-garbed Eurotrash. 
Series newcomers Jessica Biel and 
Ryan Reynolds promise a transfusion 
of new blood to the undead undertak- 
ings as Abigail the archer and wise-ass 
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Meet the Rockers 


UNIVERSAL PICTURES ano DREAMWORKS PICTURES present A TRIBECA / EVERYMAN PICTURES proouction 
AJAY ROACH fim ROBERT DENIRO BEN STILLER DUSTIN HOFFMAN ao BARBRA STREISAND “MEET THE FOCKERS' 
e= BLYTHE DANNER TERI POLO Sy RANDY NEWMAN oe ow initio sr GREG GLIENNA & MARY RUTH CLARKE 
ARPS? EAAREANDe] padbucers NANCY TENENBAUM AMY SAYRES "°°" sY JANE ROSENTHAL ROBERT DENIRO JAY ROACH 
reo ee ST JIM HERZFELD ano MARC HYMAN S***r JIM HERZFELD ano JOHN HAMBURG °*" JAY = 
DREAMWORKS [PG-13/P0000s STRONY CAUTINED ED] womnecttatenters com AUNIVERSAL PICTURE univigsat 


Be |i e for Children Under 13 


CRUDE AND SEXUAL HUMOR, 
LANGUAGE AND A BRIEF DRUG REFERENCE | « For rating reasons, go to www.fimratings.com 


“Free Movie Ticxet To See "Meet Tae Focxers” Wwe You Buy The New "Meer The Parevts” Bonus Eorrion DVD 


*Free movie ticket is for one adult admission valued up to $10.50 valid from 12/22/04 to 01/09/05 at participating theatres 
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ex-vampire Hannibal King, who make 
up the other two thirds of the title 
trio. Alas, Snipes sleepwalks through 
his role as a “daywalker,” and their ef- 
forts clot on this Blade. (105m) Boston 
Common, Fenway, suburbs 

**xBRIDGET JONES: THE EDGE 
OF REASON (2004). The gang’s all 
back for this Beeban Kidron-directed 
sequel, in which we find out whether 
the path of true Bridget love can run 
smooth. Renée Zellweger packed on 
the pounds again, and though she 
finally looks healthy, shots of her ass 
from the most unflattering perspec- 
tives abound, and she’s squeezed into 
clothes that would have fit her stick 


»version. Yet in spite of obsessing over 


her physique, Bridget once again has 
Mark (Colin Firth) and the dashing 
but immature Daniel (played with rel- 
ish by Hugh Grant) fighting over her, 
with Daniel happily exploiting the 
problems that Bridget and Mark soon 
run into. Bridget makes a fool of her- 
self in all manner of social situations, 
and her insecurities eventually sabo- 
tage her relationship. She’s-an ex- 
treme version of all our fears about 
ourselves, and that’s supposed to be 
reassuring — if she can find love, who 
can’t? But the character is still a car- 
toon, so real life never enters the pic- 
ture. (108m) Copley Place, Somerville 
Theatre, Arlington Capitol, suburbs 


C 
@CHRISTMAS WITH’ THE 
KRANKS (2004). Arriving like a 
lump of coal, director Joe Roth’s 
Christmas with the Kranks shares a 
central conceit with the recent Ben 
Affleck vehicle Surviving Christmas. 
That is, it’s monumentally awful. 
Based on John Grisham’s 2001 best- 
seller Skipping Christmas, which in- 
volves a married couple’s vain attempt 
to boycott the holidays, the title was 
changed (to avoid just comparison 
with Affleck’s film) to the more ho- 
mogenized one it now bears. This, 
courtesy of equally homogeneous 
screenwriter Chris Columbus, who's 
unable to resist grafting elements 


from his Home Alone films (bumbling 
burglars, treacle) onto the Grisham 
blueprint. If this were a sit-com 
(which it resembles, thanks to the 
broad, directionless performances of 
leads Tim Allen and Jamie Lee Cur- 
tis), it would face quick cancellation. 
Skip this Christmas. (94m) Somerville 
Theatre, Arlington Capitol, suburbs. 

* CLOSER (2004). People may have 
deemed Jude Law the sexiest man of 
the year, but he’s no match for Clive 
Owen in Mike Nichols’s glib and 
phony Closer, a Carnal Knowledge for 
an age that no longer knows what ei- 
ther of those words means. Law’s Dan 
is the “writer” (he pens obits and is a 
struggling novelist no less) in a quar- 
tet of intercoupling, metaphorically 
schematic stereotypes who talk a lot 
about sex and truth but show little 
comprehension of or interest in either. 
Owen's Larry is the “doctor” (a der- 
matologist! as in “skin deep?”); 
rounding out the team are Julia 
Roberts as Anna, the “photographer” 
who, in the words of Alice, “the strip- 
per” played by Natalie Portman 
(prancing in Victoria’s Secret skivvies 
and the pink wig from Ken Russell's 
Crimes of Passion), makes pictures of 
sad strangers look beautiful so we can 
feel reassured about life. Nichols and 
screenwriter Patrick Marber (adapting 
his own play) try to make beautiful 
faces look like sad strangers to reas- 
sure us about our sophistication, but 
only Owen brings truth to dialogue 
like “I’m a cave man!”, “Have you 
seen a heart? It looks like a fist cov- 
ered in blood!”, and “Thank you for 
your honesty. Now fuck off and die.” 
Nichols tarts up the staginess with a 
breezily achronological narrative and 
motifs involving aquariums and smok- 
ing, but Closer is too closed for dis- 
comfort. (103m) Boston Common, 
Fenway, Harvard Square, Embassy, 
suburbs 

** COMME SI DE RIEN N’ETAIT/ 
AS IF NOTHING HAD HAPPENED 
(2003). Instead of on ice rinks and in 
Harvard Yard, this French Love Story 
takes place on the set of a Paris stage. 


Scatty theater director Thomas 
(Pierre-Olivier Mornas, who also 
wrote and directed the film), falls for 
Alix (Alice Carel, who resembles a 
fuller-cheeked Sissy Spacek) and casts 
her as the lead role in his play only to 
learn that she’s been diagnosed with a 
hereditary brain tumor. Alix doesn't 
know he knows, and the film deals 
less with her disease than with the 
progress of the play and the pair’s 
giddy love for each other. Mornas just 
does sidestep maudlin over-sentimen- 
tality; the weepiest scenes take place 
primarily in rehearsal, and art and life 
do tend to blur there toward the end. 
But Alix feels half-drawn; she’s more a 
love-object actress than a living-dying 
woman. When she eventually ex- 
plains to Thomas how her father died, 
he responds, “Let’s fuck. Let’s fuck.” In 
the end, the show must go on, and it 
does, almost as if nothing had hap- 
pened. In French with English subti- 
tles. (97m) Sunday and Wednesday at 
the Museum of Fine Arts. 


D 
**x Darkness (2002). The premise 
may be silly and derivative, but 
Jaume Balaguerdé’s horror-thriller 
does have its moments of beauty and 
terror. The ghost story centers on a 
Spanish villa where, during a lunar 
eclipse, six children disappeared. A 
seventh survived, but the mystery 
went unsolved. Forty years later, on 
the eve of the next eclipse, an Ameri- 
can family takes up residence in the 
house. So it’s no surprise when the fa- 
ther, Mark (a roguish Iain Glen), 
starts having seizures and fits of rage. 
Then there are the odd marks on the 
neck of his son, Paul (Stephan En- 
quist), and the inexplicable power 
outages. Throughout the slow sim- 
mer, the daughter, Regina (Anna 
Paquin), is the only one to note the 
connection between these odd events. 
By the time the darkness comes and 
the creepies venture forth, all sub- 
tleties give way to the requisite pulp. 
Also with With Lena Olin and Gian- 
carlo Giannini. (102m) Copley Place, 
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*DIARIOS DE MOTOCICLETA/ 
THE MOTORCYCLE DIARIES 
(2004). Those who remember 
Ernesto “Che” Guevara — who was 
killed in 1967 by rightists aided by the 
CIA — as a fierce, uncompromised, 
Marxist revolutionary will be 
mortified by this lollipop-land bio-pic 
from Brazilian director Walter Salles 
(Central do Brasil). Fidel Castro’s com- 
patriot is depicted as a shy Argentine 
med student who on a post-college 
1952 road trip with a biochemist 
buddy “learns” that it’s a rotten world 
out there and that poor people are 
neglected. It’s the social conscience of 
a Peace Corps volunteer, not of the 
far-left militant who in Cuba would 
bring down Fulgencio Batista’s gov- 
ernment. The middle-class audience 
Salles wants to attract would be 
scared off by any truly radical (and 
more true-to-life) portrayal, so the di- 
rector gives us a depoliticized, pictur- 
esque movie with “Che” played sweet- 
ly by Mexico’s art-house pin-up, Gael 
Garcia Bernal (Y tu mamd también), 
and the South America traversed by 
Guevara and Alberto Grenado (Rodri- 
go de la Serna) as a topographic di- 
version. Such beauty! And the Peo- 
ple? They remain the primitive Other, 
Indians without voice waiting for lib- 
eration from our white-guy movie he- 
roes. Do you believe young “Che” 
swimming a river to be with his leper- 
colony friends? Then you’ve been 
smitten by this bogus-to-the-core 
movie. In Spanish with English subti 
tles. (128m) Kendall Square, West 
Newton 


F 
* x FAT ALBERT (2004). The popu- 
lar 70s Saturday-morning cartoon 
created and voiced by Bill Cosby leaps 
to the big screen. Beckoned by the 
tears of Doris (Kyla Pratt), a melan- 
choly teen who’s lost her grandfather 
and not been invited to the big high- 
school party, Fat Albert and his gang 
of misfits jump (from cable reruns) 
through the TV and into the material 


world. Albert’s mission is to find Doris 
some friends, but meanwhile, back in 
toon land, bullies lay siege to the re- 
mainder of his crew in their junkyard 
hangout. The running joke, besides 
Albert as a super-sized spectacle in a 
weight-conscious society, is that the 
boys are still stuck in the ’70s. Con- 
frontations with cell phones and the 
Internet, never mind rap music, pro- 
vide easy laughs. As Albert, Kenan 
Thompson of Saturday Night Live is 
wrapped in gobs of padding, and he 
captures the “Hey, hey, hey,” spirit of 
the genial fat kid with a can-do atti- 
tude. Otherwise, the direction by Joel 
Zwick (My Big Fat Greek Wedding) and 
the rest of the film, including Cosby’s 
sentimental appearance, is a thin bit 
of nostalgia. (93m) Boston Common, 
Fenway, Fresh Pond, Chestnut Hill, sub- 
urbs. 

**1/2 FINDING NEVERLAND 
(2004). J.M. Barrie, author most no- 
tably of Peter Pan, decided to take his 
brother's place when David Barrie 
died in a skating accident at age 13 
To please his mother, he wore David's 
clothes and spoke like him, and he 
never developed into adolescence. 
Marc Foster’s film refers to none of 
this; neither does it suggest that Bar 
rie’s preoccupation with children and 
his dogged “innocence” were anything 
less than wholesome. Some viewers 
are going to wonder why strapping 
Johnny Depp as Barrie is abandoned 
without explanation by his wife, and 
why he then hangs around the park, 
hits on the underage Llewelyn Davies 
kids, worms his way into the graces of 
their mom (Kate Winslet), and devel- 
ops their cloyingly rendered pirate 
fantasies into the 1911 hit that saves 
his theatrical career. Winslet does not 
bare her breast (a first) leaving the 
eternally young Julie Christie to heat 
up the screen as her disapproving 
mother. The play is still magical 
when Peter begs the audience to clap 
if they believe, many in the movie au- 
dience will. (101m) Fenway, Copley 
Place, Fresh Pond, West Newton, sub- 
urbs. 





“FIRST NIGHT FILM PRO- 
GRAM.” This 45-minute collection of 
“short, crowd-pleasing films and 
videos” will run four times on Decem 
ber 31 as part of First Night; you'll 
need a First Night button (on sale at 
the box office) to get in. Friday at the 
Museum of Fine Arts 

**1/2 FLIGHT OF THE 
PHOENIX (2004). In this honorable 
but inferior remake of Robert Aldrich’s 
1965 survival saga, the desert in 
which the ill-fated plane crashes has 
been moved from the Sahara to the 
Gobi, but there’s still the oil-rig out- 
post and the marauding nomads. Per- 
haps the biggest change is the role of 
Frank Towns, the airplane captain and 
de facto leader of the marooned party 
In the original, he was played by 
Jimmy Stewart with cantankerous 
righteousness; here we get (a ripped) 
Dennis Quaid as a worry wart with 
control issues. It makes for greater 
tension early on, but the B-list actors 
can't match Aldrich’s ensemble cast, 
which boasted Richard Attenborough, 
Peter Finch, and Ernest Borgnine 
Most ill-fitting is Giovanni Ribisi as 
the airplane designer at odds with 
Towns — Hardy Kriiger’s 1965 per- 
formance is hard to beat. This Phoenix 
does have its moments, though, and 
the direction by John Moore (Behind 
Enemy Lines) is taut and puts the cine- 
matic advances of the past four 
decades to good use. Like the recon- 
structed plane of the title, it takes off, 
but it doesn’t soar. (112m) Copley 
Place, Fenway, Fresh Pond, Chestnut 
Hill, suburbs 

G 

**xGARDEN STATE (2004). First 
time feature director Zach Braff’s sar 
donic melodrama follows the odyssey 
of a young man returning home to 
small-town New Jersey to bury his 
mother after a nine-year absence. At 
first, Andrew Largeman (played by 
Braff, who resembles a young John 
Travolta) seems a zombie, unmoved 
at the funeral and distant from his 
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IN STORES NOW 


***x* UN CHIEN ANDALOU (Facets Video). Luis Buftuel made his 
debut, collaborating with his then pal Salvador Dali, with this short sur- 
realist movie, one of the key succés de scandale of film history. The use of 
film to effect the odd, jarring, dreamlike juxtapositions Dali was creating 
on canvas disturbed and disoriented audiences almost as much as the 
film’s violence and horror (two of the more infamous images: the slashing 
of the eyeball; the maggots eating away at a living man’s hand). But the 
greatest shock was the filmmakers’ renegade wit; they could first conceive 
of an image of almost primal horror and then laugh at it. The movie is 
still shocking, and still funny. With Pierre Catcheff, Simone Mareuil, 
Jaime Miravilles, Bufiuel as the man wielding the razor, and Dali as the 
priest. We don’t know what else is on this DVD-only release, but given the 
length of Un chien andalou, we'd expect plenty of extras, including some 
debate over whether the title is a thinly veiled reference to Andalusian 
poet Federico Garcia Lorca. (silent/b&w/17m) 


***1/2 OPEN WATER (Lions Gate). Chris Kentis’s sardonic and 
coldly existential thriller finds bickering couple Susan (Blanchard Ryan) 
and Daniel (Daniel Travis) off on a last-minute (because of her job) is- 
land package vacation. They try to salvage their holiday with a little 
scuba diving, but they’re so happy frolicking among the angelfish and the 
moray eels that they overstay their allotted time and surface to find the 
boat not where it’s supposed to be. What starts as a mere annoyance 
turns into the seven stages of a sinking relationship. At first, Daniel takes 
charge and is rational and encouraging. Then the jellyfish pay a call, and 
then the sharks, and then Daniel drops his knife. Next come recrimina- 
tions, resignation, and, finally, a reforged, primal bond that almost vindi- 
cates the power of love. Unknowns Ryan and Travis are stars in the mak- 
ing, and whenever the film verges on platitudes, its uncompromising 
starkness saves it. And though Kentis dithers over why the couple got left 
behind, that’s a red herring: Susan and Daniel were bound to end up 
there anyway, with nobody to blame, and, if lucky, someone to embrace, 
barely afloat in a sea full of monsters. (79m) 


**x*x ANCHORMAN: THE LEGEND OF RON BURGUNDY (Dream- 
Works). The concept — a puerile 1970s local-evening-news team threat- 
ened by the station’s first female reporter — is solid, and the non-stop 
silly jokes and bits recall the Zucker-Abrahams-Zucker brand of humor in 
that they keep coming and show no regard for reality. So even if many of 
the film’s individual characters aren’t worth remembering an hour after 
you see the movie, Anchorman is almost always hilarious. Will Ferrell 
wrote the script with director Adam McKay, a former Saturday Night Live 
head writer, and his dorky lothario character, head anchorman Ron Bur- 
gundy, is full of endearingly smarmy lines, like his signature on-air sig- 
noff: “You stay classy, San Diego.” Christina Applegate, Paul Rudd, Fred 
Willard, The Daily Show’s Steve Carell, and David Koechner help out, and 
there are plenty of cameos. (91m) 


** 1/2 CONFIDENCES TROP INTIMES/INTIMATE STRANGERS 
(Paramount). Another investigation into the anomie of middle-aged 
men from Patrice Leconte, this one focusing on William (Fabrice Luchini), 
a lonely tax attorney. Into William’s office walks Anna (a deglamorized 
Sandrine Bonnaire), her frustration worn on the droopy sleeves of her 
sweater. Anna has made a mistake: she thinks William's office is a psy- 
choanalyst’s. Too flustered to correct her mistake, he allows her to launch 
into a recital of her marital woes. A couple of sessions later comes the in- 
evitable question: who’s analyzing whom? Luchini, who'll be familiar to 
some from his work with Eric Rohmer, is subtle and endearing, like Jean 
Rochefort in Leconte 2003 movie, The Man on the Train. Neither an argu- 
ment for marriage nor against single life, Confidences trop intimes gets 
better as it goes along, especially when Anna’s Timothy Carey—esque hus- 
band shows up in William’s office. It’s too bad that Leconte chose to move 
his camera in early-’90s focus-finding style, as if this were an American 
TV cop drama instead of the icy Chabrolian mystery it is. The ending is 
fanciful, the kind of conclusion associated more with films like The 
Bourne Identity than with Hitchcock. In French with English subtitles. 
(104m) 


**1/2 GHOST IN THE SHELL 2: INNOCENCE (DreamWorks). If 
you didn’t see the first Ghost in the Shell, you'll be lost in Innocence. 
Shells refer to human, cyborg, or android vessels; ghosts are the personae 
that inhabit them. Each configuration has an “e-brain” plugged into the 
Internet. The notion might conjure up Matrix comparisons, though 
Mamoru Oshii’s initial cyberpunk anime (based on a long-existing 
manga) hit the screen in 1995, four years before The Matrix dazzled audi- 
ences. The action takes place in post-World War III Tokyo, where the 
cityscape is a dreamy water-colored Gotham that conjures Blade Runner 
And as in Blade Runner, a synthetic being has perpetrated a slew of mur- 
ders. Rogue cyborg Bateau (voiced by Akio Otsuka) and his reluctant 







partner Togusa (Kéichi Yamadera), minor characters in the first film, are 
the cops on the case. Gone, and sorely missing here, is the Major, the 
half-naked fembot with the sangfroid of a Terminator. (If you're strug- 
gling with the imagery, just think Aeon Flux or Heavy Metal.) A lot of ar- 
cane information spews across the screen (the subtitles exacerbate mat- 
ters), and at times, the blur between cyber-reality and reality is hard to 
discern, but Oshii’s visual artistry is so hypnotic and original, it'll res- 
onate even with those who aren’t in the know. In Japanese with English 
subtitles. (100m) 


** 1/2 WICKER PARK (MGM). Paul McGuigan’s film is a thriller with- 
out many thrills. No crimes, other than perhaps breaking and entering, 
are committed, and no one is ever in any real danger. The film belongs 
more to the crazy-person-who-messes-up-the-life-of-the-protagonist 
genre, and after McGuigan (Gangster No. 1) dispenses with a veneer of 
high-mindedness, it turns into trashy fun. Josh Hartnett’s Matthew is a 
Chicago investment banker who skips out of an important business trip 
when he thinks he’s spotted Lisa (Diane Kruger), the “true love” who left 
him two years ago without a word. Much of the film is taken up with 
Matthew’s search for Lisa — indeed, this relentless mission defines the 
character more than any personality traits. Flashbacks to their relation- 
ship, plot misdirection, and some lame Hollywood banter fill the film’s 
first half before the craziness unravels. Still, Matthew always seems 
worth caring about, thanks to the unfailingly nice and sincere vibe Hart- 
nett gives off. And you could say that Kruger, who played Helen in Troy, 
launches a thousand plaintive stares from Hartnett. (115m) 


* * CODE 46 (MGM). Maybe you need to knock back a couple of Colt 
45s to appreciate Michael Winterbottom’s Code 46, or maybe a shot of a 
“Coherence Virus” would help. The film’s dystopic future offers “viruses” 
— biotechnical aids — for every other mood, psychological need, cogni- 
tive requirement, or plot development, so why not one for simple clarity? 
But who knows what the side effects might be? William (Tim Robbins), 
an investigator into forged and stolen “papelles,” the passports and iden- 
tity cards of the future, takes an “empathy virus” to help him with his 
work. The suspect says one thing about himself or herself and William in- 
tuits the person’s whole life story. On the other hand, he might also fall in 
love, as he does with Maria (Samantha Morton), the case he is currently 
working on in a Blade Runner-like polyglot Shanghai. Or does he fall in 
love because they share the same DNA from some unknown previous ge- 
netic hanky-panky? If so, they are in violation of Code 46, the anti-incest 
law of this mulligan stew of a future. Winterbottom takes cues from that 
ancient detective Oedipus (the all-powerful corporation here is Sphinx), 
and he blurs cultures, landscapes, and languages into a surreal, some- 
times beautiful, and often confusing brave new world. But Sophocles got 
it right when he relied on fate rather than viruses. (93m) 


** GARDEN STATE (Fox). First-time feature director Zach Braff’s sar- 
donic melodrama follows the odyssey of a young man returning home to 
small-town New Jersey to bury his mother after a nine-year absence. At 
first, Andrew Largeman (played by Braff, who resembles a young John 
Travolta) seems a zombie, unmoved at the funeral and distant from his 
father (an underused Ian Holm). It turns out he’s been on a steady diet of 
Lithium since the age of nine. In LA, his acting career has produced one 
notable role, that of a mentally disabled quarterback in a made-for-TV 
movie; it’s enough to win the respect of his former classmates back home 
and the attentions of a troubled waif (a bright-eyed Natalie Portman) 
with whom he creates a romantic spark. But it’s Andrew’s reunion with 
Mark (Peter Sarsgaard, who was so good in Breaking Glass), his child- 
hood buddy, that provides the key to his redemption. Now a gravedigger, 
Mark escorts his old friend into the seamy depths of the New Jersey 
night. Braff (TV’s Scrubs) demonstrates a weird visual flair, but his smug 
script collapses into contrivance before Andrew touches bottom. (109m) 


** WIMBLEDON (Universal). Working Title, the company that 
brought us Four Weddings and a Funeral and now serves up Richard Lon- 
craine’s Wimbledon, can be depended on for films with an affable, low- 
key charm. Here, Paul Bettany stars as the charming but hapless Peter 
Colt, an aging tennis pro whose brushes with greatness have always 
found him choking at the last minute. Making his final appearance on the 
green lawn at Wimbledon (so why didn’t this film come out in June?), he 
meets Lizzie Bradbury, who’s played by Kirsten Dunst as a kind of Ameri- 
can Maria Sharapova. She’s on her way up, he’s on his way down; then 
their affair rekindles his love of tennis and he actually starts to win. 
Dunst and Bettany are both appealing enough, but Dunst in particular 
seems lost in her role as an aggressive athlete, and Bettany, in his first 
starring role, is confined to returning the easy lobs of romantic-comedy 
clichés. It’s all enjoyable enough, but you may not care whether they win 
or lose. (100m) 


* RESIDENT EVIL: APOCALYPSE (Columbia TriStar). The first 
Resident Evil was one of the best cinematic adaptations of a video game 
ever. Resident Evil: Apocalypse is one of the worst sequels. It takes place 
immediately after the first film, with the dreaded T-virus escaping the 
confines of the Umbrella Corporation’s headquarters and infecting all of 
Raccoon City. The resulting zombie Armageddon is disappointing, to 
say the least — the same ground was covered to much greater effect in 
this year’s remake of Dawn of the Dead. First-time director Alexander 
Witt is content to supply quick cuts of incomprehensible motion instead 
of lingering shots of the undead horde; any suspense he attempts to 
create is quickly supplanted by histrionics. This is a movie where it’s 
not enough to have an eight-foot-tall super-zombie called the Nemesis 
prowling the streets. No, in Resident Evil: Apocalypse, the Nemesis must 
also wield a rocket launcher. Milla Jovovich, who returns from the orig- 
inal, sounds as if she were reading her lines off a Teleprompter, and it 
says something that the most engaging character is the wacky black guy 
whose job is to look confused and say, “Daaamn!” The film gets a bonus 
point for the impressive Nemesis make-up, but that’s hardly enough to 
salvage a screenplay more brain-dead than the ghouls stalking the 
streets of Raccoon City. (94m) 
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plore the hulk. Two high-definition 
underwater remote-operated video 
cameras were specially created for the 
film and maneuvered within the ship’s 
wreckage to reveal hidden treasures of 
the luxury liner, such as the undam- 
aged stained-glass windows in the 
dining room and a glass and carafe in- 
tact upon a shelf in a cabin. Such de- 
tails are haunting, unlike the phony 
“ghost” passengers and crew superim- 
posed over the underwater images or 
Paxton’s blithering and self-important 
voiceover narration. As for the 3-D el- 
ement, it’s mostly a gimmick and dis- 
traction and is only briefly used. The 
underwater exploratory technology is 
the real deal here but is only cursorily 
explained; it deserves a documentary 
of its own without Cameron’s bells 
and whistles. (59m) New England 


Aquarium. 
**1/2 GLOOMY SUNDAY: EIN | 
LIED VON LIEBE UND TOD 


(1999). Rolf Schiibel’s film is in- 
spired by a 1930s American song that 
allegedly drove people to suicide. A 
few years back, Laszl6 (Joachim 
Krol), the Jewish owner of the Restau- 
rant Szabd, saved the life of Hans 


(Ben Becker) after Hans had thrown | 


himself into the Danube. Hans was 
heartbroken because Ilona (Erika 
Marozsan), the beautiful woman Las- 
zl6 now shares with his pianist, An- 
dras, had rejected him. Hans (Ben 
Becker) has returned to Budapest re- 
splendent in his SS uniform, but he 
proves less than grateful as the lovers’ 
fragile ménage contends with the 
Third Reich. In their favor, perhaps, is 
the title tune, which in this fanciful 
version of the actual story is com- 
posed by Andras. He was the Marilyn 
Manson of his day, for the song be- 
came a worldwide hit, inspiring, so 


the legend goes, countless suicides | 


around the world. (Billie Holiday’s 
version is like a beckoning revolver at 
4 a.m.) Schiibel’s film doesn’t quite 
live up to the song, though its mo- 
ments of near-farcical melodrama (the 
opening scene, for one) are tempered 
by a tone of sardonic irony and wistful 
weltschmerz. In German with English 
subtitles. (114m) West Newton. 


H 

HIGH AND LOW (1963). Chris Fu- 
jiwara’s review is on page 7. In Japan- 
ese with English subtitles. (144m) 
Thursday at the Museum of Fine Arts. 

**x%*x*xHOUSE OF FLYING DAG- 
GERS (2004). The successor to 
Zhang Yimou’s less-than-satisfying 
Hero is as brilliant in its conception 
and its cohesion as it is in its produc- 
tion numbers, and more convincing in 
its emotional power. In 10th-century 
China, a corrupt central empire strug- 
gles to maintain its tyrannical grip. 


The Empire has killed the leader of | 


the House of Flying Daggers, but Leo 
(Andy Lau Tak Wah), captain of a 
local squadron of deputies, tells his 
subordinate Jin (Takeshi Kaneshiro), 


the medieval Chinese equivalent of | 


James Bond, that an unknown new 
leader has arisen and that Jin must go 
undercover to seek him, or her, out. 
Their lead is Mei (Zhang Ziyi, who as 
Zhang’s new muse succeeding Gong 
Li seems to have inspired him to a 
new level of achievement), a blind 
dancehall girl at the Peony Pavilion. 
Leo tests her credentials by insisting 
she play “the echo game,” a Busby 
Berkley-like extravaganza involving 
pebbles and drums and a mile-long 
scarf. The function of color in this film 


is more subtle and rigorous than the 


color coding that Yimou use in the | 


Chinese-box structure of Hero. As Jin 
progressively limits his choices and 
defines his identity in the course of 
acting on his loyalties and his desires, 
the film’s palette diminishes, until in 
the end the white of a universal snow- 
fall prevails, and an image out of 
Robert Altman’s McCabe & Mrs. Miller. 
The resolution might be a little disap- 
pointing in terms of its mystery, but as 
an emotional and even spiritual expe- 
rience, the film lingers, gleeful and 
melancholy. The victor in the bamboo 
duel is unimportant; the beauty is all, 
and that too must fade to white. In 
Mandarin with English subtitles. A 
Sony Classics release (119m) Boston 
Common, Kendall Square, Embassy, 
suburbs. 


I 
*x*x*xI ¥Y HUCKABEES (2004). 
David O. Russell's film has the coinci- 
dence-haunted Albert Markovski 
(Jason Schwartzman) discovering in a 





borrowed jacket the business card of 
“existential detectives” Bernard 
(Dustin Hoffman) and Vivian (Lily 
Tomlin) Jaffe, a kind of Nick and Nora 
Charles for the new age, and signing 
on with the duo: Vivian will follow his 
every move and find the missing links 
in his external life, whereupon 
Bernard will dissolve those external 
links altogether, reconnecting Albert 
with the “blanket,” the oneness un- 
derlying all phenomena, including 
that of Albert’s illusory ego. He’s not 
their only client, of course: nihilist 
fireman Tommy (Mark Wahlberg 
demonstrating what a skilled comic 
actor he is) has latched onto the dark 
side of the Jaffes’ Buddha Lite philos- 
ophy as pitched by Jaffe apostate 
Caterine Vauban (a gelid Isabelle 
Huppert). And in addition to Tommy 
and Albert, who might represent the 
id and the superego, there’s Brad 
Stand (Jude Law, doing a scintillating 
impression of an actor in a Howard 
Hawks screwball comedy), Albert’s 
nemesis, the rising, ruthless star of the 
all-consuming Huckabees corpora- 
tion, and the glib, shining embodi- 
ment of ego. Between that wasteland 
and the equally vapid void of second- 
hand satori pitched by the Jaffes and 
Caterine, Russell stakes out a turf of 
non-sequiturs, rapid-fire ephemera, 
and childlike delight in the sheer in- 
sanity of being. He doesn’t make a 
case for saving the world or, for that 
matter, giving it up altogether. Still, in 
typographical terms at least, he chal- 
lenges audiences to grasp the mean- 
ing, and appreciate the comedy, of 
that elusive concept ¥. (107m) 
Somerville Theatre, Arlington Capitol. 

**x*xTHE INCREDIBLES (2004). 
Pixar, the animation studio behind 
Toy Story and Finding Nemo, adds to 
its laurels and then some with this 
tale of a family of costumed 
crimefighters. Writer/director Brad 
Bird’s witty take on the domestic lives 
of superheroes is set in a cheery, post- 
modern society where frivolous litiga- 
tion (collateral damage and personal 
injury) against superheroes had be- 
come so rampant that the heroes — 
much like the mutants in X-Men — 
were legally required to suppress their 
superpowers and fit in with every- 
body else. As the film opens, it’s 15 
years later: Mr. Incredible (Craig T. 
Nelson), now plain old Bob Part, has 
traded his six-pack for a beer gut and 
is pushing a pencil at an insurance 
company, and his wife, Elastigirl 
(Holly Hunter), now Helen Parr, has 
become a stay-at-home mom super- 
vising a rambunctious trio of super- 
charged children. Sick of the mun- 
dane malaise of suburbia, Bob puts on 


his Mr. Incredible tights and joins his 


former sidekick, Frozone (Samuel L. 
Jackson), in parlaying their bowling 
night into an opportunity to revive 
their superhero escapades. One thing 
leads to another, and without telling 
Helen, Bob accepts an invitation to a 
remote island to battle a peevish 


megalomaniac (Jason Lee) and his | 
omnipotent tiber-bot. Mr. Incredible | 


proves not as incredible as he used to 


be, and an angry Helen and the kids | 


have to bail him out. Sure, the world 


hangs in the balance, but it’s the 


adult-savvy everyday dynamic be- 
tween Bob and Helen that saves the 
day. (115m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Fresh Pond, Chestnut Hill, Embassy, 
suburbs. 


K 
*&**1/2 KINSEY (2004). Bill Con- 
don’s biography of the landmark in- 
vestigator into male and female sexu- 
al behavior takes us back to a child- 
hood and youth oppressed by illness 
and by a father (John Lithgow as a de- 
lightful grotesque) determined to im- 
pose on him his own haughty, intoler- 
ant, fundamentalist image. Alfred Kin- 
sey (Liam Neeson) rebels, turning 
from religion and his father’s plans for 
him to become an engineer and tak- 
ing up instead biology and atheism. 
Enlightened scientist though he is, 
however, he’s a virgin when he finally 
weds his wife, “Mac” (Laura Linney), 
and their catastrophic ignorance leads 
to one of the film’s many “eureka!” 
moments: why not apply scientific 
method to the study of sex? A lot of 
lecturing goes on here, a necessity 
mitigated by the sublime Neeson, who 
can come off as both geek and lion in 
the same scene. And for a film about 
sex, Kinsey boasts some of the year’s 
least erotic scenes. Somewhat joyless- 
ly in this movie, Kinsey practiced 





what he preached, and he insisted 
that his staff do likewise. Clyde Mar- 
tin (Peter Sarsgaard) takes him at his 
word, seducing him in a seedy hotel 
after a day of querying homosexuals 
in Chicago. Mac, though sad, proves 
tolerant, especially when Clyde sleeps 
with her, too. As Kinsey loses it in his 
latter days, though, so does the 
movie, settling into a comfortable 
complacency. True, as he finally deter- 
mines (and as the film has made clear 
all along by through its depiction of 
the enduring, resilient bond between 
Kinsey and Mac, as stirring and tender 
a depiction of a 35-year marriage as 
you'll see on the screen), love is a 
greater mystery than sex, if only be- 
cause it can’t be measured. But show- 
ing gauzy second-unit footage of se- 
quoia trees doesn't clarify matters, 
and neither is a cut to a pair of inno- 
cent fawns any more edifying. Would 
that Condon had cut instead to the 
archival Kinsey Institute footage of 
coupling porcupines that follows the 
end credits. Their tentative, prickly, 
determined mating dance embodies 
the persistence of love in the human 
animal. (118m) Copley Place, Kendall 
Square, West Newton, suburbs. 


L 
*LEMONY SNICKET’S A SERIES 
OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS 
(2004). Brought to you by Brad Sil- 
berling, the director who mashed 
Wim Wenders’s Der Himmel iiber 
Berlin/Wings of Desire into Nicolas 
Cage/Meg Ryan pap (City of Angels), 
this overwrought dud shouldn't have 
left DreamWorks’ CGI studio. Based 
on a fusion of tales by Daniel Handler 
(a/k/a Lemony Snicket), the film 
takes place in a superhistorical Boston 
that only a hermit from Orange Coun- 
ty could imagine: think Bedknobs and 
Broomsticks London meets Blade Run- 
ner’s LA. Silberling spares no expense 
in cloning a Tim Burton mise en 
scéne, but his slipshod editing under- 
mines the visual mood he’s affecting 
Story and acting suffer the same treat- 
ment. Jim Carrey’s performance as 
shape-shifting villain Count Olaf is his 
most forced since the second install- 
ment of Ace Ventura, and Meryl 
Streep, Forest Whitaker, and Dustin 
Hoffman embarrass themselves in 
supporting roles. Jude Law, compet- 
ing with his Alfie self for most obnox- 
ious overdub narrator of the year, re- 
peatedly reminds the audience that 
“this isn’t a typical children’s story.” 
Unfortunately, it’s as insipid as the 
rest. (107m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Fresh Pond, Circle, Chestnut Hill, sub- 
urbs. 
**x*x*xTHE LIFE AQUATIC WITH 
STEVE ZISSOU (2004). In its sub- 
tle violations of the laws of physics 
and logic, its abrupt close-ups of sur- 
real details, its fusion of elements of 
fear and desire, Wes Anderson’s film 
blithely imitates many of the mechan- 
ics of dreaming. It opens with a 
proscenium, a curtain rising, and a 
screening of The Life Aquatic with 
Steve Zissou. It’s “Adventure No. 12: 
‘The Jaguar Shark’ (Part One),” and 
the somewhat crapulous Jacques 
Cousteau figure of Zissou (Bill Mur- 
ray, taking it up a notch after Lost in 
Translation) introduces the crew of 
his oceanographic vessel the Bela- 
fonte: Klaus Daimler (Willem Dafoe), 
the ship’s engineer and a co-depend- 
ent adorer of Steve; Eleanor Zissou 
(Anjelica Huston), Steve’s Olympian 
wife and the brains behind the opera- 
tion; Pelé des Santos (Seu Jorge), 
safety expert and performer of the 
bossa nova versions of the David 
Bowie songs that make up much of 
the film’s soundtrack; and Esteban du 
Plantier (Seymour Cassel), chief diver 
and Steve’s oldest colleague, whose 
death at the jaws of the mythic 
‘Jaguar Shark” brings “Adventure No. 
12 (Part One)” to an end — where- 
upon the lights come up and Zissou 
vows to kill the shark in “Part Two.” 
Slick rival Alistair Hennessy (Jeff 
Goldblum), who’s also Eleanor’s for- 
mer spouse, has drained all the grant 
money; fortunately, Ned Plimpton 
(Owen Wilson), who may be Steve's 
son from a liaison three decades be- 
fore, has a hefty inheritance, and he’s 
promptly enlisted as co-investor and 
crew member. The arrival of journal- 
ist Jane Winslett-Richardson (Cate 
Blanchett) to write an article on Steve 
raises the hope of renewed publicity; 
pregnant and mateless, Jane brings 
her own problems and possibilities. 
Continued on page 14 
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Continued from page 13 


Few directors could sustain the Bela- 
fonte’s heavy emotional and thematic 
cargo with the grace, wit, and spon- 
taneity of Anderson. And as the griz- 
zled Peter Pan, Murray puts in his 
most understated and complex per- 
formance; he’s by turns pathetic, ob- 
noxious, and scintillating. (118m) 
Boston Common, Fenway,Kendall 
Square, Chestnut Hill, Embassy, sub- 
urbs 

*1/2 UN LONG DIMANCHE DE 
FIANCAILLES/A VERY LONG EN- 
GAGEMENT (2004). No human 
calamity can withstand Audrey 
Tautou’s impish smile. The carnage of 
World War I fades as nothing before 
its light. In the opening scenes of 
Jean-Pierre Jeunet’s film, five French 
soldiers maim themselves (one by ac- 
cident, for such is the irony of war) to 
escape the horrors of the front. The 
nefarious brass reacts by abandoning 
them to their death in no man’s land. 
But these corrupt masters of war did 
not figure on the perseverance of 
Tautou’s Mathilde, the fiancée of one 
of the five, who years later is deter- 
mined to learn her beloved’s fate. Or 
on the overripe whimsy of Jeunet, 
whose technique of the pixilated, pre- 
cious flashback reached its limits with 
Amélie. True, Jeunet does darken the 
picture with Tina (Marion Cotillard), 
the beloved of another of the con- 
demned soldiers, whose notion of 
restitution is less rosy and more 
bloodthirsty. But a glance at Stanley 
Kubrick’s similarly themed Paths of 
Glory is enough to expose Dim7nche 
in all its phoniness and mauclin ma- 
nipulation. In French with English 
subtitles. (133m) Copley Place, Har- 
vard Square, Embassy. 

**x*xTHE LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING 
(2001). Not much is missing from 
New Zealander Peter Jackson's adap- 
tation of the first volume of J.R.R. 
Tolkien’s epic, and the result should 
leave most fans satisfied, if not over- 
whelmed. The film is moving in places 
but less inventive and subversive than 
might have been expected from the 
director of Heavenly Creatures and For- 
gotten Silver — well, a budget of $350 
million for a three-film package over 
three years can make you cautious. 
Still, Jackson shows impeccable dis- 
cernment in his casting — even as the 
narrative itself blurs or becomes irrel- 
evant to the spectacle, the characters 
(especially Elijah Wood's Frodo, who 
looks like a Botticelli angel crossed 
with a Cabbage Patch doll) linger in 
the imagination, offering emotional 
clarity. There’s also Ian Holm as a 
hammy Bilbo Baggins, Sean Astin, Do- 
minic Monaghan, and Billy Boyd as 
Frodo’s fellow Fellowship hobbits, Or- 
lando Bloom as Elf Legolas, John 
Rhys-Davies as Dwarf Gimli, Sean 
Bean as Boromir, Viggo Mortensen as 
Strider, and Ian McKellen as Gandalf 
the Grey. The adventure itself seems 
episodic, a reprise of special effects re- 
calling everything. from The Wizard of 
Oz and King Kong to Star Wars and 
Sleepy Hollow, and the landscapes and 
costumes look derivative. But there’s a 
David Lynch perversity to some of the 
imagery, and Jackson improves on the 
original by giving the girlfriends 
screen time — here it’s Arwen (zthe- 
real, big-bodied Liv Tyler), the Elf 
princess in love with Strider, who res- 
cues the gravely wounded Frodo and 
outraces the pursuing Nazgiil to the 
Ford on the Bruinen. (178m) Saturday 
through Tuesday at the Brattle. 
**x*xTHE LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE RETURN OF THE KING 
(2003). The Oscar-winning (for Best 
Film and Best Director) final install- 
ment of Peter Jackson’s adaptation of 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s epic trilogy marks a 
return to emotion. Although the expe- 
rience of the film is still passive, like 
watching a stunning video game with- 
out being able to play it, viewers this 
time at least get to have their hearts 
stirred. With the Fellowship that 
formed to destroy the Ring of Power 
and deprive the evil Sauron of the 
weapon he needs to take over Middle 
Earth having divided into three par- 
ties, Gimli the Dwarf (John Rhys- 
Davies), Legolas the Elf (Orlando 
Bloom), and Aragorn the Ranger 
(Viggo Mortensen) try to rally Théo- 
den (Bernard Hill), the king of Rohan, 
to come to the relief of their allies in 
Gondor while Gandalf the Wizard 
(Ian McKellen) rides to Minas Tirith 
to rouse its crapulous leader, the stew- 
ard Denethor (John Noble). It’s all a 
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| of mutant Orcs, 


side show to distract Sauron from 
Frodo (Elijah Wood) and his trek to 
Mount Doom, where he must toss the 
Ring to its destruction in the fiery pit 
while eluding capture and resisting 
the Ring’s lure of omnipotence. The 
result: three or four battles increasing 
in scope and intensity and a mounting 
existential psychodrama involving 
Frodo, his pal Sam (Sean Astin), and 
his guide and nemesis Gollum, all 
punctuated by giddy shots of thou- 
sand-foot drops, surprise visits from a 
giant spider, and weird references to 
The Wizard of Oz. And it’s Sam who 
achieves an Everyman heroism that’s 
inspiring; his triumph of the common 
man, or hobbit, is a sentiment that 
rings true. Unlike some of the uni 
corny images and dreadful lines of di- 
alogue, which keep reminding you 
that this adaptation is not just a daz- 
zling collage of myths and an explo- 
ration of historical anxieties but also a 
calculated and massively commercial 
product and a burgeoning pseudo-re- 
ligion. (195m) Friday, Sunday, Mon- 
day, and Thursday at the Brattle. 

**1/2 THE LORD OF THE 
RINGS: THE TWO TOWERS 
(2002). Just glimpsed at the end of 
last year’s The Fellowship of the Ring, 
Gollum, who’s voiced by Andy Serkis 
(he’s being touted by New Line Studio 
as an Oscar candidate), is the closest 
thing the centerpiece of Peter Jack- 
son's adaptation of the Tolkien trilogy 
has to dramatic depth or conflict. This 
digitally rendered homunculus is the 
former owner of the Ring of Power; 
now debased into a sibilant, loin- 
clothed junkie craving his Precious fix, 
he’s like Laurence Olivier’s Richard III 
compared with the stiff-upper-lipped 
fortitude or leering villainy of the rest 
of the cast. But nuanced characteriza- 
tions and performances are not what 
you expect from epics, or high-tech 
video games, and The Two Towers is 
more of the latter than the former. 


| Jackson does sustain Tolkien's three 


narrative lines with admirable coher- 
ence. Hobbits Frodo (Elijah Wood) 
and his faithful servant Sam (Sean 
Astin) have set off alone to Mordor; 
meanwhile their friends Pippin (Billy 
Boyd) and Merry (Dominic Mon- 
aghan) have been captured by a gang 
and the moody 
human wanderer Aragorn (Viggo 
Mortensen), the Dwarf Gimli (John 
Rhys-Davies, whose comedy is a wel- 
come but infrequent relief), and the 
Elf Legolas (Orlando Bloom) have set 
off to find them. But as we get deeper 
into the tale, the director seems to get 


| ever farther from its spirit, its emo- 


tion, and its magic. (162m) Saturday, 
Sunday, Monday, and Wednesday at 
the Brattle. 


M 
**1/2 LA MALA EDUCACION/ 
BAD EDUCATION (2004). Of the 
many words of text displayed on 
screen in Pedro Almodévar’s newest 
film, the last to appear (before the 
end credits) is “PASION.” Unfortu- 
nately, passion is oné thing this lan- 
guid, meditative study of obsession is 


| short on. Film director Enrique (Fele 


Martinez) receives a surprise visit 
from a man (Gael Garcia Bernal) who 
claims to be Ignacio, a long-lost friend 
from the Catholic school where the 


two spent their nights hiding together | 
| know what to expect when Dan 


in lavatory stalls from the hot hands 
of a priest (Daniel Giménez-Cacho). 
Almodovar unravels Ignacio’s grim 
story in a tricky manner, with flash- 
backs within flashbacks, and does not 
disguise his debt to Vertigo. Although 
it’s pretty to look at and less marred 


| than other recent Almodovar efforts 
by the self-conscious perversity and 


floridity he’s made his trademarks, La 
mala educacién is something less than 
a triumphant return to form. Enrique 
is uninteresting, and his quest to ex- 
plore the past through the film he’s 
making comes off as dilettantish. As a 
result, Almodovar’s narrative com- 
plexity feels like a tease, an impres- 
sion not dispelled by the screenplay’s 
banal third-act turn toward murder 
melodrama. In Spanish with English 
subtitles. (109m) Kendall Square, 
Coolidge Corner, Embassy. 

****xTHE MAN WHO CAME TO 
DINNER (1941). Although slightly 
stagebound, this is one of the funniest 
and most literate of the screwball 
comedies, and it’s graced by a superb 
cast. Monty Woolley earned himself a 
place in the comic pantheon with his 
performance as Sheridan Whiteside, 
the acidulous broadcaster (based on 


Algonquin round-table wit Alexander 
Woollcott) whom an accident confines 
to an average Midwestern home, 
which he proceeds to turn into a cross 
between a high-society shindig and a 
bad night at the zoo. With Bette 
Davis, Ann Sheridan, and Jimmy Du- 
rante. (b&w/112m) Tuesday at the 
North End Branch Library. 

**xMEET THE FOCKERS (2004). 
As sequels to great comedies go, this 
had a better chance than most of 
holding its own against the original, 
with the return of the cast and the di- 
rector (Jay Roach) of Meet the Parents 
and the addition of Dustin Hoffman 
and Barbra Streisand as Bernie and 
Roz, the unpresentable parents of 
hapless Gaylord “Greg” Focker (Ben 
Stiller). Unfortunately, the movie, like 
its hero, tries too hard to fit a pattern. 
Greg and his fiancée, Pam (Teri Polo), 
sweat over bringing her up-tight par- 
ents, Jack (Robert De Niro) and Dina 
(Blythe Danner), down to Florida to 
meet their counterparts, and the con- 
cern proves justified. After some plot 
turns reminiscent of such disparate 
films as About Schmidt and The In- 
Laws, Fockers devolves into a reprise 
of the high points of Meet the Parents 
with minor changes. (The disastrous 
dinner-table scene is replayed with 
Greg’s preserved foreskin substituting 
for Jack’s mother’s ashes.) Padding 
the length to almost two hours are 
gratuitous jokes about a leg-humping 
dog and Greg’s last name. The new 
blood, however, earn their keep. Hoff- 
man has fun as the latter-day hippie 
pater familias, perhaps more fun than 
the audience. But all those embar- 
rassed by similar dads will forgive 
him. Streisand is unusually restrained 
as Greg’s adoring mom, a geriatric sex 
therapist (about 10 minutes of cheap 
laughs there). But the hit of the show 
is Jack’s two-year-old grandson learn- 
ing his first word. (114m) Boston 
Common, Fenway, Fresh Pond, Circle, 
suburbs. 


N 
* x NATIONAL TREASURE 
(2004). The unlikely twosome of Dis- 
ney and Jerry Bruckheimer get into 
bed for this Da Vinci Code-esque 
thriller (it’s even steeped in the lore of 
the Templar Knights) that employs 
icons of American heritage (the Decla- 
ration of Independence and the Liber- 
ty Bell) as scavenger-hunt clues in the 
quest for the ultimate trove. Few sur- 
prises, though, await history scholar 
Benjamin Franklin Gates (Nicolas 
Cage) and rival Ian Howe (Sean 
Bean) as they dash from DC to 
Philadelphia and New York to secure 
the booty. The heist of the Declaration 
offers the one enthralling moment, 
and the chemistry between Cage and 
Diane Kruger (Helen of Troy) as a Na- 


| tional Archives Nazi adds some sass. 


Harvey Keitel and Jon Voight are 


| pleasing but largely wasted as the 
| cantankerous FBI agent on the case 


and Ben's father. Bean charms as the 
devious baddie, and Justin Bartha, 
who was the only redeeming aspect in 
Gigli, serves up the punch lines as 
Ben’s nebbish sidekick. Director Jon 
Turteltaub however, limits himself to 
the Bruckheimer format: lots of 
trumped-up flash cutting, improbable 
dances with death, and a series of 
thunderous explosions. Now you 


Brown’s novel hits the big screen. 
(100m) Boston Common, Fenway, 


| Fresh Pond, Chestnut Hill, suburbs. 


**x x xNOTRE MUSIQUE (2004). 


| At the center of Jean-Luc Godard’s 


latest film — at one of its centers, 
anyway, for each of his films is like 
Pascal’s infinite sphere whose center 
is everywhere — is the relationship 
between a young woman who wants 
to die and an old man who wants to 
tend his garden. The old’man is Go- 
dard, playing himself, a guest speaker 
at the European Literary Encounters 
in Sarajevo. The woman is Olga 
(Nade Dieu), one of two young Israeli 
women attending the conference. The 
actual contact between Godard and 
Olga is brief: the gathering of tran- 
sient strangers — a Godardian theme 
at least since Le mépris/Contempt — 
once again benefits from Godard’s 
vivid and adroit treatment of time 
and space. The first part, “Hell,” con- 
denses time into a cluster of shocks, a 
succession of bursts of non-narrative 
imagery of death and war. The slow 
tracking shots of the third part, “Par- 
adise,” give it a calm, smooth lyri- 
cism. In the second, longest section, 


“Purgatory,” Godard offers a thought- 
ful redistribution of time across the 
spaces of Sarajevo. Godard, himself in 
search of reconciliation in this film, 
knows that the first stage in the quest 
is to acknowledge duality. He starts 
by opposing the image to the text. 
(This is the theme of his intervention 
at the conference.) Then, other oppo- 
sitions circulate: fiction/documen- 
tary, certainty/uncertainty, imagi- 
nary/real, Israel/Palestine. More and 
more since 1990's Nouvelle vague, the 
freshness of Godard’s gaze implies the 
emotion of someone taking leave of 
an existence that still fascinates him. 
Coming into focus as she approaches 
the camera, then becoming a blur 
again as she walks away, Olga reveals 
a void at the heart of the real, the 
same void Godard alludes to in his 
aphoristic lecture: “Yes, the image is 
happiness. But next to it, nothingness 
abides.” The sharp poignancy of Notre 
musique comes from its sense of this 
duality. In French, English, Spanish, 
Hebrew, Arabic, and Serbo-Croatian 
with English subtitles. (80m) Sunday 
and Wednesday at the Museum of Fine 
Arts.. 


0 
*&*x*xOCEAN’S TWELVE (2004). 
What could be more postmodern than 
a film that’s a sequel to a remake of a 
film that originally was a parody of a 
real-life celebrity clique from the ’60s? 
Instead of pretending to be an art 
film, however, Steven Soderbergh’s 
Ocean’s Twelve pretends to be a caper 
flick — and we’re all in on the joke! 
That might be Twelve’s chief, and 
cheapest, thrill: the illusion that we're 
all in this big party with George 


| Clooney and Julia Roberts and Matt 
| Damon and Brad Pitt. It’s why the se- 


quel is a more satisfying entertain- 
ment than Ocean’s Eleven, despite a 
narrative that is defiantly nonsensical. 
Or maybe because of that. The story 
picks up three years after Danny 


| Ocean (Clooney) and his gang have 


ripped off the casinos of Las Vegas 
moneyman Terry Benedict (Andy Gar- 
cia). Benedict tracks each member 


| down and gives everybody two weeks 


to pay back the stolen $160 million 
plus interest. So the erstwhile, 


| wealthy retirees must set off on that 


legendary one last heist, or rather 


| three of them. The cast is uniformly 





flawless — which is not hard when 
you're playing a variation of yourself. 
Catherine Zeta-Jones, on the other 
hand, is the top cop tracking down 
the 12, so she has to act, and in its 
balance of earnestness and irony, this 
one of her best performances. Despite 
the matrygshka-doll plot twists that 


| render the narrative both microscopic 


and meaningless, the only real tension 


| in the film concerns whether her char- 


acter will be in or out. It’s cool to be 
in, but as the film’s only genuinely 
emotional moment proves (proving 


| also that Albert Finney has one of the 


greatest faces in the movies), it’s real 
to be out. (130m) Boston Common, 
Fenway, Fresh Pond, Circle, suburbs. 


P 
*1/2 PAPER CLIPS (2004). It 
might have been a fascinating subject 
for a documentary: the eighth-grade 
class of a school in Whitwell, Ten- 
nessee (a community of 2000, pre- 
dominantly white and Christian), de- 


| cides to study the Holocaust and cre- 
| ate a commemorative art project. 


Spurred by the little-known fact that 
paper clips represented a secret sign 
wom by supporters of victims of the 
Nazis, the students decide to attempt, 
via grassroots appeals, to amass nine 
million of them. The response and its 
effect upon the community are indeed 
remarkable. The students enlist two 
savvy and lovable German journalists 
to expand the scope of their project, 
and eventually the project is widely 
publicized and celebrated. But direc- 
tors Elliot Berlin and Joe Fab have 
made Paper Clips a self-congratulato- 


| ry, ingenuous, and smarmy portrait of 


a small-town America that had appar- 


| ently never heard of, much less con- 
| sidered, the Holocaust. The extempo- 


raneous words of students are mov- 
ing, as are their encounters with actu- 
al survivors, but there are so many 


| egregiously scripted and gratuitously 


choreographed moments that this film 


can serve as an example of how not to 


make a documentary. (82m) Coolidge 
Corner, West Newton. 

**THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA (2004). Andrew Lloyd 
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Webber’s stage musical has been seen 
by 80 million people, according to a 
press booklet that also tells us Joel 
Schumacher, the director of this 
screen adaptation, is a visionary. Al- 
though derivative of mid-’90s Schu- 
macher hooey like Batman Forever, 
this film Phantom is more like a Meat 
Loaf music video from the same peri- 
od, extended to 143 minutes; it’s only 
as a cockeyed tribute to the most 
outré and lowbrow of mid-'90s cine- 
ma esthetics that it works at all. 
Emmy Rossum is an impossibly slim 
Christine to Gerard Butler’s bland 
Phantom in this sub-Tim Burton goth- 
ic, where the present is shot in black- 
and-white and the past is rendered in 
a palette more appropriate to the sale 
of Valentine’s Day item in supermar- 
kets. The film is harsh to women who 
are not 17 years old: Miranda 
Richardson is forced to play Madame 
Giry as Isabelle Huppert doing an im- 
pression of Cloris Leachman in Young 
Frankenstein; Minnie Driver, the 
opera’s diva and the only member of 
the cast showing any verve, is com- 
pared to a poodle and a transvestite. 
It’s a testament to this dated movie's 
fear of aging that when the Phantom’s 
face is revealed, he is only as tragic as 
a middle-aged man with male-pattern 
baldness and rosacea. (143m) Boston 
Common, Fenway, Harvard Square, 
Chestnut Hill, suburbs. 

*x**x*xTHE POLAR EXPRESS 
(2004). The theme of Robert Ze- 
meckis’s touching Christmas tale, like 
that of this year’s Red Sox season, is 
“Believe,” though you might not be- 
lieve the groundbreaking animation 
that hits you like childhood wonder- 
ment on Christmas morning. Zemeck- 
is (Forrest Gump and Who Framed 
Roger Rabbit) engaged a team of 500 
FX specialists (with a $165 million 
budget) to blend live-action render- 
ings (like Gollum in The Lord of the 
Rings) and snowy, CGI backdrops that 
look like something out of the Pixar 
factory. Based on Chris Van Allsburg’s 
best-selling book, this “night before” 
fable finds a group of diverse youths 
who doubt the existence of Santa 
Claus getting magically loaded onto 
the title train, which is bound for the 
North Pole. Tom Hanks (in movement 
and voice) plays five roles including 
Santa Claus, the train conductor, a 
gruff hobo, and Hero Boy. (The char- 
acters have names like Know It All 
Boy, Elf General, and so on.) Hero 
Boy’s misadventures propel the film, 
filling it with genuine tenderness. In 
the end, the computer wizardry palls, 
but the story’s heart chugs on tri- 
umphantly. (90m) Copley Place, Fen- 
way, Fresh Pond, Circle, suburbs. 


R 

* x RAY (2004). What’s good about 
director Taylor Hackford’s bio-pic of 
the ascent of Ray Charles is Jamie 
Foxx’s characterization of the soul- 
music giant. The early Oscar buzz is 
hyperbole, but Foxx does have 
Charles’s blindisms, bandstand 
panache, and modulated patter 
down. And his slyness. Foxx’s Charles 
plays women as smoothly as he does 
the piano until, inevitably, his callous- 
ness brings things down. At that, 
Foxx and Hackford seem to be taking 
it easy on the real Charles, a very 
prickly character, even though they 
detail his decades as a junkie and his 
betrayals of his wife, his family, and 
his lovers. In this film, as it appeared 
to be the case in his life, the only 
thing Charles values more than his 
own ego is his music. What’s bad 
about Ray is Hackford’s made-for-TV- 
movie approach. The story rattles 
along in clumsy vignettes, flashbacks, 
and short cuts. Clichés abound; far 
worse is Hackford’s overstatement of 
Atlantic Records’ president Ahmet 
Ertegun’s contribution to Charles’s 
initial discovery of his own style. 
Kerry Washington charms as Della 
Bea Robinson, Charles’s long-suffer- 
ing second wife. But Regina King as 
Margie Hendricks, who stands in for 
the string of back-up-singing 
Raylettes that Charles bedded over 
the years, seems especially con- 
strained by the film’s simplicity. 
(152m) Copley Place, West Newton, 
Somerville Theatre, Arlington Capitol, 
suburbs. 

**xTHE ROCKY HORROR PIC- 
TURE SHOW (1976). This horror- 
camp extravaganza still draws mid- 
night crowds. Its story of two dorky, 
all-American kids (Barry Bostwick and 
Susan Sarandon) who find themselves 





TALKING IT OUT III: Annette Bening wishes she had better news for Jeremy Irons in 
Being Julia. 


indoctrinated into the pansexual ways 
of Dr. Frank-N-Furter is no more out- 
rageous than La Cage aux Folles, but 
only a curmudgeon would deny the 
magnetism of Tim Curry, whose lip- 
smacking rendition of “Sweet Trans- 
vestite” remains one of the high points 
in all of cult movies. Jim Sharman di- 
rects. (100m) Saturday midnight at 
the Harvard Square. 

**1/2 THE RUGRATS MOVIE 
(1998). The popular Nickelodeon 
kids’ TV show gets the full-blown big- 
screen treatment here. Diaper-clad 
“rugrat” Tommy Pickles is suffering 
from a parental-attention deficit after 
his newly arrived brother steals his 
thunder. None of Tommy’s fellow 
“rats” particularly appreciates the 
screaming neonate either, so they de- 
cide to return him to the hospital and 
get a refund. In the process they pile 
into a dinosaurian big-wheel (invent- 
ed by Tommy’s sensitive but flounder- 
ing father), career through the city, 
and get lost in the woods. As they try 
to find their way home, they en- 
counter a big, bad wolf, get assaulted 
by a band of mischievous monkeys, 
and learn their first big life lesson 
about the value of friendship and fam- 
ily. The animation is top-notch, and 
though the film boasts some MTV- 
pulsed vignettes, The Rugrats Movie is 
solid on family values and a reason- 
ably good time for the whole mini-van 
clan. (79m) Arlington Capitol. 


Ss 

* x SHALL WE DANCE? (2004). In 
Peter Chelsom’s remake of Masayuki 
Suo’s charming 1996 Japanese come- 
dy, Richard Gere plays an upper-mid- 
dle-class lawyer who’s bored with his 
life — the beautiful house, the lovely 
successful wife (Susan Sarandon), the 
two charming kids. He spots Jennifer 
Lopez, a ballroom dancer trying to get 
over professional and personal disap- 
pointment, in a window every night 
as his train passes her dance studio. 
One evening, on impulse, he checks it 
out and winds up signing on for a be- 
ginning ballroom-dance class. The 
other students are a disappointing col- 
lection of clichés: the overweight guy 
who sweats a lot, the homophobic 
creep, the obnoxious girl who can’t 
get a partner. Only Stanley Tucci, as a 
straight guy who loves ballroom 
dance but is afraid to tell anyone, 
feels like a fully formed, if ridiculous, 
character. Gere plays middle-class 
malaise well — he carries himself 
with a worn, tired dignity that seems 
out of place in this otherwise obvious 
film. Lopez, for her part, substitutes 
standing up straight and looking seri- 
ous for acting; only in her dancing 
scenes, which conjure her music 
videos, does she come alive. Shall We 
Dance? gives us characters whose 
lives are transformed by the beauty 
and joy of dancing without ever show- 
ing us how. (106m) West Newton, sub- 
urbs. 

**1/2 SHARK TALE (2004). Say 
this for Shark Tale: its visuals are 
amazing. Led by Shrek co-director 
Vicky Jenson, the filmmakers have 
done a splendid job creating a vi- 
brant underwater city — it’s like 
Times Square with barnacles — 





that’s swimming with life. The fish are 
fantastic: shimmering, iridescent crea- 
tures who represent a leap beyond 
what the computer animators of Find- 
ing Nemo were able to accomplish just 
a year and a half before. Shark Tale 
moves at a lively clip, thanks to the 
fast-talking patter of its voice actors 
(especially Will Smith and Martin 
Scorsese) and a primarily hip-hop/ 
R&B soundtrack that’s probably a first 
for an animated feature. Kids will 
laugh a lot and make the film a big 
hit. But as they say on Broadway, no 
one ever left the theater humming the 
scenery. In the narrative and charac- 
terization departments, Shark Tale 
flounders. Oscar (Smith) is a little fish 
who’s all talk, but when a shark (one 
of the mobsters who menace the reef 
city) turns up dead, Oscar takes credit 
and rides a wave of publicity to fame 
and fortune. As in the Shrek movies, 
there’s satirical potential here, say, to 
comment on a celebrity culture that 
elevates people who have no real tal- 
ents or achievements, but Shark Tale 
expends all its wit on throw-away 
pop-culture in-jokes and minority 
stereotypes. Some Italian-American 
groups have complained about the de- 
piction of the shark mobsters (by such 
Mafia-tale regulars as Robert De Niro, 
Michael Imperioli, and Vincent Pas- 
tore), but the film is an equal-oppor- 
tunity offender, with its apparently 
African-American characters (all hip- 
hoppers from the ‘hood), Jamaicans 
(two Rasta jellyfish), and one deeply 
closeted shark named Lenny (he’s a 
vegetarian, but as drawn here and as 
voiced in a high-pitched whine by 
Jack Black, he’s also one swishy fish). 
This sort of thing may float above 
kids’ heads, but it shows the movie to 
be lacking the one thing that Shrek 
and the Pixar films like Nemo have 
had oceans of: heart. (100m) West 
Newton, Arlington Capitol, suburbs 
**x*1/2 SIDEWAYS (2004). 
Writer/director Alexander Payne's lat- 
est is an alternately rollicking and 
mournful road comedy about the ter- 
rors of settling into middle age. Jack 
(Thomas Haden Church) is about to 
get married, so his pal since college, 
Miles (Paul Giamatti) devises a week- 
long vacation in Southern California 
wine country as a male-bonding ritual 
centered on golf, good food, and 
Miles’s hobby, wine tasting. But Jack 
has other ideas: he wants to enjoy his 
last vestiges of sexual freedom, and he 
hopes that Miles, who has sunk into a 
miserable reclusiveness since his own 
marriage broke up, can get laid too 
and loosen up a little. Church (Lowell 
Mather on the TV series Wings) is hi- 
larious; he gets the one-two punch of 
Jack’s puerile sensuality and his hang- 
dog air of abashment whenever he’s 
chastised. The movie is wise enough 
to match him up with Payne’s wife, 
the raucous Korean-Canadian actress 
Sandra Oh, as Stephanie, whom the 
men run into pouring at a winery — a 
good-time gal with a vulnerable heart 
But Miles is the protagonist, and Vir- 
ginia Madsen’s Maya is the warm- 
blooded waitress who tempts him out 
of his emotional hibernation. Their 
scenes together are superb, even the 
big one Payne and Taylor can’t resist 


overwriting, where these two 
aficionados couch their sexual desires 
and trepidations in a discussion of 
wine. Sideways winds up on a tenta 
tive, hopeful note as Miles puts his 
heart on the line one more time 
About Schmidt may have catapulted 
Payne into the ranks of major Holly- 
wood directors, but this is the movie 
that earns him his place among them 
(123m) Boston Common, Kendall 
Square, Chestnut Hill, Coolidge Corner, 
Embassy, suburbs 

**x*xSPANGLISH (2004). Oscar- 
winning director and screenwriter 
James L. Brooks (Terms of 
Endearment; As Good As It Gets) re- 
turns to familiar territory after a 
seven-year absence with Spanglish. 
The wait was mostly worth it. Draw- 
ing his initial inspiration from a Span- 
ish-speaking employee and her Eng- 
lish-translating daughter, Brooks de- 
veloped his culture-crossing explo- 
ration of mother-daughter bonds 
through conversations with as many 
as 18 Hispanic women at once. Less 
might have equaled more. A humane- 
ly comic drama, Spanglish suffers 
from a mild excess of plot. Spellbind- 
ing in her English-language debut, 
Paz Vega (like Penélope Cruz, but 
with talent) stars as “drop-dead crazy 
gorgeous” Flor, a Mexican immigrant 
seeking a better life for her daughter 
Cristina (Shelbie Bruce). As house- 
keeper for Bel Air belle of neuroses 
Deborah Clasky (Téa Leoni, strug- 
gling with an unsympathetic role) and 
her family, Flor experiences all the 
drama you'd expect from a Brooks 
film. Third-act complications have her 
romantically inclining toward the 
“best chef in the US,” Clasky patriarch 
John (Adam Sandler, channeling Al- 
bert Brooks); this builds to an emo- 
tional climax that risks the audience’s 
allegiance to the sharply observed 
characters. Even if they’re occasional- 
ly unpleasant, some risks are worth 
taking. (135m) Boston Common, Fen- 
way, Harvard Square, Circle, suburbs 

* * x THE SPONGEBOB 
SQUAREPANTS MOVIE (2004). 
Nickelodeon’s SpongeBob SquarePants 
program never insults the intelligence 
of its audience, and that’s a major rea- 
son for its all-ages appeal — that and 
the contagious giddy goofiness of 
SquarePants and his pals. And if 
there’s any doubt that the cartoon at- 
tracts more than the under-10 set, a 
glance at the bands on the feature- 
length film’s soundtrack — Wilco, the 
Flaming Lips, the Shins, Motorhead, 
Ween, and Avril Lavigne — will prove 
that kids aren't the only ones who find 
Bikini Bottom a cool place to be. The 
IV show delivers more laughs per 
half-hour than the movie, which also 
is directed by the show's creators, 
Sherm Cohen and Stephen Hillen- 
burg. But the perfect timing and the 
self-aware absurdity translate to the 
big screen. The story is a classic quest: 
Plankton, in an effort to detour busi- 
ness from the Krusty Krab to the 
Chum Bucket, steals King Neptune’s 
crown and blames Mr. Krabs. Sponge- 
Bob and his puffy starfish pal Patrick 
set off to retrieve the crown from the 
distant, dangerous Shell City 
They're aided by Princess Mindy 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX 





(the sweet-voiced Scarlett Johans- 
son) and threatened by the evil sea 
cowboy Dennis (Alec Baldwin) as well 
as other underwater thugs. In an age 
of animated razzle-dazzle, SpongeBob 
will remind you of pre-digital Satur- 
day mornings. (90m) Copley Place 
West Newton, Somerville Theatre, Ar 
lington Capitol, suburbs 
“STOOGE-O-RAMA.” It’s their 70th 
anniversary, and Columbia Pictures 
has struck new 35mm prints of some 
of their best shorts for this tribute pro- 
gram. You know who you are. Friday 
and Saturday at the Brattle 

THE STORY OF THE LAST 
CHRYSANTHEMUMS (1939). 
Chris Fujiwara’s review is on page 7 
In Japanese with English subtitles 
(143m) Sunday at the Museum of Fine 
Arts. 


T 

* xx TARNATION (2004). Mania is 
hell. And to watch Jonathan Caou- 
ette’s agonizing documentation of his 
and his mother’s mental illness is to 
live through it with them. Combining 
Super 8 footage that Caouette started 
shooting at 11 with family photos, 
clips from cult movies and ’80s TV 
and a soundtrack that’s mellow and 
melancholy, this nightmarish portrait 
of abuse and insanity makes you feel 
as if you were flipping through a 
scrapbook on acid. The delirium of 
images and effects tells the story of 
Caouette’s mother, Renee, a child 
model subjected to numerous rounds 
of shock therapy who spends her life 
in and out of Texas institutions. It’s an 
affectionate, affecting ode. But the 
story belongs more to Caouette him- 
self. He created the film using Apple’s 
iMovie — emphasis on the “i.” Tarna- 
tion is not so much documentary as It 
is cinematic memoir, an account, for 
the most part resisting self-indul- 
gence, of Caouette’s seemingly un- 
bearable life as he witnesses the rape 
of his mother, spends time in abusive 
foster homes, grows up gay in a back- 
ward Texas town, gets diagnosed with 
depersonalization disorder, and lives 
as though he were in a dream. He 
turns the camera on himself perhaps 
to make his.life more real, perhaps to 
make sense of all the chaos. (88m) 
Coolidge Corner (Saturday through 
Thursday) 


V 
* * VERA DRAKE (2004). Whether 
you think Mike Leigh’s Vera Drake is 
the dour kitchen-sink realist’s latest 
masterpiece (it won the Golden Lion 
at Venice) or a case of self-parody de- 
pends on your take on a scene near 
the end. It’s holiday time in the dank 
London of 1950, and Vera (jack-o’- 
lantern-faced Imelda Staunton), out 
on bail after her arrest for performing 
illegal abortions, faces a chilly recep- 
tion at the family dinner table. After 
all the acid silences, averted eyes, and 
not-so-veiled accusations, son-in-law 
Reg (Eddie Marsan), newcomer to the 
clan, takes a chocolate and says that 
this is the best Christmas he’s ever 
had. And who's to argue? Leigh’s post- 
war, pre-boom period setting exudes 
injustice, pathos, ‘and helplessness, 
and the victimized look on with either 
slack-jawed, non-comprehending de- 
spair or grinning, non-comprehending 
benevolence. The latter expression be- 
longs to Vera, the saintly matriarch of 
a sturdy working-class family who has 
been “helping girls in trouble” with 
her syringe and cheese grater. Her 
service has continued for years free of 
charge and no one’s the wiser until 
one client almost dies, whereupon 
Vera spends the rest of the movie cry- 
ing. That’s feminism Mike Leigh style, 
and his manipulative tract is more 
condescending than compassionate. 


(125m) West Newton 
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*WHAT THE #$*! DO WE 
KNOW!? (2004). The cliché’d title 
is supposed to express wonderment, 
but the only thing this loose docu 
mentary about quantum physics will 
make you say “What the #$*!” about 
is the shoddy job it does of illuminat- 
ing its subject. Highbrow jargon, plat 
itudes, and existential technobabbl 
spew across the screen from expert 
talking heads as the topic bounces 
from possibility to density of matter 
to alternate reality and, eventually, 
God and sex. The most “unreal” seg 
ments, however, are the enactments 
of the principles dramatized in the 
banal daily doings of Amanda (Mar- 
lee Matlin, the deaf actress who won 
a Best Actress Oscar for Children of a 
Lesser God back in 1986), a hard- 
working photographer who spends 
the entirety of the film looking per- 
plexed and beleaguered. Most of the 
vignettes are so woeful, they're 
laughable; a few rise to the level of 
inadvertent camp. The best you can 
do is think of What the #$*! as an er 
satz redux of Errol Morris’s A Brief 
History of Time (1991). It seems di- 


rectors William Arntz, Betsy Chasse, 
and Mark Vicente felt that some 
brazen sex and a riotous Polish wed- 
ding might further clarify the arcane 
concepts 

ton Capitol 


They don't. (111m) Arling- 
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POST-APARTHEID: Nothing But the Truth is part of the ART’s South African Festival. 


Winter 


_— 


Local theaters take a world tour 


BY Al WEISSTUCH 


iny Tim has blessed us every one, the 

last bundles of hay are being swept out 

of the mangers, and the Rockettes are 
looking forward to kicking back and relax- 
ing for a bit. As you gather with friends to 
chat about the family dramas that unfolded 
around the holiday turkey, area stages are 
readying their own dramas — and comedies 
and musicals — for the winter nights ahead. 
And what better way to launch the festivi- 
ties than with a few festivals? 

Our Place Theatre Project takes up resi- 
dence at the Calderwood Pavilion for its 
fifth African American Theatre Festi- 
val (January 18 through 30). The two-week 
blitz offers evenings of short plays and a 
few full-lengths, including George C. Wolfe’s 
adaptation of three Harlem-set tales by Zora 
Neale Hurston, Spunk, and the world pre- 
miere of Cynthia Robinson’s Ascension. 
There’s a focus on new playwrights and a 
celebration of a legend, this year’s being 
playwright/ professor Ed Bullins, whose 
edgy shorts from the 1960s also get a turn 
in the spotlight. 

Across the river, the American Repertory 
Theatre hosts a South African Festival 
(December 30 through January 30) that 
gives us the rare chance to survey contem- 
porary drama created by South Africans 
since apartheid crumbled. Foreign Aids 
(January 5 through 23), a one-man multi- 
character cabaret about the AIDS epidemic, 
is performed by its author, the satirist 
Pieter-Dirk Uys. The show inaugurates the 
ART’s new Zero Arrow Theatre. Meanwhile, 
the Loeb Drama Center hosts Pamela Gien’s 
The Syringa Tree (through January 
Performed by the author, this multiple-char- 
acter one-actor show chronicles the rela- 
tionship between a white and a black family 
sharing a South African abode in the 1960s. 
After that, Tony winner John Kani presents 
Nothing But the Truth (January 21-30), 
which examines the complex dynamic be- 
tween South Africans who stood up against 
apartheid and those who returned after liv- 
ing in exile. 


The ART follows the festival with The 
Far Side of the Moon (February 4 
through 27), Canadian artist Robert Lep- 
age’s intergalactic multimedia event about 
the space race and two brothers. The piece, 
which boasts a score by Laurie Anderson, 
has been on stages around this planet but 
now makes its first landing in New England. 
And Crash Arts offers Anderson in the flesh; 
she’ll present the Boston premiere of The 
End of the Moon at the Cutler Majestic The- 
atre (January 16). A mix of travelogue, per- 
sonal theory, history, and dream, the piece 
looks at the relationships among war, 2s- 
thetics, spirituality, and consumerism while 
featuring music for violin and electronics. 

South Africa is only the first of many cor- 
ners of the globe to be explored on area 
stages. Boston Theatre Works ushers us off 
to the bedlam of Afghanistan with Tony 
Kushner’s Homebody/Kabul (February 24 
through March 19). Nancy E. Carroll por- 
trays the British homebody who becomes in- 
fatuated with the ravaged city and the cul- 
tural chasms within. You can take a jaunt to 
France for New Repertory Theatre’s Boston 
premiere of Doug Wright’s Quills (January 
5 through February 6). The asylum at Char- 
enton where the censorship-flouting Mar- 
quis de Sade is imprisoned at the turn of the 
18th century is the setting for Wright’s dra- 
matic analysis of the notorious scribe’s ob- 
sessive need to write — even if it costs him 
his freedom. Is he an intrepid activist or 
mad? Austin Pendleton plays the scandalous 
Marquis. Zeitgeist Stage Company also 
probes questions of insanity with Joe Pen- 
hall’s Blue/Orange (February 11 through 
March 12), which delves into the mental- 
health system and patients’ status in society. 
But back to that world tour. The Huntington 
offers a taste of the East with Naomi Iizu- 
ka’s 36 Views (March 11 through April 
10), which is about the conflicting motives 
of an art historian and a dealer, both of 
whom have designs on a rare, recently dis- 
covered ancient Japanese “pillow book.” 

Continued on page 18 
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Continued from page 16 

How about a pop over to the Emerald 
Isle? Sugan Theatre, that ever-dependable 
purveyor of Celtic drama, adds a ray of light 
with The Sanctuary Lamp (February 4 
through 26). A capsule description of Tom 
Murphy’s drama sounds like a classic joke 
set-up: a Jewish Englishman, a circus per- 
former, and a woman spend the night in a 
church. But there’s little humor in the lyrical 
drama, which caused an uproar when it de- 
buted at the Abbey Theatre in 1975. De- 
vanaughn Theatre digs up the early shorts 
of an Irish icon in Voices in the Dark: 3 
Plays by Samuel Beckett (February 3 
through 20). Then Belgium is the setting for 
Wellesley Summer Theatre’s world premiere 
of The Book of Hours (January 7 through 
22). In Laura Harrington’s World War I-set 
drama, villagers strive to save their library’s 
literary masterpieces as the German army 
encroaches. 

Of course, no global tour would be com- 
plete without a stop in the Queen’s country. 
Good news for all you Anglophiles: the sam- 


Star turns this season include 
Ben Gazzara as Yogi Berra, Brian Dennehy 
as Dalton Trumbo, and Bill Irwin 
and Kathleen Turner in 
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? 


pling of English drama is lush this winter. 
Moreover, the selections provide a chronicle 
of British theatrical history. Lest you forget 
that Shakespeare did not have the Eliza- 
bethan market totally cornered, head to the 
ART for Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, 
Queen of Carthage (March 5 through 
26), which will be directed by Brit director, 
playwright, translator, and novelist Neil 
Bartlett. Before young Will was dipping his 
quill, the 21-year-old Marlowe had mar- 
shaled history, mythology, and psychology 
to tell the tragic tale of Queen Dido’s obses- 
sion with Trojan War vet Aeneas. The Bard 
gets his turn this winter too, courtesy of 
Boston Theatre Works, which has Shake- 
speare & Company’s Jonathan Epstein blow- 
ing in the new year as Prospero in The 
Tempest (January 13 through February 6). 
Meanwhile, 18th-century comedy weighs in 
at the Huntington, where artistic director 
Nicholas Martin directs The Rivals (Janu- 
ary 7 through February 6), Richard Brinsley 
Sheridan’s romp through courting rituals, 
disguise, and financial planning. Obie win- 
ner Mary Louise Wilson stars as famed word 
mangler Mrs. Malaprop 

Now we'll zoom ahead a few centuries — 
and back to America — for another satire. 
Broadway in Boston hosts a return engage- 
ment of Mel Brooks’s The Producers (Feb- 
ruary 22 through March 6). Bialystock and 
Bloom, those screwball impresarios of the- 
atrical duds, will once again create “Spring- 
time for Hitler” at the Colonial Theatre. An- 
other Manhattan-set musical, Sweet Char- 
ity, will be calling all “real big spenders!” 
when it stops at the Colonial (March 18 
through 27) on its way to Broadway. Mar- 
ried with Children’s Christina Applegate 
stars as 1960s-style dancehall hostess and 
Bridget Jones precursor Charity Hope Valen- 
tine in the show penned by Neil Simon, 
with score by Cy Coleman. 

For a more contemporary representation 
of American life, New Rep has Suzan-Lori 
Parks’s Pulitzer-winning Topdog/Under- 
dog (February 23 through March 27), a co- 
production with Atlanta’s Alliance Theatre 
and Providence’s Trinity Rep (where it plays 
January 7 through February 13). Parks’s 
hard-hitting comic fable introduces us 
to two African-American brothers, Lincoln 
and Booth, both hustlers by trade. As they 
trade the secrets of three-card monte, Parks 
dissects the American Dream by bringing 
matters of sibling rivalry and black identity 
into their scheme. 





Contemporary Manhattan looms in 
SpeakEasy Stage Company’s area premiere of 
Tristine Skyler’s The Moonlight Room 
(January 28 through February 19). An Off 
Broadway hit last season, the play tracks 24 
hours in a New York hospital waiting room as 
two teens await news of the fate of a friend. 
And one of New York’s home-town heroes 
steps up to the plate at the Wilbur Theatre in 
Nobody Don’t Like Yogi (March 1 through 
6). Tony winner Ben Gazzara portrays Yogi 
Berra, telling the legend’s personal story 
upon his first return to Yankee Stadium 14 
years after his final trek off the field. 

Long before he suited up as beloved Num- 
ber 8, Gazzara won acclaim as the self-de- 
structive George in a 1976 Broadway revival 
of Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid of Vir- 
ginia Woolf? A new Broadway-bound pro- 
duction of that exercise in marital fisticuffs 
stops at the Colonial Theatre (February 10 
through March 6), with the physically gifted 
Bill Irwin as George and Kathleen Turner as 
his lovely if rancorous wife, Martha. 

Another American classic is at the Lyric 








Stage Company. Vincent Ernest Siders and 
Nancy E. Carroll turn on the Southern 
charm in Tennessee Williams’s The Glass 
Menagerie (January 7 through February 
5), which will be directed by Eric Engel. The 
Lyric follows with Red Herring (February 
18 through March 19), Michael Hollinger’s 
noir comedy that braids three love stories 
and a murder mystery into the fabric of a 
nuclear-espionage plot to reveal how mar- 
riages are almost as explosive as nuclear 
gadgets. Set in 1952, the play involves Sen- 
ator Joe McCarthy’s daughter’s engagement 
to a Russian spy. Paranoia also runs high in 
the Huntington’s production of Trumbo 
(February 8 through 27), a one-man show 
that stars Tony winner Brian Dennehy as the 
celebrated screenwriter Dalton Trumbo, 
who in 1947 scored himself a role with the 
notorious Hollywood Ten for taking a stand 
against the blacklist. 

Just when you think you can’t brave one 
more night of winter chill, SpeakEasy warms 
up the Calderwood Pavilion with Melinda 
Lopez in Nilo Cruz’s Pulitzer-winning Anna 
in the Tropics (March 4 through 26). The 
lyrical piece transports us to a Florida cigar 
factory in 1929, where Cuban immigrants 
rolling cigars are visited by lectores who edu- 
cate them by reading aloud. Exposure to 
Anna Karenina proves to be particularly life- 
altering for some of the listeners. Then 
there’s Crash Arts’ annual “Flamenco Fes- 
tival,” which this year comprises The Four 
Elements (February 3 and 4), and Flamen- 
co de Camara (February 5 and 6). 

Boston Ballet has a dizzyingly busy 
month of March, beginning with the roman- 
tic fable La Sylphide (March 3 through 
13), to be performed in honor of the 200th 
anniversary of Danish choreographer Au- 
guste Bournonville. Then the company spins 
into “Fallen Angels” (March 17 through 
20), a quartet of pieces that includes two 
works by Czech choreographer Jiri Kylian. 
No sooner is all that over than, on April 1, 
Teatro Lirico d’Europa presents the Russian 
National Ballet Theatre of Moscow in Swan 
Lake at the Cutler Majestic Theatre. Mean- 
while, the Bank of America’s Celebrity Se- 
ries brings féted American choreographers’ 
troupes to town. Mark Morris Dance 
Group leaps into the Shubert (March 10 
through 13) ahead of Paul Taylor Dance 
Company (May 20 through 22); and 
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater 
makes its annual appearance to rock the 
Wang (April 19 through 24). a8 








Nicholas Martin 


Love in Bath 


The Rivals comes to the Huntington 
By Iris Fanger 


rs. Malaprop, that “queen of the dictionary,” as Sir Lucius O’Trigger calls her; Lydia 

Languish, the Paris Hilton of the 18th-century stage; Lucy and Fag, the clever ser- 
vants; and Jack Absolute, master of disguise — all are headed from Bath, England, to the 
Huntington Theatre. These characters and their friends, who congregate among the land- 
marks of that trendy 18th-century resort town as pictured in Richard Brinsley Sheridan’s 
comedy The Rivals, have seldom been off-stage since their 1775 debut at London’s 
Covent Garden Theater. 

One recent night, after a long afternoon rehearsal, Huntington artistic director Nicholas 
Martin sits with his feet up on his desk to talk about his staging of the play. He has an imp- 
ish imagination himself, perfectly in tune with the shenanigans of the personages he is guid- 
ing to “lusty” creation for the show next up at the Huntington, opening on January 7. “It’s 
such a bumptious play,” he says. “I think it’s because Sheridan was Irish. He is so in love 
with his characters.” 

And who can resist the foibles of this bunch? Captain Jack Absolute, heir to the fortune 
of his father, Sir Anthony Absolute, is in love with Lydia Languish, herself an heiress in 
possession of 3,000 pounds a year. However, the 17-year-old orphan, shepherded by her 
marvelous dragon of a word-mangling aunt, Mrs. Malaprop, through the upper-crust society 
that frequents Bath and its landmarks to see and be seen, affects an inclination to the ro- 
mance of poverty. She wishes to elope with a handsome but impoverished gentleman — 
hence Jack Absolute’s alter ego, the ensign Beverly. The plot begins simmering when Sir 
Anthony and Mrs. Malaprop cook up an agreement to marry Lydia off to Jack, and thickens 
with the involvement of rivals for her hand: the country boob Bob Acres and Sir Lucius 
O'Trigger, he of the hasty hand on the sword hilt. In contrast to Lydia's posing and Jack’s 
scheming are the — as Martin describes them — “tender, young, and sexy” pair of lovers, 
Julia and Faulkland. 

Martin has pulled together a dream cast for the show, “from my address book, as | usually 
do.” Leading the pack as Mrs. Malaprop is veteran actress Mary Louise Wilson, whom Martin 
directed in the one-woman tour de force Full Gallop, based on the life of Diana Vreeland. 
She's cast opposite the Sir Anthony of Will LeBow, lured from his regular base across the 
river at the American Repertory Theatre; he also appeared earlier this season in the Hunting- 
ton production of Sonia Flew. Cheryl Lynn Bowers takes the role of Languish, Scott Ferrara is 
Jack, Brookline native Mia Barron is Julia, and Gareth Saxe plays Faulkland. “I've gone very 
young for the other roles. These actors are all comers and they all can do the language,” 
Martin says. “They have to speak it quickly and accurately, but the play is not a historic arti- 
fact. You’re charged with bringing these people to life.” 

A scholar of theater history as well as a director, Martin is particularly proud of the score 
he has chosen, based on Sir Thomas Beecham’s arrangement of Handel's Love in Bath. 
“Handel was largely forgotten until the 1950s, when Beecham arranged a series of his 
pieces,” he says. “I've wrapped this one into the play.” He also “pushed” the costumes, de- 
signed by Michael Krass. “|! didn’t want them to get too velvety and musty. They’re very 
bright, Georgian period, but seen through the eyes of a modern audience. The silhouette is 
historically accurate.” 

The Rivals, Martin says, is “very much a comedy for today. It’s relevant to the world situa- 
tion but it fights it. Unlike now, things can end happily. And the problems of the lovers have 
never changed: the posing, the willingness to play games. However, no one is trying to get 
anyone into bed. This period is 75 years after the Restoration and more innocent.” 

The Rivals /s at the Huntington Theatre Company, Boston University Theatre, 264 Hunt- 
ington Avenue in Boston, from January 7 to February 6. Tickets are $14 to $69. Call 
(617) 266-0800 or go to www. huntingtontheatre.org. be 
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Theaters often alter their performance 
schedules during holiday weeks, and 
they don’t always remember 
know. So call ahead before you step out 


to let us 


@ BAD DATES. Jeremy B. Cohen di 
rects Hartford Stage favorite Annalee 
Jefferies, who's executing a sharp 
turn from her memorable perform 
ances in Tennessee Williams, in 
Theresa Rebeck’s clever one-woman 
play about a shoe-obsessed Manhat- 
tan single mother and restaurant 
manager floating ever hopeful in the 
dating pool. “Will she ever find a man 
she can love as much as her Jimmy 
Choos?” At Hartford Stage, 50 Church 
Street, Hartford, Connecticut (860 
527-5151), January 6 through Febru- 
ary 6. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday 
through Thursday (with 2 p.m 
Wednesday matinees on January 26 
and February 2 but no evening per- 
formance February 2), at 8 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday (with 2 p.m. Sat- 
urday matinees on January 15 and 
February 5), and at 2 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m. (no evening performance 
January 16 or February 6) on Sunday 
Tix $20 to $60. 

@ BEAUTY AND THE BEAST. Kate 
Swan, a member of the original 
Broadway cast, directs this staging of 
the hit Disney musical based on the 
animated film of the same name fea- 
turing a young lovely, her hirsute cap- 
tor/suitor, and a lot of dancing, 
singing housewares. At Seacoast 
Repertory Theatre, 125 Bow Street, 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire (603- 
433-4472 or 800-639-7650), through 
January 9. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 4 
and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 3 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tix $25 to $35; discounts 
for seniors and students. 

@ BIG DIG . . . THE END OF AN 
ERROR! Improv Asylum takes on 


| our collective tax and traffic albatross 


in this improv- and sketch-comedy 
revue. At Improv Asylum, 216 
Hanover Street, Boston (617-263- 
6887), indefinitely. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Wednesday and Thursday, 
at 9 p.m. on Friday, and at 8 and 
10 p.m. on Saturday. Tix $15 to $20. 

@ BLUE MAN GROUP. It would be 
difficult and unfair to try to catalogue 
all the antics of the Drama Desk 
Award-winning trio of cobalt-painted 
bald pates who have settled into long 
runs Off Broadway and at the Charles 
Playhouse. They begin their delight- 
ful and deafening evening of anti-per- 
formance art beating drums that are 
also deep buckets of paint, so that 
sprays of color jump from the instru- 
ments like breaking surf, and end by 
engulfing the spectators in tangles of 
toilet paper. And the Blue Men have 
lately advertised new “twists and 
turns,” including a piece on the state 
of world rock and one set in an Inter- 
net café. At the Charles Playhouse, 74 
Warrenton Street, Boston (617-426- 
6912), indefinitely. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday, at 
7 p.m. on Friday, at 4, 7, and 10 p.m. 
on Saturday, and at 2 and 5 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $46 to $56; $21.75 ob- 
structed-view seating, available at the 
box office and Boston day of perform- 
ance. 

@ THE BOOK OF HOURS. Welles- 
ley Summer Theatre, operating out of 
season, presents the world premiere 
of Laura Harrington’s drama. “Set in 
Belgium in the early days of World 
War I, this play follows the lives of six 
men and women in and around the li- 
brary at Louvain as they struggle to 
preserve rare literary classics and 
some semblance of their own human- 
ity” as the German army encroaches. 
Nora Hussey directs. At Ruth Nagel 
Jones Theatre in Alumnae Hall at 
Wellesley College, 106 Central Street, 
Wellesley (781-283-2000), January 7 
through 22. Curtain is at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 2 
and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 4 p.m. 
on Sunday (January 9 only). Tix $20; 
$15 for seniors and students. 

@ CINDERELLA. Foothills Theatre 
presents playwright Jack Neary’s 
adaptation of the tiber-“Cinderella 


story.” Kids and parents welcome. At 
the Courtyard off-Commercial Street 
adjacent to the Worcester Common 
Outlets, Worcester (508-754-4018) 
through January 1. Curtain is at 
10 a.m. Thursday through Saturday 
Tix $9 

@ DRESSED UP! WIGGED OUT! 
Writer/performers Paula Plum and 
Leslie Dillen “explore motherhood, 
sex, and death through clothing and 
memory” in this pair of lavishly ac- 
cessorized one-act performance 
pieces. In Dressed Up!, Dillen “wres- 
tles with her mother’s philosophy of 
life as that philosophy reverberates 
through Dillen to her daughter, Ta- 
tiana.” Wigged Out! “exposes the 
difficult but vastly affectionate rela- 
tionship between Plum and her moth- 
er, particularly during the months be- 
fore the older woman's death.” Amer 

ican Repertory Theatre stalwart 
Karen MacDonald directs the two 
pieces. At Boston Playwrights’ The 

atre, 949 Commonwealth Avenue 

Boston (617-358-PLAY), January 6 
through 17. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m 

on Monday and Thursday, at 8 p.m 

on Friday, at 3 and 8 p.m. on Satur 
day, and at 3 p.m. on Sunday. Tix 
$25; $20 for seniors and students 

@ FOREIGN AIDS. Influential 
South African satirist Pieter-Dirk Uys 
comes to town as part of the Ameri- 
can Repertory Theatre’s South 
African Festival; his appearance is co- 
produced by the Market Theatre and 
inaugurates the new Zero Arrow The- 
atre. In this new piece, Uys — whose 
“comic cabaret of characters” in- 
cludes Nelson Mandela, P.W. Botha, 
and his Dame Edna figure, Evita 
Bezuidenhout, “the most famous 
white woman in South Africa” — 
“shatters the deadly official silence 
that still hangs over the South African 
AIDS crisis. With his chorus line of 
monsters, masters, and madams, Uys 
uses humor to puncture state 
hypocrisy and speak truth to power.” 
At Zero Arrow Theatre, Zero Arrow 
Street, Harvard Square, Cambridge 
(617-547-8300), January 5 through 
23. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday 
through Thursday, at 8 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday, and at 2 and 7:30 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tix $35 to $45; $12 for 
students. (Sally Cragin’s preview is on 
page 21.) 

@ FORT AWESOME. [mprovBoston 
unveils “a bawdy comedy about three 
young men who gather each summer 
to pitch a tent, roast their wieners, 
and swap stories.” Veteran improv 
actor Josh Pritchard directs. At Im- 
prov Boston, 1253 Cambridge Street, 
Inman Square, Cambridge (617-576- 
1253), January 7 through February 
18. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Friday. Tix 
$12; $10 for seniors and students. 

@ THE GLASS MENAGERIE. Eric 
C. Engel directs fellow Elliot Norton 
Awardees Nancy E. Carroll and Vin- 
cent Ernest Siders in Tennessee 
Williams’s 1945 classic, a memory 
play set in 1939 in St. Louis, where 
Southern force of nature Amanda 
Wingfield tries to galvanize her 
trapped, sardonic son and marry off 
her painfully shy daughter. Emily 
Sophia Knapp and Lewis Wheeler 
play Laura and the Gentleman Caller. 
At the Lyric Stage Company: of 
Boston, 140 Clarendon Street, Boston 
(617-437-7172), January 7 through 
February 5. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday and Thursday (with 
2 p.m. Wednesday matinees January 
12 and February 2 and 2 p.m. student 
matinees January 19 and 26), at 
8 p.m. on Friday, at 4 and 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, and at 3 p.m. on Sunday. 

@® HAMLET. Jeremy Funke directs 
this Harvard-Radcliffe Dramatic Club 
production, a “reinterpretation” of 
Shakespeare’s tragedy in which 
‘Hamlet gains a newfound vitality 
through the framework and imagery 
of the Catholic Mass.” At the Loeb 
Drama Center Experimental Theatre, 
64 Brattle Street, Harvard Square, 
Cambridge (617-547-8300), January 
7 through 9 and 11 through 13. Cur- 
tain is at 7:30 p.m. Free and open to 
the public. 


@ HI-5 LIVE! Boston families a 
chance to get up close and personal 
with this 75-minute “hand-clapping, 
toe-tapping musical extravaganza” 
based on the popular, kinetic TLC and 
Discovery Kids TV show Hi-S when 
the Hi-5 Live! Move Your Body Tour 
stops in town as part of a 10-city tour 
It’s all about “motivating children to 
express themselves in individual, cre 
ative — and fun! 
cluding lots of audience participation 
At the Shubert Theatre, 265 Tremont 
Street, Boston (800-447-7400), Janu- 
ary 2. Curtain is at 10 a.m. and 
2 p.m. Tix $20 to $25 

@ IRAN MAN. The American Philo 
logical Association’s annual meeting 
hosts this staged reading of Amy 
Richlin’s play, a translation of Plau 
tus’s Persa. In Back Bay Room C on 
the second floor of the Sheraton Pru 
dential, 39 Dalton Street, Boston, 
January 7. Curtain is at 8 p.m. Free 
and open to the public 

@ JIMMY TINGLE. For the 11th 
year running, the Cambridge-bred 
lefty satirist “will help audiences 
process the year past and look toward 
the new year with his topical and 
timeless humor.” At Jimmy Tingle’s 
Off Broadway, 255 Elm Street, Davis 
Square, Somerville (617-591-1616) 
through January 2. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, at 7:30 and 
10:30 p.m. on Friday, and at 
7:30 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday 


new ways in 


Tix $20 to $25 

@ THE KREUTZER SONATA. Me: 

rimack Repertory Theatre scores the 

world premiere of Larry Pine’s one 

man tour de force performance of his 
adaptation of Tolstoy’s controversial 
1890 novella, “a penetrating look 
into the mind of a married man” that 
has Christianity duking it out with 
lust, murder, and Beethoven. Larry 
and Margaret Pine penned the adap- 
tation, with Margaret Pine providing 
a “musical landscape” and direction 
Larry Pine is best known as the excel- 
lent Astrov of Louis Malle’s 1994 film 
Vanya on 42nd Street; he’s joined on 
stage by pianist Bonnie Anderson and 
violinist Piotr Buczek. At Merrimack 
Repertory Theatre, 50 East Merri 
mack Street, Lowell (978-454-3926), 
through January 29. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. Wednesday through Friday, at 
4:30 and 8:30 p.m. on Saturday, and 
at 2 and 7 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $26 to 
$45; rush tickets 25 percent off, day 
of performance, one hour prior to 
curtain. 

@ THE LAST FIVE YEARS. 
Portsmouth’s Player's Ring Theatre 
takes on Tony-winning composer (for 
Parade) Jason Robert Brown’s unusu- 
al song cycle, a two-person musical 
chronicling the birth and death of a 
relationship between a burgeoning 
composer and a struggling actress, 
with the husband telling the story 
from start to finish and the wife mov- 
ing in the other direction. Rob Scullin 
directs. At the Player’s Ring, 105 
Marcy Street, Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire (603-436-8123), Decem- 
ber 31 through January 9. Curtain is 
at 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, at 
3 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 3 
and 7 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $10; $8 for 
seniors and students. 

@ THE LAST LITTLE PORN SHOP 
IN MANHATTAN. T&A Theatre 
Company “boldly comes to the de- 
fense of octogenarian porn-shop 
owners” in this play by Boston-based 
Anne Continelli. Set in 1998, the play 
pits Rudolph Giuliani and the forces 
that would clean up Times Square 
against an establishment called Bull- 
whips, Cock Rings, Slings and Things. 
Note, in case you were thinking of 
bringing Aunt Mildred, that the show 
“features adult language and refer- 
ences.” At the BCA Plaza Theatre at 
the Boston Center for the Arts, 539 
Tremont Street, Boston (617-933- 
8600), January 6 through 22. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. Thursday through Satur- 
day and at 7 p.m. on Sunday. Tix 
$20.50; special pay-what-you-can 
performance January 15 at 
10:30 p.m. The show moves to Dur- 
rell Hall at the Cambridge Family 
YMCA, 820 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Cambridge (866-811-4111), February 
3 through 26. Curtain is at 8 p.m 
Thursday through Saturday and at 
7 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $20 

@ LIES, HALF TRUTHS AND THE 
AMERICAN WAY. This new show is 


-“an improvisational and sketch-com 


edy revue that asks the questions 
does anyone tell the truth anymore, 
Continued on page 20 
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JIMMY TINGLE 


Jimmy Tingle performs in his solo shows! 
The New York Times: Tingle is "more than 
comic wit...cheerfully intelligent...uplifting" 


Thurs. Dec. 30 at 7:30 pm 
New Year's Eve at 7:30 & 10:30 pm 
Sat. Jan. 1 at 7:30 pm 
Sun. Jan. 2 at 7:30 pm 


Jimmy Tingle's OFF BROADWAY Theater 


255 Elm St. Davis Sq. Somerville 
617-591-1616 or www.jtoffbroadway.com 


Begins JANUARY 5TH 


Student Rush for only $12 


617-332-1646 
WWW.NEWREP.ORG 


An 
Outrageous, 
Scandalous, 
and Sexy 
Dark Comedy. 


Starring Austin Pendleton 


By Doug Wright . 
Directed by Rick Lombardo 


617-859-3300 


SHEAR 
MADNESS 


Boston's Hilarious Whodunit 
Now in its 25th smash year! 
Tuesdays - Fridays at 8pm 
Saturdays at 6:30 and 9:30pm 
Sundays at 3 and 7:30pm 
For tickets call: 


617-426-5225 


order online at 
WWW.SHEARMADNESS.COM 
or go to the box office at 


The 
Charles Playhouse 


Warrenton Street in the heart 
of Boston's Theater District 
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Continued from page 19 

and does anyone take the 
blame?” Featured is a “prison 
duet” for Stewart and Sad- 
dam Hussein; other scenes 
are inspired by audience sug- 
gestions. At Improv Asylum, 
216 Hanover Street, Boston 
(617-263-6887), indefinitely. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 
Wednesday and Thursday 
and at 8 and 10 p.m. on Fri- 
day and Saturday. Tix $15 to 
$20. 

@ THE LION KING. The 
eagerly awaited arrival in 
Boston of the Tony-winning 
1997 Broadway musical built 
by director/designer Julie 
Taymor on Disney’s 1994 an- 
imated film about a prodigal 
Hamlet with fur lives up to 
its hype. Local girl turned 
theater goddess Taymor 
turns the likable coming-of- 
age cartoon about a princely 
lion cub tricked into exile 
and returning to claim his 
rightful place into a graceful, 
percussive, multicultural 
pageant with songs by South 
African composer Lebo M 
added to those of Elton John 
and Tim Rice, regal masks 
and puppets melded to hu- 
mans, and stunning though 
simple effects, many of them 
inspired by Asian theater. 
There is a disconnect between Tay- 
mor’s contribution and Disney’s, so 
that sometimes the show seems like a 
slicing and dicing of primal exotica 
and cute cartoon. But the celebratory 
and moving opening number alone, 
with its parade of imaginatively con- 
ceived animals wafting down the 
aisles and onto the stage, is worth 
the price of admission. This is one 
show to be enjoyed by adults and 
cubs alike. At the Opera House, 539 
Washington Street, Boston (617-931- 
ARTS), through February 20. Curtain 
is at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday through 
Thursday (with 2 p.m. matinees on 
Friday December 31 and Wednesday 
February 16), at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 
2 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 1 
and 6:30 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $22.50 
to $87.50; $27.50 to $97.50 through 
January 2. 

@ MENOPAUSE THE MUSICAL. 
Jennie Linders’s hit Off Broadway 
musical, which “relyricizes” tunes 
from the 60s and ’70s to create a par- 
odic paean to a familiar checklist of 
apreés-40 concerns of the distaff set, is 
another critic-proof show that 
nonetheless takes the easy way out at 
every opportunity. There’s doubtless a 
clever musical to be written on the 
subject of menopause, but this one is 
no hot flash. The show, which brings 
four disparate middle-agers together 
at the lingerie counter of Blooming- 
dale’s New York, abounds in cliché. 
Still, the Boston cast is zippy, and a 
few of the sight gags are great. Just 
don’t go expecting The Vagina Mono- 
logues. At the Stuart Street Playhouse, 
200 Stuart Street, Boston (800-447- 
7400), indefinitely. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, at 4 
and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday. The holiday schedule, in 
effect through January 2, is as fol- 
lows. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Thurs- 
day and Friday and at 2 and 5 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tix $42.50, $38.25 for 
seniors and “Girls’ Night Out” groups 
of 10 or more; $50 on New Year’s 
Eve, which includes champagne and 
party favors. 

@ QUILLS. Artistic director Rick 
Lombardo directs Austin Pendleton 
as the infamous Marquis de Sade in 
2004 Pulitzer winner (for 1 Am My 
Own Wife) Doug Wright’s play, which 
became a 2000 film. Set in 1807 at 
the asylum at Charenton, where the 
Marquis has been locked away for 
writing pornographic novels, the 
play focuses on a power struggle be- 
tween the aristocratic inmate and 
the Abbé de Coulmier (Benjamin 
Evett), who runs the place. The Mar- 
quis is determined to keep writing, 
the Abbé takes away his writing im- 
plements, and the violent struggle 
escalates from there. At New Reper- 
tory Theatre, 54 Lincoln Street, 
Newton Highlands (617-332-1646), 
January 5 through February 6. Cur- 
tain is at 7 p.m. on Wednesday (with 
2 p.m. matinees on selected Wednes- 
days), at 8 p.m. on Thursday and 
Friday, at 4:30 and 8:30 p.m. on Sat- 
urday, and at 3 p.m. on Sunday 


JIMMY TINGLE is at Jimmy Tingle’s Off 
Broadway through January 2. 


(with 7 p.m. performances on select- 


| ed Sundays). Tix $30 to $48; $28 to 


$33 for January 5 and 6 previews 
and Wednesday matinees. 


| @ RADIO CITY CHRISTMAS 
| SPECTACULAR. This year for the 


first time, the Wang Theatre hosts a 


| touring version of the famed Radio 


City holiday entertainment featuring 
the long-legged, high-kicking lovelies 
dancing in such traditional numbers 
as “The Parade of the Wooden Sol- 
diers” and “The Living Nativity,” both 
of which have been on the Radio City 
program since 1933, and such rela- 
tive upstarts as “The 12 Days of 
Christmas” and “Christmas in New 
York.” The Rockettes do their thing 
with aplomb, but they deserve better 
than the taped music and soulless 
hoopla with which they are surround- 
ed. At the Wang Theatre, 270 
Tremont Street, Boston (800-447- 
7400), through December 31. Curtain 
is at 2 p.m. on Thursday and at 
1 p.m. on Friday. Tix $18.50 to 
$64.50. 

@ THE RIVALS. Artistic director 
Nicholas Martin is at the helm of this 
Huntington Theatre Company 
mounting of Richard Brinsley Sheri- 
dan’s 1775 comedy, a “satire of ro- 
mance, materialism, and social pre- 
tensions” featuring dueling, disguise, 
and famed language butcher Mrs. 
Malaprop — to be played here by 
Obie winner Mary Louise Wilson. 
Presented by the Huntington Theatre 


| Company at the Boston University 
| Theatre, 264 Huntington Avenue, 


Boston (617-266-0800), January 7 


| through February 6. Curtain is at 


7:30 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday 
(no performance January 18, but 


| there are 2 p.m. Wednesday matinees 
| January 19 and February 2), at 


8 p.m. on Friday, at 2 p.m. (no per- 


| formance January 8) and 8 p.m. on 


Saturday, and at 2 p.m. (no perform- 
ance January 9) and 7 p.m. (no per- 
formance January 30 or February 6) 
on Sunday. Tix $14 to $69. (Iris 
Fanger’s preview is on page 19.) 

@ SHEAR MADNESS. The dramatis 
personae of the audience-participa- 
tion whodunit (which is now the 
longest-running non-musical in 
American theater history) continue to 
comb Newbury Street for the murder- 


er of a classical pianist who lived over | 


the unisex hair salon where the show 
is set. At the Charles Playhouse Stage 
II, 74 Warrenton Street, Boston (617- 
426-5225), indefinitely. Curtain is at 
5 and 8 p.m. on Tuesday, at 8 p.m. 
Wednesday through Friday, at 6:30 
and 9:30 p.m. on Saturday, and at 3 
and 7:30 p.m. on Sunday. A different 
holiday schedule is in place through 
January 2. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 
Thursday and Friday and at 3 and 
8 p.m. on Saturday; there is no Sun- 
day performance January 2. Tix $34; 
$36 through January 1. 

@ SINGING FOREST. Bartlett Sher 
directs the East Coast premiere of 
Craig (Reckless) Lucas’s new play, 
which is being produced by Long 
Wharf Theatre in association with 


Seattle’s Intiman Theatre, 
where it debuted last sum 
mer. The three-act drama, 
which looks at the history 
that both unites and sepa- 
rates three generations of 
one family, “is a deeply felt 
examination of psychology, 
our culture’s infatuation 
with celebrity, and one 
family’s quest for redemp- 
tion, forgiveness, and 
love.” Nine actors, includ- 
ing Obie winner Kristine 
Nielsen and ART refugee 
Kristin Flanders, play mul- 
tiple roles. At Long Wharf 
Theatre, 222 Sargent 
Drive, New Haven, Con- 
necticut (203-787-4282 or 
800-782-8497), January 5 
through February 6. Cur- 
tain is at 7 p.m. on Tues- 
day, at 8 p.m. Wednesday 
through Friday, at 3 and 
8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 
2 and 7 p.m. on Sunday. 
Tix $30 to $60. 

@ THE SYRINGA TREE. 
As part of the American 
Repertory Theatre’s South 
African Festival, one-time 
ART actor Pamela Gien per- 
forms her successful Off 
Broadway one-woman 
show, “a personal, deeply 
evocative story of an abid- 
ing love between two fami- 
lies, one black, one white, and the 
two children that are born into their 
shared South African household in 
the early 1960s.” Gien plays 24 char- 
acters in the course of the piece, en- 


| deavoring “to make sense of the 
| chaos, magic, and darkness of 


Africa.” Larry Moss directs. Presented 
by the American Repertory Theatre at 
the Loeb Drama Center, 64 Brattle 
Street, Cambridge (617-547-8300), 
through January 16. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday, 
at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 2 and 8 p.m. 
on Saturday, and at 2 and 7:30 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tix $36 to $72; $12 for 
students. 

@ TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD. 
Foothills Theatre Company takes on 
the Southern-small-town classic by 
Harper Lee. No word on who plays 
Gregory Peck. At the Courtyard off of 
Commercial Street, adjacent to the 
Worcester Common Outlets, Worces- 
ter (508-754-4018), January 6 
through 30. Curtain is at 2 p.m. (no 
performance January 6) and 8 p.m. 
on Thursday, at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 
3 and 8:30 p.m. on Saturday, and at 
2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $26.50 to $32. 
@ TOPDOG/UNDERDOG. Kent 
Gash, associate artistic director of At- 
lanta’s Alliance Theatre Company, 
helms this staging, a co-production of 
Alliance, Trinity Repertory Company, 
and New Repertory Theatre, of Suzan- 
Lori Parks’s play, which won the 2002 
Pulitzer Prize for Drama. A “blazing vi- 
sion of sibling rivalry” that focuses on 


| two African-American hustler brothers 


named Lincoln and Booth, the show 
features Joe Wilson Jr. and Kes Khem- 
nu alternating as the brothers, who in 
turn alternate in the dynamic of the 


| title. At Trinity Repertory Theatre, 201 


Washington Street, Providence, Rhode 
Island (401-351-4242), January 7 
through February 15. Curtain is at 
7 p.m. on Tuesday and Wednesday 
(with 2 p.m. Wednesday matinees on 
January 26 and February 9), at 8 p.m. 
on Thursday and Friday (January 13 
it’s at 7 p.m.), at 2 p.m. (January 15 
and 29 and February 5 only) and 
8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 p.m. (no 
performance January 9) and 7 p.m. 
(no performance January 30 or Febru- 
ary 13) on Sunday. Tix $28 to $50; 
discounts for seniors; half-price rush, 
day of show. The production moves to 
New Repertory Theatre February 23 
through March 27. 

@ 2005 RITALIN READINGS. The 
Theatre Cooperative presents its an- 
nual festival of 10-minute plays. Each 
evening offers six to eight shorts 
along with live performance by local 
musicians. Spread across the two- 
evening event are short works by Con 
Chapman, Kelly DuMar, David Valdes 
Greenwood, George Matry Masselam, 
Carl A. Rossi, Roy Scutro, John Shea, 
Leslie Stierman, and Vladimir 
Zelevinsky. At the Theatre Coopera- 
tive, 277 Broadway, Somerville (617- 
625-1300, extension 1), January 7 
and 8. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday. Tix $10; half-price for 
military personnel 
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Dressed to thrill 


Meet South Africa’s political Uys 


By Sally Cragin 


wi a trunk full of costumes and a passionate commitment to 
promoting HIV/AIDS awareness, South African writer/performer 
Pieter-Dirk Uys (pronounced Ace) is sui generis — a one-man com- 
edy juggernaut of political satire and a practitioner of “political in- 
correctness.” He makes his Boston debut with a new solo show, 
Foreign Aids, courtesy of American Repertory Theatre's ongoing 
South African Festival, and promises “a look into another world.” 

It's a world rich in such personalities as Nelson Mandela, Arch- 
bishop Desmond Tutu, and former South African president P.W. 
Botha, who presided over the last years of apartheid. But others 
whom Uys channels are his own creations, among them Afrikaner 
Evita Bezuidenhout, “the most famous white woman in South 
Africa,” and her sister, unrepentant racist Bambi Kellermann, 
“Pamela Anderson without the bosoms.” 

Speaking by phone from his home in Darling, Uys talked about 
his themes and related stagecraft, which includes transforming 
into characters in front of the audience. He began doing this in the 
1980s, when his political comments attracted government disap- 
proval. “| was scared to go backstage because the police will get 
me,” he explains. “| thought I’d stay on stage with my box of tricks 
and then run.” 

With her elaborate coiffure and matronly couture, Evita might 
seem a cousin to Barry Humphries’s Dame Edna Everage (“the only 
comparison is that Barry and | are middle-aged men with good 
legs,” Uys deadpans), but Evita’s a political creature at heart. “| 
think she represents the amnesia we suffer in this country,” he 
says. “Part of my job with her is to make people in South Africa 
see we're not Bosnia. People expected apartheid to end in a blood- 


bath and it didn’t. | don’t want people to forget the extraordinary 
luck we had with Mandela.” 

Uys performed at La MaMa ETC in New York last year, and he 
finds numerous parallels between present-day terror-focused Amer- 
ica and apartheid-era South Africa. He notes that Botha “used 
words like ‘our war on terror’ and ‘if they're not for us they're 
against us.’” 

The new show includes material from the satirist’s lifelong reper- 
toire, but ART executive director Robert Orchard says current 
events in America “might provide him with an appropriate level of 
outrage.” Orchard continues, “His style is very embracing and 
truthful — even his e-mails are hysterical. | can't wait to get him 
here — | think he’s going to energize us all.” 

For the first two years of Mandela’s government, Uys refrained 
from on-stage commentary, but he couldn't stay on the sidelines 
for long. Though he supported the first post-apartheid leader, he 
was angered by “the extraordinary dichotomy where 600 people 
die every day because the government does nothing about HIV/ 
AIDS.” 

And so he began another career, as a one-man AIDS-awareness 
campaign. For the past five years, Uys has traveled to schools and 
spoken frankly about the disease to children. He charges no money 
and cites his crusade as “my biggest card of independence, my 
freedom of speech. Now I've met kids who aren't kids, they're 20. 
And they say, ‘Five years ago, you spoke to my school and | didn't 
know about this thing, and now | know and I’m safe.’” 

Perhaps the entertainer/crusader’s current endeavors aren't so 
far from his childhood aspirations, which included wanting to be a 
Calvinist minister (“because they went straight to heaven”). “In my 
sensible years, | wanted to be a teacher, and then the theater hi- 
jacked me,” Uys sighs. But in the meantime, there’s no shortage of 
material: “Government will never let me down — my best 
scriptwriters are the politicians,” he says. 

Foreign Aids /s presented by the American Repertory Theatre, in 
association with the Market Theatre, at Zero Arrow Theatre, 2 
Arrow Street in Harvard Square, January 5 through 23. Tickets are 
$12 to $45. Call (617) 547-8300 or visit www.amrep.org. 


>Listings 


PERFORMANCE 


@ THURSDAY 30 

BOSTON BALLET presents The Nut 
cracker Thurs. at 7:30 p.m. and Fri. at 
noon at the Colonial Theatre, 106 
Boylston St., Boston. Tickets $25 
$100; (617) 931-2787 


@ FRIDAY 31 
BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 
Thurs 


PARTICIPATORY 


@ THURSDAY 30 

GREEK FOLK DANCE is at 7 p.m. at 
the Greek Orthodox Church of the Vir 
gin Mary, 29 Central St., Somerville 
Free; (617) 625-2222 

MILONGA LA PORTENA is at 
8:30 p.m. at the Brookline Communi- 
ty Center for the Arts, 14 Green St., 
Brookline. Tickets $10; (617) 738 
2800 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES is at 8 p.m. at the VFW 
Mount Auburn Post, 688 Huron Ave 

Cambridge. Tickets $6; (781) 662 
6710 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE is at 
8 p.m. with a beginners’ dance at 
7:30 p.m. at the Universalist Church, 
211 Bridge St., Salem. Tickets $3; 
(978) 745-2229 

TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA 
AND MERENGUE DANCE is at 
8 p.m. at Ryles Jazz Club (second 
floor), 212 Hampshire St., Cambridge 
Tickets $12 before 9 p.m.; $8 after 
9 p.m.; (617) 876-9330 


@ FRIDAY 31 

BALKAN DANCE is at 7:30 p.m. at 
Scalzi School of Dance, 101 Bigelow 
Ave., Watertown. Tickets $8; (617) 
840-2362 

HAVANA CLUB SALSA is at 8 p.m 
at the Brookline Community Center 
for the Arts, 14 Green St., Brookline 
Tickets $10; (617) 738-2800 
INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE is 
at 8 p.m. at Park Avenue Congrega 
tional Church, 50 Paul Revere Rd., Ar 
lington. Tickets $7, $4 for students 
(781) 662-7475 

SANGRIA AND SALSA is at 6 p.m 
at Sophia’s, 1270 Boylston St., 
Boston. Tickets $10; (617) 351-7001 


@ SATURDAY 1 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES COUPLES DANCE is at 
8 p.m. at the Scout House, 74 Walden 
St., Concord. Tickets $8; (617) 547 
7781 

NOCHE DE LA SALSA is at 
9:30 p.m. at the Brookline Communi 
ty Center for the Arts, 14 Green St., 
Brookline. Tickets $10; (617) 738- 
2800 

RYLES DANCE HALL 

with ‘Latin, swing, and 

tango sounds with DJ 

Chris Johnston is at 

9 p.m. at Ryles Jazz 

Club (second floor), 

212 Hampshire 

St., Cambridge. 

Tickets $12; 

(617) 876- 

9330. 


@ SUNDAY 2 

EAST COAST SWING AND TWO- 
STEP is at 7 p.m. at Ashland Country 
Dance Hall, 162 West Union St., Ash- 
land. Tickets $4-$8; (508) 435-0950. 
INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANC- 
ING is from 8 to 11 p.m. at MIT, 
Sala de Puerto Rico, Stratton 
Student Center (second floor), 

84 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. 

Tickets $1; (617) 253- 

3655. 

ISRAELI FOLK DANCING is at 
8 p.m. at Harvard-Radcliffe Hillel, 52 
Mount Auburn St., Cambridge. Tick- 
ets $3, $2 for students; (617) 484- 
3267. 

MAMBO/SALSA CLUB with music 
by Mackie Burnette and DJ O’Bruno is 
at 1 p.m. at the Middle East, 480 
Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Tickets $15, 
$12 for students; (617) 524-2763 

LA MILONGUITA: ARGENTINE 
TANGO DANCE is at 7 p.m. (lesson) 
and 9 p.m. (dance) at the Brazilian Cul- 
tural Center, 310 Webster Ave., Cam- 
bridge. Tickets $10; (413) 585-9695 
SAMBA SUNDAY is at 7 p.m. at the 
Brookline Community Center for the 
Arts, 14 Green St., Brookline. Tickets 
$10; (617) 738-2800 

WEPA SALSA SUNDAY DANCE is 
from 8 p.m. to midnight at 179 South 
St. (sixth floor), Boston. Tickets $10; 
(617) 388-0925 


@ MONDAY 3 
BULGARIAN/BALKAN DANCING 
is at 7:30 p.m. at Green Street Stu 
dios, 185 Green St., Cambridge. Tick 
ets $12; (617) 840-2362 

GREEK FOLK DANCE is at 7 p.m. at 
the Hellenic Cultural Center, 25 
Bigelow Ave., Watertown. Suggested 
donation $10; (617) 491-5463 
HAVANA CLUB MAMBO MONDAY 
SALSA DANCE is at 9:30 p.m. at 
Green Street Grill, 280 Green St., 
Cambridge. Tickets $8; (617) 312 
5550 

HAVANA CLUB SALSA is at 9 p.m 
at Ryles Jazz Club (second floor), 212 
Hampshire St., Cambridge. Tickets 
$10; (617) 312-5550 

ISRAELI FOLK DANCE is from 
8 p.m. to midnight at Temple Ke- 
hillath Israel, 384 Harvard Ave., 
Brookline. Tickets $4, $3 for students; 
(617) 484-4282 

NEW ENGLAND SQUARES AND 
CONTRAS features music by Yankee 
Ingenuity at 7:30 p.m. at the Scout 
House, 74 Walden St., Concord. Tick 
ets $7; (781) 272-0396 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE is at 
7:45 p.m. at Springstep, 98 George P. 
Hassett Dr., Medford. Tickets $7, $4 
for students; (617) 661-5899 
SWING ARLINGTON ic at 9 p.m 
(with lessons at 6:45 and 7:45 p.m.) 
at Elks Dance Hall, 56 Pond Lane, Ar 
lington. Tickets $10 before 9 p.m., $6 
after; (617) 623-3134 


@ TUESDAY 4 

BALKAN DANCE is at 8:30 p.m. at 
Sava Serbian Orthodox Church, 33 
West Water St., Wakefield. Tickets $7; 
(781) 246-9663 


@ WEDNESDAY 5 
ARGENTINE TANGO DANCE is at 
7:30 p.m. at the Elks Lodge, 55 Bish 
op Allen Dr., Cambridge. Tickets $5; 
(617) 270-4994 

DANCE FREEDOM is a smoke- and 
alcohol-free barefoot dance at 
7:30 p.m. at the First Congregational 
Church, 11 Garden St., Cambridge 
Tickets $6; (978) 369-7522 
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE is 
from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. at Park Av 
enue Congregational Church, 50 Paul 
Revere Rd., Arlington Heights. Tickets 
$8, $3 for students; (781) 662-6710 
ISRAELI DANCE is at 7 p.m. at MIT 
Lobby of Building 13, 77 Mass. Ave., 
Cambridge. Suggested donation $1 
(617) 253-3655 

SALSA BOSTON DANCE is from 
10 p.m. to 2 a.m. at Sophia’s, 1270 
Boylston St., Boston 
9 p.m. Tickets $10, 
(617) 513-9841 
TANGO BREAK is at 8:30 p.m. at 
the VFW Mount Auburn Post, 688 
Huron Ave., Cambridge 

Tickets $5; (617) 


699-6246 


— 


Lessons at 


$2 for lesson; 


@ THURSDAY 6 

FIESTA FLAMENCA is at 9 p.m. at 
Sophia’s, 1270 Boylston St., Boston. 
Lessons at 9 p.m. Tickets $10; (617) 
513-7001 

GREEK FOLK DANCE. See listing 
for previous Thurs 

MILONGA LA PORTENA. See list 
ing for previous Thurs 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES. See listing for previous 
Thurs 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE. See 
listing for previous Thurs 
TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA 
AND MERENGUE DANCE. See list- 
ing for previous Thurs 
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WINTER PREVIEW: art 





| know what girls like 


Girl culture, boys’ life, and Andy Warhol at Boston museums 


BY RANDI HOPKINS 


omen on the town, boys being 

boys, artists portraying artists, 

and the cotton-candy world of 
dreams and sentimentality give 
Boston-area museumgoers a lot to 
look at in 2005, as group shows rule 
and our own cultural legacy (our 
cars, our chairs, our celebrities) con- 
tinues to prove endlessly fascinating 
— visually and intellectually — in 
the hands of artists in all media. 
World travel, recent history, and the 
architectural fantasies of the rich 
also inspire new exhibitions in the 
New Year. 

Gender issues have fueled some 
truly provocative art in recent 
decades, and the hot topic seems to 
grow only more so as we move from 
Shere Hite and 
Carolee Schnee- 
man to Mean 
Girls and Lisa 
Yuskavage. 
“Girls’ Night 
Out” at the Ad- 
dison Gallery of 
American Art 
(180 Main 
Street at Phillips 
Academy in Andover, January 
22-April 3) is a confident, hair-flip- 
ping take on the gentle sex, featur- 
ing photography and video by 10 in- 
ternational artists including Rineke 
Dijkstra and Katy Grannan, whose 
forthright photographic portraits of 
contemporary women get to our 
inner lives through our external lives 
— our skins, our couches — in a 
way that is almost uncomfortably in- 
timate. Also potentially uncomfort- 
able — but in a good way — “Alex- 
is Rockman: Manifest Destiny” 
comes to the Addison March 
12-June 5, with a sprawling mural 
depicting the mad scientist/painter’s 
apocalyptic vision of downtown 
Brooklyn in the year 5000. 

The topic of growing up female is 
also under scrutiny in 
“Lauren Greenfield: 
Girl Culture,” “Bar- 
bara Zucker: Time 
Signatures,” and 
“Alex McQuilkin: 
Get Your Gun Up 
and Teenage Day- 
dream” at Tufts Uni- 
versity Art Gallery (40R 
Talbot Avenue in Med- 
ford, February 
10—March 27). 
Greenfield’s photo- 
graphs examine how 
girls today express their 
identities, insecurities, 
and ambitions through 
their bodies. Zucker’s 
seemingly abstract 
sculptures are actually 
based on wrinkles in 
women’s faces. And 
McQuilkin imports 
such hackneyed but 
lovable genres as the 
spaghetti Western and 
the music video into 
her video investigations 
of contemporary fe- 
male protagonists; the 
press release for “Get 





Warhol as seen by 

others is on view 

at the ICA and the 
Fitchburg Art Museum. 


a psychological showdown borrowed 
from Sergio Leone’s The Good, the 
Bad and the Ugly, replacing guns 
with sexuality. Let’s hope the music’s 
as good! 

The dancer, choreographer, per- 
former, filmmaker, writer, and all- 
around pioneering avant-garde per- 
sonage Yvonne Rainer is the subject 
of “Yvonne Rainer: Radical 
Juxtapositions 1961-2002” at 
Harvard’s Carpenter Center (24 
Quincy Street in Harvard Square, 
March 18—April 22). A founding 
member of the influential Judson 
Dance Theater in 1962, Rainer has 
made experimental films on fraught 
political and social issues that reveal 
avenues of exploration for batches of 
subsequent 
artists; you 
can re-exam- 
ine the real 
deal in this 
critical retro- 
spective. 
Cairo-born 
artist Ghada 
Amer picks 
up an embroi- 
dery hoop rather than a camera to 
make her political points: her instal- 
lation “Ghada Amer” in the lobby 
of the Davis Museum and Cultural 
Center at Wellesley College (106 
Central Street in Wellesley, March 
9-June 19) features wallpaper and 
tableware focusing on definitions of 
terror and terrorism found in Eng- 
lish, French, and Arabic dictionaries 
from the 1700s to the present. 

Snakes and snails, etc., are the 
focus of “Boys Life” at Evos Arts 
(98 Middle Street in Lowell, Febru- 
ary 14-March 16). Curated by 
Denise Markonish, and featuring 
work by seven guy-artists, the show 
looks at stereotypically male activi- 
ties, like fishing and war, with 
humor and bite. And two boyishly 





GENDERED: Sally Tykkd’s The Sickest One (1997) is part of 
Your Gun Up” promises “Girls’ Night Out” at the Addison Gallery of American Art. 


charming shows come to the Muse- 


um of Fine Arts (465 Huntington Av- 


enue in Boston) in ’05: namely, 
“Damien Hirst” (January 
24—April 24) and “Speed, Style, 
and Beauty: Cars from the 
Ralph Lauren Collection” 
(March 6—July 3). British sensation 
Hirst is notorious for his prescient, 
edgy curatorial abilities as well as 
for sculptures that could be on the 
run from a natural-history museum 
or a pharmaceutical lab: a 12-foot 
tiger shark in a tank of formalde- 
hyde, for example, or medicine cabi- 
nets with dozens upon dozens of 
apothecary bottles. The MFA show 
promises eight works that span 
Hirst’s career, including a 2004 piece 
featuring live butterflies. Not-so-bad 
boy Ralph Lauren must have exqui- 
site taste, wouldn’t ya’ guess? Six- 
teen of the fabulous cars he’s collect- 
ed, by such fine automakers as Bent- 
ley, Bugatti, and Ferrari, will be on 
view at the MFA as examples of in- 
novative design and sculptural form 
(and excessive testosterone?). 

American cultural identity forms 
the roots of “Brad Kahlhamer: 
Let’s Walk West” at Mass College 
of Art’s Bakalar Gallery (621 Hunt- 
ington Avenue in Boston, February 
10-March 23), an exhibition of re- 
cent work by this renowned Arizona- 
born, New York-based artist and 
musician. Kahlhamer’s work draws 
on his Native American heritage, re- 
cent treks into the desert, and visits 
with Native American rock musi- 
cians in the Phoenix area. Also at 
Mass Art, “Outpost” (January 
26—March 19) looks at constructed 
utopias along the lines of American 
transcendentalism and ’60s counter- 
cultural experiments — a rich, 
proud, and admittedly kind of odd 
tradition around here. 

The faces and figures of most con- 
temporary artists are not well known 
outside the small circle of the art 
world, and when artists make images 
of other artists, the portraits they cre- 
ate are necessarily mul- 
tilayered, revealing 
artistic lineages, social 
dynamics, and collabo- 
rative aspects as well as 
physical resemblance. 
In “Likeness: Por- 
traits of Artists by 
Other Artists” at the 
Institute of Contempo- 
rary Art (955 Boylston 
Street in Boston, Janu- 
ary 19-—May 1), the re- 
lationship between 
artist-portrayer and 
artist-portrayed be- 
comes very much part 
of the subject matter in 
more than 50 depic- 
tions of artists by 
artists, including Debo- 
rah Kass’s silkscreen of 
Cindy Sherman as Liza 
Minelli (by way of 
Andy Warhol). Also at 
the ICA during this 
time, “Momentum 3: 
Kanishka Raja” pres- 
ents large-scale paint- 
ings of interior spaces 
crammed with disori- 
enting convergences of 
texture, pattern, per- 
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GIVING GOOD FACE: Neil Winokur’s Andy Warhol (1982) is featured 
in the ICA’s “Likeness: Portraits of Artists by Other Artists.” 


spective, and objects, all created 
specifically for the ICA, and referenc- 
ing the idiosyncratic space itself. Of 
course, the whole “artist as celebrity” 
thing can be traced to celebrity- 
hound Andy Warhol, himself the sub- 
ject of “Andy Warhol: Intimate 
and Unseen” at the Fitchburg Art 
Museum (Merriam Parkway in Fitch- 
burg, February 27—May 30), featur- 
ing photographs from the private col- 
lection of former Paramount Pictures 
exec and Warhol pal Jon Gould. 

“Dreaming Now” at the Rose 
Art Museum at Brandeis University 
(415 South Street in Waltham, Janu- 
ary 27-April 24) presents eight 
mixed-media, interactive installa- 
tions, each reflecting the unique cul- 
tural perspective of its creator. The 
show promises to raise questions 
about the political, social, and cul- 
tural potential of dreaming, with 
works such as Marina Abramovic’s 
Dream Bed, where visitors may enter 
a private space and nap for an hour, 
then record their dreams in a conve- 
niently provided “Dream Book.” 

Pink curlicues, along with hearts, 
flowers, candy, and birds, are some of 
the sugary decorative motifs em- 
ployed in “Pretty Sweet” at the 
DeCordova Museum and Sculpture 
Park (51 Sandy Pond Road in Lin- 
coln, January 15-April 15), which 
brings together more than 100 art- 
works by 33 artists that will presum- 
ably fill the museum with sweetness 
and light . . . except for the works 
that use this appealing visual im- 
agery to tackle such heavy subjects as 
domestic abuse, racial and gender op- 
pression, consumerism, and pornog- 
raphy. Some artists use sentimental 
imagery because it makes them 
happy, some use it because of its nos- 
talgic associations, and some use it 
with irony; this show offers much 
food for thought on a rich topic. 

Not many of us know much about 


contemporary life in the Republic of 
Moldova (located between Romania 
and Ukraine), but a young artist from 
the region is changing that. “Pavel 
Braila” at MIT’s List Visual Art Cen- 
ter (32 Ames Street in Cambridge, 
February 3—April 10) presents a 
large-scale installation consisting of a 
selection of large photographs and 
six enormous video projections, in- 
cluding the video “Baron’s Hill,” in 
which Braila records elaborate fanta- 
sy homes built by the city’s powerful, 
to be used purely for entertaining, 
often without any utilities or perma- 
nent residents. On a humbler scale, 
“The Paper Sculpture Show” at 
Art Interactive (130 Bishop Allen 
Drive in Cambridge, February 
18—March 27) lets you bend it (or rip 
it or crumple it) like Beckham, invit- 
ing gallery visitors to create sculpture 
following instructions designed by 29 
artists, including E.V. Day, Rachel 
Harrison, Glenn Ligon, and Fred 
Tomaselli. More designing artists ap- 
pear in “Strategic Design” at the 
fledgling GASP (362 Boylston Street 
in Boston, February 11-28) in a 
group show curated by the always- 
thought-provoking Micah Malone. 

Or just relax and imagine taking a 
seat at “Chairs” at the Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum (280 the 
Fenway in Boston, February 11—May 
8), where Indian photographer 
Dayanita Singh’s contemporary 
“chair portraits” will be shown with 
— and projected onto — historic 
chairs from the Gardner’s permanent 
collection. For armchair travelers, 
“Island Thresholds: Contem- 
porary Art from the 
Caribbean” at the Peabody Essex 
Museum (East India Square in 
Salem, February 19-June 5) presents 
the work of four artists, each of 
whom takes a very different look at 
the role of the sea in the region’s cul- 
tural identity. i 
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galleries 


Admission to the following galleries is 
free, unless otherwise noted. In addi- 
tion to the hours listed here, many gal- 
leries are open by appointment. Gal- 
leries are in Boston, except where indi- 
cated otherwise. Galleries with photo 
exhibitions are listed under Photogra- 


phy. 

NEWBURY STREET 

BACK BAY 

ACME FINE ART (617-585-9551), 38 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Jan. 4-Feb. 5: “Michael 
Loew: Towards Geometric Abstrac- 
tion.” 

ALIANZA GALLERY (617-262-2385), 
154 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. 
Through Dec. 31: “The Accessories 
Show, The Jewelry Show.” 

ALPHA GALLERY (617-536-4465), 
14 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Through Jan. 5: “Scott Prior: 
Paintings.” 

ARDEN GALLERY (617-247-0610), 
129 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 30: 
‘Joanne Mattera: New Works.” Jan. 4- 
30: “Tom Paiement: Acoustical/Visual 
Resonance.” 

BARBARA KRAKOW GALLERY 
(617-262-4490), 10 Newbury St., 
Boston. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Through Feb. 2: “Sets.” 

CASSAVA BOBA LOUNGE (617- 
266-5397), Call for hours. Through 
Dec. 31: work by Teal Sallen 

CHASE GALLERY (617-859-7222), 
129 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: 
“Steve Hollinger: Borrowed Time.” 
Jan. 5-29: work by Bill Brauer. 

CHILDS GALLERY (617-266-1108), 
169 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri., 
9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Mon., Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Through Jan. 7: “Les Petits 
Tableaux”; “We Like It So Much: 
Prints”; “Boston Scenes.” 

COPLEY SOCIETY OF BOSTON 
(617-536-5049), 158 Newbury St., 
Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10:30 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Jan, 6-Feb. 5: “New Mem- 
bers’ Show.” Reception Jan. 6, 5:30- 
7:30 p.m. 

ECLIPSE GALLERY (617-247-6730), 
164 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 31: 
“Michael Harlan Domina: Man2Man.” 
FRENCH LIBRARY AND CULTUR- 
AL CENTER (617-912-0400), 53 
Marlborough St., Boston. Tues.-Thurs., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Through Jan. 4: “Portraits by 
Susan Stone.” Jan. 6-Feb. 4: “Nana 
Gregory: Cultural Salvage.” 

HALEY & STEELE (617-536-6339), 
91 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Through Dec. 31: “The Paul Revere 
Portfolio: Works That Changed Ameri- 
ca.” Through Jan. 8: work by Ronalee | 
Crocker. 

HARCUS GALLERY (617-451-3221), 

6 Melrose St., Boston. Call for hours. | 
Ongoing: Boston Group Artists show. | 
INTERNATIONAL POSTER | 
GALLERY (617-375-0076), 205 New- | 
bury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
6 p.m.; Sun., noon-6 p.m. Through | 
Jan. 31: “Naughty and Nice.” 

JUDI ROTENBERG GALLERY (617- 
437-1518), 130 Newbury St., Boston. 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through 
Dec. 30: “Fresh from Providence: An- 
thony Falcetta and Dave Cole.” Jan 4- 
11: “VideoSpace 2: Natalie Loveless.” 
JUDY ANN GOLDMAN FINE ART | 
(617-424-8468), 14 Newbury St., 
Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-S p.m. 
Through Jan. 9: “Jill Slosburg-Acker- 
man: Sculpture and Drawing.” 

JUST AFRICA GALLERY (617-536- 
1648), 201 Newbury St., Boston. 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon- | 
5 p.m. Ongoing: contemporary stone | 
sculptures by major and emerging 
artists from Zimbabwe, with works by 
Henry Munyaradzi and Gladman | 
Zinyeka. 

KELLY BARRETTE FINE ART (617- 
266-2475), 129 Newbury St., Boston. 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1- 
5 p.m. Ongoing: revolving exhibit fea- | 
turing works by Lisa Houck, Nancy | 
Wagner, and others. 
KIDDER SMITH GALLERY (617- | 
424-6900), 131 Newbury St., Boston. 
Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through 
Jan. 15: new work by Morgan Carver. 
LATTITUDE GALLERY (617-927- 
4400), 218 Newbury St., Boston. | 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon- | 
5 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Great Gifts, | 
Small Packages.” Jan. 2-31: “Mixed | 
Media.” 
MARTIN LAWRENCE GALLERIES 
(617-360-4800), 77 Newbury St., 
Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; 
Sun., 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Ongoing: works 
by Picasso, Chagall, Warhol, Lichten- 
stein, and more. 
NIELSEN GALLERY (617-266-4835), | 
179 Newbury St., Boston. Wed.-Fri., | 


Super crafty 


‘Wonder Worlds’ at Mass MoCA; Wilcox and Shannon at Boston Sculptors 


by Randi Hopkins 


Mi aterials we know from our earliest stabs at art-making 
— pom-poms, colored tape, colored pipe cleaners — 
provide the tools that sculptor Linda Price-Sneddon needs to 
turn an ordinary gallery space into a full-surround, walk- 
right-into-it experience, complete with cascading woolly 
blobs, magical pools of fuzzy and glittery stuff, and, recently, 


animated video images. 
Her new installation, 
“Wonder Worlds: Obser- 
vations in Pipe Cleaners 
and Pom-Poms,” in the 
Kidspace Gallery at the 
Massachusetts Museum 
of Contemporary Art 
(Mass MoCA), occupies 
a 2,000-square-foot 
space on the third floor 
of that amazing North 
Adams outpost for con- 
temporary art of all 
stripes. It also doubles 
as a hands-on family ac- 
tivity. 

“The whole exhibition 
is about looking, about 
observation,” Price- 
Sneddon explains on the 
phone from her home in 
Salem. “Kidspace is a 
collaborative project of 
the Williams College 
Museum of Art and the 
Sterling & Francine 
Clark Art Institute with 
Mass MoCA, and the no- 
tion of the place is to 
act as a contemporary- 
art gallery for adults and 
children, with a mission 
of bringing contempo- 
rary art — behind-the- 
scenes contemporary art 
— to children. As part 


cn ice-Sneddon, 


from “Wonder Worlds” 


* 


of this, the artists work in residency with three local school 
districts. Kidspace is a gallery with a workshop in the back; 
visitors are free to enjoy the gallery space, or to go into the 
back and create their own projects to take with them — 
we've gone through over 100,000 pipe cleaners so far!” 

As part of her residency at Mass MoCA, Price-Sneddon has 
been doing a special project with area second- and third- 
graders. “I’m working with the kids to create a wall drawing 
based on their observations of a day’s events. | challenge the 
kids to turn up their senses for a day, to pay attention to spe- 
cial patterns that might occur, to see things they haven't 
seen before. | tell them that we think of computers as amaz- 
ing machines, but really, our own bodies are the most amaz- 


ing machines around.” 


10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 22: ‘Jake 
Berthot: A Survey Exhibition 1968-Pre- 
sent.” 

RICHARDSON-CLARKE GALLERY 
(617-266-3321), 38 Newbury St., 
Boston. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Ongoing: American & 
European 19th & 20th Century Paint- 
ings & Drawings. 

ST. GEORGE GALLERY (617-424- 
0024), 162 Boylston St., Boston. Tues.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Through Dec. 30: recent paint- 
ings by William St. George; “Judy St. 
Peter: Cape Cod”; work by Sandra 
Mueller-Dick, Anne Grandin, Christina 
Keating. Jan. 1-31: “Integral.” 

SUSAN SARGENT INTERIORS 
(617-262-2226), 132 Newbury St., 
Boston. Mon.-Tues., 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; 
Wed.-Sat., 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
6 p.m. Through Jan. 3: “Lisa Jouck: 
New Oil on Wood Paintings.” 
THOMAS KINKADE NEWBURY 
STREET GALLERY (866-639-2879), 
221 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun., noon-6 p.m. Fea- 
tures over 100 limited edition canvas 
lithographs by Thomas Kinkade. 

VOSE GALLERIES (617-536-6176), 
238 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 
8 a.m.- 5:30 p.m., Sat., 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Through Dec. 31: “Polly Thayer 
(Starr): A Celebration of the Artist’s 
100th Birthday.” 


SOUTH END 

ARS LIBRI (617-357-4212), 500 Har- 
rison Ave., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.- 
6 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Permanent 
collection features rare and scholarly 
books in the fine arts 

BERENBERG GALLERY (617-536- 
0800), 4 Clarendon St., Boston. Tues.- 
Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: 
“Rose deSmith Greenman: Transi- 
tions.” 

BOSTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
Mills Gallery (617-426-5000), 539 
Tremont St., Boston. Sun., Wed.- 
Thurs., noon-5 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., noon- 
10 p.m. Through Jan. 9: “Cut”; “Game 
Time Series.” 

BOSTON SCULPTORS GALLERY 
(617-482-7781), 486 Harrison Ave., 
Boston Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Jan. 
4-Feb. 5: “Pat Shannon: Unbecoming”; 
“Leslie Wilcox: Weightless.” 
BROMFIELD GALLERY (617-451 
3605), 450 Harrison Ave., Boston 
Wed.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Jan. 5-29: “Na 
talie Loveless: (Co)Operation.” 
CENTER FOR LATINO ARTS (617- 
927-1730), 85 W. Newton St., Boston 
Call for hours. Through Jan. 5: “Adal 
Maldonado: Blueprints for a Nation.” 
EQUATOR GALLERY (857-540- 
9236), 450 Harrison Ave., Suite 201, 
Boston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 
noon-5 p.m. Ongoing: “Latin American 
Fine Art.” 





Working with Price-Sneddon, the students have translated 
their observations onto the gallery walls, using large sheets 
of colored paper, colored tape, color-coding dots, and of 
course, pipe cleaners — in hues that go far beyond elemen- 
tary school. Price-Sneddon, who was originally trained as a 
landscape painter, was drawn to her unorthodox materials 





because of their flexibil- 
ity and the fact that 
they can be undone. “| 
like being able to put 
them together and take 
them apart again, like 
elements in a weird pe- 
riodic table,” she 
laughs. More seriously, 
“they are capable of the 
immediacy of drawing 
— i see the twine and 
pipe cleaners as line, 
the pom-poms as color 
fields, and the putty 
also as a drawing ele 
ment. The new element 
with this show is video, 
which adds movement 
and time. | think of my 
work as 3-D drawings, 
because of that immedi- 
acy. You don't have to 
wait for a pom-pom to 
dry!” 

Sculpture also does 
the unexpected — in 
this case, float and twist 
in the air, or lean like 
de-installed, 
paintings on the floor 
in “Weightless: Leslie 
Wilcox” and “Unbecom- 
ing: Pat Shannon,” two 
shows opening January 
4 at Boston Sculptors 
Gallery’s new digs in the 


wanna-be 


South End. The airy space promises to be a fantastic venue 
for exhibitions, as these artists grapple with gravity and 


mass, form and function. 


Linda Price-Sneddon’s “Wonder Worlds: Observations in 
Pipe Cleaners and Pom-Poms” is at Mass MoCA's Kidspace 
Gallery, 87 Marshall Street in North Adams, through Febru- 
ary 27. Kidspace is open from noon to 4 p.m. Saturdays and 
Sundays (closed on January 1); admission is free. Go to 
www. massmoca.org/kidspace or call (413) 662-2111 for di- 
rections and information. “Weightless: Leslie Wilcox” and 
“Unbecoming: Pat Shannon” are at Boston Sculptors Gallery, 
486 Harrison Avenue in the South End, January 4 through 
February 5, with an opening reception January 7, from 5 to 


8 p.m. Call (617) 482-7781. 


GALERIE SWANSTROM (617-574 
9800), 450 Harrison Ave., Suite 303, 
Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m 
Through Jan. 29: “Caleb Weintraub 
See How They Run.” 
GENOVESE/SULLIVAN GALLERY 
(617-426-9738), 23 Thayer St., 
Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10:30 a.m 
5:30 p.m. Through Jan. 4: “David 
Omar White: New Work.” 

HAMILL GALLERY OF AFRICAN 
ART (617-442-8204) 2164 Washing- 
ton St., Boston. Thurs.-Sat., noon- 
6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through 
Jan. 16: “Family Matters: The Portrayal 
of Relationships in African Sculpture.” 
HEALING & ARTS STUDIO (617 
859-9561), 731 Harrison Ave., Boston 
Mon., Fri., 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; 
Tues.-Wed., Sat., noon-7 p.m. Through 
Jan. 8: “Celebrate 10 Years of Art, 
Healing & Community.” 

KINGSTON GALLERY (617-423- 
4113), 450 Harrison Ave., Boston 
Tues.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Jan. 4-29 
“Richard DeVeau: New Paintings.” 
LOCCO RITORO GALLERY (617 
875-3284), 450 Harrison Ave., Suite 
37, Boston. Call for hours. Through 
Jan. 1: “Scott Listfield: Astronaut.” 
MARIO DIACONO GALLERY (617 
560-1608), 500 Harrison Ave., Boston 
Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 31: “Matthew Ritchie: Two-Way 
Shot.” 





SAMSON PROJECTS (617-357- 
7177), 450 Harrison Ave., Boston. Fri.- 
Sun., noon-6 p.m. Through Jan. 14 
“The Urge That Binds.” 

SOPRAFINA GALLERY (617-728- 
0770), 450 Harrison Ave., Boston. 
Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through 
Dec. 31: “December Salon Show.” 
STACY BUESCHELS COURTYARD 
GALLERY (617-556-2999), 46 
Waltham St., Boston. Fri., noon-7 p.m.; 
Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through Jan. 8 
“One Foot Square.” 


DOWNTOWN 

ARTEMIS GALLERY (617-338 
4122), 92 South St., Boston. Tues.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m., extended hours to 
8 p.m. on Thurs. Ongoing: 18th and 
19th century Chinese furniture. Now 
on view: “New Chinese Works”; works 
from Quin Feng’s “Original Sound” se- 
ries, and “lyrical” scrolls by Fei Yang. 
BOSTON CITY HALL Scollay Square 
Gallery (617-635-3245). City Hall 
Plaza, Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
— Mayor’s Art Gallery. Through Jan. 9: 
“Yu-Wen Wu: Unfolding Folio.” 

FORT POINT ARTS COMMUNITY 
GALLERY (617-423-4299), 300 Sum- 
mer St., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.- 
3 p.m.; Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through Feb 
4: “Skin: Works by Deborah Bohnert 
and Jessie Morgan.” 

GALLERY 121 Charles Street Meeting 
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House, (617-367-7171), 121 Mt. Ver 
non St., Boston. Call for hours 
Through Jan. 2: “Life in Transition 
Work by Anne Brown and Suzanne 
Kuffler.” 

ONYX HOTEL (617-557-9955), 155 
Portland St., Boston. Daily 9 a.m.- 
8 p.m. Through Jan. 10: work by 
Charles Tersolo 


OTHER BOSTON 
NEIGHBORHOODS 

ART MARKET GALLERY (617-522 
1729), 36 South St., Jamaica Plain 
Thurs.-Fri., 4-7 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., noon- 
6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Dermot 
Meagher: Drawings; Tony Paris: Pho- 
tographs; Patti Hudson: Sculpture.” 
ATLANTIC WORKS GALLERY (617 
567-8866), 80 Border St., East Boston 
rhurs., 6-9 p.m. Through Dec. 30 
“Laura Rollins: Tis the Season.” 

THE CHELSEA CITY (617-884 
9887), 173 Washington Ave., Chelsea 
Mon.-Fri., 7 a.m.-noon; Sat., 9 a.m 
2 p.m.; Wed.-Sat., 4-10 p.m. Through 
Dec. 31: paintings by Lois Hutchinson 
GREEN STREET GALLERY (617 
522-0000), 141 Green St., Jamaica 
Plain. Wed.-Sat., noon-5 p.m.; Tues 
Thurs., 6-9 p.m. Closed through Jan. 3 
Through Jan. 29: work by Emil Corsil 
lo 

JOHN RAIMONDI GALLERY (617 
241-1165), 80 City Square, 
Charlestown. By appointment only. 
Through Jan. 7: “Robert S. Neuman 
Selections 1951-2004 Paintings and 


Drawings 

MAVERICK GALLERY (617-569 
1233), 37 Maverick Sq., East Boston 
Daily 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
“Leigh Hall: Linear Meditations.’ 
PARADISE LOUNGE (617-562 
8814), 967 Comm. Ave., Boston 
Nightly, 5 p.m. to late. Through Jan 
16: “Dumb Luck Revisited: A Dozen 


Years of Baseman Posters and Prints.” 
WEST END BRANCH LIBRARY 
(617-523-3957), 151 Cambridge St., 


Boston. Mon.-Wed., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Thurs., noon-8 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m 
5 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Through 
Dec. 30: “Avenue of the Arts Exhibit.’ 
CAMBRIDGE 

SOMERVILLE 

WATERTOWN 

ALL ASIA CAFE (617-497-1544), 354 
Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Call for hours 
Through Dec. 31: “Modern Pop Art in 
Acrylic by Lili Driever 

ART ATTACK (617-441-3833), 108 
Beacon St., Somerville. Call for hours 
Through Jan. 14: “Caleb Sonik Neelon 
Exterior Goes Interior 

ART INTERACTIVE (617-498-0100) 
130 Bishop Allen Dr., Cambridge 
Thurs., Sat.-Sun., noon-6 p.m 
Through Jan. 30: “Intimachine, the Art 
of Intimacy, Expectation and Behav- 


1or 
CAMBRIDGE ARTS COUNCIL 
Gallery 57 (617-349-4380), 57 Inman 
St., Cambridge. Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m. 
5 p.m., until 8 p.m. on Thurs. Through 
Feb. 2: “Reaching Water.” 
CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL 
ARTS CENTER (617-577-1400), 41 
Second St., Cambridge. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., noon-4 p.m 
Through Jan. 7: “Word Path: Weavings 
and Tapestry by Faye Zhang.” 
CAMBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
(617-492-7794), 449 Broadway, Cam- 
bridge. Mon., Wed., Fri., 10 a.m.- 
6 p.m.; Tues., Thurs., 10 a.m.-9 p.m 
Through Dec. 31: “Star Poole: Santa’s 
Changed World.” 
CAMBRIDGE SEVEN ASSOCIATES 
(617-492-7000), 1050 Mass. Ave., 
Cambridge. Through Jan. 26: “S 
Georgine Pennington: Working with 
Nature’s Palette.” 
GALLERY AT SELLETTO (617-441 
3636), 1356 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Sun., noon- 
6 p.m. Through Jan. 15: “Connecting 
Our Thoughts.” 
MATHER HOUSE (617-495-4834), 
10 Cowperthwaite St., Cambridge. Call 
for hours. Through Jan. 25: “Three 
Sided Table: Tova Carlin, Sara Saltz- 
man, Timothy Steele.” 
MIDDLE EAST (617-864-EAST), 472 
Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Call for hours. 
Through Dec. 31: “Fools & Icons: Por- 
traits of Famous Celebrities”; “What Do 
People Do: A Surrealistic View of the 
Modern.” 
NAVE GALLERY (617-625-4823), 
Clarendon Hill Presbyterian Church, 
155 Powerderhouse Blvd., Somerville. 
Thurs., 4-8 p.m.; Sat., 1-5 p.m. Jan. 6- 
Feb. 12: “Renewed: The Transforma- 
tion of Found Objects.” 
OUT OF THE BLUE GALLERY (617- 
354-5287), 106 Prospect St., Cam- 
bridge. Mon.-Sun., noon-8 p.m. Ongo- 
ing: “Local Cambridge Artists”; “The 
Private Collection of the Late Mar- 
garete Koehler-Bittkow.” Through Dec 
31: “Jeep & Dudley Rock”; “Miller 
Time.” 
OVERDRAUGHT (617-354-5287), 
877 Cambridge St., Call for hours. 
Through Dec. 30: “Laurie Hoffma: 
Continued on page 24 








Continued from page 23 

Blues in Focus 

SOMEDAY CAFE (617-623-3323), 51 
Davis Sq., Somerville. Call for hours 
Through Jan. 23: “Jeffrey Scott Holland 
Fragments of the 20th Century.” 
SOMERVILLE CITY HALL (617-623 


3719), 93 Highland Ave., Somerville 
Mon.-Wed., 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Thurs., 
8:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.; Fri., 8:30 a.m 
12:30 p.m. Through Feb. 15: “The Poster 
Show! 


1369 COFFEEHOUSE CENTRAL 


SQUARE (617-576-4600), 757 Mass 
Ave., Cambridge. Daily, 8 a.m.-10 p.m 
Through Dec “Oil Paintings by 
Zach.” 

UNIVERSITY PLACE GALLERY Cam 
bridge Art Association 

(617-876-0246), 124 Mt. Auburn St., 
Cambridge. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; 


Sat., 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Through Jan. 3 
“Blue.” Jan. 6-Feb. 4: “Nature Gone 
Awry.” 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY (617-876 


6060), 1353 Cambridge St., Inman Sq., 


Cambridge. Tues.-Sun., 1-7 p.m 
Through Jan. 2: ‘Jim Jackson: Cutting 
Through Surfaces.” Reception Jan. 2, 3 


5 p.m 

ZUZU (617-864-3278), 474 Mass. Ave., 
Cambridge. Call for hours. Through Dec 
31: “Cover Art.” 


BROOKLINE/NEWTON 
BROOKLINE ARTS CENTER (617- 
566-5715), 86 Monmouth St., Brook- 
line. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Jan. 4-Feb 
4: “Corinne Ulmann: Bed(Room).” 
GATEWAY GALLERY (617-734-1577), 
62 Harvard St., Brookline. Mon.-Fri., 
9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through Jan. 15 
“More Art for Less Than 100 Dollars”; 
“Ruby’s World.” 

NEWTON FREE LIBRARY (617-796 
1360), 330 Homer St., Newton. Mon.- 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri, 9 a.m.- 
6 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Jan. 4-30 
“Elizabeth Carter: The House of My 
Dreams.” Reception Jan. 6, 6-8 p.m. Jan. 
5-30: “Rock, Paper, Scissors.” 


SUBURBS: SOUTH 

GALLERY X (508-992-2675), 169 
William St., New Bedford. Wed.-Sun., 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “X-Mas 
Exhibit.” 

NEST (781-329-6466), 622 High St., 
Dedham. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 10 a.m.-4 p.m 
Through Dec. 31: “Virginia Zanger: Pe 
tite Watercolors.” 

SOUTH SHORE ART CENTER (781- 
383-2787), 119 Ripley Rd., Cohasset 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
4 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Remembrance 
of Things Past: The Last 50 Years.” 


SUBURBS: NORTH 

GALANT GALLERY (978-745-1001), 
197 Derby St., Salem. Call for hours. 
Ongoing: “Mary Rogers & Joel Levine: 
Where the Land Meets the Sea.” 
GALLERY OF MODERN ART (781- 
631-3204), 154 Washington St., Marble- 
head. Thurs., 1:30-5 p.m., Fri., Sun.- 
Tues., noon-5 p.m., Sat., noon-6 p.m. 
Ongoing: “Connections: Past, Present 
and Future,” works by Bernd Hauss- 
mann and Suzanne Ulrich. 
JEFFERSON CUTTER HOUSE 
GALLERY (781-648-3322), 9 Mystic 
St., Arlington. Mon.-Fri., noon-4 p.m. 
Through Jan. 29: paintings by Neil Dale. 
LYNNARTS (781-598-5244), 25 Ex- 
change St., Lynn. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.- 
3 p.m. Through Jan. 6: “Holiday Show 
and Sale.” 

ROCKPORT ART ASSOCIATION 
(978-546-6604), at the Old Tavern, 12 
Main St., Rockport. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through Dec. 
31: “Dennis Poirier: Home for the Holi- 
days.” 


SUBURBS: WEST 

CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NAT- 
ICK (508-647-0097), 14 Summer St., 
Natick. Tues.-Sat., noon-6 p.m.; Sun., 1- 
3 p.m. Dec. 31-Jan. 28: “Conversations 
in Cloth.” 

CLARK GALLERY (781-259-8303), 
Mall at Lincoln Station, 145 Lincoln Rd., 
Lincoln. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Jan. 
4-27: “Rebecca Kinkead: New Works”; 
“Patricia Burleson: Woven Fragments.” 
DEPOT SQUARE GALLERY (781- 
863-1597), 1837 Mass. Ave., Lexington. 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sun., 
noon-4 p.m. Through Dec. 30: “Cele- 
brate with Art.” Jan. 4-27: work by Gra- 
cia Park Dayton. 

EVOS ARTS INSTITUTE (978-251- 
8138), 98 Middle St., Lowell. Daily, 4- 
8 p.m. Jan. 1-31: paintings by Jodi Hays. 
LECEI GALLERY (978-341-0001), 81 
Commonwealth Ave., Concord. Sun.- 
Thurs., noon-6 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.- 
6 p.m. Through Dec. 30: “Energies 
Struck: Nancy McCarthy, Carolyn 
Wirth.” 


CAPE COD 

FINE ARTS WORK CENTER (508- 
487-9960), 24 Pearl St., Provincetown 
Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 
5: “Secret Santa.” 


ROBYN WATSON GALLERY (508 
487-3511), 432 Commercial St., 
Provincetown. Daily, 11 a.m.-11 p.m 
Ongoing: “Standing On the Shoulders 
of Giants: Artists from the Outer Cape’s 
Past.” 


AMERICAN TEXTILE HISTORY 
MUSEUM (978-441-0400), 491 Dut- 
ton St., Lowell. Tues.-Fri., 9 a.m.- 
4 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Ad 
mission $6, $4 for seniors, students, 
and ages 6-16, free for ages 6 and 
under. The Museum houses the nation’s 
largest collection of artifacts and docu 
ments relating to America’s textile man- 
ufacture. 

ARMENIAN LIBRARY AND MUSE- 
UM OF AMERICA (617-926-2562), 
65 Main St., Watertown. Admission $2 
Fri., Sun., Tues., 1-5 p.m.; Tues., 7- 
9 p.m. Ongoing: “The Armenian Geno- 
cide: In Memoriam”; “Armenian Musi- 
cal Traditions”; “The Bedoukian Family 
Collection”; “Moses Hadji Gulesian: An 
Armenian Visionary.” 

ART COMPLEX MUSEUM (781-934- 
6634), 189 Alden St., Duxbury. Wed.- 
Sun., 1-4 p.m. Free. Permanent collec- 
tion features Shaker furniture, prints, 
American paintings, and Japanese art. 
Through Jan. 9: “Nancy Murphy Spicer: 
On Their Own”; “Burchfield and Marsh: 
Exaggerated Visions”; “Shaker High/ 
Shaker Low.” 

BOSTON BEER MUSEUM AND 
VISITORS’ CENTER (617-522- 
9080), 30 Germania St., Jamaica Plain. 
Tours Thurs.-Fri. at 2 p.m.; Sat. at 
noon, 1, and 2 p.m. Admission $2 
View two centuries of beer memorabil- 
ia and learn about the brewing process. 
BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (617- 
536-5400), Copley Sq., Boston. Mon.- 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Art and Architec- 
ture tours offered Mon., 2:30 p.m.; 
Tues., Thurs., 6 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 11 a.m.; 
Sun., 2 p.m 

— Boston Room (ext. 2275). Through 
Dec. 31: “The Peace Drum Project.” 

— First Floor Gallery (ext. 2225). 
Through Dec. 31: “In Flight: The Guild 
Book of Workers 2003-05.” 

— Koussevitzky Room, West and South 
Galleries, and Lower Level McKim (ext 
2285). Through Jan. 7: “George 
Whitefield Chadwick: A 150th Birthday 
Celebration.” 

— Rare Books and Manuscripts Room 
(ext. 2225). Through Dec. 31: “Hand- 
fuls of Lilies: The Art of Sarah Whit- 
man.” 

CAPE COD MUSEUM OF NATURAL 
HISTORY (800-896-3867), 869 Rte. 
6A, Brewster. Mon.-Sat., 9:30 a.m.- 
4:30 p.m.; Sun., 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Ad- 
mission $5, $2 for children. The Muse- 
um runs programs, walks, classes, and 
field schools on its three nature trails 
through woodlands, salt marsh, un- 
spoiled beach, and Cape Cod’s largest 
herring run. Indoor exhibits represent 
the Cape’s native surroundings, from 
reptiles and insects to shells, minerals, 
and fossils, and include both the 
Clarence Hay Library for natural histo- 
ry information and an on-site archaeol- 
ogy lab. Ongoing: “The Cape Takes 
Shape”; “What About Whales?” 

CAPE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS 
(508-385-4477), Cape Playhouse, Rte. 
6A, Dennis Village. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admission $7; 
free for ages 16 and under and on Sat. 
before 1 p.m. The permanent collection 
features works by Ross Moffett, Arthur 
Diehl, William Paxton, Arnold Geiss- 
buhler, Oliver Newberry Chaffee, and 
Sig Purwin. 

COMMONWEALTH MUSEUM (617- 
727-9268), 220 Morrissey Blvd., Co- 
lumbia Point, Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Free admis- 
sion. Ongoing: “Archaeology of the 
Central Artery: Highway to the Past”; 
“Through the Eyes of Baystaters: Mass- 
achusetts’ Experience in the Civil War.” 
CURRIER MUSEUM OF ART (603- 
669-6144), 201Myrtle Way, Manches- 
ter, NH. Mon., Wed., Fri., Sun., 11 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Thurs., 11 a.m.-8 p.m. Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $4 for 
students, seniors, free for children 
under 18. Through Jan. 10: “Andrew 
Wyeth: Early Watercolors.” 
DECORDOVA MUSEUM (781-259- 
8355), 51 Sandy Pond Rd., Lincoln. 
Tues.-Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
$9, $6 for students, seniors, and chil- 
dren. Museum closed Jan. 3-14. 
Through Jan. 2: “Robert ParkeHarrison: 
The Architect’s Brother”; “Mo- 
biusStrip.” Through July 31: “Abstract 
Elements: The Dr. Beatrice H. Barrett 
Collection of Art.” 

— The 35-acre Sculpture Park is open 
daily 8 a.m.-10 p.m. Free. Recent addi- 
tions include David Berry’s “Sphere 
IV”; “Henry Richardson: Chiseled Orb 
and Mortal Coil.” 

ERIC CARLE MUSEUM OF PIC- 
TURE BOOK ART (413-658-1100), 
125 West Bay Rd., Amherst. Tues.-Sat., 


LOUIS BONNET’S THE PLEASURES OF EDUCATION is part of 
“Rococo: French 18th-Century Prints,” on view through 
March 20 at the Worcester Art Museum. 


10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., noon-4 p.m. Ad- 
mission $4, $2 for children under 18. 
Features picture book art from around 
the world. 

FITCHBURG ART MUSEUM (978- 
345-4207), 185 Elm St., Fitchburg. 
Tues.-Sun., noon-4 p.m. Admission $5, 
$3 for seniors, free for students and 
children. Through Jan. 30: “Recent 
Gifts from the Jude Peterson Collec- 
tion.” Through March 13: “Picturing 
Our Past: The Colonies Come of Age 
1720 to 1775.” 

FRANKLIN PARK ZOO (617-541- 
LION), 1 Franklin Park Rd., Boston 
Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $9.50, 
$8 for seniors, $5 for ages 2-15, plus $1 
for admission to Butterfly Landing. 
Home to over 150 species of mostly en- 
dangered or threatened animals includ- 
ing snow leopards, “Giraffe Savannah”; 
“Kalahari Kingdom”; “Butterfly Land- 
ing”; “Tropical Forest”; “Australian Out- 
back Trail”; and “Bongo Congo” featur- 
ing bongo antelope, zebras, ostrich, 
ibex, auodad sheep and vultures. 
FULLER CRAFT MUSEUM (508- 
588-6000), 455 Oak St., Brockton. 
Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $3 
for seniors and students, free for chil- 
dren under 12. Permanent collection 
features over 4,000 pieces of 19th and 
20th century American art and crafts. 
Through Jan. 2: “John Eric Byers: A 
Mid-Career Retrospective”; “Allison 
Newsome: On Island”; “Cut It Out.” 
Through Jan. 30: “Lisa Williamson: 
Colors of a Garden”; work by Beth Lip- 
man. 

HARRISON GRAY OTIS HOUSE 
(617-227-3956), 141 Cambridge St., 
Boston. Wed.-Sun., 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Admission $8, $7 for seniors, $2.50 for 
children. Designed by Charles Bulfinch 
in 1796 and restored in the 1970's, the 
grand mansion provides insight into 
the social, business, and family life of 
the American elite in the New Republic. 
Guided Tours of the house are Wed.- 
Sun., 11 a.m.-4 p.m. on the hour and 
half hour (all visitation is guided). 
HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES 
(978-744-0991), 54 Turner St., Salem. 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Admission $8, $7 for seniors, $6 
for ages 6-17, free for ages 5 and under. 
The House of the Seven Gables, the in- 
spiration for Nathaniel Hawthorne's 
novel, is the oldest 17th-century man- 
sion remaining in New England. Fur- 
nishings include furniture and artifacts 
spanning three centuries, including 
Hawthorne memorabilia. The grounds 
also contain Hawthorne’s birthplace, a 
19th-century counting house, period 
gardens, and a visitor center with inter- 
active video, orientation programs, and 
garden cafe. Currently on view: “Dig- 
ging Up the Past: 330 Years of Salem’s 
History at the House of the Seven 
Gables”; “Images of the Seven Gables: 
Paintings, Prints, and Photographs of 
Salem’s Most Illuminated Home.” 
INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY 
ART (617-266-5152), 955 Boylston St., 
Boston. Tues.-Wed., Fri., noon-5 p.m.; 
Thurs., noon-9 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $7, $5 for 
seniors and students, free for children 
under 12, free after 5 p.m. on Thurs. 
Established in 1936 as the first non-col- 
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lecting contemporary art institution in 
the U.S. Through Jan. 2: “Boris 
Mikhailov: A Retrospective”; “Momen- 
tum 2/Lucy McKenzie.” 

ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER 
MUSEUM (617-566-1401), 280 The 
Fenway, Boston. Tues.-Sun., 11 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Admission $10 ($11 on Sat.- 
Sun.), $7 for seniors, $5 for students 
with ID, free for ages 18 and under. 
(For “Gondola Days: Isabella Stewart 
Gardner & the Palazzo Barbaro Circle,” 
timed tickets $13 ($18 on Sat.-Sun.), 
$10 for seniors, $8 for students.) The 
museum, built in the style of a 15th- 
century Venetian palace, houses more 
than 2500 art objects, with emphasis 
on Italian Renaissance and 17th-centu- 
ry Dutch works. Among the highlights 
are works by Rembrandt, Botticelli, 
Raphael, Titian, and Whistler. Guided 
tours given Fridays at 2:30 p.m. 
Through Dec.: “Joseph Kosuth: 
Whistler’s Warning (C.C.C.C.C.)”; 
“Elaine Reichek: Madam I’m Adam.” 
Through Jan. 9: “Off the Wall: New 
Perspectives on Early Italian Art at the 
Gardner Museum”; “Holiday Table.” 
JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY AND 
MUSEUM (617-514-1600), Morrissey 
Blvd., Columbia Point, Boston. Daily, 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10, $8 for 
students, seniors, $7 for ages 13-17, 
free for ages 12 and under. Exhibitions 
portraying the life, leadership, and 
legacy of President Kennedy through 
memorabilia, video presentations, and 
settings. Ongoing: “Attorney General 
Robert FE Kennedy”; “Jacqueline Bouvi- 
er Kennedy: First Lady”; “John Glenn 
and the Space Race”; “The Cuban Mis- 
sile Crisis”; “The Nixon v. Kennedy Pres- 
idential Race”; “The Struggle for Civil 
Rights”; “Mrs. Kennedy’s Tour of the 
White House”; “The Kennedy Family;” 
“Jacqueline Kennedy Travels Abroad.” 


| Through Jan. 20: “Campaign!: Kennedy 


for President.” Through Nov. 13 2005: 
“Presents for a President and First 
Lady.” 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY NA- 


| TIONAL HISTORIC SITE (617-566- 


7937), 83 Beals St., Brookline. Wed.- 
Sun., 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Admission $3, 
free for ages 16 and under. President 
Kennedy (born in 1917) and his family 
lived in this restored nine-room house 
until 1927. It was the first home shared 
by the president’s father and mother, 


| Joseph P. and Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy, 


and re-creates the social and political 
beginnings of one of the world’s most 
prominent families. 


LONGFELLOW NATIONAL HIS- 


| TORIC SITE (617-876-4491), 105 


Brattle St., Cambridge. Wed.-Sun., 
10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Admission $3, free 
for 15 and younger. Built in 1759, this 
Georgian mansion is where George 


| Washington planned the siege on 


Boston during the Revolutionary War 
and later served as home to poet Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow. Ranger-guided 
tours throughout the day. 

LONGYEAR MUSEUM (800-277- 
8943), 1125 Boylston St. Rte. 9, Brook- 
line. Mon., Wed.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Sun., 1-4 p.m. Free admission. Museum 
exhibits explore the life of Christian 
Science founder Mary Baker Eddy 
through artifacts, manuscripts, books, 





and the biographical history of early 
workers in the Christian Science 
Church circa 1910. Located on 8 acres 
including flower gardens, a fountain, 
pool, and statues. Now open: “Mary 
Baker Eddy: A Spiritual Journey.” 
LORING-GREENOUGH HOUSE 
(617-524-3158), 12 South St., Jamaica 
Plain. Open for tours Tues., Sat., 
10 a.m.-noon. Donation $3: A pre-Rev- 
olutionary house on the National Regis 
ter of Historic Places decorated in peri- 
od furnishings, costumes, and objets 
dart. 

MARY BAKER EDDY LIBRARY 
(617-450-7000), 200 Mass. Ave., 
Boston. Tues.-Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Ad- 
mission $5, $3 for students, seniors, 
children. Reflect in the Hall of Ideas, 
explore goals in the Quest Gallery, 
learn how a newspaper is put together 
in the Monitor Gallery, plus the famous 


Mapparium. 
MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART (413-664- 


4481), 87 Marshall St., North Adams 
Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10, 
$8 for students, $4 for ages 6-16; free 
for children under 6. Ongoing: “Joseph 
Beuys: Lightning with Stag in Its 
Glare”; “Outrageous Supercharge: 
Hand Painted Movie Posters from 
Ghana”; “Natalie Jeremijenko: Tree 
Logic”; “Sound Art at MASS MoCA.” 


| Through Feb. 27: “Wonder Worlds: Ob- 


servations in Pipe Cleaners and Pom- 
poms.” Through Spring 2005: “Cai Guo 
Qiang: Inopportune.” Through May 
2005: “The Interventionists: Art in the 
Social Sphere”; “Matthew Ritchie: 
Proposition Player.” 

MUSEUM OF AFRO-AMERICAN 
HISTORY (617-742-1854), 46 Joy St., 
Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free 
admission. Collection includes docu- 
ments, artifacts, and art works pertain- 
ing to the African American experience 
in New England. Includes the African 
Meeting House, the oldest standing 
black church in America; and the Abeil 
Smith School, Boston’s first public 
school for Black children and an early 
home of the Abolitionist movement. 
Through Dec. 31: “Visual Stories: The 
Artwork of James Ransome.” 
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (617-267- 
9300), 465 Huntington Ave., Boston. 
Sat.-Sun., 9 a.m.-5:45 p.m.; Mon.- 
Tues., 10 a.m.-5:45 p.m., Wed.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-9:45 p.m., West Wing only 
open Thurs.-Fri. after 5 p.m. Admission 
$15, $13 for seniors, free for students 
with college ID, and ages 17 and under 
during non-school hours. Voluntary 
contribution after 4 p.m. on Wed. 
Mon.-Fri.: introductory walks through 
all collections begin at 10:30 a.m. and 
3 p.m.; “European Paintings and Deco- 
rative Arts Walks” begin at 11:30 a.m.; 
“American Painting and Decorative Arts 
Walks” begin at 12:30 p.m.; “Art of the 
Ancient World (Classical and Egyptian) 
Walks” begin at 1 p.m.; “Art of Asia 
Walks” begin at 2 p.m; introductory 
walk is also offered Wed. at 6:15 p.m., 
Sat. at 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m., and 
Sun. at 1:30 p.m. 

— Permanent Gallery Installations: 
“Late Gothic Gallery,” featuring a re- 
stored 15th-century stained glass win- 
dow from Hampton Court, 14th- and 
15th-century stone, alabaster, and poly- 
chrome wood sculptures from France 
and the Netherlands; “Mummy Mask 
Gallery,” a newly renovated Egyptian 
gallery, features primitive masks dating 
from as far back as 2500 B.C.; “Euro- 
pean Decorative Arts from 1950 to the 
Present”; “John Singer Sargent: Studies 
for MFA and Boston Public Library Mu- 
rals.” 

— Exhibitions: Ongoing: “Earth Trans- 
formed: Chinese Ceramics from the 
MFA’; “Contemporary American Glass”; 
“The Alan and Simone Hartman Collec- 
tion of English Silver 1680-1760: The 
Huguenot Legacy”; “Vietnamese Ce- 
ramics”; “The Art of Africa, Oceania, 
and the Ancient Americas”; “New 
Egyptian Funerary Arts and Ancient 
Near East Galleries”; “Renault’s Au- 
tomedon”; “American Traditions: Art of 
the People”; “Face to Face with the 
Builder of the Great Pyramid”; “RSVP: 
Sarah Sze.” Through Jan. 30: “Cerith 
Wyn Evans.” Through March 13: “High 
Style and Hoop Skirts: 1850’s Fashion.” 
Through June 13: “Pursuits of Power: 
Falconry and the Samurai, 1600-1900.” 
Through Sept. 26: “Lethal Elegance: 
The Art of Samurai Sword Fittings.” 

— Special Exhibitions: Through Jan. 9: 
“Art Deco: 1910-1939.” 

— Gallery lectures are free with muse- 
um admission. Sun. at 2 p.m., “Sets, 
Series, and Suites: Contemporary 
Prints.” Mon. at 11 a.m., “The Res- 
onator Guitar (a.k.a. Dobro).” Wed. at 
6 p.m., “Art About Making Art.” Thurs. 
at 11 a.m., “High Style and Hoop 
Skirts: 1850's Fashion.” 

MUSEUM OF SCIENCE (617-723- 
2500), Science Park, Boston. Sat.- 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-7 p.m.; Fri. 9 a.m.- 
9 p.m. Admission $13, $11 for seniors, 
$10 for ages 3-11. The Museum fea- 
tures the Theater of Electricity (with in- 
door thunder-and-lightning shows daily 





at noon and 2 p.m. and on Fri. at 
7 p.m.) and more than 600 hands-on 
exhibits. Ongoing: “A Bird’s World”; 
“Dinosaurs: Modeling the Mesozoic”; 
“Current Science & Technology Cen- 
ter”; “Journey into Amazing Caves”; 
“Natural Mysteries”; “Cahners Comput- 
erPlace”; “The Virtual Fish Tank”; “The 
Light House: Beaming, Bouncing, and 
Bending Light”; “Messages”; “Science 
in the Park: Playing with Forces and 
Motion”; “Human Body Connection”; 
“The Computing Revolution.” Through 
Jan. 3: “Strange Matter.” 

MUSEUM OF TRANSPORTATION 
(617-522-6547), Larz Anderson Park, 
15 Newton St., Brookline. Tues.-Sun., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $3 for 
seniors, students, and ages 6-16. Ex- 
hibits focus on the automobile and its 
role in American society. Ongoing: 
“New England Paves the Way.” 
NAISMITH MEMORIAL BASKET- 
BALL HALL OF FAME (413-781- 
6500), 1150 West Columbus Ave., 
Springfield. Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Ad- 
mission $10, $6 for youth 7 to 14, chil- 
dren free. A 48,000 square foot, three- 
level museum highlighting all levels of 
the game, featuring a virtual-reality 
game, interactive video monitors, a 
movie theater, hoop shoot-out, and his- 
toric memorabilia. Ongoing: “Freedom 
To Play: The Life & Times of Basket- 
ball’s African-American Pioneers.” 
NATIONAL CENTER OF AFRO- 
AMERICAN ARTISTS (617-442- 
8614), 300 Walnut Ave., Roxbury. 
Tues.-Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admission $4, $3 
for students and seniors. Ongoing: “As- 
pelta: A Nubian King’s Burial Cham- 
ber.” 

NATIONAL HERITAGE MUSEUM 
(781-861-6559), 33 Marrett Rd., Lex- 
ington. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Free admission. On- 
going: “Lexington Alarm’d,” an intro- 
duction to Colonial Lexington explor- 
ing the town’s connection to the Revo- 
lutionary War; “Made in Massachu- 
setts;” “To Build and Sustain: Freema- 
sons in American Community”; “A 
Glimpse of Boston Theater: 1850- 
1903.” Through Feb. 6: “Satisfaction 
Guaranteed: Mail-Order Catalogs in the 
United States.” Through April 24: “The 
Western Pursuit of the American 
Dream: Selections from the Collection 
of Kenneth W. Rendell.” Through June 
5: “Deep Inside the Blues: Photographs 
by Margo Cooper.” 

NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM (617- 
973-5200), Central Wharf, Boston. 
Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission $13.50, 
$11.50 for seniors, $7.50 for ages 3-11, 
free for children under 3. More than 70 
exhibits featuring aquatic animals from 
Boston Harbor to the Amazon River. In- 
cludes the 200,000-gallon giant ocean 
tank, with sharks, moray eels, 600 
pound sea turtles, and hundreds of 
other Caribbean creatures. Pick up a 
hermit crab or watch vets care for ani- 
mals in the Aquarium Medical Center. 
— Now open: “Living Links: Choices 
for Survival” with baby sea turtles, poi- 
son arrow frogs, and rare tropical fish 
that shows how people affect aquatic 
life both positively and negatively 
around the world. Through Dec. 2005: 
“Amazing Jellies.” 

NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSEUM 
(413-298-4100), 9 Glendale Rd., Stock- 
bridge. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sat.- 
Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $12, 
free for ages 18 and under when ac- 
companied by an adult. The Museum 
houses Rockwell’s studio, and the 
world’s largest collection of his paint- 
ings. Ongoing: “My Adventures as an Il- 
lustrator.” Through Jan. 23: “Norman 
Rockwell’s 322 ‘Saturday Evening Post’ 
Covers.” Through May 30: “Building 
Books: The Art of David Macaulay.” 
OLD SOUTH MEETING HOUSE 
(617-482-6439), 310 Washington St., 
Boston. Daily, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Admis- 
sion $5, $4 for students and seniors, $1 
for children. A museum and historic 
site built in 1729 as a Puritan house of 
worship, the Meeting House served as 
the location for meetings of Colonial 
revolutionaries leading up to the war 
for independence. Ongoing: “Voices of 
Protest”; “Behind the Scaffolding”; “If 
These Walls Could Speak.” 

ORCHARD HOUSE/HOME OF THE 
ALCOTTS (978-369-4118), 399 Lex- 
ington Rd., Concord. Mon.-Fri., 
11 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; 
Sun., 1-4:30 p.m. Admission $6, $5 for 
students and seniors, $4 for ages 6-17, 
free for ages 5 and under. Home of the 
Alcotts and the site where Louisa May 
Alcott wrote Little Women in 1868. Fea- 
tures personal objects and furnishings 
that belonged to the Alcott family, the 
Concord School of Philosophy, and his- 
torical programs and exhibitions. The 
museum offers a variety of guided “liv- 
ing history” tours. 

PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM (978- 
745-9500), East India Square, Liberty & 
Essex Sts., Salem. Daily., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Admission $13, $11 for seniors, $9 for 
students, free for ages 16 and under. 
Museum complex on two adjacent city 











blocks features 30 galleries, art and ar- 
chitecture from America, Asia, and the 
Pacific, historic house tours, and a re- 
search library. Ongoing: “A Work in 
Progress: The New Museum”; “A Folk 
Art Sampler”; “The Saltonstall Family 
Portraits”; “Three Centuries of Salem 
Architecture”; “Shorelines”; “The 
Copeland Collection of Chinese Ceram- 
ic Figures.” 
— Liberty Street Building. The museum 
features a collection of marine paint- 
ings and drawineries devoted to porce- 
lains, lacquerware, ivory, furniture, and 
silver of the China Trade 
— Essex Street Building. Gardens, his- 
toric houses dating back to 1684, and a 
research library. Museum features sil- 
ver, glass and ceramics, portraits and 
landscape paintings, and dolls and 
toys. Permanent exhibitions: “Days of 
Judgment,” an exhibition commemo- 
rating the 300th anniversary of the 
Salem Witch Trials. Guided tours of the 
John Ward House (1684), the Georgian 
Crowninshield-Bentley House (1727), 
and the Federal Gardner-Pingree House 
(1804). Through Jan. 30; “Our Land: 
Contemporary Art from the Arctic.” 
Through May 22: “The Art of Shopping 
in China.” Through June 22: “Carved 
by Nature: Untamed Traditions in Chi- 
nese Decorative Art.” Through Sept. 
18: “In Nature’s Company.” 
REVOLVING MUSEUM (978-937- 
2787), 22 Shattuck St., Lowell. Thurs.- 
Sun., noon-4 p.m. Through Feb. 12: 
“Free Wheelin’: The Art of Rolling.” 
STERLING AND FRANCINE CLARK 
ART INSTITUTE (413-458-2303), 225 
South St., Williamstown. Museum’s col- 
lection centers on French Impressionist 
paintings, including over 30 by Renoir, 
plus American works by Homer, Sar- 
gent, Cassatt, and Remington, as well as 
extensive collections of prints, draw- 
ings, silver, and sculpture. Open Daily, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10, free for 
18 and under. Through Jan. 2: “Me- 
dieval Mystery: Who Is the Master of 
the Embroidered Foliage?”; “Albrecht 
Durer: The Life of the Virgin.” Through 
Jan. 9: “Masks and Masquerades.” 
WADSWORTH ATHENEUM (860- 
278-2670), 600 Main St., Hartford, CT. 
Tues.-Fri., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $9, $7 for 
seniors, $5 for students, free for ages 
12 and under. Collections of American 
and European paintings and sculpture, 
as well as glass, silver, Wallace Nutting 
furniture, and Meissen porcelain. The 
second floor of the Morgan Building 
features the J. Pierpont Morgan collec- 
tion of American decorative arts. On- 
going: “We Also Served: African-Amer- 
icans in the U.S. Military — Selections 
from the John H. Motley Collection.” 
Through Winter 2005: “Encore: Di- 
aghilev’s ‘Sleeping Princess.’” Through 
Jan. 2: “Ballets Russes to Balanchine: 
Dance at the Wadsworth Atheneum.” 
Through March 6: “Traditions/Transi- 
tions: The Changing World of Fiber 
Art.” Through April 10: “Theater, 
Dance, and Porcelain in the Eighteenth 
Century.” Through Spring 2005: “Ellen 
Carey/Matrix 153.” Through April 24: 
“Contemporary Art: Floor to Ceiling, 
Wall to Wall. 
WORCESTER ART MUSEUM (508- 
799-4406), 55 Salisbury St., Worcester. 
Wed., Fri., Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Thurs., 11 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Admission $8, $6 for seniors 
and students, free for ages 17 and 
under. Admission free on Sat. from 
10 a.m. to noon. The museum includes 
an extensive collection of Asian art in 
its Chinese, Japanese, Indian, and Is- 
lamic galleries. Korean ceramics from 
the Sth and 6th centuries are on dis- 
play. The Marianne E. Gibson Gallery 
includes works by John Singleton Cop- 
ley, James Peale, Robert Fulton, and 
Edward Savage. Through Feb. 27: 
work by Lily Van der Stokker. Through 
March 20: “Rococo: French 18TH Cen- 
tury Prints.” Through April 2005: “Wall 
at WAM: Don’t Be Afraid.” 





__photography 


BOSTON UNIVERSITY (617-353- 
3349). 

— Boston University Art Gallery (617- 
353-3329), 855 Comm. Ave. Tues.- 
Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1- 
5 p.m. Through Jan. 23: “In the Ver- 
nacular: Everyday Photographs from 
the Rodger Kingston Collection.” 
BROMFIELD ART GALLERY (617- 
451-3605), 27 Thayer St., Boston. 
Wed.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Jan. 5-29: 
“Christopher Gardner: Lobbies.” 
CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL 
ARTS CENTER (617-577-1400), 41 
Second St., Cambridge. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 6: “33-A 
Life Apart: Photographs from 
Bangladesh and Pakistan by Jamal 
Elias.” 

CLUB PASSIM, (617-492-7679), 47 
Palmer St., Harvard Sq., Cambridge. 
Daily, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 16: 
“Steve Nelson: Back to the Square: 








¥ 





through January 30 at the Peabody Essex Museum in Salem. 


Harvard Square and Cambridge, 1967- 
1973.” 

DECORDOVA MUSEUM (617-781- 
259-8355), 51 Sandy Pond Rd., Lin- 
coln. Tues.-Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Ad- 
mission $6, $4 for seniors, students, 
and children. Through Jan. 2: “Lumi- 
nous Forms: 


in the Permanent Collection.” 


Abstractions in Color | 
Photography”; “Abstract Photography 


GALLERY AT BOSTON BIOMED- | 


ICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE (617- 
658-7700), 64 Grove St., rear en- 
trance, Watertown. Mon.-Fri., 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 31: 
work by Lyle Miller and Peter Papesch. 
GALLERY KATZ (617-423-6328), 
450 Harrison Ave., third floor, Boston. 
Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Through 
Jan. 15: “Structure: Architecture in 
Photography.” 

GALLERY KAYAFAS (617-482- 
0411), 450 Harrison Ave., Garden 
Level, Boston. Tues.-Fri., 1-5:30 p.m.; 
Sat., noon-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 31: 
“Julie Melton: Montana: Portraits from 
the Farm”; “Alexandra de Steiguer: 
Isles of Shoals.” 

GREAT SCOTT (617-734-4502), 


1222 Comm. Ave., Allston. Call for 


hours. Jan. 1-31: “Photography by the 
Kennedy Brothers, Mikael and Austin.” 
Reception Jan. 1, 9 p.m. 

GRIFFIN MUSEUM OF PHOTOG- 
RAPHY (781-729-1158), 67 Shore 
Rd., Winchester. Tues.-Sun., noon- 
4 p.m. Admission $5, $2 seniors, free 
for children and students; free admis- 
sion for all on Thurs. Through Feb. 3: 
“We Skate Hardcore.” Through Feb. 
20: “Lili Almog: Perfect Intimacy.” 
HARRIET TUBMAN HOUSE (617- 
685-5377), 566 Columbus Ave., 
Boston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through Feb. 4: “1000 Hands” photo- 
graphs by Eric Antoniou. 

LEE GALLERY (781-729-7445), 1 
Mt. Vernon St., Winchester. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 31: 
“California Landscape: Vintage Pho- 
tographs by Watkins, Dassonville, 
Lange, Noskowiak, and Simpson 
1865-1940.” 

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY, Cambridge. 

— MIT Museum (617-253-4444), 265 
Mass. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $5, 
$2 for seniors, students, and youth 5- 
18. Ongoing: “Flashes of Inspiration: 
The Work of Doc Edgerton.” 
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (617-267- 
9300), 465 Huntington Ave., Boston. 
Sat.-Tues., 10 a.m.-4:45 p.m., Wed.- 
Fri., 10 a.m.-9:45 p.m. Admission $15, 
$13 for seniors, students, free for ages 
17 and under during non-school 
hours. Voluntary contribution after 
4 p.m. on Wed. Through April 3: ‘Josef 
Sudek: Poet with a Camera.” 
NATIONAL HERITAGE MUSEUM 
(781-861-6559), 33 Marrett Rd., Lex- 
ington. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Free admission. On- 
going: “Lexington Alarm’d,” an intro- 
duction to Colonial Lexington explor- 
ing the town’s connection to the Revo- 
lutionary War; “Made in Massachu- 
setts;” “To Build and Sustain: Freema- 
sons in American Community.” 


Through June 5: “Deep Inside the 
Blues: Photographs by Margo Cooper.” 
PANOPTICON GALLERY 
WALTHAM (781-647-0100), 435 
Moody St., Waltham. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 15: “Pic- 
ture Taken: Anonymous Snapshot Pho- 
tographs.” 

PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM (978- 
745-9500), East India Square, Liberty 
& Essex Sts., Salem. Daily., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Thurs. until 9 p.m. Admission 
$12, $10 for seniors, $8 for students, 
free for ages 16 and under. Through 
Jan. 9: “Havana: Photographs by 
Robert Polidori.” 

PEABODY MUSEUM OF ARCHAE- 
OLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY (617- 
496-1027), 11 Divinity Ave., Cam- 
bridge. Please call for hours. Through 
Feb. 28: “Field Photography: The 
Marsh Arabs of Iraq, 1934.” 
PHOTOGRAPHIC RESOURCE 
CENTER AT BOSTON UNIVERSI- 
TY (617-353-0600), 832 Comm. Ave., 
Boston. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Thurs. until 8 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Through Jan. 23: “Contempo- 
rary Vernacular.” 

SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY LAW 
SCHOOL Adams Gallery (617-573- 
8508), 120 Tremont St., Boston. Daily, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 18: “Im- 
ages of Transformation: From Big Dig 
to Rose Kennedy Greenway.” 
WELLESLEY COLLEGE Davis Muse- 
um and Cultural Center (781-283- 
2051), 106 Central St., Wellesley. 
Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
4 p.m.; Wed., until 8 p.m. Ongoing: 
“Art of the Ancient Americas”; “Divine 
Mirrors: The Madonna Unveiled”; 
“African Art In/Out of Context”; “The 
Multiple.” Through Jan. 16: Valery 
Koshlyakov. 





schools & 
universities 


ADDISON GALLERY AT PHILLIPS 
ACADEMY (978-749-4015), Rte. 28 & 
Chapel Ave., Andover. Tues.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Perma- 
nent collection includes works by 
Winslow Homer, Maud Morgan, Allan 
Crite, and Justin Kirchoff. Through 
Jan. 2: “Terry Winters Paintings, Draw- 
ings, Prints 1994-2004.” Through Jan. 
10: “Missing”; “Rites of Passage.” 
Through Jan. 25: “Director’s Choice: A 
Fresh Look at Winslow Homer.” 

ART INSTITUTE OF BOSTON AT 
LESLEY UNIVERSITY (617-585- 
6676), 700 Beacon St., Boston. Mon.- 
Sat., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. 
Through Jan. 15: “Immersion.” 
BOSTON COLLEGE McMullen Muse- 
um (617-552-8100), Chestnut Hill. 
Mon.-Fri., 11 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Closed holidays. 

— Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr. Library (617- 
552-4470). Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.-4 p.m 
Ongoing: ’”Tip’ O’Neill Memorial Ex- 
hibit.” 

BOSTON UNIVERSITY (617-353- 


3349). 


—808Gallery at Boston University 
(617-358-0922), 808 Comm. Ave. 
Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1- 
5 p.m. Through Jan. 28: “Faculty Exhi- 
bition.” 

— Howard Gotlieb Archival Research 
Center (617-353-3696), 771 Comm. 
Ave. Through Jan. 7: “Sue .Grafton: 
Woman of Mystery.” Through Feb. 28: 
“The American Presidency: White 
House Documents.” 

BUNKER HILL COMMUNITY COL- 
LEGE (617-228-2018), 250 New 
Rutherford Ave., Boston. Call for 
hours. Through Jan. 28: “Peter Mad- 
den: Preserved.” 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY and RAD- 
CLIFFE INSTITUTE, Cambridge. 

— Arnold Arboretum of Harvard Uni- 
versity (617-524-1718), 125 Arbor- 
way, Jamaica Plain. Call for hours. 
More than 6500 species of plants in a 
265-acre botanical garden designed by 
Frederick Law Olmsted. 

— Department of the History of Sci- 
ence Special Exhibition Gallery (617) 
495-2779, 1 Oxford St.,. Cambridge 
Through Jan. 14: “Bringing Nature In- 
side: 17th Century Natural History, 
Classification, and Vision. 

— Busch-Reisinger Museum (617-495- 
9400), 32 Quincy St. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admis- 
sion $6.50, $5 for students and sen- 
iors, free for ages 18 and under. Free 
on Sat. from 10 a.m. to noon. Tours 
Mon.-Fri. at 1 p.m. Features Central 
and Northern European art, including 
late medieval, Renaissance, and 
Baroque sculpture, 16th-century paint- 
ing, and 18th-century porcelain. Fea- 
tures a collection of 20th-century Ger- 
man works. Through Jan. 2: “Depen- 
dent Objects.” 

— Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts 
(617-495-3251), 24 Quincy St. Mon.- 
Sat., 9 a.m.-11:30 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
11:30 p.m. Through Jan. 7: “Retro- 
spection Under Duress, Reprise: A Solo 
Exhibition by Stephen Prina.” Through 
April 17: “Huyghe + Corbusier: Har- 
vard Project.” 

— David Rockefeller Center for Latin 


| American Studies (617-495-9702), 61 


Kirkland St., Cambridge. Call for 
hours. Through Jan. 5: “Adal Maldona- 
do: Auto-Portraits: Blue Bananas on 
Fire.” 


| — Fogg Art Museum (617-495-9400), 


32 Quincy St. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admission 
$6.50, $5 for students and seniors, free 
for ages 18 and under. Free admission 
on Sat. from 10 a.m. to noon. Tours 
Mon.-Fri. at 11 a.m. The decorative 
arts gallery includes 17th- and 18th 
century British and American silver, 
furniture, and porcelain. The Maurice 
Wertheim Collection features Impres- 
sionist and Post-Impressionist works. 
Ongoing: “To Students of Art and 
Lovers of Beauty: Highlights from the 
Collection of Grenville L. Winthrop.” 
Through Jan. 30: “Prints: System, 
Style, and Subject.” 

— Houghton Library (617-495-2509), 
Harvard Yard near Mass. Ave. and 
Quincy St. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sat., 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
“Harvard’s Love Affair with Russian 





THOMAS UGJUK’S CONGREGATION is among the works in “Our Land: Contemporary Art from the Arctic,” on view 


Books: Israel Perlstein, Leading Ameri 
can Bookdealer in Slavic Materials.” 
— Harvard University Museum of Nat- 
ural History (617-495-3045), 26 Ox- 
ford St. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
$7.50, $6 for students and seniors, $5 
for ages 3-18, free for ages 2 and 
under. Free on Sun. from 9 a.m. to 
noon. The “Ware Collection of Glass 
Models and Plants” includes more than 
3,000 glass flowers. The Mineralogical 
and Geological Museums feature min 
eral and ore collections, with displays 
of gems and meteorites. The Museum 
of Comparative Zoology covers species 
from the earliest fossil invertebrates 
and reptiles to fish and reptiles alive 
today. Exhibitions also include whale 
skeletons, the largest turtle shell ever 
found, the Harvard mastodon, and a 
42-foot-long Kronosaurus, the only 
complete and mounted model of the 
sea reptile in the country. Extended 
“Romancing the Stone: The Many 
Facets of Tourmalines.” Ongoing ex- 
hibits include “Modeling Nature,” an 
exhibit on glass and its use as an artis 
tic and scientific medium; “Birth- 
stones”; a “Great Mammal” hall; and 
the Romer Hall of Vertebrate Paleon 
tology. Through May 1: “Origins: Life’s 
First Three Billion Years.” 
— Peabody Museum of Archaeology 
and Ethnology (617-496-1027), 11 Di- 
vinity Ave. Ongoing: “Hall of the North 
American Indian: Change and Continu- 
ity”; “Pacific Islands Art and Artifacts”; 
“Distinguished Casts: Curating Lost 
Monuments”; “Encounters with the 
Americas.” Through Dec. 30: “From Na- 
tion to Nation: Examining Lewis and 
Clark’s Indian Collection.” Through 
April 30: “Bringing Japan to Boston 
Through June 30: “Imazighen! Beauty 
and Artisanship in Berber Life.” 
— Arthur M. Sackler Museum (617 
495-9400), 485 Broadway. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admis 
sion $6.50, $5 for seniors and students, 
free for ages 18 and under. Free admis- 
sion on Sat. from 10 a.m. to noon. Do- 
cent tours Mon.-Fri. at 2 p.m. The sec- 
ond and fourth floors feature a perma- 
nent collection of works from Oriental, 
Islamic, Roman, and other ancient cul- 
tures. Through Jan. 2: “Closely Fo- 
cused, Intensely Felt: Selections from 
the Norma Jean Calderwood Collection 
of Islamic Art.” Through March 13: “A 
Compelling Legacy: Masterworks of 
East Asian Painting.” Through April 17 
“Marks of Enlightenment, Traces of De- 
votion: Japanese Calligraphy and Paint- 
ing from the Sylvan Barnet and William 
Burto Collection.” 
— Semitic Museum (617-495-4631), 6 
Divinity Ave. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Sun., 1-4 p.m. Ongoing: “Nuzi and the 
Hurrians: Fragments from a Forgotten 
Past”; “Ancient Cyprus: The Cesnola 
Collection”; “The Sphinx and the Pyra 
mids: 100 Years of American Archaeol 
ogy at Giza”; “The Houses of Ancient Is- 
rael: Domestic, Royal, Divine.” 
MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF 
ART (617-232-1555), Tower Bldg., 621 
Huntington Ave., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-10 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-10 p.m 
Student Life Gallery, Kennedy Bldg., 
621 Huntington Ave., 2nd fl. Mon.-Fri., 
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9 a.m.-8 p.m “Under Pres 
sure.” 

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY, Cambridge 


— MIT Muséum (617-253-4444), 265 


Ongoing 


Mass. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $3 
Ongoing: “Mind and Hand: The Mak 


ing of MIT Scientists and Engineers”; 
“Robots and Beyond: Exploring 
Artificial Intelligence at MIT”; “Holog 
raphy: The Light Fantastic”; “Flashes of 
Inspiration: The Work of Doc Edger 
ton”; “Gestural Engineering: The Sculp 
ture of Arthur “Thinka 
palooza.” Through Feb. 13: “Visualizing 
Physics: Transforming Science Learning 
at MIT.” Through July 2005: “The Clip 
per Ship Era.” 

Center for Advanced Visual Studies 
(617-253-4415) Mass. Ave 
Through Spring 2005: “The Traveling 
Magazine Table 

Compton Gallery (617-253-4444), 
77 Mass. Ave. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 30: “The Art of Structural 
Design: A Swiss Legacy 

Dean’s Gallery (617-253 
Memorial Dr. Mon.-Fri., 
Through April 1: “Robert Rauschen 
berg: XXXIV Drawings for Dante’s Infer 
no.” 

Hart Nautical Galleries (617-253 


Ganson”; 


265 


9455), 50 


9 a.m.-5 p.m 


5492), 55 Mass Ave. Daily, 9 a.m 
8 p.m. Ongoing: “Ship Models: The 
Evolution of Ship Design”; “Deep Fron 
tiers: Ocean Engineering at MIT”; 
“TQuarium 

List Visual Arts Center (617-253 
4680), 20 Ames St., Cambridge. Daily 
noon-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “John 
Coplans: Body Parts: A Self-Portrait”; 
“Cerith Wyn Evans: Thoughts Unsaid, 
Now Forgotten”; “Yael Bartana: Three 
Films.” 

Strobe Alley (617-253-4629), 77 
Mass. Ave. Call for hours. Ongoing 


“Never Stop Learning: The Life and 
Legacy of Harold Edgerton.” 

—Wolk Gallery (617-253-2825), 77 
Mass. Ave., Room 7-338. Mon.-Fri., 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 28: “Verti 
cal City: The Life and Design of Pruitt 
Igoe.” 

— Women’s Studies Program (617-253- 
8844), Rm. 14E-316, 77 Mass. Ave 
Call for hours. Ongoing: “Women at 
MIT” 

MONTSERRAT COLLEGE OF ART 
GALLERY (978-922-8222), 23 Essex 
St., Beverly. Mon.-Fri., 11 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Feb. 5: “A New Order: Appro 
priation Art in the Digital Age.” 
MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE ART 
MUSEUM (413-538-2245), South 
Hadley. Tues.-Fri., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Free admission. Ongo 
ing: “Asian Art.” 

NEWBURY COLLEGE Library (617- 
730-7070), 150 Fisher Ave., Brookline 
Mon.-Thurs., 8 a.m.-7 p.m.; Fri., 
8 am.-5 p.m.; Sat., 8 a.m.-4 p.m 
Through Dec. 30: “Sylvia Stagg-Giu 
liano: A Walk in the Past.’ 
NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY 
(617-373-2249), Boston 

— Ryder Hall Atrium, 147 Forsyth St 
Daily, 7 a.m.-11 p.m. Ongoing: “Recent 
Urban Design: Work in Boston.” 
REGIS COLLEGE, Carney Gallery, 
(781-768-8367), 235 Wellesley St., 
Weston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-4 p.m 

— Spellman Museum of Stamps & 
Postal History. Thurs.-Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Admission $5, $3 for students 
and seniors, free for 16 and 
under. Exhibits include rare Lindbergh 
7 transatlantic flight, 


ages 


material from 1927 
US and Boston airmail history, and in 
ternational airmail including the 
world’s first airmail flight in India in 
1911 

RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DE- 
SIGN Museum of Art (401-454-6500), 
224 Benefit St., Providence, RI. Tues 
Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $6, $5 
for seniors, $3 for students, $2 for ages 
5-18. Ongoing: “19th-Century Paint 
ing, Sculpture and Decorative Arts”; 
“Rethinking the Romans: New Views of 
Ancient Sculpture.” Through Jan. 23 
“Dreams and Nightmares: German 
Graphic Arts, 1900-33.” Through Jan 
30: “Island Nations: New Art from 
Cuba, the Dominican Republic, and 
Puerto Rico.” Through Feb. 13: “What's 
in a Name? The Paisley Pattern and 
Kashmir Shawls.” Through April 17 
“Celebrating the Jewish Contribution 
to Twentieth Century American Art.” 
TUFTS UNIVERSITY Aidekman Arts 


Center (617-627-3518), 40R Talbot 
Ave., Medford. Wed.-Sun., 11 a.m 
5 p.m 


— Royall House Slave Quarters (781- 
396-9032), 15 George St. Wed.-Sun., 2 
5 p.m. Ongoing: “From Africa to Med 
ford: The Untold Story of the Royall 
House Slaves.” 

WELLESLEY COLLEGE Davis Muse 
um and Cultural Center (781-283 
2051), 106 Central St Wellesley 
Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon 
4 p.m.; Wed., until 8 p.m. Ongoing 


“Art of the Ancient Americas”; “Divine 
Mirrors: The Madonna Unveiled”; 
“African Art In/Out of Context”; “The 


Multiple.” 





COMPLIMENTARY MOVIE PASSES 


wvtss Diheanix 


Invite you and a guest to a special advance 
screening on Tuesday, January 4th at 7:30pm 


THURSDAY 

8:00 (5) My Best Friend’s Wed- 
ding (movie). Jules (Julia Roberts) 
wants to marry her best friend now 
that he’s marrying someone else. With 
Dermot Mulroney and Cameron Diaz. 
From 1997. (Until 10 p.m.) 

10:00 (44) Jack Paar: Smart 
Television. Where now there is The 
Rebel Billionaire’s Search for the Fat Ob- 
noxious Boss Who Wants To Marry the 
Biggest Loser (or an Andrea Bocelli 
concert), we once had mild-mannered 
Jack Paar talking with Muhammad Ali, 
Fidel Castro, Woody Allen, Richard 
Nixon, and Bobby Kennedy. It was en- 
tertaining and informative, and no- 
body got hurt. Memories of Paar from 
Regis Philbin, Hugh Downs, Jonathan 
Winters, and the Smothers Brothers. 
To be repeated on Friday at 1 a.m., 
and on Sunday at 1 p.m., and, on 
Channel 2, on Sunday at 1:30 p.m. 
(Until 11 p.m.) 


NEW YEAR’S EVE 

2:00 (4) Football, Arizona State 
versus Perdue in the Vitalis Sun Bowl. 
8:00 (44) Divine Magic: The 
World of the Supernatural. Ooga- 
booga time on PBS as this five-part se- 
ries (aired in seriatim) explores the 
history of the human need to believe 
in things we don’t understand. How’s 
your cosmology of choice holding up? 
(Until the witching hour.) 

9:00 (2) Bob Hope: The Road to 
Laughter. After years of referring to 
Bob Hope as the King of the Undead, 
we have to concede that he’s finally 
passed on. And so as not to offend the 
Undead (who we’re told has a haunt- 
ingly powerful anti-defamation organ- 
ization), we'll simply describe him as 
the Late Mr. Hope. This retrospective 
includes clips from the LMH’s- Road 
movies plus fond memories from his 
survivors. To be repeated on Sunday at 
2:30 p.m., and, on Channel 44, at 
noon. (Until 10 p.m.) 

10:00 (2) Frank Sinatra: Ol’ 
Blue Eyes Is Back. A 1973 NBC spe- 
cial that welcomed Frankie back from 
reputed retirement. The blue-eyed boy 
is joined by hoofin’ pal Gene Kelly to 
do things “My Way.” To be repeated on 
Sunday at 3:30 p.m. (Until midnight.) 
10:00 (5) Dick Clark’s New 
Year’s Rockin’ Eve. Without Dick 
Clark (which is sad; and best wishes 
for recovery to the ageless traditional 
New Year’s host), but with fill-in Regis 
Philbin (couldn't they find a substitute 
a little less out there — like Keith 
Richards?) anchoring the music and 
merriment in NYC, and Ashlee Simp- 
son out in California, where they get 
2005 a few hours later. This season's 
crop of Where Are They the Rest of the 
Year? guest stars includes Billy Idol; 
Earth, Wind & Fire; and Los Lonely 
Boys. (Until 2:05 a.m., with an 
11 p.m. break for news.) 

10:00 (7) New Year’s Eve with 
Carson Daly. Hey, the Dick Clark 
special isn’t the only game in town this 
year. Live from Rockefeller Center, 
Carson hosts Maroon 5, Avril Lavigne, 
and Duran Duran and their original 
bass player, Donald Trump. (Until 
11 p.m.) 

11:35 (7) The Tonight Show. Wel- 
come in 2005 from the West Coast, 
where it’s still 2004, with Jay Leno. 
(Until 12:35 a.m.) 


NEW YEAR’S DAY 
11:00 a.m. (5, 7) The 117th An- 
nual Tournament of Roses Pa- 


; el « ; ; An ve 4 rade. Large trucks covered in flowers 
Check for Ay By Visiting drive through Pasadena. Mum’s the 


WWW.BROADWAYINBOSTON.COM/STUDENTRUSH.HTML @f Bowanenne inner 


Enter to win your screening pass at 
ATAU Lert aelalslilel-talb @reteliitail 4 


OPENS FRIDAY, JANUARY 7th > 


This film is rated R. Supplies limited. No phone calls please. 
One pass per person. No purchase necessary. 





11:00 a.m. Football. Tennessee 
versus Texas A&M in the Cotton Bowl. 
12:30 (7) Football. Florida State 
versus West Virginia in the Gator 
Bowl. 

1:00 (5) Football. LSU versus Iowa 
in the Capital One What's In Your Wal- 
let? Bowl. 

4:00 (7) Brian Boitano’s Holiday 
Skating Spectacular. Taped in Las 
Vegas on December 18. (Until 6 p.m.) 
4:30 (5) Football. Texas versus 
Michigan in the Rose Bowl 

8:30 (5) Football. Utah versus Pitt 
in the Fiesta Bowl 

9:27 (44) Annie Hall (movie). 
Woody Allen’s memorable and influen- 
tial 1977 social-commentary three- 
way wisecrack grudge-match pitting 
the New York Jews against the Wis- 
consin WASPs versus the West Coast 
Losers. Nobody actually wins, but 
after years of change the comic strug- 
gle remains a classic. With Allen, 
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hot 
dots 


BY CLIF GARBODEN 


Diane Keaton, Tony Roberts, Carol 
Kane, Paul Simon, Shelley Duvall, 
Janet Margolin (“David, David . 
David I see . . .”), Colleen Dewhurst, 
and Christopher Walken. (Until 
11:02 p.m.) 

9:30 (2) From Vienna: The New 
Year’s Celebration 2005. Anyone 
for a galop? Walter Cronkite checks in 
from Austria for the 21st consecutive 
year, hosting a selection of year-ignit- 
ing tunes from the Vienna Philhar- 
monic (under Lorin Maazel). And it 
looks to be a good year for polka 
lovers, with Vladimir Malakhov (of the 
American Ballet Theatre) and mem- 
bers of the Vienna State (6 and 8 in 
regular-season play) Opera Ballet step- 


| ping up to the “One Heart, One Mind” 


polka at the Coburg Palace, and the 


| Opera Ballet accompanying the “Fata 


Morgana” polka at the Todesco Palace. 
Plus, we get a polka tribute to apfel- 
strudel called “Viennese Specialité,” 
some Tales from the Vienna Woods 
(performed in the woods), and the 
Opera Ballet three-stepping to the in 
evitable “Blue Danube Waltz.” (Until 
11 p.m.) 

11:00 (2) Soundstage. Featuring 
music from Alanis Morissette. (Until 
midnight.) 


SUNDAY 

1:00 (25) Football. The Pats versus 
the San Francisco 49ers. 

2:00 (44) The American Experi- 
ence: Abraham and Mary Lincoln: A 
House Divided, parts one, two, and 
three. Repeated from last week. The 
entire Lincoln presidency, and more, as 
seen through the prism of Abe’s rela- 
tionship with his life partner. (Until 
8 p.m.) 

4:00 (4) Football. The Indianapolis 
Colts versus the Denver Broncos. 
9:00 (4) Behind Enemy Lines 
(movie). After those murderous Bosni 
ans! Starring Gene Hackman and 
Owen Wilson. (Until 11 p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Masterpiece Theatre: 
Othello. An Andrew Davies moderniza- 
tion of the Shakespeare tale, starring 
Eamonn Walker as London's police 
commissioner and Keeley Hawes as 
Dessie, the love he rejects at the sug- 
gestion of the professionally jealous 
Jago, played by Christopher Eccleston. 
To be repeated tonight at 4 a.m., and, 


| on Channel 44, at 1 and 4 a.m. (Until 


11 p.m.) 
9:00 (5) The Making of Dynasty. 
Never watched the show ourselves, 


| but this reunion recap will probably be 


more entertaining anyway. (Until 
11 p.m.) 

Midnight (2) Three Globe 
Trekker City Guides: Tokyo, Paris, 
and Amsterdam. Repeated from last 
week. Trekker Ian Wright does Tokyo's 
karaoke-bars circuit, sleeps in a cap- 
sule hotel, eats raw fish at dawn, and 
ventures out to Mount Fuji. Trekker 
Justine Shapiro has a similar but more 
civilized experience in Paris, without 
the karaoke or the raw fish. And 
trekker Jonathan Atherton bikes 
around Amsterdam from one gay 
event to another. (Until 3 a.m.) 


MONDAY 

8:00 (5) Football. Auburn versus 
Virginia in the Sugar Bowl. 

9:00 (2) American Masters: Judy 
Garland: By Myself. Words from Judy 
Garland’s unpublished autobiography 
narrate this bio-doc of the troubled su- 
perstar. Surprisingly well done. To be 
repeated tonight at 1 a.m. (Until 
11 p.m.) 

9:00 (44) Mystery: Foyle’s War (Se- 
ries Two): Fifty Ships. Confusing as all 
hell — war is, that is. Michael Kitchen 
stars as DCI Chris Foyle, who works 
through World War II policing the 
home front in a small English town. In 
this episode, local sabotage and loot- 
ing put Foyle and his good-gal Sam 
(Honeysuckle Weeks) on the trail of a 
mysterious body on the beach and 
runs them afoul of Imperial efforts to 
lure the United States into the Battle 
of Britain. (Until 10:30 p.m.) 

2:30 a.m. (44) Still Life with An- 
imated Dogs. A film by animation 


artist Paul Fierlinger (creator of 
Sesame Street’s “Teeny Little Super 
Guy” and the PBS film Drawn from 
Memory) paying tribute to his dogs — 
Roosevelt, Ike, Johnson, and Spin- 
naker — who kept him company dur 
ing the long depressive years in the 
1950s before he escaped the iron- 
heeled jackboot of Communist oppres- 
sion in Prague. To be repeated tonight 
at 5:30 a.m. on Channels 2 and 44 
(Until 3 a.m.) 


TUESDAY 

7:30 (2) La Plaza: Young Blood 
Musica. Profiles of three Boston-area 
Latin musicians on the cusp of success 
— Marta Gomez, Rafael Alcala, and 
Robert Rosario — featuring rehearsal 
scenes and interviews about their 
struggle toward the top. (Until 8 p.m.) 
8:00 (2) Nova: Welcome to Mars. 
How they found water on Mars possi- 
bly millennia after it evaporated. Fol- 
lowing up on Nova’s earlier documen- 
tary Mars Dead or Alive, we continue 
to follow the fortunes of Spirit and Op- 
portunity, our unmanned rovers to the 
Red Planet, as Spirit begins speaking 
in tongues and Opportunity flops 
down next to an ancient fountain. To 
be repeated tonight at 1 and 4 a.m., 
and, on Channel 44, at 1 and 3 a.m 
(Until 9 p.m.) 

8:00 (5) Football. USC versus Okla 
homa in the Orange Bowl 

8:00 (44) Globe Trekker: Great 
Festivals 2. Another GT-anthology 
show touring celebrations around the 
planet — Carnivale in Trinidad, Italy’s 
Battle of the Oranges (during which 
the citizens of the town of Ivrea re 
enact the ancient war that liberated 
them by throwing oranges at each 
other), Scotland’s Clanloddoch 
Games, and Mexico’s Day of the Dead 
(Until 9 p.m.) 

9:60 (2) Frontline: The Jesus 
Factor. We all know that “President” 
Bush has jumped in front of the evan- 
gelical bandwagon and openly pan 
ders to the deluded born-againsters 
who kept him in office. Nobody really 
thinks he believes in all that bullshit 
but then again, he claims to pray 
through major decisions, and we know 
he’s not a bright man. So it’s possible 
that he has some sort of perverted 
death-dealing notion of Christianity 
that sustains him and endangers the 
rest of the world. A look at the man 
and his beliefs. To be repeated tonight 
at 2 and 4 a.m. on Channel 44. (Until 
10 p.m.) 

9:00 (44) Alan Alda in Scientific 
American Frontiers: Coming to 
America. Alda recaps the latest theo- 
ries on who first populated the Ameri- 
cas. To be repeated tonight at 2 a.m 
on Channel 2. (Until 10 p.m.) 


WEDNESDAY 

8:00 (44) The Civil War: Valley of 
the Shadow of Death (1864) and Most 
Hallowed Ground (1864). Ken Burns’s 
remarkable CW documentary (in re- 
mastered form) continues with a com- 
parison of the careers and strategies of 
Grant and Lee and a look at the hotly 
contested election of 1984, in which 
voters almost dumped Lincoln. (Until 
10:30 p.m.) 

9:00 (5) Alias. By any other name, 
Jennifer Garner’s back for a new sea- 
son. (Until 11 p.m.) 


THURSDAY 

7:30 (2) Basic Black: From Port au 
Prince to Mattapan. A panel discussion 
among leaders of Boston's Haitian 
community (the third largest in the 
US, after New York’s and Florida’s) 
about the immigrants’ shared hopes 
for peace in their native country. 
Guests include Judith Alexandre, As- 
sociation of Haitian Women of Boston 
board member; Alexandra Celestin, di 
rector of the Haitian youth-and-cultur- 
al organization the LaKou Association; 
and William Dorcena, former publish- 
er of the Boston Haitian Reporter 
(Until 8 p.m.) 

8:00 (2) Queen Victoria’s Em- 
pire: Engines of Change. A series look- 
ing back on the forces that made the 
world what it is today — from the In 
dustrial Revolution, which crowded 
the underpaid into filthy urban set- 
tings, to visions of global domination 
exploitation, which divided the world 
into ruling and conquered nations 
(Until 9 p.m.) 

10:00 (44) Sandwiches That You 
Will Like. One of those fun-and-triv 
ial travelogues — this one touring the 
nation’s oddest and most popular 
meals on bread. (Until 11:30 p.m.) 
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Dance diva 





Margot Fonteyn’s exquisite art and turbulent life 


BY IRIS FANGER 


Margot Fonteyn: A Life 


By Meredith Daneman. Viking, 
672 pages, $32.95. 


he musical passage most evocative 

of Margot Fonteyn, the “Rose Ada- 

gio” from The Sleeping Beauty, was 
omitted from the “service of thanksgiv- 
ing for her life and work” at Westmin- 
ster Abbey on July 2, 
1991, no doubt be- 
cause the fate of the 
Princess Aurora 
seemed too close to the 
British ballerina’s pri- 
vate circumstances. 
Like that ballet’s glow- 
ing, virginal child- 
woman, perennially 
hopeful for a charmed 
future, Fonteyn gave 
no hint to her public of 
the dark undercurrents 
beneath the veneer of 
her enormous success. 
She first performed Au- 
rora in the famous pas 
de deux in 1936, at the 
age of 17, then took on 
the entire ballet in 
1939 when it entered 
the Vic-Wells repertory 
just as World War II en- 
gulfed Britain. She 
made her American 
debut in the role in 
1949, in a legendary 
performance that es- 
tablished her as an in- 
ternational star, her- 
alded by her photos on 
the covers of Time and 
Newsweek. 

The complex person- 
ality of Margot Fonteyn 
— on stage and off — 
is searchingly exam- 
ined in Meredith Dane- 
man’s new biography. 

A graduate of London’s 
Royal Ballet School, 
Daneman was a mem- 
ber of the Australian 
Ballet before she 
changed careers and 
published four novels. 
In addition to the double-page list of 
Fonteyn’s friends and colleagues whom 
she consulted, Daneman was allowed 
access to the dancer’s letters and her 
mother’s unpublished memoirs. Dane- 
man’s insights into the backstage angst 
of the ballet world helps to modify the 
discretionary tones of Fonteyn’s voice in 
her 1972 Autobiography. 

Perhaps the same vengeful fairy who 
was inadvertently omitted from Aurora’s 
christening list was also snubbed at 
Fonteyn’s birth. Born Margaret “Peggy” 
Hookam in Reigate, Surrey, May 18, 
1919, she was endowed with the requi- 
site beauty, talent, and resolve to suc- 
ceed in the most difficult of professions, 
but personal happiness was not part of 
the design, despite her protestations to 
the contrary. Unlike Aurora, who had 
only the Lilac Fairy for protection, 
Fonteyn had two watching over her and 
leading the way through the brambles: 
her mother, Hilda “Nita” Fontes 
Hookam, nicknamed “Black Queen” 








(later shortened to BQ) by her daugh- 
ter’s associates; and the formidable 
Ninette de Valois, born Edris Stannus in 
Ireland, the founder of the Vic-Wells Bal- 
let (later Sadler’s Wells, which became 
the Royal Ballet). It was de Valois who 
recognized the possibilities in the 14- 
year-old she accepted into the corps de 
ballet of her company and pushed be- 
yond her apparent abilities, changing 
her name within a year to blaze more 


a3 


PORCELAIN ROSE: though she seemed pure and self-possessed on stage, Fonteyn’s real life was 
anything but charmed. 


theatrically on the stage bill. Later, de 
Valois protected Fonteyn against all 
comers — meaning younger dancers 
treading close behind the finally aging 
star — thus suppressing a generation of 
women who might have made greater 
reputations if Fonteyn had retired, in- 
cluding Beryl Grey, Lynn Seymour, and 
Antoinette Sibley. 

At a time when most ballerinas un- 
wrap the ribbons of their pointe shoes 
for the last time, Fonteyn was given a 
reprieve in the most unruly of gift pack- 
ages: the young Rudolph Nureyey, re- 
cently defected from the Soviet Union. 
He was 19 years her junior, inexperi- 
enced in the ways of the West, and am- 
bitious beyond the norm. She was the 
stage picture of English restraint, and at 
age 42 had been forced into a guest- 
artist position with the Royal three years 
earlier. Again, it was de Valois who 
saved her by insisting she dance oppo- 
site the Russian for their historic first 
appearance in Giselle in February 1962. 





The partnership with Nureyev would ex- 
tend her dancing life for 18 more years. 
Despite the decorum with which she 
performed, every limb and muscle con- 
tributing to her perfect line and ex- 
traordinary balances, she was more the 
hoyden and less the porcelain English 
rose off-stage. Daneman tells all: the 
lists of lovers, the sexual encounters, 
and finally, at age 34, Fonteyn’s degrad- 
ing marriage to Dr. Roberto “Tito” 
Arias, the womanizing, inept revolu- 
tionary son of a promihent Panamanian 
family. The author speculates Fonteyn 





was considering divorce when Arias 
was shot and paralyzed by a jealous 
husband, and was left to live in a 
wheelchair for the rest of his life. 
Fonteyn stayed by him, leaving only to 
undertake the exhausting world tours 
that earned the money to pay his con- 
siderable expenses. The day after his 
death in 1989, when his Panamanian 
mistress shot herself in despair, Fonteyn 
was already ill with the cancer that 
would kill her in 1991. A year earlier, 
she had lost her mother and her 
greatest mentor, choreographer Sir 
Frederick Ashton. 

Perhaps the one thing more 
ephemeral than a ballet performance is 
memory, but those of us who saw 
Fonteyn dance — if not in her prime, at 
least in her second coming with 
Nureyev — retain the glow of the sight- 
ing. Daneman’s bock brings it all back 
and will serve to introduce the aura of 
Fonteyn to a generation that knows her 
only by name. | 








_readings — 
Sea 


@ SATURDAY 1 
“OPEN BARK POETRY NIGHT” 
with Deborah Priestly is at 8 p.m. at 
Out of the Blue Gallery, 106 
Prospect St., Cambridge. Sug- 
gested donation $3-$5; (617) 
354-5287 


@ SUNDAY 2 

LIZARD LOUNGE POETRY 
SLAM & JAM is at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Lizard Lounge, 1667 Mass 
Ave., Cambridge. Tickets $6; 
(617) 547-0759 

POETRY EXCHANGE hosted 
by Richard Moore is from 3 to 
5 p.m. at Harvard Coop, 1400 
Mass. Ave., 3rd floor, Cam 
bridge. Free; (617) 489-0519 
POETRY IN THE NEW YEAR 
with Michael R. Brown, Meg 
Campbell, Tom Daley, and Mary 
Pinard is at 2 p.m. at Forest Hills 
Cemetery, 95 Forest Hills Ave., 
Jamaica Plain. Tickets $5; (617) 
524-0128 


@ MONDAY 3 
SOUTH BOSTON POETRY 
SLAM is at 8 p.m. at the Far 





ragut House, P. and 6th St., 
South Boston. Tickets $5; (617) 
269-7090. 


STONE SOUP POETRY OPEN 
MIC with Jack Powers is at 
8 p.m. at Out of the Blue 
Gallery, 106 Prospect St., Cam 
bridge. Suggested donation $4; 
(617) 227-0845 


@ TUESDAY 4 

RON McLARTY reads from his The 
Memory of Running at 7 p.m. at Brook 
line Booksmith, 279 Harvard St., 
Brookline. Free; (617) 566-6660 


@ WEDNESDAY 5 
BOSTON POETRY SLAM & OPEN 


>Listings 






MIC is at 8 p.m. at the Cantab 
Lounge, 738 Mass. Ave., Central Sq., 
Cambridge. Tickets $3; (617) 354 
2685 

NANCY UPPER reads from her Bal 
let Dancers in Career Transition: Six 
teen Success Stories at 6:15 p.m. at 
Hotel Marlowe, 25 Edwin Land Blvd 
Cambridge. Free; (617) 868-8000 





RON McLARTY reads from his The 
Memory of Running Tuesday. 


@ THURSDAY 6 
JANE BROX AND KYOKO MORI 
read from their work at 7 p.m. at 


Lesley University, Marran Theater 
opposite 37 Mellen St., Cambridge 
Free; (617) 349-8520 

MICHAEL HOLLEY reads from his 
Patriot Reign at 7 p.m. at Brookline 
Booksmith, 279 Harvard St., Brook 


line. Free; (617) 566-6660 


other listings 








events 


_ benefits 





@ SUNDAY 2 

“LE GRAND DAVID AND HIS 
OWN SPECTACULAR MAGIC 
COMPANY” perform at 3 p.m. at 
Cabot St. Cinema Theatre, 286 Cabot 
St., Beverly. Tickets $15, $10 for chil- 
dren under 12; (978) 927-3677 


M@ WEDNESDAY 5 

TASTE OF QUINCY MARKET is 
from 5 to 7 p.m. at Quincy Market, 
Faneuil Hall, Boston. Free; (617) 
523-1300. 


gay & lesbian 


@ SATURDAY 1 

GLITTER SWITCH DRAG KARAOKE 
is at 8:30 p.m. at Club Hollywood 
Boston, 41 Essex St., Boston. Tickets $5; 
(617) 417-0186. 


@ MONDAY 3 

LESBIAN RAP is at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Women’s Center, 46 Pleasant St., 
Cambridge. Free; (617) 354-8807. 
LIVING ART GROUP for lesbian, 
bisexual, transgender, or queer 
women, 13-25, is from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
Boston GLASS Community Center, 93 
Mass Ave., 3rd floor, Boston. Free; 
(617) 266-3349. 

SPEAKEASY DISCUSSION 
GROUP FOR LGBT YOUNG 
ADULTS 18-25 is at 7 p.m. at 
Boston GLASS Community Center, 93 
Mass. Ave., third floor, Boston. Free; 
(617) 266-3349. 


@ TUESDAY 4 

BISEXUAL WOMEN’S RAP is at 
7:30 p.m. at the Women’s Center, 46 
Pleasant St., Cambridge. Free; (617) 
354-8807 


@ THURSDAY 6 

OVER 30 MULTICULTURAL LES- 
BIAN RAP is at 7 p.m. at the 
Women’s Center, 46 Pleasant St., 
Cambridge. Free; (617) 354-8807 
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@ THURSDAY 6 

CONCERT TO BENEFIT THE 
CHARLES RIVER SKATEPARK with 
Shanghai Valentine, Junction 18, Dead 
Ellington, and Stompin Charlies is at 
8:30 p.m. at T.T. the Bear’s Place, 10 
Brookline Ave., Cambridge. Tickets $7; 
(617) 492-BEAR 





holidays 


@ THURSDAY 30 

HOLIDAY LIGHTS SPECTACULAR 
with over one million lights, displays, a 
Holiday Village, Hay Bale Maze, carol 
ers, and more is Thurs. and Sun. from 
5 to 9 p.m., and Fri.-Sat. from 5 to 
10 p.m. at the Tweeter Center, 885 
South Main St., Mansfield. Tickets $12 
per carload Mon.-Thurs., $15 Fri.-Sun.; 
(508) 339-2822 


@ FRIDAY 31 

FIRST NIGHT with hundreds of per 
formances and events is from noon to 
midnight in various locations. A $15 
First Night Button affords access to all 
events; call (617) 542-1399 or visit 
www. firstnight.org 

NEW YEAR’S EVE GLOBAL GALA 
with gourmet food, dinner, dessert, 
drinks, mock gambling, and more is at 
9 p.m. at Vinalia, 101 Arch St., Boston 
Tickets $150; (617) 591-1400 
RESOLUTION BALL with food, cock 
tails, jazz, a silent auction, prizes, and 
more is at 7 p.m. at the Boston Park 
Plaza Hotel, 64 Arlington St., Boston 
Tickets $125; (781) 444-7771 
HOLIDAY LIGHTS SPECTACULAR. 
See listing for Thurs 


@ SATURDAY 1 
HOLIDAY LIGHTS SPECTACULAR. 
See listing for Thurs 


M@ SUNDAY 2 
HOLIDAY LIGHTS SPECTACU- 
LAR. See listing for Thurs 











|| WINTER PREVIEW: classical | 





Opera is back! 


And so are Levine, Fleming, Brendel, Serkin, and more 


BY LLOYD SCHWARTZ 


he spring season promises to 
Tos up for Boston’s relative 

dearth of opera productions. 
Teatro Lirico d’Europa, the re- 
markable low-budget Bulgarian 
touring company with powerhouse 
performers singing their hearts out 
in front of wrinkled backdrops, is 
having its most extensive Boston 
engagement yet, with four of the 
most popular (and best) operas 
ever written: Puccini’s La bohéme 
(three performances, January 
21-23); two operas featuring that 
tricky barber, Figaro, in order of 
composition. but reverse sequence 
plot-wise, Mozart’s Le nozze di Fi- 
garo (March 16 and 17) and Rossi- 
ni’s Il barbiere di Siviglia (March 25 
and 26); and three performances 
of the opera with the most com- 
pelling existential heroine and the 
most memorable tunes, Bizet’s Car- 
men (March 22-24). Teatro Lirico 
will end its Boston run with a bal- 
let, Swan Lake, with the Russian 
National Ballet Theatre of Moscow 
and a 50-piece orchestra (March 
31 and April 1). All are at the Cut- 
ler Majestic; for information, call 
(617) 824-8000. 

The Boston Lyric Opera’s sea- 
son at the Shubert Theatre is called 
“Flights of Fancy.” There will be two 
East Coast premieres, Rachel Port- 
man’s The Little Prince (February 
16-27) and Jonathan Dove’s Flight 
(April 27—May 10), and in between 
comes a Tchaikovsky masterpiece 
that’s neither flighty nor fanciful: 
the moving and ironic Eugene One- 
gin (March 30-April 12). Call (617) 
542-4912. 

Opera Boston returns with 
Christoph Willibald Gluck’s 18th- 
century masterpiece Alceste, in col- 
laboration with Martin Pearlman 
and Boston Baroque (January 28 
and 30), and Robert Ward’s version 
of Arthur Miller’s play about witch- 
hunts, The Crucible (April 8 and 
10), both at the Cutler Majestic. 
Alceste will feature New York City 
Opera’s Nicolle Foland in the title 
role, and baritone Stephen Salters 
as the High Priest and Hercules. 
The Crucible reunites baritone 
James Maddalena and mezzo-so- 
prano Lorraine DiSimone (who ap- 
peared together in Opera Boston’s 
production of John Harbison’s Full 
Moon in March), along with con- 
tralto Marion Dry and baritone 
David Kravitz. Gil Rose, music di- 
rector of Opera Boston, conducts. 
Call (617) 451-9944. 

There are also exciting prospects 
for opera in concert. The excellent 
Verdi conductor Jeffrey Rink 
does the melodramatic-but-unfor- 
gettably-melodic Rigoletto with the 
Newton Symphony Orchestra. The 
cast includes New York City Opera’s 
Michael Corvino, Drew Slatton, 
Meredith Hansen Skinner, David 
Cushing, and Gale Fuller (January 
9, Rashi Auditorium, Newton Cor- 
ner). Call (617) 965-2555. 

Emmanuel Music, as part of 
its five-year plan for performing all 
Schumann’s chamber, piano, and 
vocal works, is presenting one of 
the more unusual operas of the 


season, the rarely heard Genoveva 
(April 2, Emmanuel Church). 
Other Schumann concerts are 
scheduled for January 9 (with 
baritone James Maddalena and pi- 
anist Judy Gordon), February 20, 
March 20, April 17, and May 1. 
Call (617) 536-3356. 

One of the high points of the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra 
season is sure to be James Levine 


with Alfred Brendel), and Schu- 
bert. After the Wagner concert, 
he’ll lead a fascinating program of 
Bach (a Schoenberg arrangement) 
and works with an American 
theme: Ives’s Second Symphony, 
Varése’s Amériques, and Gershwin’s 
An American in Paris (March 
17-19, and March 22). Then he’ll 
conduct two world premieres, com- 
missioned from John Harbison and 
Charles Wuorinen, on a program 
with Stravinsky (with pianist Peter 
Serkin) and the Brahms Second 


(February 17-19, with pianist 
Robert Levin in a world premiere 
by Yehudi Wyner); Ingo Metzmach- 
er (February 24-26); and Christoph 
von Dohnanyi (April 21, 22, and 
26, and April 28-30, combining the 
music of Mahler and Sir Harrison 
Birtwistle). Call (617) 266-1492. 
The Bank of America 
Celebrity Series kicks into high 
gear with countertenor David 
Daniels, fresh from his triumph at 
the Met in Handel’s Rodelinda (Jor- 
dan Hall, January 28), while his 
Met co-star, beloved soprano Renée 
Fleming, has a recital at Symphony 
Hall (February 18). Also at Jordan 
Hall are the Orpheus Chamber Or- 
chestra, with young pianist 
Jonathan Biss (January 29); the 
Emerson String Quartet, in a two- 
part Mendelssohn cycle (February 5 
and April 8); delightful Boston so- 
prano Barbara Quintiliani (April 1); 





BELOVED: Renée Fleming gives a Bank of America Celebrity Series recital at Symphony Hall on February 18. 


conducting Wagner’s greatest ghost 
story, The Flying Dutchman, at 
Symphony Hall, with baritone 
Juha Uusitalo and soprano Debo- 
rah Voigt as the self-sacrificing 
Senta (March 11, 13, and 15). The 
maestro resumes his residency Jan- 
uary 13-15 with a surprising com- 
bination of two Sibelius sym- 
phonies (4 and 5), bracketing the 
world premiere of Milton Babbitt’s 
Concerti for Orchestra. Levine will 
be back March 3-5 for a classical 
evening of Haydn, Mozart (the 
dramatic D-minor Piano Concerto 


Symphony (March 24-26). His last 
appearance of the season will be as 
a pianist, playing Schubert with 
Russian virtuoso Evgenyi Kissin 
(April 27). 

Other BSO highlights are con- 
certs led by Hans Graf (with flutist 
Sir James Galway, January 6-8, 
and January 11); James Conlon 
(with pianist Garrick Ohlsson, Jan- 
uary 20-22, and 25); Rafael Friih- 
beck de Burgos (all Brahms, Febru- 
ary 3-5, and 8, and then a “Span- 
ish” concert, February 10-12, with 
cellist Steven Isserlis); Robert Spano 
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the Beaux Arts Trio (April 2); bril- 
liant Boston-based Russian pianist 
Sergey Schepkin, in a Boston Mar- 
quee concert (April 16); and the 
Akademie fiir Alte Musik Berlin 
(May 13). Symphony Hall events 
include Kurt Masur conducting pi- 
anist Jean-Yves Thibaudet and the 
Orchestre National de France (Feb- 
ruary 27); controversial piano vir- 
tuoso Lang Lang (March 30); Yo-Yo 
Ma and the Silk Road Ensemble 
(April 6); the Dresden Staatskapelle, 
in a Brahms evening, with Myung- 
Whun Chung conducting pianist 


Emanuel Ax (April 17); and violin- 
ist Itzhak Perlman (May 1). Call 
(617) 482-2595. 

In contemporary music, I’m es- 
pecially looking forward to Col- 
lage New Music, under David 
Hoose, doing the first Boston per- 
formance of Pierre Boulez’s myste- 
rious and elegant Sur Incises, for 
three harps, three pianos, and 
three percussionists, on a program 
with works by Reich, Golijov, and 
Feldman (Paine Hall, January 23); 
call (617) 325-3200. Hoose’s other 
group, the Cantata Singers, are 
also admired for their modern and 
contemporary music. Their season 
ends with a program of works by 
Boston composers John Harbison 
(The Flower-Fed Buffalos), Marjorie 
Merryman, and Charles Fussell, 
who are alive and well, and the 
late Seymour Shifrin, Irving Fine, 
Donald Sur, and Randall Thomp- 
son, not to mention the even-earli- 
er William Billings (All Saints 
Parish, May 13-14). Hoose and the 
Cantata Singers are also doing 
their specialty, Bach and Schiitz, 
with a repeat performance of 
Schoenberg’s sublime and passion- 
ate Friede auf Erden (Jordan Hall, 
January 14 and 16). And John 
Harbison conducts Bach’s St. John 
Passion (Jordan Hall, March 11 
and 13). For Cantata Singers per- 
formances, call (617) 267-6502. 

Gil Rose’s Boston Modern Or- 
chestra Project presents another 
concert of Boston composers (Jan- 
uary 23), a program devoted to 
minimalism (February 18), and a 
tribute to Takemitsu (April 15), all 
at Jordan Hall, plus informal “Club 
Concerts” at the Club Café (Janu- 
ary 11 and March 15); call (617) 
363-0396. And Richard Pittman’s 
Boston Musica Viva has a fami- 
ly concert (February 6) and a pro- 
gram called “From Eastern Europe, 
with Love,” featuring the work of 
Lee Hyla and Polish composers 
(Tsai Performance Center, May 6); 
call (617) 354-6910. 

Yet another concert devoted to 
music by Boston composers is 
being given by American Clas- 
sics, including work from Billings 
to Bernstein to Andy Vores and 
Scott Wheeler, and a world pre- 
miere by Charles Shadle (St. Paul 
Church, Cambridge, January 23 — 
the same date as the BMOP Boston 
program). This delightful group 
will be on more familiar terrain 
with songs and skits from Irving 
Berlin’s Music Box Revues, com- 
posed between 1921 and 1924 
(Pickman Hall, April 8 and 10). 
We’re promised material we’ve 
probably never heard before. For 
both American Classics programs, 
call (617) 254-1125. And soprano 
Nancy Armstrong, baritone Robert 
Honeysucker, violinist Daniel Step- 
ner, and gambist Laura Jeppesen 
will be back at the MFA for their 
annual Valentine’s Day treat, this 
year featuring songs by African- 
American composers (February 
13); call (617) 369-3306. 

The Handel & Haydn Soci- 
ety has five upcoming concerts, of 
which I’m especially eager to hear 
the “Classical Valentine,” with 
Grant Llewellyn leading Mozart 
and Haydn symphonies and 
Haydn’s C-major Cello Concerto, 
with the wonderful Dutch cellist 
Peter Wispelwey (Symphony Hall, 
February 11 and 13), anda 
Brahms/Haydn program including 
the Brahms German Requiem 
(April 8 and 10); call (617) 262- 
1815. Donald Teeters’s Boston 
Cecilia is offering Mozart’s Coro- 
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nation Mass in C and a rarely performed or- 
atorio, Davidde Penitente (Jordan Hall, April 
10); call (617) 232-4540. 

Benjamin Zander and the Boston Phil- 
harmonic conclude their 2004~’05 season 
with Bruckner’s monumental Eighth Sym- 
phony (Sanders Theatre, March 10 and 13; 
Jordan Hall, March 12) and an unusual pro- 
gram featuring cellist Alexander Baillie in 
Frank Bridge’s Oration, surrounded by Pen- 
derecki’s moving : 

Threnody for the 
Victims of Hi- 
roshima and 
Prokofiev’s Sym- 
phony No. 5 
(Sanders The- 
atre, April 28 and May 1; Jordan Hall, April 
30). Call (617) 236-0999. 

The Pro Arte Chamber Orchestra cel- 
ebrates the 60th birthday of its conductor, 
Isaiah Jackson, with Bach’s six Brandenburg 
Concertos (Sanders Theatre, January 23). 
And principal guest conductor Gunther 
Schuller leads masterpieces by Debussy, 
Schoenberg, Wagner, and Copland (February 
27). Remaining concerts are April 3 and 
May 15 (with pianist Stephen Drury). Call 
(617) 661-7067. 

Susan Davenny Wyner’s glorious New 
England String Ensemble has three in 
town concerts at Jordan Hall: “Celebrating 
Youth,” with young prize-winning soloists 
(January 30); “Sunrise and a Magic Whis- 
tle,” a chamber-music concert featuring 
Haydn’s heavenly Sunrise Quartet and for- 
mer BSO flutist Doriot Anthony Dwyer, 





| WINTER PREVIEW: classical || 








VESTED INTEREST: Sir James Galway is soloist with the 
BSO and conductor Hans Graf, January 6, 7, 8, and 11. 


‘ Operas coming to 

_ Boston this season include 

Alceste, The Crucible, 
and La bohéme. 


playing Villa Lobos’s The Jet 
Whistle for flute and cello 
(March 13); and “Ancient 
Spirits — New Voices,” with 
CPE Bach, Betty Olivero 
(with mezzo-soprano Pamela 
Dellal), Schubert (with the 
Harvard Glee Club), and 
Richard Strauss’s gorgeous 
Metamorphosen (April 17). 
For all three shows, call 
(781) 224-1117. I was also 
impressed by David Feltner’s 
Chamber Orchestra of 
Boston, which has two ad- 
venturous programs, includ- 
ing two world premieres, at 
Jordan Hall (February 27 
and April 22); call (617) 
585-1260. 

Oboist Peggy Pearson’s 
Winsor Music offers works 
by Clara Schumann and 
Brahms, and a world pre- 
miere of Three Chorale Pre- 
ludes by John Harbison, John 
Heiss, and Peter Child (Lex- 
ington’s Follen Church, April 
9). Call (781) 863-2861. 

The estimable Boston 
Chamber Music Society 
does Fridays at Jordan Hall 
and Sundays at Sanders The- 
atre. The line-up is Mozart, 
Schuller, and Shostakovich 
(January 7 and 9); Mozart, 
Respighi (with mezzo-sopra- 
no Mary Nessinger), 
Shostakovich, and Schubert’s Trout Quintet 
(February 11 and 13); Ravel, Fuchs, and 
Schumann’s Piano Quintet (March 18 and 
20); and Francgaix, Mendelssohn, and 
Brahms (April 30, at the Benjamin Franklin 
Institute, and May 1 back at Jordan). Call 
(617) 349-0086. 

The Borromeo String Quartet plays a 
marvelous program of Schoenberg and Schu- 
bert at the Gardner Museum (January 23), 

soweewn and will be back for 

Schoenberg and 
_ Dvorak (April 10); 
~ call (617) 278- 

5102. The Lydian 
String Quartet, in 

residence at Bran- 
deis, continues its exploration of chamber 
music from Vienna (January 29 and March 
19), and Lydian violinist Daniel Stepner 
plays a “Bach and Jazz” concert with his 
son, pianist Ben Stepner, and bass Bob 
Nieske (January 15); call (781) 736-3400. 

Besides Alceste, the period-instrument en- 
semble Boston Baroque is also doing an 
evening of celebratory Bach and Vivaldi 
(March 4 and 5) and a Beethoven/Haydn 
program (May 5 and 7), at Jordan Hall; call 
(617) 484-9200. Before its biennial season 
in June, Boston Early Music Festival 
will present Ensemble Caprice from Montre- 
al (First Church, Cambridge, January 15); 
the celebrated Hilliard Ensemble (St. Paul 
Church, Cambridge, March 6); and Tragico- 
media, which includes BEMF co-directors 
Paul O’Dette and Stephen Stubbs (St. Paul, 
March 19); call (617) 661-1812. a 
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@ SUNDAY 2 

“SALUTE TO VIENNA” with Sascha 
Goetzel, Ingrid Mankohof, Thomas Piff- 
ka, the Strauss Symphony of America, 
the Hartford Symphony Orchestra, and 
members of the Hungarian National 
Ballet is at 2:30 p.m. at Symphony 


concerts 


@ THURSDAY 30 





BOSTON POPS CONDUCTED BY | 
KEITH LOCKHART presents a New | 
Year’s Eve preview at 8 p.m. at Sym- | 
phony Hall, 301 Mass. Ave., Boston. | 


Tickets $22-$77; (617) 266-1200 


@ FRIDAY 31 

BOSTON BAROQUE performs Han- 
del’s Concerto Gross Opus 6, No. 7 in 
B-flat, Bach’s Concerto for three violins 
in D, with Daniel Stepner, Danielle 
Maddon, and Christina Day Martinson, 
and Pergolesi’s La serva padrona Fri. at 


8 p.m. and Sat. at 3 p.m. at Sanders 
Theatre, 45 Quincy St., Cambridge. 
Tickets $27-$63; (617) 484-9200. 


| DONG-ILL SHIN gives an organ | 
| recital at 12:15 p.m. at Old South | 


Church, 645 Boylston St., Boston. Dona- | 
tions accepted; (617) 536-0944 ext. | 


376. 
NEW YEAR’S EVE WITH THE 


POPS with music, dancing, and re- | 


freshments begins at 8:30 p.m. with 
the concert at 10:15 p.m. at Sympho- 
ny Hall, 301 Mass. Ave., Boston. Tick- 
ets $75-$165; (617) 266-1200. 


@ SATURDAY 1 
BOSTON BAROQUE. See listing for 
Fri. 


Hall, 301 Mass. Ave., Boston. Tickets 
$38-$78; (617) 266-1200. 


@ WEDNESDAY 5 

BILL MEEHAN AND MARK EN- 
GELHARDT perform works for tuba 
and piano at 12:15 p.m. at Cathedral 
Church of St. Paul, 138 Tremont St., 
Boston. Suggested donation $3; (617) 
482-4826 ext. 1103. 


@ THURSDAY 6 


| AMERICAN CLASSICS presents “Fas- 


cinatin’ Rhythm: The Music of George 
and Ira Gershwin” at 12:15 p.m. at the 
Old South Meeting House, 310 Washing- 
ton St., Boston. Tickets $5, $4 for stu- 
dents, seniors; (617) 482-6439. 


Boston Fitness & Swim Club 
DECEMBER SPECIAL 


coMMiT 10 GET FIT THIS WINTER 


39 Dalton Street, Boston, MA 02199 (617)375-6512 
www.mhcclubs.com 
(Located on the fifth floor of the Sheraton Boston Hotel) 









$ 0 DOWN (REG. $199) 
$ 599/YEAR (REG. $799) 







*PLUS ONE MONTH FREE* 
Add a second person only $399 













LARGEST INDOOR/OUTDOOR POOL WITH RETRACTABLE ROOFTOP 


Customized Personal Training Programs 
/ Aqua Aerobics / Pool Side Dining 
Sauna / Jacuzzi / Open Air Sun Deck / Free Weights 
Flex Equipment / Elliptical Cross Trainers / Life Cycles / Treadmills 
Stairmasters / Rowing Machine / Locker Rooms/All Amenities Included 
Towel Service / Access to All Six MHC Health Clubs 


GET MOTIVATED, STAY MOTIVATED 


Live Music 
at & ASGARD 


Thursday - Saturday, 10 pm-2 am * NO COV 









































FRIDAY 12/31 








until Zam. 
at Midnight. 
















SATURDAY 1/1 Common Stew 
TUESDAY 1/4 Trivia 
WEDNESDAY 1/5 Grooves 
THURSDAY 1/6 Dave Travers 










350 Mass Ave., Cambridge, MA (617) 577-9100 
Located between CENTRAL SQUARE and MIT 
$3.00 Validated Parking in University Park Garage. (Some restrictions apply.) 
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TICKETS 


toEverything! 


Bos fo ai “Ss B es f a OO4 = Boston Phoenix | a % oe Bas tk Fert 
N 1 Downtown © 2pm to Midnight 
1-500 Y-SEATS RHODE ISLAND’S LARGEST © 


CELTICS ¢ RED SOX e PATRIOTS “4 NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY! 
LION KING ¢« YANNI feats hc EN bel Ft I 


Black and White, Greg Abate,Keith Munsiow, Mark Binder, Val Tutson, 


J O 4 H G R O B A N x J I L zx: 'y C O TT blues legend Duke Robillard, Sparky's Puppets, Rory Raven, Ses Carney, | 
Fusionworks Dance Co., Lubdub Circus, Big Nazo Puppets, Mark Carter, 


Dave Howard and the High Rollers, the Pandora Mandolin Ensemble, 


B F N E VE NT O W / MIK E G O RD O N Bright Night Poetry Slam, Bill Harley, Carolyn Martino, Jackie O'Brien, 
The Banished Fools, Matt The Knife, Lon Cerel, and LOTS MORE! 


Over 150 amazing artists! 


HILARY DUFF ¢ BROOKS & DUNN shenatn sabes eins nigh Pes lant 


Tenth Anniversary of WaterFire Something Fun for Everyone! 


WE BUY S SELL TICKETS Complete Schedule and info at www.brightnight.org 


CALL 401-621-6123 FOR TICKETS 


Buy ON-LINE AT ACETICKET. COM Tickets on sale at all BAN«RI & all Ri wae locations. 
1-800-MYSEATS ¢ 617-734-6666 erento ra A ema. 


Whole Foods tickets are discounted {with donation of a 1 


Order by Phone/online - Credit Cards accepted serveee We eee eee 1 Of. Ren 


On 1: Tickets sold {subject to availability} ot Providence Performing Aris Center {PPAC) ecocrarere 


art: Erminio Pingue | design: A wee lh 


Route 9 Brookline - Boston®)« Rt. 1 Saugus ¢ Rt. 9 Framingham FMF error sais cco, vt ovr webuie hp / wor bright or Phésiix caxaee 


Also available on-line at www. ArtTixRi.com or call 401-621-6123 
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GLAMOROUS WORKS OF ART CREATED BY/THE STYLE-SETTERS OF THE ERA 
INCLUDING CHANEL, LALIQUE, AND CARTIER 


AUGUST 22, 2004.— JAMUARY 9: 2005 


MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS. BOSTON 


FOR TICKETS, 617-542-4MFEA OR WWW:MFA- ORG 
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American Apparel 
has arrived in Boston. 


Now Open 


Back Bay 

138 Newbury St. 
Boston, MA 02116 
Phone: (617) 536-4768 


To learn more about our company, 
to shop online, and to find other 
store locations, visit our web site. 


American Apparel” 


Made in Downtown LA 
Sweatshop Free—Brand-Free Clothes 
www.americanapparel.net 


American Apparel is 3,200 people. 


Designers, marketers, engineers, knitters, 
sewers, and administrators all working 
together out of a vertically integrated, 
800,000 sq ft design and manufacturing lab 
in downtown Los Angeles. 


Thirty-five stores worldwide with more 
on the way. 


Forty thousand wholesale clients, 
part of the family. 


One million garments served up each week. 


Taking on the system. 
One T-shirt at a time. 


American Apparel is capitalism — working. 
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@ Sound Bites 
Darkbuster, the Explosion, and the 
Chinese Stars do the clubs in a 
week that includes a whole mess 
of New Year’s Eve events. 


6 Winter Preview: 
Local Pop 


Jonathan Perry looks forward to 
gigs and new releases from the 
Rudds, the Information, the Gen- 
tlemen, December Sound, the 
Dents, and more. 


@ Winter Preview: 
Jazz and World Music 


Jon Garelick finds many, many 
shows on the local jazz and world- 
music calendars, from Jason 
Moran and Wadada Leo Smith to 
Habib Koité and Masters of Persian 
Music. 


oO Local Music 

Chris Rucker gives us the latest 
word on Boston-area bands the Ex- 
plosion, Cave In, Unearth, the Red 
Chord, and the Lot Six; Carly Cari- 
oli reports on Damone’s label- 
jumping, and in “Out,” Will Spitz 
reports on the fate of the BCCA. 


@ Winter Preview: 
Pop Concerts 


Carly Carioli says that after a year 
of weak ticket sales for superstar 
bands, it’s time for indies such as 
the Arcade Fire and Scissor Sisters 
to move up. 


@ winter Preview: : oS r es & 
Blues | ~ F ==* —- 


Ted Drozdowski welcomes back 


Hubert Sumlin and anticipates ' i y o : Bright Eyes hea d nea strong 


good stuff from Solomon Burke, 


Ronnie Earl & Duke Robillard, | y 4 9 seaso n fo r i n d i e-roc K 


and more. 
BY MATT ASHARE, PAGE 5 
Q@ off the Record 


We’ve got CD and DVD reviews of 
Pearl Jam, Queen, Depeche Mode, 
MF Doom, Rock E. Rollins, and 
Peter Gabriel. 


4 q 


LISTINGS page 15 // ONLINE bostonphoenix.com/listings 





h 


¥ 


tty 


onda.co 


if 


." 


FIXED APR DOWN 
For up to 3 years’ PAYMENT 


On any new Honda upon approved credit. 


“WHERE THE FUN BEGINS!” 


GREATER BOSTON 
MOTORSPORTS 


1098 Mass. Ave. Arlington, MA (617) 648-1300 
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Northern State 





If you find yourself out in the provinces 
on the biggest party night of the year, 
you have some options for celebrating 
the halfway point of the naughts. In 
Providence, get your dancing shoes 
ready because local avant-electro- 
dance duo Mahi Mahi will again be 
ringing in the New Year at AS220 (401- 
831-9327) as part of the city's Bright 
Night celebration, a more-appropriate- 
ly-named answer to Boston’s First 
Night, which takes place annually on 
the last night of the year. Opening the 
show will be local “one-man disco” 
San Serac. For all you snow bunnies 
spending the holidays hitting the 
slopes up in Vermont, you can get your 
Long-Island-white-girl-rap fix as 
Northern State appear at the Snow 
Barn at Mount Snow (802-464-4191) 
in West Dover. For those further north 
in the Green Mountain State, the Jazz 
Mandolin Project are at Higher Ground 
(802-654-8888) in South Burlington. 
There’s some good news for Phish 
phans still bumming about the band’s 
break-up: drummer Jon Fishman will 
be play with the Project. Turkey Bouil- 
lon Mafia open, with Chrome Cowboys 
and Grace Potter and the Nocturnals 
in the venue’s Showcase Lounge. It ap- 
pears as though NRBQ, possibly the 
longest-running bar band in history, 
have decided to take a break from 
doing their annual New Year’s Eve 
show at the Iron Horse (413-584-0610) 
in Northampton. Well, that’s not quite 
the case, as Baby Macaroni, a 'Q side 
project featuring Joey and Johnny 
Spampinato, Tom Ardolino, and special 
guests including original lead singer 
Frankie Gadler and the Sun Ra horns, 
are at the Horse to pick up the slack 
this year. Elsewhere in Northampton, 
local roots-rock sextet the Drunk 
Stuntmen are pulling double duty, ap- 
pearing in the afternoon at St. John 
Cantius Church (413-584-1510) as 
part of the town’s First Night party, and 
then at the Calvin Theater (413-584- 
1444) after the ball drops; the Ray 
Mason Band and.the Stone Coyotes 
open the latter. Plus, New York reggae 


heroes John Brown's Bdy do their ~~ &. 


thing at Pearl Street (413-584-7771). ° 
Fresh off their two-night stand at 
Harpers Ferry (617-254-9743) in All- 
ston, which concludes tonight (Decem- 
ber 30), Strangefolk will be doing 
three — yes, three — sets at the State 
Theatre (207-780-8265) in Portland. 
And Max Creek is at Toad’s Place in 
New Haven (203-624-8623). 

— Will Spitz 


0 ty pe a 


Not too stoopid 


FRIDAY: With all the reunions that have 
been going on in the local music scene, it 
was only a matter of time before ’80s, 
90s, and 00s punk bands started cross- 
pollinating on bills like tonight’s blowout 
at the Middle East. Headlining are a band 
who would have screamed “Boston punk!” 
in any decade — those lovable louts 
Darkbuster. They’re joined by the reunited 
This Is Boston Not LA-era band Jerry’s 
Kids (remember, they call it slam 
dancing, not moshing) and the Street 
Dogs, who already are a big-enough deal 
to have a national album coming out in 
2005, and who could probably headline 
their own New Year’s Eve show if they 
wanted to. That’s at the Middle East, 480 
Massachusetts Avenue in Central Square; 


SOUNG BITES 


_Darkbuster 


call 617-864-EAST. 
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The week in music and other audible treats 
EDITED BY CARLY CARIOLI AND JON GARELICK 


@ THURSDAY 30 
HONEYPUMP I. A year ago, Ben Sisto 


was booking guerrilla shows in base- [ 


ments; this year, he’s helped turn a per- 
fectly fine frat bar, Great Scott, into All- 


ston Rock City’s next great hangout. | while, over at Scullers, trumpeter 


And to celebrate, his Honeypump crew 
is hijacking both sides of the New Year 
with a four-night run of events. Tonight, 


Honeypump hosts the first of two | 
events associated with its monthly | 


indie/post-punk dance night “Dynasty”: 
at Great Scott, the Providence avant- 
electro duo Mahi Mahi warm up for 
their own NYE gig (see “Roadtripping,” 
at left) with an Eve of New Year’s Eve 


gig. Memories Forever open. That’s at | 


1222 Commonwealth Avenue; call 
(617) 734-4502. 

JAZZ. The Soul Queen of New Or- 
leans, Irma Thomas, winds up her 
run at the Regattabar of the Charles 
Hotel, 1 Bennett Street in Harvard 
Square; call (617) 395-7757. 


@ FRIDAY 31 


HONEYPUMP II. The “Dynasty” party 


migrates to Jamaica Plain and picks up 
steam on New Year’s Eve, with U.V. 
Protection (see Monday 3) and Yoni 
Gordon and the Goods, at the 
Milky Way Lounge and Lanes, 405 Cen- 
tre Street. Call (617) 524-3740. 

ROCK. It’s the night of a million rock 
shows, so here are a few. At T.T. the 
Bear’s Place (10 Brookline Street in 
Central Square; 617-492-BEAR), it’s 


garage pop with Emergency Music, | 


the Charms, the Violent Nine, and 
DJs from the Pill. Assembly of Dust 
take over the Paradise (967 Common- 
wealth Avenue in Boston; 617-562- 
8814). Baby Strange is upstairs at 
the Middle East with Aloud, the Halo- 
gens, and Violator for an 18-plus 
show (472 Massachusetts ~Avenue in 
€efitral Square; 617°497-EAST). And 
hard-rock fops the Upper Crust re- 
“turn for’ a shaw -at*the Overdraught 
(877 Cambridge Street in East Cam- 
bridge; 617-868-3221). 


JAZZ. Toast of the Nation 2004, NPR's | 
j~ annual live jazz broadcast from venues 


around thé world, will include a seg- 
ment from the David Friend Recital 


Hall at Berklee College of Music (1140 | 


Boylston Street), where Eric Jackson 
will introduce the Donald Harrison 
Quintet. Tickets are $150, and benefit 


jazz programming on WGBH. Showtime 
is 7 p.m.; call (617) 300-3505. Mean- 


Chris Botti plays smooth sounds for 
the New Year. That’s at 400 Soldiers 
Field Road in the DoubleTree Guest 
Suites Hotel; call (617) 562-4111. 

BLUES. With new fancy-pants manage- 


| ment, Nicole Nelson could be the | 


next big blues star to come out of 
Boston (remember Susan Tedeschi?). 





Irma Thomas 


She does the big New Year’s gig at the 
Regattabar, with reliable blues veteran 
pianist David Maxwell and his trio 
opening. That’s in the Charles Hotel, 1 
Bennett Street in Harvard Square; call 
(617) 395-7757. 


@ SATURDAY 1 
RECORDS. Thanks mostly to eBay, the 
used-record business has been going 


virtual for a couple of years now. And | 
| DJs Frankie and Mick spin. That’s at 


the beginning of 2005 brings us our 
first major local casualty: the great 


Davis Square used-record joint Disc Dig- | 
gers, which has weathered dozens upon | 


| M@ SUNDAY 2 


dozens of up- and downswings in the 


music industry, will close its doors De- | 


cember 31. But they’re not having a 
going-out-of-business sale or anything 
like that, because they don’t have to. 
They’re just getting rid of the bricks- 
and-mortar side of the business and 
going online all the way, selling their 
stock at their eBay-affiliated store. But 
they’re still going out with a bash — a 






party, that is, featuring the country 
music sounds of one band who have 
had a long association with Disc Dig 
gers, the Darlings. That’s at Johnny 
D’s, Holland Street in Davis Square; call 
(617) 776-2004. 

PUNK. Philadelphia has a long history 
of handing out beat-downs, and though 
it’s often thought of as an underdog 
city, the city of Balboa, for us it'll al 
ways be a city of bullies: of Frank Rizzo, 
a billy club tucked into his cummer 
bund, and of Wilson Goode, air-bomb 
ing fortified tenements on Osage Av 
enue. These are the vicious spirits 
coughed up by the hard-boiled Philly 
hardcore band the Minor Times. As 
with most of the groups on Level-Plane 
and Robotic Empire, their music sounds 
like a diseased death-metal album being 
electrocuted and dissected by evil scien 
tists. But the Minor Times are explicitly 
after mayhem: their new Making Ene 
mies opens with a song about knocking 
some would-be hero’s teeth down his 
throat, and the last song begins, “This is 


| the note on the brick through your win 


dow.” They’re kicking off a tour with 


| Society’s Finest, All Else Failed, and 
| Things Fall Apart at Evos Arts, 98 Mid 


dle Street in Lowell. It’s a 9 p.m. show 
and admission is $7. Call (978) 441 
9906. 

HONEYPUMP Ill. If you haven't yet 
gone to bed, or have somehow man- 
aged to recuperate already, Ben Sisto’s 
crew heads back to Great Scott for hair 
of the dog, as well as the opening of an 
exhibit of new work by Vermont’s 
Mikael and Austin Kennedy, the 
first in a series of monthly Honeypump- 
curated visual-art shows at the club. 
1222 Commonwealth Avenue} call 
(617) 734-4502. 


HONEYPUMP IV. If you’ve somehow 
got enough energy to show up at Great 
Scott — and aren’t sick to death of see 
ing the same people — New Hamp 
shire’s ferocious Transistor Transis- 
tor will revive your spirits with march- 
ing songs for electric children from their 


| forthcoming double album, Erase All 
Name and Likeness, recently recorded by | 





























Ballou 
release later this year on | 
NYC’s Parts and Labor open 
1222 Commonwealth Avenue 
(617) 734-4502 


Converge’s Kurt ind slated for 
evel-Plane 
That's at 


call 


@ MONDAY 3 

ROCK. There are few women in the 
world who can make the periodic table 
sound like pillow talk, but the sultry 
art-school automatons of U.V. Protec- 
tion manage to do just that on their 
self-released EP, Consumer Material. A 
five-song demo recorded in Jamaica 
Plain’s Makeshift Studio, the art-synth 


rock result sounds as though Bikini Kill 
and the Go-Go’s cloned a musical baby 
using Devo’s sonic sperm. Over the past 
few months, UVP has been nearly ubiq 
uitous around town, bringing their 
elaborate costume changes, electronic 
xylophone loops, and operatic vocals to 
locations including a Somerville loft 
space, a drag-king showcase, an 


Leo 


open 
ing slot for pub-punk icon Ted and, 
uh, a pre-New Year’s Eve bash at Great 
Scott earlier this week. You can catch 
the U.V. squad yet again with local art 
rock trio Piles, indie-math-rockers 
Shore Leave, Bottom of the Hud- 
son, and Fallout Countdown at the 
Middle East upstairs, 472 Massachu 
setts Avenue in Central Square; call 
(617) 864-EAST. 


@ TUESDAY 4 
ROCK. There’s always been a sense 
that Victory at Sea were inspired by the 
angular, emotionally driven music of 
Come, if not openly borrowing an idea 
| or two from the band that Thalia Zedek 
fronted throughout the 90s. And Victo- 
ry at Sea frontwoman Mena. Elliott 
also has a habit of takifig another pagé 
| out of Zedek’s ‘book, ‘by stripping ‘her* 
songs down to their gritty guitar/vocals 
essence to play the occasional solo 
show. She'll bring her powerful voice 
and raw guitar chordings to’ZuZu as an 
opener for the Snow.Leopards. That's 
in the room right between the upstairs 
and downstairs at the Middle East, 474 
Massachusetts Avenue in Central 
Square; call (617) 864-EAST. 
| JAZZ. Our senior jazz critic suffers no 


a 


Continued on page 4 
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Looking ahead 


TUESDAY: It’s been a tough year for the 
Explosion: after waiting what seemed like 
forever for Virgin to release their major-label 
debut, they sat by and watched as Black Tape 
sank like a stone, enduring the lonely death 
that ignored albums suffer every year. Trust us, 
though: things are looking up for the Explosion 
in 2005. So they should be in fine spirits 
tonight when they join fellow travelers Rise 
Against, another band who play by old-school 
rules, for a punk blowout at Axis, 13 Lansdowne 
Street in Boston; call 617-228-6000. 


Continued from page 3 

greater aesthetic crisis of confidence as 
when he’s checked out the Bad Plus, 
pondering those eternal questions: 
real? or jive? So you can bet he'll check 


out at least one of the four nights of 


shows the trio of pianist Ethan Iverson 
(dig those classical chops!), bassist 
Reid Anderson (dig those jazz chops!), 
and drummer David King (is that rock? 
or what?) have booked into the Regat- 
tabar this week, plying covers of “Iron 
Man” and “Smells Like Teen Spirit” as 
arranged for jazz-piano trio, as well as 
their even more interesting original 
tunes. And they will fill the place and 
get the crowd screaming. That’s in the 
Charles Hotel, 1 Bennett Street in Har- 
vard Square; call (617) 395-7757 


*sates 


@ WEDNESDAY 5 

NIGHTLIFE. Previously in residence 
at the Paradise Lounge, where it was 
one of the club’s most lucrative nights, 
“Blackout Bar” is taking its (head 
bangers) ball and moving into Great 
Scott, where it makes its debut tonight 
In addition to DJs spinning the usual 
good old-fashioned punk, hard rock, 
classic metal, and other related cheap 
thrills, it'll feature a set by ubiquitous 
Allston art-punk band the Lot Six. 
Great Scott is at 1222 Commonwealth 
Avenue; call (617) 734-4502. 

POP. Spotting Kay Hanley on a stage 
around Boston used to be as common 
as getting cut off on Storrow Drive, or 
something like that. But now that she 
lives out in LA, we just don’t get to 
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The Explosion 


spend much quality time with her any 
more. But her heart, as well as most of 
her family, is still here in Boston, and 
we bet she’s awfully bummed that she 
left right before the Sox won the big 
one. So she’s back in town this week, 
playing a show at T.T. the Bear’s Place 
that comes in ahead of a new EP called 
Baby Doll, in which everything is still 
there as we recall it from her Letters to 
Cleo days: a big beat, sharp guitars, 
ridiculously hooky pop songwriting, 
and Hanley’s gleaming pipes soaring 
over it all. That’s at 10 Brookline Street 
in Central Square; call (617) 492- 
BEAR. 


@ THURSDAY 6 
BENEFIT. While plans for a world- 


class skate park under the Zakim 
bridge continue to take shape, the city 
is still scratching its head over how to 
pay for it. Only about $600,000 of the 
estimated $2 million cost has been 
raised (from an unusual coalition that 
includes, among many others, the 
Boston Redevelopment Authority and 
the Tony Hawk Foundation). Local 
skate-punks Shanghai Valentine 
and Junction 18 are among the 
bands putting in their two cents (and 
three chords) for the cause at T.T. the 
Bear’s Place, as part of a benefit for the 
park. (To donate or to get more info on 
the project, visit www.charlesrivercon- 
servancy.org.) That’s at 10 Brookline 
Street in Central Square; call (617) 
492-BEAR. 


Lusty galaxy 


THURSDAY 6: ROCK. Providence’s the Chinese 
Stars, a group cobbled together from ex-members 
of Arab on Radar and Six Finger Satellite, cut 
their debut EP, Turbo Mattress (Skin Graft), to 
look just like a Chinese throwing star. It’s a tidy 
metaphor for their sound: a fast-spinning, sharp- 
toothed projectile guaranteed to spatter blood on 
the dance floor. Their debut full-length, A Rare 
Sensation (Three.One.G), is a vortex of shrieking 
death disco, all screeching guitars and 
electronics, skittish high-hat rides, and St. Vitus’ 
dance bass churn, with singer Eric Paul howling 
lustily about insects, chemicals, and 
contraceptives. Their propulsive workouts strike 
the right balance between edgy, ear-bleeding 
noise and the funk with which to shake one’s 
skinny indie ass. The hand-claps are gravy. 
Cambridge’s Night Rally, whose self-released 
four-song EP The Elegant Look of the New — a 
compelling, atmospheric wash of treated guitars, 
wandering bass, and yelps — established them 
as one of the best local finds of 2004, are also on 
the bill, as are synth-punkers Stylex and 
experimental dude Karlheinz. That’s at Great 
Scott, 1222 Commonwelath Avenue in Allston. 
Tickets are $7; call (617) 566-9014. 


future 
> PERFECT 


rc 





Matchbook Romance 


TRYOUTS FOR INXS. In what is threatening to 
become a trend among groups who have lost 
members under grisly circumstances (see 
also: TLC), the ‘80s pop band INXS is turning 
its search for a lead vocalist — original 
singer Michael Hutchence committed suicide 
in 1997 — into an American IdoHtype 
reality-TV series. Locally, an open-call 
audition is being held (for both male and 
female vocalists) at the Middle East in 
Central Square on February 9. Applicants will 
be asked to sing up to three songs, none of 
which, oddly, needs to be INXS songs; an 
affinity for autoerotic asphyxiation probably 
would be frowned upon. Call (617) 864-EAST, 
or visit www.inxsrockstar.com for rules, 
disclaimers, and further information. 


“JOYFUL NOISE.” Chicago’s the Barrett 
Sisters, who've been performing for more 
than a half-century, headline the Cambridge 
Multicultural Arts Center's annual gospel 
tribute to the life and work of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., January 15 at Sanders 
Theater; call (617) 496-2222. 


MATCHBOOK ROMANCE. March 12 at Axis: on 
sale today (December 30) at 10 a.m., call 
(617) 931-2000 

GWAR. January 31 at Avalon; call (617) 931- 
2000 


SOCIAL DISTORTION, BACKYARD BABIES, and 
STREET DOGS, February 22 at Avalon; call 
(617) 931-2000 


THE FUTUREHEADS. February 25 at the 
Paradise; call (617) 562-8800. 


THE FRAMES. March 2 at the Paradise; call 
(617) 562-8800. 


WIDESPREAD PANIC. Apri! 12 at Agganis Arena 
at Boston University: call (617) 931-2000 





























Gimme indie rock 


Bright Eyes, Lou Barlow, and the return of the underground 


BY MATT ASHARE 


still remember back in the mid 90s when 

Archers of Loaf frontman Eric Bachmann 

lamented, “The underground is over- 
crowded.” He was right: we’d gone straight 
from alternative nation to indie-rock heaven, 
which was actually a nightmare when labels 
like Matador started selling off their futures 
to the majors, and everyone and 
his or her cousin had a home- 
made, lo-fi CD you just had to 
hear. A little housecleaning was 
in order — hell, Bachmann even 
euthanized the Archers, presum- 
ably to open up some breathing 
space in the overcrowded under- 
ground. Then again, maybe it 
was just time... 

So here we are, a decade 
later, regularly dealing with 
Duffs and Simpsons who are 
only distantly related to Homer 
and Marge, finding ourselves 
under siege from reality-televi- 
sion shows that continue to 
erode whatever legitimacy 
celebrity still has in the good ol’ 
US, and, sure enough, indie 
rock is making a resurgence. 
Yeah, there are those who will 
say it never really went away. 
And that’s sort of true. But 
when bands like Slint — the 
influential Louisville, Kentucky, 
group who dropped a couple of 
discs in the early ’90s before 
going on to lend members to a 
veritable cottage industry of 
Midwestern indie-rock enter- 
prises — decide it’s time for a 
reunion tour, you can be sure 
they’ve got more than the Pixies 
on their collective mind. I 
wouldn’t want to call it a move- 
ment, or anything as easy to pin 
down as that. But when you 
compare the anemic major-label 
release schedules for January, 
February, and March with the 
plethora of highly anticipated 
indie releases, you gotta figure 
something’s going on. 

Perhaps the most eagerly awaited pair of 
releases due this January belong to one 
rather mercurial man-child from the Midwest 
named Conor Oberst and a project/band he 
calls Bright Eyes. He and his rotating cast 
of backing players have been making a lot of 
noise over the past couple of years, sowing 
the seeds for a mainstream breakthrough of 
some sort with appearances on the Late Show 
with David Letterman, a high-profile gig at the 
2003 MTV2-sponsored Shortlist Awards, and 
a pre-election tour opening for the likes of 
R.E.M. and Bruce Springsteen. Bright Eyes 
still aren’t a household name, but Oberst is 
the definitely the biggest thing to happen to 
indie-rock songwriting since Stephin Merritt 
was anointed a genius for his 69 Love Songs 
(Merge) a couple of years ago. And on Janu- 
ary 25, after a year that’s seen him produce 
the indie-folk band Tilly and the Wall and 
start his own record label (Team Love), as 
well as create a base for himself in NYC, 
Oberst is set to release two very different 
Bright Eyes albums that already have begun 
to cause a stir online, as more and more songs 
become available as downloads. The first of 
the two albums, I’m Wide Awake, It’s Morning 
(Saddle Creek), may be a step up in terms of 
production (and special guests) from his early 
recordings, but it basically sticks to the same 
roots-tinged, singer-songwriter terrain as 


Merritt. 


CONFESSIN’: even if Bright Eyes still 
aren’t a household name, Conor Oberst 
is definitely the biggest thing to happen 
to indie-rock songwriting since Stephin 





Oberst’s past releases: acoustic-guitar-based 
songs with a confessional bent and, in this 


case, guest vocals by Emmylou Harris and My 
Morning Jacket’s Jim James. The second, Dig- 


ital Ash in a Digital Urn (Saddle Creek), is 
more of a departure in the realm of neo-new 
wave, featuring among others Nick Zinner of 
the Yeah Yeah Yeahs. But both albums are lit- 
tered with cameos by FOCs (Friends of 


Conor), including Jesse Harris and Jason Boe- 
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sel of former labelmates Rilo 
Kiley, Matt Maginn of Cursive, 
Maria Taylor of Azure Ray, 
Clark Baechle of the Faint 
(who are rumored to be the 
back-up band he has in mind 
for a tour supporting Digital 
Ash), Jake Bellows of Neva Di- 
nova, and Jimmy Tamborello 
of the Postal Service. Yeah, it’s 
a who’s who of who’s who in 
indie-rock, with a few major 
omissions. But some indie 
artists had their own albums to 
make. 

On January 11, Bobby Wrat- 
ten and his aptly named 
British outfit Trembling 
Blue Stars deliver Seven Au- 
tumn Flowers on Bar/None 


after enduring a rocky relation- WORTH THE WAIT: Ambrosia Parsley and her band Shivaree move from 
Capitol to Rounder/Zoé for Who’s Got Trouble? 


ship with Sub Pop. This is the 
same album that came out in 
Europe last year, but the US 
version has four bonus tracks that were previ- 
ously available only as hard-to-find B-sides. 
Wratten’s introspective songwriting and 
toned-down arrangements are very much in 
keeping with the Bright Eyes aesthetic, so if 
you can’t wait until the 25th, this disc should 
hold you over. Sub Pop may have lost Trem- 
bling Blue Stars, but it’s now got the gently 





introspective Low as part of its roster, and 
January 25 will mark the release of The Great 
Destroyer, the band’s seventh album and one 
that promises to have a more aggressive gui- 
tar sound then their past work. Fountains of 
Wayne fans should by now be aware that one 
of that Grammy-nominated band’s primary 
songwriters, bassist Adam Schlesinger, also 
happens to play in the criminally underappre- 
ciated NYC trio Ivy, who, though they once 
sounded like an American answer 
to the Cardigans, have left the 


tal indie-pop sound, thanks to the 
alluring vocals of French-expatriate 
singer Dominique Durand. They’ve 
already got a CD called In the Clear 
in the can and a deal inked with 
Nettwerk: originally it was set for a 
February 1 release but it’s now 
been pushed back to March. Mean- 
while, the psychedelically inclined 
Mercury Rev are gearing up to 






release their new Secret Migration on the 
mini-major V2 on January 25. 


Like Mercury Rev, there are always plenty 


of artists walking the line between playing 
what most would consider indie rock while 
releasing albums on a major label. Nothing 
wrong with that, as long as nobody loses an 
eye or anything. Ambrosia Parsley (yes, that’s 





lounge behind for a more continen- 





really her name) went that route in 1999 with 
her band Shivaree, signing with Capitol and 
releasing an album of avant-tinged rootsy 
music that had no business being on a major 
label. Predictably, ! Oughta Give You a Shot in 
the Head for Making Me Live in This Dump 
went nowhere, and Parsley had to sit by and 
watch her follow-up get buried in the Capitol 
vaults. Well, she and Shivaree have finally ex- 
tricated themselves from the Capitol deal and 
signed with Rounder’s Zoé label, which re- 
leased an EP last year and is gearing up for 
the release of a long-awaited Shivaree full- 
length on January 11. It’s called Who’s Got 
Trouble? and it’s worth the wait. Another 
avant-leaning band who have been walking 
the indie/major tightrope are. .. And You 
Will Know Us by the Trail of Dead. Ap- 
parently, their first Interscope release did well 
enough that the label has them on the sched- 
ule to release a new CD, Worlds Apart, on 
January 25. And rootsy upstarts Kings of 
Leon are currently scheduled to drop their 
sophomore album, which was 
produced by Ethan Johns of 
Ryan Adams and Counting 
Crows fame, on RCA on Jan- 
uary 31. It’s called A-Ha 
Shake Heartbreak. And, leave 
it to former Sebadoh front- 
man Lou Barlow to take an 
amusing shot at the latest 
(growing old fast) indie-punk 
rage with the title of his first 
solo album for Merge. Yep, 
it’s called Emoh, and it’s due 
on January 25. 

Epitaph’s Anti- label has 
once again pulled off a minor 
coup by licensing the new 
Marianne Faithfull album, 
Before the Poison, for release 
in the US on January 31. 
Now, this isn’t just another 
Marianne Faithfull album: it’s 
a disc on which a former gen- 
eration’s queen of darkness 
collaborates with our genera- 
tion’s queen of darkness 
(namely, Polly Jean Harvey), 
and also gets a little help 
from an Anti- labelmate of 
late, Nick Cave. Actually, Har- 
vey wrote, played on, and 
produced more than half the 
album, so you could cail it a 
collaboration. And it’s hard to 
imagine that not being a very 
good thing for Faithfull. A 
week earlier, on January 25, 
we'll get to hear what it 
sounds like when the notori- 
ously independent Ani 
Difranco teams up with 
singer/songwriter Joe Henry, 
who produced and collabo- 
rated with Difranco on her 
new Knuckle Down on her 
own Righteous Babe label. 

Of course, there are plenty 
of major-label artists gearing 
up to release albums in the 
first quarter of 2005. And 
you'll no doubt be inundated 
with all kinds of promotions 
for each and every one of 
them, as the big labels try to 
figure out how to survive on their ever-shrink- 
ing piece of the infotainment pie. I won’t go 
into details, but you can look forward to new 
music from the Chemical Brothers, 
Kenny Chesney, and Fat Joe on January 
25; Black Eyed Peas, Seal, and Staind on 
February 1; and Beck, 50 Cent, and a solo 
Rob Thomas on February 15. S 
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Hot music for a cold winter 


BY JONATHAN PERRY 








t’s well known that hot amplifiers warm 

cold winter nights, and thankfully a veri- 

table who’s who of local talent will be 
busy keeping us toasty and indoors — 
whether packed into the clubs around town, 
or huddled around the hi-fi inside our well- 
appointed domiciles — during the glacial 
months ahead. Let’s raise a glass by the fire 
and toast what’s on tap, then, shall we? 

Ultimate prom-parking-lot-make-out kings 
the Rudds are putting the finishing touches 
on the follow-up to their homonymous 2003 
power-pop gem, and are aiming for a late- 
March release, most likely again on Boston- 
based Sodapop Records. “So far, we have over 
20 songs recorded for what could be a double 
album,” says singer-guitarist John Powhida, 
the Rudds’ resident Prince-aholic. Powhida re- 
ports via e-mail that the CD, whose working 
title is Get the Femuline Hang On, “leans heav- 
ier on the soul and R&B tendencies of the 
group and will feature new bassist Tony God- 
dess (ex-Papas Fritas). So far, the Figgs’ Mike 
Gent, Bleu, and Paul Kolderie have all donat- 
ed their time, mixing abilities, studios, and 
talents and have asked for nothing in return 
but the wacky good time of working with the 
Rudds.” The lone cover among the plethora of 
originals, Powhida says, will be the Gap 
Band’s “Early in the Morning.” 

The Information, one of the fastest- 
emerging talents around town (they formed 
barely a year ago), are prepping for a late- 
January/early-February release of their 
debut full-length, Mistakes We Knew We 
Were Making (on the Cambridge-based Pri- 
mary Voltage label). An advance listen to 
the disc’s 11 tracks reveals an altogether 
terrific debut that, like the six-piece outfit 
that authored it, shimmers and shimmies 
with an angular, post-punk energy (think: 
Interpol, Hives, Franz Ferdinand, the Rap- 
ture). The synth-dusted beats are big and 
bold, the guitars blast and crackle with 
electricity, and singer Max Fresen keeps 
each track’s essential pop pulse by never 
losing melodic momentum inside the 
maelstrom. Another outfit on the Primary 
Voltage roster, the Cyanide Valentine 
(led by singer Jake Zavracky, late of the 
Boston neo-glam metal kids Quick Fix), 
also are set to release their debut, Let It 
Rot, in late February. We’re pretty sure the 
title doesn’t have anything to do with gar- 
dening author Stu Campbell’s compost 
bible of the same name. 





BUSY MEN: narcotic-minded psych-pop quartet December Sound are set to release an EP downstairs at the Middle East. Rosenberg 


and a follow-up full-length in the new year. 





winter preview: local pop | 











After clinching second place in the 2004 
Rumble and retreating to Woolly Mammoth 
studios with producer David Minehan (ex- 
Neighborhoods) for four months of writing 
and recording, the Dents have set a Febru- 
ary 8 street date for their full-length debut, 
Time for Biting (on Somerville’s Abbey 
Lounge Records). The band’s first single, 
“One More Time” (available for download at 
www.schnockered.com), is a spit-shined 
salvo powered by tight Ramones hooks and 
Runaways bluster. Before 
the disc hits the streets, 
the band will host a two- 
night stand at — yep, you 
guessed it — the Abbey 
Lounge on February 4 
and 5 to celebrate the 
CD’s release. That week- 
end’s guests include Avoid 
One Thing, Pug Uglies, 
Suspect Device’s Jason 
Bennett, Muck and the 
Mires, the Tampoffs, and 
the Coffin Lids (whose 
own Live at the Abbey 
Lounge CD, also out on 
ALR, drops in March). 

Hi-N-Dry, late Mor- 
phine leader Mark Sand- 
man’s recording-studio- 
turned-label and flourish- 
ing artists’ collective, is 
gearing up for a busy 
2005 with a slate of re- 





ULTIMATE PROM: 
the Rudds promise 
more soul in Get 
the Femuline 
Hang On. 


else we’ve done.” He 
says the BRP used 
the studio time won 
by placing third in 
this year’s Rumble to 
“make a live-sound- 
ing, piano-heavy 
rock-and-roll record 
that is a cross be- 
tween the Knack and 
Crazy Horse.” The 
Gentlemen’s new 
one, Brass City Band, 
comes out January 
18 on the band’s 
own Gentlemen’s 
Recording Company 


EMERGING: the Informa- imprint. The band 





LIZ LINDER 


tion will release their takes over the Abbey 
shimmering full-length Lounge for a two- 

debut at around the turn _ night CD-release cel- 
of the month. ebration on January 


21 and 22. 

Looks like singer- 
songwriter Josh Ritter, recently signed to 
V2 Records, will have to keep performing the 
songs from his moody, masterful Starling 
album (originally released in 2003 by Whate- 
ly’s Signature Sounds label). V2 is readying 
the album for a February 22 re-release and 
will package it with a 4 Songs Live EP taken 
from a concert in Dublin, Ireland. For fans 
who already have Starling, the EP will also be 
available on its own, at a discounted price. 
Ritter will start recording his new album in 
March. The narcotic-minded psych-pop 
Boston quartet December Sound are set to 
release an EP this winter and will follow that 
with a full-length, Drink, Drug, Dream, or Die 
(on Boston’s Man With A Gun label), in the 


NOT TOO SHABBY: the Gentlemen cele- new year. The Vinyl Skyway, singer-song- 
brate the release of Brass City Band at writer Michael Hayes’s post-Lemonpeeler 
the Abbey Lounge on January 21 and 22. project, are readying an as-yet-untitled EP for 
a late-winter release, following the band’s 
2004 homonymous full-length debut. 
leases. Among them are: an as-yet-untitled Hot on the heels of finishing an eight- 
March release from garage punks the Down- song EP, How About Never? (just released on 


beat 5; Tabletop People, out in January, atwo- their own Quality Rock Records imprint), 
CD pan-genre set of country, blues, roots pop, Jason Hatfield & the Marmalade have 


and jazzy rock jams by Session Americana, completed a 14-track full-length and are 


a loose-limbed collective comprising Billy scouting prospective labels, hoping to have 

Beard, Dennis Brennan, Billy Conway, and oth- __it out in early 2005. Dear Leader will kick 

ers; and mandolin master Jimmy Ryan’s off a regional tour in support of their recent- 
: 


Gospel Shirt CD, out in early April. Asa Breb- ly released All I Ever Wanted Was Tonight 
ner celebrates the release of his new Hot Air (Lunch) with a two-night stand at T.T. the , 


CD with a three-night stand at the Abbey Bear’s on January 28 and 29, and plan to 
Lounge on February 25, 26, and 27. Also, Dark ~—- wrap up the winter dates with a March 3 
of Days, the new album from the Monique show at the Paradise, which will be record- 
Ortiz-led Bourbon Princess, is scheduled ed for an Instant Live CD. Boston power-pop 
for an early-April release on Hi-N-Dry. combo Auto Interiors will follow up 

The Brett Rosenberg Problem issue their 2001’s No Frill Halo Flight (Warm Design) 
fourth album, Speed Metal from Montreal (on with an as-yet-untitled five-song EP due out 
Somerville’s Q Division Records), on February in February or March. And expect a new sin- 


22, and will celebrate with a February 24show _ gle, “White Lights” (backed with a pair of B- 
sides), from Boston newcomers Passenger, 


claims the album is “more hi-fi than anything to drop March 1. % 
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thoughts 


A busy 2005 for jazz and world music 


BY JON GARELICK 


he Boston jazz scene 
continues topsy- 
turvy. This past fall, 


the Equinox Music Festival 
crashed and burned on 
the eve of its November 
schedule. In fall of 2003, 
the festival had an- 
nounced a series of last- 
minute cancellations (in- 
cluding a vaunted appear- 
ance by the Cecil Taylor 
big band); now it’s de 
clared bankruptcy. Mean- 
while, in an event at 
Scullers back in November 
organized by the local 
chapter of the Jazz Jour- 
nalists Association, an es- 
teemed panel discussed 
the future of live jazz in 
Boston. Scullers booker 
Fred Taylor, Real Deal 
Jazz Club presenter Fen- 
ton Hollander, and Steve 
Bensusan of the New York 
company Blue Note 
(which now books Hollan- 
der’s old haunt, the Regat- 
tabar) all expressed cau- 
tious optimism, while vet- 
eran local jazz singer 
Maggie Scott recalled her 
years working six nights a 
week at various hotels and 
clubs. Scott now makes 
most of her paycheck 
teaching young vocalists 
at Berklee. 

That said, Scullers, the Regattabar, the Real 
Deal, and venerable Inman Square haunt Ryles 
all soldier on. Hollander promises more Real 
Deal bookings, to be announced later in Janu- 
ary, but in the meantime his Water Music 
“Mainstage” events continue off-site. The Her- 
bie Hancock supergroup project Directions 
in Music — with saxophonist Michael Brecker, 
trumpeter Roy Hargrove, bassist Scott Colley 
and drummer Terri Lyne Carrington — come 
to Symphony Hall on February 20. The stupen- 
dous Branford Marsalis Quartet — fol- 
lowing up their ballad album, Eternal (Marsalis 
Music) — come to Sanders Theatre on April 17 
to make up a postponed date from the fall. 
And the Dave Brubeck Quartet play two 
nights, May 21 and 22, at Berklee Performance 
Center and Sanders Theatre, respectively. Call 
(617) 876-7777 for information on all Water 
Music/Mainstage and Real Deal events. 

The nonprofit Boston Creative Music Al- 
liance, directed by Phoenix contributor Ed 
Hazell, returns this spring after a thankfully 
brief hiatus. Its schedule includes the daring 
alto saxophonist/composer/bandleader Tim 
Berne in a trio called Acoustic Hard Cell, 
with pianist Craig Taborn and drummer Tom 
Rainey (March 6); the Dutch sextet All Ears 
with tenor saxophonist Frans Vermeerssen, 
alto Frank Gratkowski, trumpeter Herb 
Robertson, pianists Michiel Braam 
Wilbert de Joode, and drummer Michae 
Vatcher (April 2); and, the coup of the BCMA 
season, the visionary trumpeter and compos- 
er Wadada Leo Smith in a duo with lap- 
top-electronics manipulator Ikue Mori (April 
30). Smith, an influential teacher as well as 


on April 30. 


SHINING LIGHT: Wadada Leo Smith performs at the ICA 


player, hasn’t performed in Boston since 
1988, when he appeared with drummer Ed 
Blackwell. All BCMA shows take place at the 
Institute of Contemporary Art, 955 Boylston 
Street in Boston; for tickets or information, 
call (617) 628-4342. 

The Regattabar (617-395-7757) brings in 
controversial superstars-the-making the Bad 
Plus (January 4-6, and 7); fusionist guitar 
god Allan Holdsworth with a trio (January 
12); peerless mainstream pianist Kenny Bar- 
ron with young vibes terror Stefon Harris 
and a quintet (January 13 and 14); pianist 
and Great American Songbook specialist Bill 
Charlap with a trio (January 20 and 21); 
bluesman John Hammond (January 23); 
guitarist and former Meter Leo Nocentelli 
and fellow New Orleanian Stanton Moore 
of Galactic (January 25); ridiculously charm- 
ing trumpeter, singer, and songwriter Olu 
Dara (January 28 and 29); genre prime 
mover Buckwheat Zydeco (February 3); 
pop hit-maker Sergio Mendes and Brasil 
2005, originally Brasil 66 (February 4 and 5); 
hometown Hammond-B3 hero Bruce Katz 
(February 17); the superb New Orleans Latin- 
jazz band Los Hombres Calientes (Febru- 
ary 18 and 19); local jazz-piano mainstay 
Laszlo Gardony with trumpeter Randy 
Brecker (February 9); a swell Valentine’s Day 
program with the inventive Brazilian-born vo- 
calist Luciana Souza with pianist Edward 
Simon (February 14); latter-day blues 
shouter Shemekia Copeland (February 24 
and 25); adventurous young bandleader 
David Bond (March 2); brilliant Polish trum- 

Continued on page 8 
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Continued from page 7 

peter and long-time ECM recording artist 
Tomasz Stanko with a quartet (March 13); 
explosive young tenor saxophonist Chris 
Potter (April 29 and 30); and superstar vo- 
calist Diane Schuur (May 26-28). 

Che R-bar has also begun a “Latin Beat 
Tuesdays” program, featuring standouts from 
Boston’s thriving Afro-Latin jazz scene: the 
Francisco Mela Quartet (January 18); 
the Sofia Koutsovitis Quintet (January 
25); the Boston Latin Ensemble (Febru- 
ary 1); and the Osmany Paredes Quintet 
(February 15). 

Scullers (617-562-4111) brings in hotshot 
thirtysomething trumpeter Roy Hargrove 
(January 7 and 8); Boston soul singer Wan- 
netta Jackson (January 13); the great 
Memphis team of saxophonist George Cole- 
man and pianist Harold Mabern with 
bassist John Webber and drummer Joe 
Farnsworth (January 14 and 15); young 
Boston pianist Sai Ghose and his trio (Janu- 
ary 18); wonderful pure-toned bebop alto 
saxophonist Frank Morgan (January 20); 
the all-female DIVA jazz orchestra with vo- 
calist Marlena Shaw (January 21 and 22); 
Boston vocal star Dominique Eade and her 
quartet (January 27); Brooklyn salsa-jazz leg- 
end Larry Harlow (January 28 and 29); 
New Orleans great Dr. John (February 2 and 
3); vocalists Carol Sloane and Donna 
Byrne (February 4); terrific former Boston- 
based drummer Matt Wilson (February 9); 
pianist Michael Wolff (February 8); young 
vocal superstar Jane Monheit (February 
10-12); guitar wizard Stanley Jordan 
(February 17); Kendrick Oliver and the 
New Life Jazz Orchestra with special 
guests Cyrus Chestnut and Kevin Ma- 
hogany (February 18 and 19); pianist 
Jason Moran (February 23); young blues 
star Joe Bonamassa (February 24); former 
Supreme Mary Wilson (February 25 and 


oe 


26); 60s folk hero Richie 
Havens (February 27); drum 
giant Roy Haynes (March 4 
and 5); latter-day soul-pop saxo- 
phonist David Sanborn (March 
8 and 9); local Puerto Rican hot- 
shots La Timba Loca (March 
11); slick jazz-vocal group Man- 
hattan Transfer (March 12); 
venerable soul-horn outfit 
Tower of Power (March 
15-18); wonderful Boston-based 
Mexican-American jazz vocalist 
Mili Bermejo (March 24); 
blues giant James Cotton 
(March 25); and Brazilian jazz 
trailblazers Flora Purim and 
Airto (March 26). 

In Inman Square, Ryles (617- 
876-9330) continues to present 
compelling local jazz and world- 
music acts. The coming months 
include the 15-piece Black Sea 
Salsa Band (January 7), vener- 
able Boston world-music band 
Wildest Dreams (January 8); 
the Osmany Peredes Quintet 
(January 12); flutist Hiro Hon- 
shuku’s A-NO-NE Band (Janu- 
ary 14); excellent Brazilian-born 
vocalist and songwriter Teresa 
Inés and her band (January 22); 
long-time Boston-based Brazilian 
guitarist and songwriter Sergio 
Brandao (January 26); John 
Payne’s 14-piece Saxophone 
Choir (February 3); Brazilian vocalist 
Marcele with a band including George 
Garzone and John Lockwood of the 
Fringe (February 17); traditional-minded Ar- 
gentine-transplant dance-and-music cabaret 
act Mass Tango (February 18); and excel- 


lent pianist Nando Michelin with his group, 


featuring Jerry Bergonzi (February 23). 
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KEYED IN: pianist Jason Moran plays Scullers on February 23. 


World Music continues to lead the Boston 
market in importing provocative international 
touring acts. The many Irish and Celtic musi- 
cal events on the winter/spring schedule in- 
clude a tribute to late Irish fiddler Johnny 
Cunningham with Phil Cunningham, 
Seamus Egan, Kevin Burke, Susan 
McKeown, and Aidan Brennan (February 


4, Somerville Theatre); Danu 
(February 11, Somerville The- 
atre); Mary Black (March 5, 
Berklee Performance Center); Li- 
nasa (March 12, Somerville The- 
atre); fiddler Martin Hayes and 
guitarist Dennis Cahill (March 
19, Somerville Theatre); the Scot- 
tish Battlefield Band (March 
26, Berklee); Phil Cunningham 
and Aly Bain (April 16, 
Somerville Theatre); and Altan 
(April 22, Somerville Theatre). 
World Music’s acts from Africa, 
South America, and the rest of the 
known galaxy include the great 
Malian vocalist Habib Koité 
(January 29, Somerville Theatre); 
Masters of Persian Music 
(March 12, Berklee); fantastic 
Senegalese pan-stylistic pop band 
Orchestra Baobab (March 18, 
Somerville Theatre); Mauritanian 
African, Arab, and Berber fusionist 
Malouma and her nine-piece 
Sahel Hawl Blues Band (April 15, 
Somerville Theatre); South 
African choral superstars Lady- 
smith Black Mambazo (April 
23, Sanders Theatre); 76-year-old 
Venezuelan singer/songwriter 
Simon Diaz (April 24; Berklee); 
cross-cultural explorers Libana, 
celebrating their 25th anniversary 
(April 30, Somerville Theatre); 
crazed 10-piece Romanian band 
Taraf de Haidouks (May 13); and the 
terrific Balinese Afro-pop vocalist Angélique 
Kidjo (May 14, Somerville Theatre). For 
World Music and CRASHarts’ dance and the- 
ater events, see Liza Weisstuch’s “Stages” pre- 
view in Arts & Entertainment. You can also 
call World Music at (617) 876-4275 or go to 
www.worldmusic.org. ® 
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Oncoming storms 


Changes in the Explosion; Cave 
In side projects; plus Unearth, 
the Red Chord, and the Lot Six 


hen the Explosion hit Axis this week, 

opening for Rise Against, they'll be with- 
out long-time guitarist Sam Cave — who, not for 
the first time, has quit the band. According to a 
post by bassist Damian Genuardi on the Explo- 
sion’s Web site, “there aren't any hard feelings 
or bad vibes, though.” He added that Cave “let 
us know a while ago that his heart 
just wasn't in it anymore and that 
he'd like to pursue other 
things.” Cave, who was the 
band’s chief songwriter, is 
being replaced on tour by 
Chris Gonzales of the Jersey 
hardcore band Let It Burn. 

Meta! Blade is beginning to 

amass a sizable New England ros- 
ter, with Unearth and Beyond the Embrace, and 
now the label is getting ready to give a big push 
to Massachusetts maximum-assault-metal band 
the Red Chord. Consistently one of Boston’s most 
underrated underground acts, the band begins 
recording an album titled Clients with Mass 
metal godfather Zeuss (Shadows Fall, God For- 
bid, Hatebreed) this month at the producer’s 
Planet Z studio in Hadley. “We're still a grind/ 
hardcore/death-metal band,” reports frontman 
Guy Kozowyk, “but I'd like to think this record is 
a more mature progression of what we were 
doing before.” And with Clients, Kozowyk says, 
he’s attempting “something thematically differ- 
ent”: & series of loosely linked narratives about 





FOR tHe WeeK OF 


DeCeEMBeR 26 
[FROM NEWBURY comics) 


1) JoJo (Da Family/Universal) 
2) Dropkick Murphys, “Tessie” (Hellcat) 
3) Dresden Dolls (8 Foot Records) 
4) Wave of Mutilation: Best of Pixies (4AD) 


5) Dresden Dolls, A /s for Accident — Live 
(Important) 


6) Dear Leader, A// / Ever Wanted 
Was Tonight (Lunch) 


7) The Ducky Boys, Three Chords 
and the Truth (Thorpe) 


8) Dogfight, Standing Still (self-released) 
9) The Pixies, Surfer Rosa (4AD) 


10) Shadows Fall, The War Within 
(Century Media) 






the customers who visit a single store, with a 
“heavy focus on people with mental disorders 
and the idea of these characters’ fall from grace” 
over time. “Essentially, the idea is that there are 
SO many people we encounter in our day-to-day 
lives who are bizarre in some way,” he says. 


“Personally, | can’t help but wonder what they do 
in their spare time, just how they got this far, and 


how they got to be the way they are. Each song 
tells a story about a different experience in their 
life, but my writing style is pretty schizophrenic, 
and in the course of one song the story can be 
told from the point of the character firsthand, an 
outsider, and something inanimate like a vodka 
bottle.” Look for Clients to surface in mid May. 
And in one other bit of Metal Blade news: if you 
happen to be in Canada next week, the afore- 
mentioned Unearth are on tour 


up there, opening for two 
| [f Grammy-nominated bands 
Ro, (Killswitch Engage and Slip- 


knot) while prepping for a re- 
release of their Metal Blade 
RUCKER breakthrough, The Oncoming 

Storm. The disc is set to be is- 
sued March 8 with bonus tracks. 

With Cave In on hiatus until sometime in the 
spring, frontman Stephen Brodsky is working on 
no fewer than three other albums. This month, the 
members of Cave In and Converge are re-conven- 
ing at Kurt Ballou’s God City studios to finish up 
the first recordings by their godly Verge-In super- 
group, an outgrowth of their co-headlining tour 
last fall. They already have five tunes in the can 
“with the proper concoction of foreign 
influences,” Brodsky says, “such as Salem's 
ghostly spirits and dusty vintage heavy-metal bar- 
gain-bin gems.” Brodsky also plays with his old 
roommate (and Eulcid frontman) Mike Law in 
New Idea Society; the band has a long-delayed 


Local music 


album, You Are Awake or Asleep, coming out Jan- 
uary 25 on Magic Bullet (a label that’s also re- 
leased Brodsky’s solo albums and a few great Cave 
In rarities). Though the material is nearly two 
years old, Law plans to tour both solo and with a 
band in the next few months, including some 
dates with Brodsky. And Brodsky has finally begun 
hunkering dawn on a new solo album. “I’ve had 
Kevin Shurtleff from Scissorfight play drums on 
the recordings of three songs,” Brodsky says, “and 
his performances alone have sent a wildfire of ex- 
citement through my veins.” He’s also putting to- 
gether a band “to embellish what Adam [Mc- 
Grath] from Cave In has described as being ‘kind 
of like Syd Barrett creating music for classic eight- 
bit video games.’” A couple of recent Brodsky 
tracks have begun leaking onto the Web recently: 
search for “Kid Defender” on your local P2P net- 
work and you won't be disappointed. As for Cave 
In, Brodsky says the band is only two or three 
songs away from finishing writing its next album. 
In case you haven’t been downloading tracks 
from the Lot Six’s amazing new eight-song Get 
Baked on Youth Kulture from their myspace site, 
the EP is getting a vinyl-only release in 2005 on 
NYC’s Plastic Records (home also to discs by 
Comets on Fire and Major Stars). “We already 
have plans to hit the road as early as February and 
we plan to stay out for most of the year in the US 
and hopefully abroad,” says TL6’s Dave Vicini. 
And while the band isn’t planning another album 
until 2006, he notes that “in typical TL6 fashion, 
I’m sure we will be releasing a bunch of one-off, 
highly collectible, totally pretentious, hard-to-find 
music. And by the way, [to] whoever is bootlegging 
us in Australia, you’re fucking dead!” tJ 


Chris Rucker is the host of New England 
Product, Sundays from 9 to 10 p.m. on WFNX 
101.7 FM. 


Damone jumps ship from 
RCA to Island/Def Jam 


he day that a band are let go from their record 

label is usually a somber one. But Damone, who 
had been negotiating their release from RCA since 
the fall, weren’t exactly shedding tears when they got 
the news earlier this month 
that RCA was finally dropping 
them. Softening the blow con- 
siderably was the fact that at 
the moment the Waltham- 
based bubblegum-punk group 
got word of their release from 
RCA (which issued the band’s 
debut, From the Attic, in 
2003), they were on their way 
to New York City to showcase a 
batch of new songs for Island/ 
Def Jam honcho LA Reid. Later 
that same day, at a midtown 
Manhattan rehearsal space, the 
band ran into former Cars front- 
man Ric Ocasek, who gave Da- 
mone bassist Mike Vazquez an 
encouraging nod before their 
audition. They took this as a good omen — after all, 
they'd recorded an unreleased cover of the Cars’ 
“Just What | Needed” — and after the band ripped 
through five songs for an audience of Island A&R 
folk, Reid was overheard opining that one of Da- 
mone’s new songs, “On Your Speakers,” is a sure-fire 
smash. A few weeks ago, Island/Def Jam made Da- 
mone an offer they couldn't refuse, and the band 
found themselves signing to a new major label less 
than a month after being let go by RCA. 

The deal works out as a major coup for Damone, 
who, like many rock bands on RCA (including fellow 
Bostonians Cave In, also dropped recently), felt 
stranded when Clive Davis returned to head a restruc- 


Damone’s 
Noelle 
LeBlanc 





tured BMG (RCA’s parent company). The label has 
since focused its resources on promoting pop, espe- 
cially its American Idol contestants. Ironically, the 
man Davis replaced at BMG was LA Reid, who had in 
turn replaced Davis at Arista several 
years before. Did the Reid/Davis rivalry 
play a role in Damone’s jumping ship? 
It’s impossible to say, but Damone have 
been quietly negotiating their release 
since September — RCA had respond- 
ed tepidly to the band’s new material, 
but a copy of the Damone demo found 
its way to Reid at Def Jam, and he im- 
mediately expressed interest in signing 
the band if they were able to wriggle 
free from RCA. (Former Damone gui- 
tarist and main songwriter Dave Pino, 
who left the band acrimoniously in 
2003, was not covered under Da- 
mene’s release from RCA: he remains 
under contract to that label in what 
amounts to a kind of legal purgatory.) 

Damone have more than an album’s 
worth of material already in the can, much of it dis- 
playing a debauched glam-metal direction only hint- 
ed at on their debut. Tom Lord-Alge, the heavy- 
weight producer who re-mixed Damone’s home- 
recorded album (originally issued as This Summer 
when the band was still known as Noelle, after lead 
singer Noelle LeBlanc) and turned it into their RCA 
debut, is set to mix the new Damone tracks in 
March, with the group's Island/Def Jam debut to fol- 
low later in the year. You can hear the band preview 
some of the new material at their next gig, February 
11 at the Middle East in Cambridge; call (617) 
864-EAST. 

— Carly Carioli 
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BCCA on the brink 


he hardcore kids, punks, and metal-heads who 

showed up for the December 19 show at the Brook- 
line Community Center for the Arts might've been a littie 
confused when they walked into the building, tucked 
away on Green Street near Coolidge Corner, and saw a 
room of folks doing the samba. But if they followed the 
faint buzz of more-raucous music downstairs, into a 
small maze of hallways, and through a single door, they 
were hit by the familiar wave of heat, b.o., and distorted 

— guitars. The dis- 

parity of the two 
simultaneous 
events highlights 
the significance of 
the BCCA, which 
hosts everything 
from Jewish yoga and Chinese “submission fighting” les- 
sons to Swedish hardcore bands and hip-hop shows. 

Unfortunately, the BCCA’s future is in serious jeop- 
ardy. In order to avoid eviction, the center needs to raise 
$50,000 before January 1 to move forward with the pur- 
chase of its building. (By the time you read this, the cen- 
ter will either have raised the necessary money or be on 
the verge of extinction.) In the weeks leading up to the 
end of 2004, the BCCA — with a lot of help from private 
parties and community members — has been furiously 
raising funds in order to preserve the space. “We've 
raised $15,000 in the past two weeks,” says co-founder 
and artistic director Dan Yonah Marshall. “That’s pretty 
phenomenal . . . |’m very hopeful.” However, the reality 
of the situation — the possibility of hundreds of staff 
members and instructors finding themselves out of work, 
thousands of students looking for new classes, and 
countless artists losing an environment in which they 
can create, perform, and communicate — is never far 
from Marshall’s mind. He calls that prospect “a monu- 
mental disaster.” 

It's also somewhat of a disaster for the local rock 
scene, since all-ages shows at suitable, easily accessible 
venues are all too scare, despite a smattering of events 
at places such as All Asia Café in Central Square; the 
Jackson-Mann Community Center and the ICC Church, 
both in Allston; and the Middle East, with its on-again, 
off-again afternoon matinees. About five months ago, 
Jonah Livingston of local hardcore band As Long As 
We're All Living We're All Dying teamed up with the 
BCCA to try to change that. “I’ve been booking shows 
around Boston for about a year or so, and those that 
book shows are always looking for new venues,” ex- 
plained Livingston. “I work across the street, at the 
Coolidge Corner Theatre, and one day | just walked into 








by Will Spitz 


_the BCCA and asked for information on renting their 
“space. Since day one, they have been nothing but sup- 


portive of me and what I’m trying to do.” Livingston, who 
was recently hired to be the part-time events manager for 
the center, stressed the impact that its fate will have on 
the local rock scene. “If the BCCA stays open, there will 
be tons more shows. They are essentially going to pay 
me to book and manage my shows, as well as run and 
organize many other types of shows and events.” 
Livingston, whom Marshall called a “lifesaver,” organ- 
ized the December 19 show as part of the fundraising ef- 
fort. Rochester’s underground math-metal heroes PsyO- 
pus were scheduled to play, but had to cancel at the last 
minute due to illness. “We put together a set of our met- 
alest songs because we thought we were playing with 
PsyOpus,” lamented Livingston, ALAWALWAD's singer/ 
guitarist. Local punks Disaster Strikes were late additions 
to the show, as were local metal favorites Shallow and 
Flats, who had not played together in 14 months. “| basi- 
cally cornered them and tried to convince them to reunite 
for the show,” Livingston said. “They thought | was kid- 
ding around, but by Sunday morning Josh was making 
phone calls and rallying the troops. They had band prac- 
tice Sunday at four o’clock and drove straight from the 
practice space to the show.” Organizers hope that enough 
people followed suit, and helped contribute to the vital 
but ever-underfunded arts community. If the money has 
been raised to save the center, ALAWALWAD will be play 
their CD release show there on Friday, January 7 w 


Will Spitz can be reached at wspitz@phx.com 
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winter preview: pop concerts | 


Live wires 


Downsizing the concert industry 


BY CARLY CARIOLI 


mouth during the summer of 2004, with 

all but the biggest superstars (Madonna, 
Springsteen) finding that their drawing power 
isn’t quite what it used to be. The blow wasn’t 
felt as hard in New England, where Mansfield’s 
Tweeter Center was one of the top-grossing 
sheds in the country, and where Madonna sold 
out four nights at the Worcester Centrum. But 
as of press time, there were no concerts sched- 
uled for early 2005 at the Centrum, and only 
one — the Motley Criie reunion on March 5 — 
scheduled for the FleetCenter. (Hilary Duff, one 
of the few teen-pop stars with enough clout to 


T he concert industry took a punch in the 


ter (or they may just be waiting for the 
Christmas rush to pass before they’re an- 
nounced — you never know), but in the post- 
Pixies-reunion era, “blockbuster” is a relative 
term. Just ask the kids at the Slint reunion. 

While a bunch of late-winter and spring 
tours are still being firmed up (for instance, 
though we don’t yet know exactly where or 
when, you can expect to see reunions of Era- 
sure and Gang of Four, and gigs by the Mars 
Volta, Fantomas, the Killers, Handsome Boy 
Modeling School, Taking Back Sunday, Jimmy 
Eat World, and Queens of the Stone Age), 
there’s already plenty on the way. What fol- 
lows is a quick month-by-month rundown of 
some of the better — if not bigger — concerts 
of the first quarter. 


UPWARD MOBILITY: the Arcade Fire jump from a late-2004 T.T. the Bear’s show to the 


Roxy on February 3. 


sell out an arena tour, has two currently an- 
nounced dates in New England, but none in 
Massachusetts.) And with the economy unlikely 
to turn around anytime soon, the future may lie 
in midsize — maybe we should call them 
downsized — arenas such as the Tsongas in 
Lowell and the newly opened Agganis Arena at 
Boston University. 

Is this a sign that people aren’t going to 
concerts, or that they’re going to different 
concerts? Although stadium stars have trou- 
ble selling out their venues, on the other side 
of the coin under-the-radar rock bands seem 
to be jumping from tiny clubs to large ball- 
rooms more quickly than ever. Canadian 
indie-rock group the Arcade Fire and campy 
NYC-via-London disco-pop outfit Scissor Sis 
ters both had sold-out debuts at T.T. the 
Bear’s Place late in 2004; when they return in 
early 2005, they'll be playing the Roxy and 
Avalon, respectively with, in each instance, 
a nearly tenfold increase in capacity. Block- 
buster tours may be on hold for the first quar 


January 
January belongs to Conor Oberst. He already 
had one of those seismic record-industry 
events when the singles from each of the new 
Bright Eyes albums debuted at #1 and #2 
on the Billboard sales chart — a possible har- 
binger of what will happen when I’m Wide 
Awake, It’s Morning and Digital Ash in a Digi- 
tal Urn (both Saddle Creek) drop on January 
25. The night before, he’ll bring a band to 
Sanders Theater to focus on the folkier of the 
two, I’m Wide Awake. (His tour to promote 
Digital Ash, with the Faint as his backing 
band, is also expected to stop in Boston, in 
the spring.) Get tickets soon, and show up 
early for Parisian blues sister-act CocoRosie 
and tap-dancing Tilly and the Wall, who 
make the best eMotown indie pop since Sat 
urday Looks Good to M 

Already familiar to the Warped Tour kids, 
the world’s best punk-rock cover band ever, 
Me First and the Gimme Gimmes, hit 
Axis in Boston on January 8. Featuring NOFX’s 
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Fat Mike, Spike from Swingin’ Utters, Lagwag- 
on’s Joey Cape and Dave Raun, and Minor 
Threat/Bad Religion guitarist Brian Baker, they 
can play just about anything schlocky that’s 


been written in the past 40 years: from Neil Di- 


amond, Barry Manilow, and Billy Joel to Seal 
and Whitney Houston. Dropkick Murphys, 
Kay Hanley, and Peter Gammons rub 
shoulders with curse-breaking Red Sox GM 
Theo Epstein and other of your world-cham- 
pion team at the annual “Hot Stove, Cool 
Music” benefit at the Paradise in Boston on 
January 9; it’s already sold out. Things could 
be worse for Gavin DeGraw: he could have 
been scheduled to play a Bruins game. Instead, 
he’s just stuck with the lowly Celtics, perform- 
ing after their contest with Atlanta at the Fleet- 
Center on January 14. And anyway, that night 
you're better off going to see Scissor Sisters 
at Avalon, or former Hiisker Dii/Sugar front- 
man Bob Mould at the Paradise. Classic-rock- 
ing Swedes the Soundtrack of Our Lives 
kick off a brief American tour previewing their 
new Origin (Warner Bros.) at the Middle East 
in Cambridge on January 15. Two of Canada’s 
finest mega-rock outfits come south in Janu- 
ary: Danko Jones has an album coming on 
Razor & Tie, and hits the Middle East on Janu- 
ary 17, while T.T. the Bear’s Place hosts the for- 
midable Canadian bass-and-drums duo Death 
from Above 1979 on January 26. The 
Jimmy Chamberlain Complex features 
the former Smashing Pumpkins/Zwan drum- 
mer attempting a Grohl-like solo turn; he’s at 
the Paradise in Boston on January 18. Mo- 
town-soul revivalists the Detroit Cobras take 
the unorthodox (for them) step of including an 
original tune, “Hot Dog,” among the vintage 
hot-buttered covers on their new Baby (Rough 
Trade); ask for it by name when they hit T.T. 
the Bear’s Place in Cambridge on January 21. 
A pair of Nashville’s most commercially savvy 
new traditionalists, Brad Paisley and Sara 
Evans, hit Tsongas Arena on January 22. Post- 
grad indie-prog fave Colin Meloy, frontman 
for the Decemberists, plays a rare solo gig at 
T.f’s on January 23. 

What with her Go-Go’s cover, her tween- 
cinema empire, her bitchin’ feud with Lindsay 
Lohan, and her just-short-of-subversive mall 
punk (see “Haters,” the best teen-pop evoca- 
tion of Fugazi’s “Waiting Room” since No 
Doubt’s “Waiting Room”), Hilary Duff is this 
close to overexposure. Having landed a pair of 
albums on the Billboard charts at #1 (Meta- 
morphosis) and #2 (Hilary Duff) in 2004, she 
plays the Verizon Wireless Arena in New 
Hampshire on January 27. And former Re- 
placement Tommy Stinson stil] hasn’t been 
called back to finish Guns N’ Roses’ Chinese 
Democracy, so he’ll do another leg of a solo 
tour that hits the Middle East on January 30. 


February 

The Arcade Fire’s maddening and melan- 
choly orch-pop debut Funeral (Merge) has al- 
ready inspired its own cult of frenzied sing- 
along kids; on February 3 we'll find out if the 
following (or rumors of the following) is 
enough to fill the Roxy. Filling in until Chris 
Martin can tear himself away from Gwyneth 
long enough to make another Coldplay 
album, Brit piano-pop sensations Keane hit 
the Orpheum on February 5. Low try once 
again to convince everyone they can write 
songs that aren’t interminably slow with a 
heavier album, The Great Destroyer (Sub Pop), 
and a tour with Pedro the Lion that hits, or 
at least gently taps, the Somerville Theatre on 
the same night (February 5). The oddball 
Swedish indie-pop singer-songwriter Jens 
Lekman comes to P.A.’s Lounge on February 
11, on the same night that everyone from 
Creed who isn’t Scott Stapp convenes again as 
Alterbridge at Avalon. If he actually makes 
the date, Chingy might just prove he’s more 
than the poor man’s Nelly at the Palladium in 
Worcester on February 13. On February 22 
Social Distortion make their second visit 
to Avalon in support of their underrated Sex, 
Love, and Rock ’n’ Roll (Time Bomb) — but 
this time they’re bringing unsung Swedes the 
Backyard Babies, whose Total 13 (Scooch 
Pooch) rates alongside the Hellacopters’ Payin 
the Dues and Turbonegro’s Apocalypse Dudes 
as one of the five best punk-rock-and-roll al- 





bums of the 90s. The month closes out with 
some interactive-sports tours: on February 27, 
the annual Sno-Core tour brings nu-metal 
holdovers Chevelle to the Palladium in 
Worcester with Helmet, Crossfade, and the 
Future Leaders of America; on the fol- 
lowing night, Kevin Lyman’s new “winter 
Warped” outing, the Taste of Chaos tour, 
brings the Used and Massachusetts’s Gram- 
my-nominated Killswitch Engage to 
Tsongas Arena in Lowell with My Chemical 
Romance, Senses Fail, and Underoath. 


March 
Oh, big deal, Ashlee Simpson can’t sing: if 
you had watched her reality show, you’d have 
heard her A&R rep say so to her face on na- 
tional television months before her interpre- 
tive-dance episode on SNL. What we can’t 
figure out is what happened to “Sorry,” the 
bonus track that apparently didn’t make the US 
edition of her album: it’s sort of her “All Apolo- 
gies,” and, like Kelly Osbourne’s “Come Dig Me 
Out,” it’s one of teen pop’s few great parental- 
guilt-trip songs, and also has the most longing 
melody of anything on her Autobiography. 
Count us among the folks hoping Ashlee 
makes the malfunctioning backing track part 
of her spring tour (hey, Fischerspooner did it), 
which hits the Orpheum on March 18. 
Ireland’s the Frames, now signed to Epi- 
taph’s Anti- imprint, are at the Paradise on 
March 5, and they won't be the only Irish eyes 
smiling this month: Dropkick Murphys have 
already sold out their five-show, four-day run at 
Avalon, March 17 through 20. The M6tley 
Criie reunion arrives at the FleetCenter on 
March 5, marking perhaps the most socially ir- 
responsible event of the spring. If that makes 
you feel icky, you’re in luck: the most socially 
responsible jaunt of the spring, the Take Ac- 
tion Tour (an emo tour that benefits a teen- 
suicide hotline: talk about hope to the hope- 
less) brings Sugarcult, Hawthorne 
Heights, Anberlin, Head Automatica, and 
Hopesfall to the Roxy. The masks are kinda 
cheesy, but Slipknot's thrash is the only main- 
stream metal this side of System of a Down that 
doesn’t make us roll our eyes. Their tour with 
underground heroes Lamb of God and 
Shadows Fall hits Tsongas Arena on March 
15 (tickets go on sale January 15). Neo-soul 
queen Jill Scott hits the Orpheum on March 
13. Xiu Xiu’s homoerotic avant-folktronica 
often feels more like art spectacle than pop; 
still, it’ll be more than a bit odd to see them 
performing at the Museum of Fine Arts’ Remis 
Auditorium on March 20. That is, assuming any 
of their fans aren’t already committed to seeing 
Slint, the quintessential Louisville, Kentucky, 
indie-rock outfit, who’ve reunited for a brief 
world tour that stops at the Roxy on March 20. 
Emo goofballs New Found Glory hit the Pal- 
ladium in Worcester on.March 25. 


April 

It’s not an April Fools’ joke: Duran Duran 
really are playing Boston University on April 
1, their first gig in town since an under- 
whelming MixFest appearance in late 2003. 
They’ll christen BU’s new state-of-the-art 
hockey rink, Agganis Arena; then the jam- 
band kids will have the run of Agganis for 
the Widespread Panic gig on April 12. 
Bluegrass legend Ricky Skaggs is booked 
into the Tremont Temple, of all places, on 
April 9. The warped psych-folk duo Animal 
Collective are at the Middle East on April 
17; they’re nothing like the time-warped 
psychedelic-era folk trio Peter, Paul and 
Mary, who’re being brought out of the PBS- 
pledge-drive freezer to play Lowell Memorial 
Auditorium the same night. In an event 
that’s become the linchpin in Massachu- 
setts’s rise to metal greatness, the seventh 
annual New England Metal and Hard- 
core Festival expands to three nights at 
the Palladium in Worcester, April 22-24; 
among the acts already confirmed are Cryp- 
topsy, King Diamond, Nightwish, 
Sonata Arctica, Behemoth, Nile, and 
the Black Dahlia Murder. And if that 
doesn’t leave you lifeless, the husband-and- 
wife electro duo from Detroit, Adult., drain 
dance music of any trace of humanity at the 
Middle East on April 30. & 
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BY TED DROZDOWSKI 


ne of 2005’s coolest blues albums 
0 should have been out four years ago, 

but the producers of Hubert Sumlin’s 
terrific About Them Shoes were lax when they 
neglected to ask guests Eric Clapton and 
Keith Richards to ink contracts authorizing 
the use of their tracks. As soon as both leg- 
ends finally signed off — following the last 
Rolling Stones tour and Clapton’s summer ex- 
cursion — Sumlin’s manager called Rosy 
Rosenblatt, president of locally based Tone- 
Cool Records, and began the next chapter in 
Sumlin’s recent artistic rebirth. 

The new millennium hasn’t been easy on 
Sumlin. The guitarist suffered a heart attack 
in August and lost a lung to cancer in 2002. 
Yet after nearly 20 years of listless perform- 
ances and struggles with booze, he became 
the now-73-year-old Energizer bunny of the 
blues, reclaiming the fire he sprayed all over 
Howlin’ Wolf’s ’60s sides for Chess Records. 

It was Sumlin’s then-unheard-of mix of slip- 
pery riffs, zinging sliding notes, key-hopping 
solos, shivery vibrato, and mad string-bend- 
ing that helped Wolf classics such as “Killing 
Floor,” “Shake for Me,” “Wang Dang Doodle,” 
“Built for Comfort,” and “Going Down Slow” 
sing with strange beauty. Nonetheless, About 
Them Shoes, which hits store on January 25, 
is a tribute to one of Sumlin’s shorter-term 
employers, Muddy Waters. Besides Clapton 
and Richards, Sumlin is joined on the disc by 
fellow Waters sidemen James Cotton on har- 
monica and Paul Oscher and Bob Margolin on 
guitars, with the Band’s Levon Helm kicking 
in some drumming. 

Sumlin confides that Clapton’s his favorite 
guitarist on the album. . . besides Hubert 
Sumlin. “Once I found my tone, it was my 
soul and the way that Wolf sang that helped 
me find the way I play,” he says. “In my book, 
my sound is more soulful than anybody’s.” 

Come March 8, local blues-guitar heroes 
Ronnie Earl and Duke Robillard will give 
Sumlin some competition with their long- 
awaited collaboration, The Duke Meets the 
Earl (Stony Plain). For Earl, who has delved 
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winter preview: blues 


Fire and 
brimstone 


Hubert Sumlin, Solomon Burke, Ronnie Earl & 
Duke Robillard, and a whole lot more 





ENERGIZED: a heart attack and one lung later, Hubert Sum- Mahal, and Tracy Nelson 











into jazz and gospel, and for Robillard, who 
has spent years exercising his estimable jazz 
and R&B chops, this is a return to stone blues. 
For any fan who’s heard both men jam on 
stage, especially on the old Walter Price tune 
“My Tears” — which clocks in as a 16-minute 
epic here — it’s six-string nirvana. 

A week earlier, on March 1, Solomon 
Burke’s much-anticipated follow-up to his 
2002 Grammy-winning comeback Don’t Give 
Up on Me (Fat Possum/Epitaph) arrives. Pro- 
duced by Don Was, it’s called Make Do with 
What You Got. Like Don’t Give Up on Me it 
draws on a bank of great songwriters, but 
with a more historic bent. The 64-year-old 
vocal giant applies his soulful delivery to 
Hank Williams’s “Wealth Won't Save Your 
Soul,” the Stones’ “I Got the Blues,” and Van 
Morrison’s “At the Crossroads,” along with 
Robbie Robertson’s “It Makes No Difference,” 
Dylan’s “What Good Am I?,” and the Dr. John 
title track. 

The group that Robillard started in the late 
1960s, Rhode Island—based little big band 
Roomful of Blues, releases Standing Room 
Only (Alligator) on January 11. It’s a return 
to their original swinging jump-blues form. 
They'll celebrate by continuing their perpetu- 
al tour, including dates at the Greenwich 
Odeum theater in East Greenwich, Rhode Is- 
land, on January 22, with an in-store appear- 
ance at Borders in Providence the same day, 
and a show at Union Blues in Worcester on 
February 11. Also on January 11, Chicago- 
based Alligator Records will release a collec- 
tion by harp master Charlie Musselwhite, 
In My Time, as well as former Siegel-Schwall 
Blues Band co-leader Corky Siegel’s Travel- 
ing Chamber Blues Show. 

In February, Rory Block revisits her origi- 
nal country-blues style with From the Dust, on 
the Telarc label, which will also have new al- 
bums by Louisiana singer-guitarist Tab 
Benoit in March and former Nighthawks 
string-bender Jimmy Thackery in April. 
Down in Mississippi, Fat Possum is putting the 
finishing touches on juke singer-guitarist Lit- 
tle Freddie King’s February or March re- 
lease. A few dozen miles up the road, in Mem- 
phis, Alvin Youngblood Hart is polishing 
off a blazing guitar album 
for Tone-Cool; to the west, 
in Austin and Los Angeles, 
Kim Wilson’s Fabulous 
Thunderbirds are work- 
ing on their debut for the 
same label, which also has 
a disc by guitarist-singer 
Sean Costello in the 
wings. 

Later in the year, new 
albums will be coming 
from singer Shemekia 
Copeland, West Coast 
jump outfit Little Char- 
lie and the Nightcats, 
and former Bluesbreakers 
guitarist Coco Montoya. 
Plus, Maria Muldaur is 
following up her critically 
heralded acoustic Delta- 
style Richland Woman 
Blues (Stony Plain) with a 
sequel featuring guests 
Alvin Youngblood Hart, Taj 
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for April or May release. 
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pop 


kkk Pearl Jam, 
REARVIEWMIRROR: GREAT- 
EST HITS 1991-2003 (Epic). 
Rearviewmirror, which gathers 
Pearl Jam’s greatest hits from 1991 
to 2003, has been overshadowed 
by the new Nirvana box set. And 
rightly so, since it doesn’t offer any 
fresh revelations about the emer 
gence of Seattle’s other great 
grunge band in the early 90s. But 
wmirror reminds us what a 
owerhouse Pearl Jam were when 


rvi 
VLE 


they first hit the airwaves, and how 
they managed to remain a vital 
arena-rock band with everyman 
appeal and an unflagging integrity 
that went a long way toward keep 
becoming a total 
33-track collec 


ing grunge from 
joke. The two-disc, 
tion highlights the band’s knack for 
updating ’70s rock bombast with 
just a touch of punk urgency and 
deft, almost jazzy nuances 
too often overlooked 
It also cements Eddie Vedder’s 
legacy as a frontman with an im 
mediately recognizable, emotive 
voice that, at its best, conveys 
both sorrow and joy. The “Upside” 
disc compiles Pearl Jam’s harder 
radio hits, including subtle remix 
es of “Once” and “Alive” by the 
band’s long-time producer, Bren- 
dan O’Brien — these are the songs 
with the heavy riffs and even 
heavier emotions that inspired the 
likes of Creed and Nickelback, and 
that’s not Pearl Jam’s fault. The 
‘Downside” disc offers more-intro 
spective material, from the famil 
iar (“Daughter” and “Betterman”) 
to deeper cuts such as “Nothing as 
It Seems,” which reveals the more 
delicate side of Vedder’s voice. 
— Sarah Tomlinson 


x*x*x* Queen, GREATEST 
HITS (Hollywood). This is the 
album most of the world has 
known and loved as Queen’s Great 
est Hits for more than two decades 
But it’s only just now being re 
leased in the US as a single CD, to 
coincide with the stateside pre 
miere of the rock hall-of-famers’ 
hit musical We Will Rock You. 
There’s one big difference between 
this disc and the previous two 
American versions with the same 
title: it includes nothing released 
after the band’s kitschy theme 
from the 1980 movie Flash Gordon. 
That means no “Body Language” 
or “Under Pressure,” but “Bohemi 
an Rhapsody” makes a triumphant 
return after being excised from the 
1992 version. That best-selling ar 
tifact of the Wayne’s World era re 
mains in print, but this is the one 
to get. All the smashes from the 
group’s late-1970s heyday are 
here, from the disco (“Another One 
Bites the Dust”) to the arena (“We 
Will Rock You”). Sure, fans of 
Queen’s heavier side would rather 
hear the bombastic “Tie Your 
Mother Down” than the fey “Good 
Old-Fashioned Lover Boy.” But on 
such tracks as their first US hit, 
“Killer Queen,” the old-world flam 
boyance of Freddie Mercury’s 
voice and Brian May’s guitar show 
why they are one of the most 
beloved rock bands of all time. 

— Sean Richardson 


*x*x*x Depeche Mode, REMIX- 
ES 81-04 (Mute/Reprise). Lis 
tening to the 24-year output of De 
peche Mode brings two words to 
mind: “dated” and 
Their industrial-informed and 
melody-flecked hooky synth-pop 


predate d 





STILL HERE: the greatest-hits collection rearviewmirror reminds us why Pearl Jam 
were so important — and why they still are. 


has always been grounded in 
evolving technologies, which often 
made them ground zero for the 
substantial breadth of producers 
who would follow. And now, the 
evolution of the trio’s sound and 
influence has been fairly well 
charted on a trio of re-mix CDs. In 
1998, two re-mix collections were 
promo’d internationally in coordi 
nation with The Singles 81-85 and 
The Singles 86-98 anthologies. 
Now those remixes have been col 
lected and made available domesti- 
cally in single, double, and “limited 
edition” triple-CD configurations. 
Across 37 tracks, formats from 
simple extended edits to complete 
reinterpretation are showcased in 
the hands of progressive, trip-hop, 
drum ’n’ bass, and techno produc- 
ers, including Daniel Miller, Air, 
Underworld, Flood, Dave Clarke, 
Portishead, Timo Mass, Danny 
Tenaglia, Speedy J, Jack Dangers, 
and Ulrich Schnauss, to name but 
a few. The most compelling set 
pieces assume two forms: they ei- 
ther exaggerate Depeche Mode’s 
intrinsic shuddering, subtly sadis- 
tic characteristics (the concussive, 
contorted “Master and Servant” 
and convex dub of “Are People 
People?” by Adrian Sherwood, 
and the bolstered, blurting kicks 
on “Policy of Truth” and “Personal 
Jesus” by Francois Kervorkian), or 
they subvert and submerge said 
melodrama (the blunted bob of 
“Useless” by Kruder and Dorfmeis- 
ter or the driving weave of 
“Painkiller” by DJ Shadow). Sur- 
veying Depeche Mode’s two-plus 
decades, the three-CD collection 
stretches the band’s legacy a little 
thin. However, the two-CD set acts 
as a randomly ordered primer on 
both the band’s stylistic range and 
the talents of the re-mixers. 
— Tony Ware 


*&& TIMEWELLSPENT (Para- 
sol). The debut from duo Casey 
Fundaro and Christopher Moll as 
timewellspent occupies its own lit 
tle corner of the pop universe — a 
place that seems both familiar and 
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foreign. Fundaro’s whispery voice 
echoes Zombie Colin Blunstone’s, 
and the willowy production — 
with its way-down-tempo rhythms 
and loping steel guitars — conjures 
Meddle-era Floyd, but overall this 
collection of curios is like nothing 
you think you may have heard. An 
air of wistful regret hovers over 
these tunes like tule fog, no more 
so than on the yearning “I Know 
You,” in which the singer pines for 
an estranged lover against a 
melody that recalls “Strawberry 
Fields Forever” played at half 
speed. On “Anyone to Be,” love’s 
object is unattainable altogether: 
“Glimpsing at a narrow space/Lost 
inside your somber face/Knowing 
there’s no room/For anyone/Any- 
one to be.” Occasionally, things get 
a bit precious — the Bacharachian 
“Probably” is as twee as an artfully 
sewn doily — and the lyrics some- 
times lapse into cliché (let’s finally 


banish “building castles in the 
sand” from the lexicon). But these 
minor quibbles should not take 
away from what is essentially a 
bleakly gorgeous, delicately doomy 
account of the rigors of love. 

— Eliot Wilder 





hip-hop 


x*x* MF Doom, MM... 
FOOD? (Rhymesayers). A for- 
mer prodigy turned long-time 
profligate turned prolific shape- 
shifter (this is his third album and 
label of 2004, but the only one 
filed under his “real” alias), MF 
Doom is the underground rapper 
of the year on biographic detail 
alone. Luckily, his way with artistic 
detail befits a hip-hop anti-super- 
hero even more dazzlingly, with in- 
cessant and unpredictable rhymes, 


stretched metaphors — all the 
glossolalia that rap aesthetes love 
to gobble. Yet it also proves very 
easy to digest. Most of Doom’s self- 
produced tracks bob along on 
sleek, mid-tempo beats; his con- 
cepts are humane; and his flow is 
warm, plebian, and unhurried, like 
a cross between Ghostface and Biz 
Markie. If anything, this second 
solo joint actually goes down a tad 
light, fluffed up by too many bland 
backing tracks and instrumentals 
with spoken-word samples. But if 
Doom’s Madvillain collaboration 
this spring with kitchen-sink cut- 
master Madlib was more spicy and 
satisfying, when it’s on 
MM .. Food? can still speak for it- 
self. To wit: “Today on Intense 
Wreck Week we have the super vil- 
lain in his own defense to speak/ 
It's all part of my mental tech- 
niques, available to freaks, and 
pencil-necked geeks.” 

— Franklin Soults 


local 
*x*x* Rock E. Rollins, THE 
POST-MODERN ADVEN- 
TURES OF 21ST CENTURY 
ROCK ’N ’ROLL BOY (Sweet- 
bread). You can’t really blame 
Sal Baglio for making his solo 
debut under a pseudonym, since 
local rock history hasn’t been too 
kind to his long-time band, the 
Stompers. Their old-wave, 
Springsteen-influenced sound 
kept them decidedly unfashion- 
able for a good two decades, even 
with a pair of solid singles, “Never 
Tell an Angel” and “One Heart for 
Sale,” to their credit. But the 
shocker is that Baglio has discov- 
ered power pop and glitter rock 
after all these years, and this disc 
is a purely fun gesture. 

Joined by a couple of other 
local veterans (ex-Pastiche bassist 
Brad Hallen and drummer/pro- 
ducer Ducky Carlisle), he keeps 
things stripped-down and guitar- 
centered, with no Bruce-isms 
whatsoever. The singer/guitarist 
sounds a good deal younger than 
he is, and Carlisle’s live-sounding 
production is so retro that it’s posi- 
tively up-to-date. Baglio also 
sounds newly jaded by the music 
business, which doesn’t hurt his 
writing a bit: if he were still aiming 


for hits, the Mott the Hoople-ish 
title song would be more sympa- 
thetic to its main character (and 
wouldn't include the F-word in the 
chorus). Likewise, the opening 
“Big Noise” rails lyrically against 
the disposable nature of pop 
music, even while the song’s big 
hook celebrates it. And “Let’s Rock 
’n’ Roll” proves that rehashing a 
million other rock anthems can be 
a blast. Baglio throws a slight mon- 
key wrench into the album’s snot- 
ty-fun mood with a pair of epic 
ballads, but there he’s saved by the 
tunesmith’s instincts he’s been car 
rying around all these years. 

— Brett Milano 





dvds 


**x* Peter Gabriel, PLAY: 
THE VIDEOS (Warner Music 
Vision). A collection of some- 
body’s old videos — who cares? 
Well, if that somebody has done 
as much to revolutionize the 
medium as Peter Gabriel, you 
should. Few artists have so consis- 
tently wedded their music to such 
rich visuals, most of which defy 
easy interpretation. The promo 
clip for “Shock the Monkey,” with 
its freaky tribal face paint and trio 
of malicious dwarves, burned it- 
self into this writer’s brain back in 
1982; more than two decades 
later, it’s lost none of its charge. 
Of course, the most famous selec- 
tion here is 1986’s phantas- 
magoric “Sledgehammer,” made 
in collaboration with Aardman 
Animations (the folks responsible 
for Wallace and Gromit). But 
there’s a lot more to Play, includ- 
ing the time-lapse-garden creepi- 
ness of “Digging in the Dirt,” the 
evocative chiaroscuro studies of 
“Red Rain,” and Gabriel’s very 
first video, 1977’s “Modern Love,” 
in which he wildly gesticulates on 
an escalator while wearing a 
modified fencing outfit. More-re- 
cent clips reveal this art-rock 
icon’s transformation into a chub- 
by bald guy with a white goatee, 
which takes a little getting used 
to. Still, one look at the feature- 
less floating embryos in “The 
Drop” proves that Gabriel and his 
collaborators continue to craft 
haunting images. 

— Mac Randall 





SHOCKING: even Peter Gabriel’s oldest videos still pack a punch on his new DVD compilation. 
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@ THURSDAY 30 
See Club Directory for phone 
and addresses 


numbers 


ABBEY LOUNGE, Somerville. Dirty 
Truckers, AM Stereo, Kickbacks 

AN TAIN, Boston. At 5 p.m., DJ Keith 
AN TUA NUA, Boston. At 9 p.m., 


‘College Night” with DJ G 
ARIA, Boston. NYC hip-hop with guest 
DJs 
AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Hot & 
Heavy Hip-Hop Thursday” with DJ 
Caprice. 
THE AVENUE, Allston. At 7 p.m., 
“Acoustic Pop” with Will Daly. At 
9 p.m., “Dance Your Ass Off” with DJ 
Hoff. 
AXIS, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ Nailz, 
Tasty & Taner K spinning vocal and 
progressive house. 
BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester. 
’80s and today with DJ Scorch. 
BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey. 
BLUESTONE BISTRO, Brighton. 
“Open Mic.” 
BOSTON ROCKS, Boston. At 5 p.m., 
“After Work Thursday.” 
BRAVO@THE MFA, Boston. 
Poster. 
BREEZEWAY BAR & GRILLE, Rox- 
bury. Serious Bizness. 
BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury. 
R&B and commercial dance with DJ 
George. 
THE BURREN, Somerville. Front 
Room: At 10 p.m., “Traditional Irish 
Music.” Back Room: At 10 p.m., Swing- 
ing Johnsons. 
BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston. 
“Absolute,” house & trance with DJ 
Stezo. 
CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. Af- 
termath. 
CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Non Stop Video 
Show” with VJ Tom Yazbek. 
CLUB 58, Quincy. “Thirsty Thursday” 
with Hot Like Fire, DJ Bird. 
CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. At 7 p.m., 
Ellis Paul, Chad Perrone. At 10 p.m., 
Ellis Paul, Flynn. 
COMMON GROUND, Allston. “Love 
Night,” ’80s, all vinyl with DJ Brian 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, 
Brighton. “Chart & Dance” with DJ Doc 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Hard 
Drive. 
EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Latin 
Lounge,” with DJ JC. 
ENCORE, Boston. Michelle Currie. 
THE ENORMOUS ROOM, Cam- 
bridge. Hip-hop with DJs Hua Hsu and 
Chhay. 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline. House and acid 
jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe. 
EVOS ARTS, Lowell. “Second World 
Reggae Lounge” with Lady Lee & Mang 
Dub. 
THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Heaven & 
Hell,” house and hip-hop with DJs 
Chaos, Mr. Aru. 
FELT, Boston. “Liquid” with DJs Chris 
DeSimone and Jynx. 
GREAT SCOTT, Allston. “Dynasty” 
with DJ Luke, Memories Forever, Mahi 
Mahi. 
GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. Jon Fred- 
erik Band. 
GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Spitting 
Vinnies 
GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. 
“Throwdown Thursday” Hip-hop, reg- 
gae, R&B with DJ Dubz and 40D. 
HANNAH’S, Somerville. Reggae and 
house with guest DJs 
HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Revival. 
HENNESSY’S, Boston. Me & Julio 
HIGH STREET GRILLE, Boston. Lit- 
tle Joe Cook. 
HONG KONG, Cambridge. Main- 
stream, house & Reggae with DJ Bob. 
THE INDEPENDENT, Somerville. 
Frank Morey. 
IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. DJ Cherry. 
JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT, 
Boston. At 6 p.m., Clay Brown Trio. 
JASMINE & KENDALL LOUNGE, 
Cambridge. At 9:30 p.m., Dan Tepfer 
Trio. 
JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. Shotgun 
Bandits. 
JOSE McINTYRE’S, Boston. Up- 
stairs: DJ John Tringall. Downstairs: 
Me & Julio. 
THE KELLS, Allston. “Fun House” 
with DJs Edgar and Kieran James. 
THE KINSALE, Boston. Stretch. 
LA BOOM, Boston. At 10:30 p.m., 
“Privilege,” international house with 
DJ Franklin. 
LES ZYGOMATES, Boston. Chris Sto- 
vall Brown. 
LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., Nikulydin 
MACHINE, Boston. “Human Thurs- 
day” with DJs Sean Caron and Angles. 
MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Campus,” al- 
ternative boypop with DJ Chris Ewen 
and high energy house with DJ Brad 
Gwynn. 


Ron 
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RISE AGAINST play Axis on Tuesday. 


MANTRA Boston. At 10:30 p.m., 
“Mantra Thursday” DJs spin eclectic 
international, vocal house, & hip-hop. 


MARQUEE, Boston. “Turn It Up 
Thursday.” 
MATT MURPHY’S, Brookline. 


“Round Midnight Jazz Session.” 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 
On Fire, Seneca, Constants, Harris, 
Those Who Wait. Downstairs: Natural 
Born Spitters. 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge 
So So Limited. 
MIDWAY CAFE, 
James O’Brien 
MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. “Aquanet 
Dance Party” ’80s, old school hip-hop, 
funk, and soul with DJs Casey, CTO, 
Frank White, Tommee, Knife, and Paul 
Foley. 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
“Soma,” with DJ Omar. 

O’BRIEN’S, Allston. Redshift, South 
Street Band, New Blood. 

ORLEANS, Somerville. DJ Ren Justice. 
THE PALLADIUM, Worcester. Clutch, 
Never Been Caught, High on Fire, 
Seemless. 

PARADISE LOUNGE, Boston. At 
9 p.m., “The Bubble Up: Rub a Dub- 
wise Reggae Night” with Bud E. Green. 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. At 
9 p.m., Reid Genauer & Assembly of 
Dust, Ryan Montbleau. 

PA’S LOUNGE, Somerville. Arrogant 
Bastard, Soupbone Throne, Pi Theta Pi. 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. 
“Elements,” drum ‘n bass with DJs 
Crook, Lenore, and Static. 

THE PLACE, Boston. Greg Lutrell. 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., Tint. 

PRAVDA 116, Boston. DJ David Mee 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. DJ 
Flanagan with musical guest Jim Plun- 
kett. 

Q, Boston. “Weekend Warm” with DJ 
Craig Smooth 

THE RACK, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ 
Littles. 

REDLINE, Cambridge. At 10 p.m., 
“Reunion Thursday” with NPG All- 
Stars. 

REGATTABAR, Cambridge. At 7:30 & 
10 p.m., Irma Thomas. 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Wicked 
Wicked Thursday” Experimental Reg- 
gae & Hip-hop with Wayne & Wax. 
ROGGIE’S, Brighton. Lounge: Tribal 
House and Break beat funk with DJ 
Jonathan Theory. 

THE ROXyY, Boston. At 10:30 p.m., 
“The Latin Quarter” with special guest 
DJs. 

SAMBA BAR & GRILL, Somerville. 
At 9 p.m., Hip-hop, reggae, reggaeton, 
with DJ Philippe. 

SISSY K’S, Boston. Justin Beech. Up- 
stairs: popular dance, with DJ Deja. 
SOPHIA’S, Boston. “Latin Night” with 
DJ JR Vega. 

SUGAR SHACK, Boston. “College 
Night” with DJ B-Spin. 

SW1, Boston. Hip-hop, R&B, and Reg- 
gae with and DJ Renell. 

TERRACE BAR AT THE COPLEY 
MARRIOTT HOTEL, Boston. Brian 
Walkley Band. 


Jamaica Plain 


33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE, 


Boston. “Equilateral Thursday.” 


TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Ronan 


“Fluffy” Quinn. 


| TOAST, Somerville. “Premier Night for 


Women.” 


Bob 


TOP OF THE HUB, Boston 
Nieske Trio 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston 
“Young Professionals Club.” 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cam- 
bridge. Papermoon, Good Little Mon- 
key, Loudly Fernando & Dom, Bee’s 
Knees : 

21st AMENDMENT, Boston. DJ Sean 
Daly. 

VAPOR, Boston. “MOCCA,” hip hop 
and R&B with DJs KC and Ron Steel 
VENU, Boston. NYC house with DJ 
Nailz and “ISE-O spa” with DJ Tasty 
VERTIGO, Boston. “Diversify Thurs- 
days,” deep soulful house with DJ Fran 
and UK hard house and progressive 
trance with DJs JLong, Tek, and Cata- 
tonic and guest DJs 
WALLY’S CAFE, Boston 
Mela Quintet 

WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. Top 


Francisco 





40 funk and dance with DJs Gabe and 
Lazee Boy. 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Grant Lang- 
ford Review 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., Sleeping Weather, Valerie 
Allen 

ZUZU, Cambridge. Debutantes, Shills 


@ FRIDAY 31 


See Club Directory for 
and addresses 

ABBEY LOUNGE, Somerville 
DC, Clock Strikes Ten 

AN TAIN, Boston. At 5 p.m., DJ 
O. At 10 p.m., DJ David Natola 
ANTHEM, Boston. “New Year's Party 
with Marianne Solivan Quintet 

AN TUA NUA, Boston. “Superlovers,’ 
early hits to the latest sounds with DJ 
Vinny 


phone numbers 


Beefy 


Sean 


Continued on page 16 
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Grill & arhecue 


81 Kilmarnock St. 
t 


11:30am - 10:00pm 


ay 11:30am - 11:00pm 
am - 9:00pm 


n Red Sox Home Games 





Saturday Night Live - 


A sexy, sizzling night for the 21+ crowd. 
An eclectic mix of Hip Hop & Top 40's! 


Paes: 


‘Wave 


Bar & Gull 
343 CONGRESS STREET 617.790.0720 





35 Years Of Great Music 


Thursday, Dec. 30 
funk/jam - SHOTGUN BANDITS 


Friday, Dec. 31 
Reggae - PRESSURE COOKER 


NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY 
CALL 617-776-2004 FOR DINNER/SHOW 
RESERVATIONS & MORE INFO 


Saturday, Jan. 1 
Disc Diggers Party! 
THE DARLINGS + many more 


Sunday, Jan. 2 
BLUES JAM 
w/ HOODOO MEN 4:30- 8:30 
SALSA NIGHT 9:00 
W/ Live Salsa band - Lessons & Dance Party 


folk/pop - LAURA MACLEAN 


raat Jan. 5 
new rock - BIRD MANCINI 
ARTHUR NASSON 


Thursday, Jan. 6 
from Canada - THE DUHKS 
Friday, Jan. 7 
blues rock - WOLFMAN 
Saturday, Jan. 8 
funk, fun!! - FUNKY WHITE HONKIES 


COMING SOON: 

Tue. Jan. 11- Cahill, Wed. Jan 12- Kekele 
Thur, Jan. 13- Geno Delafose, Fri/Sat, 
Jan. 14/15- Beatle Juice, Wed. Jan. 19- 
Matt Glaser, Sat. Jan. 22- Nicole Nelson 
Thur, Jan. 27- Alastair Moock 


WWW. JOHNNYDS.COM 
SERVING DINNER TUES-SAT 
JAZZ BRUNCH SAT & SUN 
17 HOLLAND ST. DAVIS SQ. SOMERVILLE 
ACROSS FROM DAVIS RED LINE 
INFO: 617-776-2004 
CONCERT LINE: 617-776-9667 





HARPERS FERRY 


* ? 158 BRIGHTON AVI 
ALLSTON, MA 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 30 
REVIVAL 


AN ALL STAR TRIBUTE TO 
THE ALLMAN BROTHERS 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 31 
SUPERHONEY’S NEW YEARS EVE 
EXTRAVAGANZA 


SATURDAY JANUARY 1 


THE KNOT 


— FORMERLY SLIPKNOT - 
(MORE THAN JUST A DEAD COVER BAND) 


SUNDAY JANUARY 2 
ONSLAUGHT ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTS 
MILES FROM LAND, THE NEW 

PRINCESS, SHORTBUS, CAS LUCAS 


MONDAY JANUARY 3 
THE CANNIBAL KINGS 


THURSDAY JANUARY 6 
MILLIS PRIDE 


FRIDAY JANUARY 7 


THE PUSHSTARS 
W/SPECIAL GUESTS: REDLETTER 


SATURDAY JANUARY 8 


FAST TIMES 
THE ULTIMATE 80°S PARTY BAND 


WEDNESDAY JANUARY 12 


JAMIE MCLEAN BAND 
(DIRTY DOZEN BRASS BAND GUITARIST) 
EACH REMAINING WEDNESDAY IN 
JANUARY — SPECIAL GUESTS TO BE 
ANNOUNCED SOON! 


FRIDAY JANUARY 14 
BADFISH 
A TRIBUTE TO SUBLIME 
W/ THE GRIFT 


SATURDAY JANUARY 15 
HAIRBANGER’S BALL PRESENTS: 


KASHMIR 
THE ULTIMATE LED ZEPPELIN EXPERIENCE 
W/ JEREMIAH FREED 


UPCOMING 


1/21 — SPOOKIE DALY PRIDE 

1/22 — THE JOSHUA TREE U2 TRIBUTE 
1/28 —- BOMB SQUAD 

2/7 - DIRTY DOZEN BRASS BAND — THE 
MONDAY BEFORE FAT TUESDAY'PARTY! 
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343 Western Ave, Cambridge 
Reggae, Latin & Jazz 


The Western Front 
would like to wish 
all of our patrons a 
Merry Christmas 
and a safe and 


Happy New Year. 


THUR. JANUARY 6 


HIP HOP SHOWCASE 
FRI. JANUARY 7 
FORWARD MOVEMENT 


7 =REGGAEDANCE * 


SAT. JANUARY 8 


LIBRA PROJECT 
FOR INFO 492-7772 


Check out our new website: 
www.thewesternfrontclub.com 


LUPO'S 


HEARTBREAK 
HOTEL 


FULL SCHEDULE 


Wednesday, January 19 ¢*25 


GEORGE CLINTON 
& PARLIAMENT 
FUNKADELIC 


Saturday, January 22 «8 PM «*15 


stella 
Comedy Show 


Saturday, January 29 ¢*16.50 


Saturday, February 5 ¢ *9.95 


THE 
DRESDEN DOLLS 


Sunday, February 20 «*20 


AARON CARTER 
JORDAN KNIGHT 
































(18+:$7) 
Fri. Dec. 31st 
New Year's Eve w/Officer May. 
The Drags, Caged Heat, Korinations 
(21+:$10) 
Sat. Jon. 1st 
Great Scott Art Unveiling - Kennedy 
Brothers, DJs mict and Frankie 
(18+:FREE) 
2nd 
, Parts and Labor 
( $7) 
Wed. Jan. Sth 
BLACKOUT BAR - DJ Marky with 
live quests The Lot Six (18+:$5) 


Transistor Tran 


Thurs. Jan. oth 
Chinese Stars, Stylex, Night Rally, 
Kartheinz ( 


The Pion 





617.566.9014 
www.thea i 


An Tua Nua 


835 Beacon St. Boston 
(617) 292-2121 









THURSDAY NIGHT LIVE SP-2A4 


Coliege Night 
DJ G* Spinning today’s hits 






SUPERLOVERS FRIDAY 10p-2a 
DJ Vinny spinning retro 








SIZZUIN SATURDAYS 10P-2A 
DJ G* spinning hip hop 









NFL SUNDAY 
Free Finger food, pizza 
& wings. Over 10 TV's 
plus a Big Screen. 
Don't miss a play! 







CEREMONY MONDAY 9SP-1A 
Boston's best 
Goth night! 







LUSHLIFE TUESDAY 10P-1A 
Retro 80's Night. 
Prizes for best dressed. 










Wednesday 
MCOADOV'S KARAOKE 9P-1A 
Prizes for the best & 
prizes for the worst! 







10 Brookline St. Cambridge, MA 
All Shows 18+ 
617-492-BEAR 


BEES KNEES * LOUDLY FERNANDO & DOM 
PAPERMOON * GOOD LITTLE MONKEY 


NEW YEARS EVE PARTY! 
EMERGENCY MUSIC * THE CHARMS 
VIOLET NINE * DJ'S FROM THE PILL SPIN TUNES 


KAY HANLEY, SCAMPER, GRANDEVOLUTION, 
THE CONSTANTINES, ROXIE, THE SPACESHOTS 
£2 PILOT TO GUNNER, 20 STEVE WYNN, 
THE SILOS DETROIT COBRAS, THE SIGHTS, 
TARBOX RAMBLERS COLIN MELOY, JAKE 
BRENNAN & JIMMY RYAN,- THE BRAVERY, 
DEATH FROM ABOVE, DEAR LEADER 


www.ttthebears.com for a full schedule 


theholyground.¢ om 
1600 Hancock St. * Quincy * 


VOTED 
BEST PUB 

GRUB BY THE 
PATRIOT We 
LEDGER 


Kitchen Open 10am-10pm 


Free Appetizers Mon Thru Bai Spm -7pm, 


The Phoenix Landing 


Thursday, Dec. 30 

Elements presents 

Drum ‘n’ Bass fusior 
h DJs Cr 


Ra 


Friday, Dec. 31 
JukeBox Heroes w 
DJ PHT Mike 





Saturday, Jan. 1 
Boom Boom Room 
New Wave and Disco w/ DJ Vinny 


Sunday, Jan. 2 
BUMP 


House Music 


Monday, Jan. 3 
Makka Mondays 
Dancehall w/ Voyager 01, Uppercut, and 


Blackfinger 


Twesday, Jan. 4 
Take 


Scott Bliss takes you on a soulful journey 


Wednesday, Jan. 5 


Deep House, Trance & Techno 


#1 Place to Watch English Premiership 
Soccer / World Cup Qualifiers 


Champions League 


the alternative trish bar 
| 512 Mass Ave, Central Sq. Cambridge Tel: 617 576 6260] 








PAovin 
soon: 


Piace a 
ForSalte 
Classified ad tor 
less than $10. 


ra 4 


617-859-3300 
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Continued from page 15 

ARIA, Boston. “Plush,” NYC house 
with guest DJs. In the Angel Room 
NYC hip-hop with DJ Thanos 
ATLAS DANCE, Boston 
Dancing.” 

AVALON, Boston. At 9 p.m., Dave 
Ralph, Steve Porter, Eli Wilkie 

THE AVENUE, Allston. At 9 p.m., DJ 
Steve Auston 

AXIS, Boston. “Drop It Like It’s Hot” 
with DJ Mastermillions, King Ilabash 
BILLS BAR, Boston. “New Year’s Eve 
Extravaganza.” 

BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester 
Commercial dance and R&B 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Pete 
Winfrey. 

BOSTON ROCKS, Boston. Top 40 
Dance & hip-hop with DJ Bruno 
BOSTON BILLIARD CLUB, Boston 
At 8 p.m., “New Year’s Celebration.” 
BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury. 
R&B, rock, and dance with DJ Keith 
BULL RUN, Shirley. Bluestime, Magic 
Dick & J. Geils, Installers. 

BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston 
“Club Twist for Women.” 

CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. Up- 
stairs: Little Joe Cook & the Thrillers 
Downstairs: “Original Rock, Roots & 
R&B.” 

CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Non Stop Video 
Show” with VJ Tom Yazbek. 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Get Some Fridays,” 
hip-hop with the Freakas. 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. At 7 p.m., 
Ellis Paul, Jason Myles. At 10 p.m., 
Ellis Paul, Stuart Ferguson 
COMMON GROUND, Allston 
Brian and Guy. 

DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, 
Brighton. “Uptempo House” with DJ 
Paul Dailey. 

DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston 
Death by Marriage 

DRUID PUB, Cambridge. At 6 p.m., 
“Traditional Irish Seisiun” with Peter 
Molloy & Friends 

EKCO LOUNGE, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
“The Pill” ’80s Mod Night 

EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Urban 
Grooves” with DJ Ricky Fatts 
ENCORE, Boston. “Cabaret Open Mic” 
with Jan Peters, Colleen Powers, 
Michael Ricca, Brian Patton. 

THE ENORMOUS ROOM, Cam- 
bridge. “all st*rs have eyes” with Amy 
Lee Grill and DJ David Day. 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline. Vocal house, 
70s, *80s, "90s with DJ Bob Gal 
lagher. 

EVOS ARTS, Lowell. Thunderpants 
Johnson & the Hillbilly Orchestra, Elec- 
tric Donkey. 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. House and 
hip-hop with DJs Tiziano & Luca. 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, 
Boston. Weepin’ Willie. 

GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. “New 
Year’s Party.” 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31ST 


NEW WAVE NEW YEAR'S EVE 
W/ THE VERY FABULOUS 


LOVEWHIP & PALS 


FEATURING DJ AND AN 80'S 
COSTUME CONTEST WITH 
CASH PRIZES, PLUS LOTS 

MORE SURPRISES 


Top 40 


DJs 


www.midwaycafe.com 
3496 Washington St. / Jamaica Plain / 
-9038 


NG¥es UU ORDINARY Sr Ua Soman 


617-628-5559 


30 Assembly Square Drive, Somerville 
www.goodtimeemporium.com 


Check Out Emporium’s Indoor Go-Kart Track 
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Kilombo Mambo 

G-SPOT, Boston. “Deep, sexy house” 
with DJs Mike Traylor & Paul Incus 
GUIDO OSHEA’S, Brockton. “Mirage 
Night Club,” Haitian, Caribbean and 
Cape Verdean music 

HARD ROCK CAFE, Boston. “NYE 
2004” with Mr. Brownstone, Jovi 
HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Super- 
honey 

THE HARP, Boston. “New Year’s 
Party.” 

HONG KONG, Cambridge. Top 40 
Hip-Hop, Rock & Club Classics with 
M.C. Renn 

ID, Boston. “Bashment” Reggae beats. 
THE INDEPENDENT, Somerville 
Frank Morey Band 

THE INTERNATIONAL, Boston 
‘The Basement” house music with DJ 
Bradford James 

IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. “Funky 
Friday” with Elyte, Cnyce, Mas 
JASMINE & KENDALL LOUNGE, 
Cambridge. At 6 p.m., Marianne Soli- 
van Jazz Quartet. At 10 p.m., Carol 
O’Shaughnessy. 

JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. Pressure 
Cooker 

JUKEBOX, Boston. Top 40 and retro 
dance night. 

THE KELLS, Allston. “Ladies Night” 
with DJs Doc and Kieran. 
KENNEDY’S, Boston. At 5 p.m., Matt 
Fulton. At 9 p.m., Springhill Rounders 
KINVARA PUB, Allston. “New Year's 
Party.” 

KIRKLAND CAFE, Somerville. “Club 
Bohemia Black & White New Year’s Eve 
Ball” with Real Kids, Sugabomb, Eric 
Martin & the Illyrians, Mickey Bliss 

LA BOOM, Boston. “Fashion Fridays 
with DJ Roland Lopez 

LES ZYGOMATES, Boston. Ronnie 
Ron Trio with Karen Parker 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. “New 
Year’s Eve” with Fooled by April 

MAN RAY, Cambridge. “New Year’s 
Eve Glitterball” with Gene Dante & the 
Future Starlets, DJs Chris Ewen & Brad 
Gwynn 

MATRIX, Boston 
Year's.” 
McGANN’S, Boston. At 10 p.m., Hip- 
hop, R&B, Reggae, & House with DJ 
Sparky 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
Baby Strange, Aloud, Halogens, Vio- 
later. Downstairs: Darkbuster, Jerry’s 
Kids, Lost City Angels, Road to Ruin 
Corner: Mahogany 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge 
‘Soul, Funk, Downtempo & Hip-hop 
with DJ Mark Estrada 

MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. “New 
Wave New Year’s” with Lovewhip 
MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. “Dy- 
nasty: Year End Report” with U.V. Pro- 
tection, Yoni Gordon & the Goods, DJs 
Luke and Tommee 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
Latin house with DJ JC 

OCEANA RESTAURANT, Boston 
Mike DiBari Trio 

ORLEANS, Somerville. DJ Tom 
OVERDRAUGHT PUB, Cambridge 
“New Year’s Ball” with Upper Crust 
THE PALACE, Saugus. “Rio” Brazil's 
Carnaval; “Uptown” DJs spin faves 
from the ’70s and ’80s; “Oxygen” rap, 
hip-hop, top 40, and progressive 
dance; “Male Encounter” all-male 
dance review; “New Year’s with 
IMAGO”; “Rockpile” with Leaving 
Eden 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. At 
9 p.m., Reid Genauer & Assembly of 
Dust 

PARRIS, Boston. Flavor 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
“Grooveyard” with DJ Greg 

THE PLACE, Boston. At 10 p.m., VJ 
Laptop 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
6 p.m., “Irish Seisiun.” At 9:30 p.m., 
“New Year’s Party” with Hot Day at the 
Zoo 

THE POINT, Boston. “Fluid,” house 
and techno, with DJ troupe Record- 
headz. 

Q, Boston. “Hip-hop & Top 40.” 

THE RACK, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ 
Johnny C. 

REDLINE, Cambridge. At 10 p.m., 
“New Year’s Show” with Shalako 
REGATTABAR, Cambridge. Nicole 
Nelson, David Maxwell 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Diver- 
sion” mello tekno, scsi disko, NeuSoul, 
with Erik Pearson. 

ROGGIE’S, Brighton. Upstairs: Ali 
Lounge: “Dance Your Ass Off” with DJ 
Hoff. 

THE ROXY, Boston. “Roxy New 
Year’s” with DJ Massi. 

RYLES, Cambridge. “New Year’s Latin 
Party” with Jaunito Pascual. 
SCRUFFY MURPHY’S, Dorchester. 
“Party Time” with DJ Jen. 

SCULLERS, Boston. “New Year’s Eve’ 
with Chris Botti. 

SISSY K’S, Boston. At 5 p.m., Matt 
Browne. At 9 p.m., Stu Sinclair & Kevin 
Kirrane. Upstairs: Hi-NRG and pop 
house, with DJ Tom McKenna 

SIT ‘N BULL PUB, Maynard. Fat City. 
SPONTANEOUS CELEBRATIONS, 
Jamaica Plain. “Next Level” with DJ 


‘Matrix New 


Nomadik, Kwesi Johnson, Kiki 
Breevlife, Ladies of Boston Reggae 
SUGAR SHACK, Boston. “Boston's A 
List” Hip hop, old school, and top 40 
with DJ B-Spin 

SWEETWATER CAFE, Boston. Old 
and new dance hits with DJs KC and 
Gallo 

SW1, Boston. Top 40 RMX, Hip-Hop, 
and House with DJ Littles 

TOAST, Somerville. “International 
Night.” 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. “New 
Year’s Gala” with Bob Nieske Group, 
Maggie Galloway, Common Ground 
Orchestra 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston 
70s, ’80s, and 90s with DJ Zino; pro- 
gressive, top-40, club, and internation- 
al with DJ Peter D 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cam- 
bridge. Emergency Music, Charms, Vio 
let Nine, DJs from The Pill 

21st AMENDMENT, Boston. DJ Sean 
Daly. 

VENU, Boston. “Roomba,” Latin 
sounds with DJ Roger M, and house 
with DJ Arsit 

VERTIGO, Boston. “Dream Lounge,” 
international, Latin and house with DJ 
Marcocci, and vocal and high energy 
house with DJ Soulheris 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. At 
9:30 p.m., Jason Palmer/Warren Wolf 
Jazz Collective 

WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. Top 
40 funk and dance with DJs Gabe and 
Lazee Boy. 

WONDER BAR, Allston 
Horner/Joe McMahon Quartet 
ZUZU, Cambridge Gian Carlo 
Buscaglia 


M@ SATURDAY 1 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 

AN TUA NUA, Boston. “Sizzlin Satur 
day” hip-hop with DJ G 

ARIA, Boston. “Ecco,” international 
and vocal house, with DJ Roger M. In 
the Angel Room, “International Satur- 
days.” 

ATLAS DANCE, Boston. “Top 40 
Dancing.’ 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Tease 
sexy house with DJ Rick Naples 

THE AVENUE, Allston. At 5 p.m., 
“Acoustical Pop” with Ali. At 9 p.m., 
House with DJ Munroe 
AXIS, Boston. At 10 p.m 
Saturday” Hip-hop and Reg 
Glen 

BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester 
Commercial dance and R&B 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey 
BOSTON ROCKS, Boston. Interactive 
video Top 40 Dance & hip-hop party 
with VJ Johnnie Walker 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury 
R&B, rock, and dance with DJ Keith 
BULL RUN, Shirley. At 10 a.m., “Jazz 
Brunch” with Speak Easy. At 7 p.m 
John Pross & Bunny Price 

BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston 
“Killer Dance Club,” gay night with DJs 
Mary Alice & Michael Sheehan 
CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. Up- 
stairs: Little Joe Cook & the Thrillers 
Downstairs: “Original Rock, Roots & 
R&B.” 

CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Boys Night 
Out” with VJ Cliff Cunningham 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Party Central Sat- 
urday” with DJ Greg 

CLUB HOLLYWOOD, Boston. At 
8:30 p.m., “Glitter Switch Drag 
Karaoke 

COMMON GROUND, Allston. Keiran 
Ridge Band 

DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, 
Brighton. “Mixes & Remixes” with DJs 
Daniel Spurling & Chris Deorio 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Big 
Time 

EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
“Essence” with DJs Reevz & Lograsso 
ENCORE, Boston. DesPres & DeGraff 
THE ENORMOUS ROOM, Cam 
bridge. “Breaks & Such” with Mark 
Estrada 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline. Disco, motown, 
and classics from the 80s & '90s with 
DJ John Reed 

EVOS ARTS, Lowell. Society’s Finest, 
All Else Failed, Minor Times, GODS, 
Things Fall Apart 

FELT, Boston. “Top 40 and Club Classics.” 
THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, 
Boston. Jim Porcella Trio 

GREAT SCOTT, Allston. “Brothers 
Kennedy Art Opening” with DJs Frank 
and Micl 

GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Swinging 
Johnsons. 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. 
Kilombo Mambo 

G-SPOT, Boston. “Deep, sexy house” 
with DJs Mike Traylor & Paul Incus 
HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Knot. 
HENNESSY ’S, Boston. At 4 p.m., “Irish 
Sessuin.” At 9 p.m., DJ Kriss Kross 
HONG KONG, Cambridge. Top 40 
Hip-Hop, Rock & Club Classics with DJ 
Chris G. 

IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. “Left 
Saturday” with DJ Kelvin. 

JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT, 


Johnny 


Seductive 






gae with DJ 





Boston. At 7 p.m., Steve Fell Band 
JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. At 10 a.m., 
New Year’s Day Brunch.” At 9:45 p.m., 
Darlings 

JUKEBOX, Boston. Top 40 and retro 
dance night 

THE KELLS, Allston. Hip-hop, house, 
techno, top 40 with DJs Darren Drag & 
Kieran 

KENNEDY’S, Boston 
Lounge” with Bobbie Steelz & Moon 
LA BOOM, Boston. “Futurebeat: Alien 
Disco” with DJ Addambombb 

MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Liquid Disco 
Trash” with DJ Gary Conzo and retro 
new wave with DJ Chris Ewen 
MARQUEE, Boston. DJ Murray 
MATRIX, Boston. “1984” ‘80s night 
with DJ Gibby. 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
Chinstrap, Sin City Chainsaw, Drew 
Project. Downstairs: U-melt, Just Be- 
fore August, Brother Mosley. 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge 
Golden Era Hip-Hop.” 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. At 
8:30 p.m., “Mango’s Latin Dance Club” 
with DJ Antonio Ortiz. 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, Boston 
Maxi 

THE MODERN, Boston. “Material” 
Funk, hip-hop, R&B with Bruno 
Dreads 

O’BRIEN’S, Allston. Permanent Dam- 
age, My First Handgun, Ragamuffin 
Sleaze 

ORLEANS, Somerville. DJ Gabe 

THE PALACE, Saugus. “Rio” Brazil’s 
Carnaval; “Uptown” DJs spin faves 
from the ‘70s and ’80s; “Oxygen” rap, 
hip-hop, top 40, and progressive 
dance; “Male Encounter” all-male 
dance review; “Club Copa” Latino 
Night; “Underground” top 40, Dance, 
Techno, Hip-hop, Reggae; “The Beach 
House 

THE PALLADIUM, Worcester. Bane, 
Champion, Modern Life Is War, Out- 
break, Colin of Arabia 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
‘Boom Boom Room,” new wave, one 
hit wonders, and disco with DJ Vinney. 
THE PLACE, Boston. VJ Laptop 
PRAVDA 116, Boston. High-energy 
dance music with DJ Rick Naples 

Q, Boston. At 9 p.m., DJ Profenna 
THE RACK, Boston. “Dance Party” 
with DJs Vinnie Peruzzi and Littles 
REDLINE, Cambridge. At 10 p.m., DJ 
Cherry 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Peer Pres- 
sure: We Know It When We Mix It” 
with Unlockedgroove 

ROGGIE’S, Brighton. House with DJ 
Marc Farrell 

THE ROXyY, Boston. “Roxy Saturdays,” 
dueling DJs with DJs Massi and Play. 
SCRUFFY MURPHY’S, Dorchester 
‘Party Time” with DJ Jen 

SCULLERS, Boston. Chris Botti 
SISSY K’S, Boston. At 4 p.m., Matt 
Browne. At 8 p.m., Kevin Kirrane. Up- 
stairs: “Dance Party,” old school and 
new dance, with DJ Tom McKenna. 
SUGAR SHACK, Boston. Hip hop, 
and top 40 with DJ B-Spin 
SWEETWATER CAFE, Boston. Old 
and new dance hits with DJs KC and 
Gallo 

SW1, Boston. Hip-Hop, Reggae, 70s 
Funk, and House with DJ Bruno 
THIRSTY SCHOLAR PUB, 
Somerville. DJ Sean 

TOAST, Somerville. “Prescription 
Spinning House 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Bob 
Nieske Group, Maggie Galloway. 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston 
70s, 80s, and 90s with DJ Zino; pro- 
gressive, top-40, club, and internation- 
al with DJ Steve Anderson 

21st AMENDMENT, Boston. DJ Sean 
Daly 

VAPOR, Boston. “Crosswalk,” with 
DJs David Skye, M.J 

VENU, Boston. European disco house 
with DJs Javier and Nico and 
“Mythos,” ethnic house and Greek 
sounds with DJ Yorgo 

VERTIGO, Boston. “Vertigo Satur- 
days,” hip hop, R&B, house, and reg- 
gae, with DJ Ron Steel 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. At 
9:30 p.m., Jason Palmer/Warren Wolf 
Jazz Collective. 

WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. Top 
40 funk and dance with DJs Gabe and 
Lazee Boy. 

WHO’S ON FIRST, Boston. At 
10 p.m., DJs Garfield, Disciple, and 
Nate 

WONDER BAR, Alliston. Rusty Scott 
Quartet 

ZUZU, Cambridge. “Soul le lu jah.” 


@ SUNDAY 2 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 

ARIA, Boston. “Living Room,” lounge 
and vocal house 

AURORA, Boston. “Ginseng,” soulful 
house, hip hop, and reggae. 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Gay 
Night,” house with DJ Darrin Friedman. 
THE AVENUE, Allston. “Lounge 
Night.” 

BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester. 
“Laid Back Sunday.” 


“Reggae 
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> LISTINGS 





@ ABBEY LOUNGE (617-441- 
9631), 3 Beacon St., Somerville 
ALL ASIA CAFE (617-497-1544), 
334 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 
AN TAIN (617-426-1870), 

31 India St., Boston 

ANTHEM (617-523-8383) 

138 Portland St., Boston 

AN TUA NUA (617-262-2121) 
835 Beacon St., Boston 

ARIA (617-338-7080), 

246 Tremont St., Boston 
ATLAS DANCE (617-437-0300) 
3 Lansdowne St., Boston 
AURORA (617-350-6001) 

300 Congress St., Boston 
AVALON (617-262-2424), 

15 Lansdowne St., Boston 
THE AVENUE (617-782-9508), 
1249 Comm Ave, Allston 

AXIS (617-262-2437), 

13 Lansdowne St., Boston 


@ BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
(781-729-2565), at Remington's, 
124 Boylston St., Boston 

BELL IN HAND TAVERN (617-227- 
2098), 45-55 Union St., Boston 
BILL'S BAR (617-421-9678), 

5.5 Lansdowne St., Boston 
BLARNEY STONE PUB (617-436- 
8223), 1505 Dorchester Ave., 
Dorchester 

BLUE CAT CAFE (617-247-9922) 
94 Mass Ave, Boston 


BLUESTONE BISTRO (617-254-8309), 


1799 Comm. Ave., Brighton 

BOB THE CHEF’S (617-536-6204), 
604 Columbus Ave., Boston 
BOSTON ROCKS (617-726-1110), 
Faneuil Hall Marketplace, Boston 


BOSTON BILLIARD CLUB (617-536- 


POOL), 126 Brookline Ave., Boston. 
BRASSERIE JO (617-425-3240), 
Colonnade Hotel, 120 Huntington 
Ave., Boston. 


BRAVO@THE MFA (617-369-3474), 


465 Huntington Ave., Boston 
BREEZEWAY BAR & GRILLE (617- 
541-5400). 153 Blue Hill Ave., 
Roxbury 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB (617-522- 
5386), 378 Centre St., Jamaica Plain 
BROTHER JIMMY’S BBQ (617-458- 
1048), 96 Winthrop St., Harvard 
Sq., Cambridge 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S (617-325- 
9800), Center St., West Roxbury 
BULL RUN (978-425-4311), 

Rte. 2A., Shirley 

THE BURREN (617-776-6896), 
247 Elm St., Davis Sq., Somerville 
BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA (617-482- 
3939), 51 Stuart St., Boston 


@ CANTAB LOUNGE (617-354- 
2685), 738 Mass. Ave., Central 
Sq., Cambridge 

CAPRICE (617-292-0080), 

275 Tremont St., Boston 

CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK 
(508-647-0097), 14 Summer St., 
Natick. 

CHARLIE’S KITCHEN (617-492- 
9646), 10 Elliot St., Cambridge. 
CHOPPIN’ BLOCK PUB (617-734- 
4177), 724 Huntington Ave., Boston 
CLARK’S IN FANEUIL HALL (617-227 
7800), 21 Merchant's Row, Boston 
CLUB CAFE (617-536-0966), 

209 Columbus Ave., Boston 

CLUB 58 (617-471-7788), 

58 Ross Way, Quincy. 

CLUB HOLLYWOOD (617-338- 
8283), 1-3 Harrison Ave., Boston 
CLUB PASSIM (617-492-7679), 47 
Palmer St., Harvard Sq., Cambridge 
COMEDY CONNECTION (617-248- 
9700), Upstairs at Faneuil Hall, 
Boston 

COMEDY STUDIO (617-864-5311) 
1236 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. 
COMMON GROUND (617-783- 
2071), 83-87 Harvard Ave., Allston 
COSTELLO'S (617-522-9263), 

723 Centre St., Jamaica Plain 


COTTONWOOD CAFE (617-247- 
2225), 222 Berkeley St., Boston. 
COYOTE GRILLE (617-225-0888), 
1 Kendall Sq., Cambridge. 


@ DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR 
(617-779-8822), 332 Washington 
St., Brighton 

DICK DOHERTY’S AT THE CHINA 
BLOSSOM (800-401-2221), 

Rte. 125, North Andover 

DICK’S LAST RESORT (617-267- 
8080), 55 Huntington Ave., Boston 
DRUID PUB (617-497-0965) 
1357 Cambridge St., Inman Sq., 
Cambridge. 


@ EKCO LOUNGE (617-338-8283), 
4] Essex St., Boston 

EMBASSY (617-536-2100), 

30 Lansdowne St., Boston 
ENCORE (617-338-ROXY), 

279 Tremont St., Boston 

THE ENORMOUS ROOM (617-491- 
5599), 567 Mass Ave, Cambridge. 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEMPLE 
(617-277-9722), 1651 Beacon St., 
Brookline. 

EVOS ARTS (978-441-9906), 

98 Middle St., Lowell. 

THE EXCHANGE (617-726-7600), 
148 State St., Boston 


W@ FELT (617-338-6999) 
533 Washington St., Boston 


W@ THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN 
(617-451-2622), 28 Kingston St., 
Boston. 

GRAFTON STREET PUB & GRILL 
(617-497-0400), 1230 Mass. Ave., 
Cambridge. 

GREAT SCOTT (617-734-4502), 
1222 Comm Ave, Allston. 

GREEN BRIAR (617-789-4100), 
304 Washington St., Brighton 
GREEN DRAGON (617-367-0055), 
11 Marshall St., Boston 

GREEN STREET GRILL (617-876- 
1655), 280 Green St., Cambridge. 
G-SPOT (617-423-6767), 
Downtown Crossing, Boston 
GUIDO OSHEA’S (508-580-0997), 
2039 S. Main St., Brockton 


@ HANNAH'S (617-629-5302), 
499 Broadway, Somerville. 
HARD ROCK CAFE (617-353- 
1400), 131 Clarendon St., 
Boston 

HARPERS FERRY (617-254-9743), 
158 Brighton Ave., Allston 

THE HARP (617-742-1010), 85 
Causeway St., Boston 
HENNESSY’S, (617-742-2121), 
25 Union St., Boston 

HIGH STREET GRILLE (61 7-523- 
4000), 200 High St. Boston 
HONG KONG (617-864-5311), 
1236 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 

W ID (617-262-2437), 

11 Lansdowne St., Boston. 
IMPROV ASYLUM (617-263-6887), 
216 Hanover St., Boston 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE (617- 
576-1253), 1253 Cambridge St., 
Cambridge 

THE INDEPENDENT (617-440- 
6022), 75 Union Sq., Somerville 
THE INTERNATIONAL (617-296- 
6270), 184 High St., Boston 
IRISH VILLAGE (617-787-5427), 
224 Market St., Brighton 


@ JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT 
(617-338-8586), 33 Stuart St., 
Boston 

JASMINE & KENDALL LOUNGE 
(617-577-8668), 1 Kendall Sq 
Cambridge. 

JIMBO’S SOUTH RESTAURANT 
(781-848-0300), 405 Franklin St., 
Braintree 

JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY 
(617-308-6421), 255 Elm St., 
Somerville 


ELI PAPERBOY plays ZuZu on Wednesday. 


JOHNNY D'S (617-776-2004), 
17 Holland St., Davis Sq., 
Somerville. 

JOSE McINTYRE’S (617-451- 
9460), 160 Milk St., Boston 
JUKEBOX (617-338-ROXY), 
275 Tremont St., Boston 


Wi THE KELLS (617-782-9082), 
161 Brighton Ave., Allston 
KING’S (617-266-2695) 

10 Scotia St., Boston. 

THE KINSALE (617-742-5577), 
2 Center Plaza, Boston 
KINVARA PUB (617-783-9400), 
34 Harvard Ave., Allston 
KIRKLAND CAFE (617-491-9640), 
425 Washington St., Somerville 
KOWLOON (781-233-0077), 
Rte. 1 North, Saugus. 


@ LA BOOM (617-357-6800), 

25 Boylston Pl., Boston 

LES ZYGOMATES (617-542-5108), 
129 South St., Boston. 

LIZARD LOUNGE (617-547-0759) 
1667 Mass. Ave., below Cambridge 
Common Restaurant, Cambridge 


Mi MACHINE (617-536-1950), 
1256 Boylston St., Boston. 

MAN RAY (617-864-0400), 

21 Brookline St., Cambridge 
MANTRA (617-542-8111), 

52 Temple St., Boston 

MARQUEE (617-523-1112) 

57 Canal St., Boston. 

MATRIX (617-338-ROXY), 

275 Tremont St., Boston 

MATT MURPHY’S (617-232-0188), 
14 Harvard St., Brookline 
McGANN’S (617-227-4059), 

197 Portland St., Boston. 
METROPOLIS (401-454-5483) 
172 Pine St., Providence, RI 
MIDDLE EAST (617-497-0576),472 
Mass Ave, Central Sq., Cambridge 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE (617-868- 
MSEX), 315 Mass. Ave. Cambridge 
MIDWAY CAFE (617-524-9038), 
3496 Washington St., Jamaica Plain 
MILKY WAY (617-524-3740), 

at Bella Luna, 405 Centre St., 
Jamaica Plain. 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN (617-338 
5656), 77 Broad St., Boston 

THE MODERN (617-536-2100), 

36 Lansdowne St., Boston 





MURPHY’S LAW (617-269-6667), 
837 Summer St., South Boston 


Wi NEWS (617-426-6397), 

150 Kneeland St., Boston 

NICK’S COMEDY STOP (617-482- 
0930), 100 Warrenton St., Boston 
NICK’S MAUI (508-482-0930), 
Rte. 28 North, Brockton. 


@ O'BRIEN’S (617-782-6245), 
3 Harvard Ave., Allston 
OCEANA RESTAURANT (617-227- 
0800), Marriott Long Wharf 
296 State St., Boston 
O'CONNOR'S (617-482-2255), 
27 Columbus Ave., Boston 
O’LEARY’S (617-734-0049) 
1010 Beacon St., Brookline 
ORLEANS (617-591-2100) 

65 Holland St., Somerville 
OVERDRAUGHT PUB (617-868- 
3221), 877 Cambridge St., 
Cambridge 


Wi THE PALACE (781-321-1660), 
1500 Broadway, Saugus 

THE PALLADIUM (508-797-9696) 
261 Main St., Worcester. 
PARADISE LOUNGE (617-562- 
8814). 969 Comm Ave, Boston 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB (617-562- 
8800), 969 Comm Ave, Boston 
PARRIS (617-248-9900), Quincy 
Market, Faneuil Hall, Boston. 
PA'S LOUNGE (617-776-1557) 
345 Somerville Ave., Somerville 
PHOENIX LANDING (617-576- 
6260), 512 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 
THE PLACE (617-523-2081), 

2 Broad St., Boston 

THE PLAYGROUND (617-441- 
0666), 403 Mass Ave., Cambridge 
PLOUGH & STARS (617-441-3455) 
912 Mass Ave, Cambridge 

THE POINT (617-523-7020), 

147 Hanover St., Boston 
PORTER’S BAR & GRILL (617-742 
7678), 173 Portland St., Boston 
PRAVDA 116 (617-482-7799) 

116 Boylston St., Boston 

PURPLE SHAMROCK (61 7-227- 
2060), 1 Union St., Boston 


W@ Q (617-742-2121), 
25 Union St., Boston 


M@ THE RACK (617-725-1051 


club DIRECTORY 


24 Clinton St., Faneuil Hall, Boston 
RAMROD (617-266-2986), 
1254 Boylston St., Boston 
REDLINE (617-491-9851) 
59 J.F.K. St., Cambridge 
REGATTABAR (617-661-5000 
Charles Hotel, Harvard Sq 
Cambridge 
REMINGTON’S (617-574-9676) 
124 Boylston St., Bostor 
RIVER GODS (617-576-1881 

25 River St., Cambridge 
ROGGIE'S ( 17-566-188( 
356 tt Hill Ave., Brighton 
THE ROXY (617-338-ROXY 
279 Tremont St., Bostor 
RYLES (617-876-9330 


212 Hampshire St., Cambridge 


@ SAMBA BAR & GRILL (617-718 
9177), 608 Somerville Ave 
Somerville 

SCRUFFY MURPHY’S (617-282 
6606), 1333 Dorchester Ave 
Dorchester 

SCULLERS (617-562-4111) 

400 Soldiers Field Rd., Boston 
SERAFINA (978-371-9050) 

195 Sudbury Rd., Concord 
SISSY K’S (617-248 ri 

6 Commercial St., Bos 

SIT ‘N BULL PUB (5 
163 Main St., Maynard 
SOPHIA’S (617-351-7001 

1270 Boylston St., Boston 
SPONTANEOUS CELEBRATIONS 
(617-524-6373), 45 Danforth St 
Jamaica Plain 

SUGAR SHACK (617-351 
1 Boylston Pl., Boston 
SWEETWATER CAFE (617-351 
2515), 3 Boylston PI., Boston 
SW1 (617-423-6767) 

48 Winter St., Boston 


78- 897-7232 


2510) 


W TAZZA (401-421-3300) 
250 Westminster St., Providence, RI 
TERRACE BAR AT THE COPLEY 


MARRIOTT HOTEL (617-236-5800), 


110 Huntington Ave., Boston 
THIRSTY SCHOLAR PUB (617-497 
2294), 70 Beacon St., Somerville 
33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 
(617-572-3311), 33 Stanhope St., 
Boston 

TIR NA NOG (617-628-4300) 

366A Somerville Ave., Union Sq 
Somerville 

TOAST (617-623-9211) 

70 Union Sq. Somerville 

TOMMY DOYLE’S (617-225-0888), 
1 Kendall Sq., Cambridge 

TOP OF THE HUB (617-536-1775), 
52nd Floor, Prudential Tower, Boston 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO (617-338 
1000), 295 Franklin St., Boston 
T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE (617-492- 
BEAR), 10 Brookline St., Central Sq. 
Cambridge 

21st AMENDMENT (617-227 
7100), Bowdoin St., Beacon Hill, 
Boston 





@ VAPOR (617-695-9500) 
100 Warrento n St., Boston 
VENU (617-338-8061) 
100 Warrenton St., Boston 
VERTIGO (617-723-7277), 
126 State St., Boston 


@ WALLY’S CAFE (617-424-1408) 
427 Mass. Ave., Boston 

WESTERN FRONT (617-492-7772) 
343 Western Ave., Cambridge 
WEST STREET GRILLE (617-423 
0300), 15 West St., Boston 

WHO'S ON FIRST (617-247-3353), 
19 Yawkey Way, Fenway Park, Boston 
WONDER BAR (617-351-COOL) 
186 Harvard Ave., Allston 


@ ZEITGEIST GALLERY (617-876- 
6060), 1353 Cambridge St 
Cambridge 

2U2U (617-864-3278) 


474 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 


BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston 
BOB THE CHEPF’S, 

10 a.m., 
Paulo Daney Jazz Quartet 
BRAVO@THE MFA, 
Brunch” with Ronnie Ron Duo 


BREEZEWAY BAR & GRILLE, Rox- 
Brunch” 


bury. At 11 a.m., “Sunday 
with Michael Shea 
THE BURREN, Somerville 


Room: At 2 p.m., 
Music.” Back Room: At 8 p.m., 


Songwriter Series” with Danielle 
CANTAB LOUNGE, 
“Candy’s Blues Jam.” 


DJ Armen 
Boston. 
“Sunday Jazz Brunch” 


Boston 


‘Traditional Irish 
“Singer- 


Cambridge. 


At 10 p.m., 
with 
Boston. 9 Pound Bag. 


‘Jazz | CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge 
Cambridge’s Poet’s Theater.” 
COSTELLO’S Jamaica.Plain. At 9 p.m., 
James Merenda’s Masked Marvels, 

COTTONWOOD CAFE, Boston. D 
front Street Band 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, 
“Industry Night” 


Brighton. 
Paul Dailey 


Erikson. 


CHOPPIN’ BLOCK PUB, 
“RawCuts Hip-hop Night.” 
CLARK’S IN FANEUIL HALL, 


DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. John 


Boston. At ENCORE, 


“Richard 


Trois,” 


with DJ 


Boston 
Michael Larson 

THE E ROOM AT 
TEMPLE, Brookline. House 


THE EXCHANGE, Boston 


with DJ Roland 


GREAT SCOTT, Allston 
Transistor, Parts & 


Dorothy Miller & “Beats Not Bombs the Peoples Party” 
with DJ Yamin 
THE GOLDEN IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. DJ Kieran 
and acid JACQUES UNDERGROUND, 
jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe Boston. “Diamond Dunhill’s. Drag-Ons 
“Menage A Review.” 
Brazilian dance and Eurohouse JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. At 9 a.m., 
‘Jazz Brunch.” At 4:30 p.m., “Open 
GRAFTON STREET PUB & GRILL, Blues Jam.” At 9 p.m., “Salsa Dancing” 
Cambridge. At 9 p.m., Beantown Project with Rumba Na Ma 
Transistor KENNEDY’S, Boston. At noon, Julia 
Labor, Mayphlex Lloyd. 
MATT MURPHY’S, Brookline. Mang 


GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Swinging 


Johnsons 


Dub 


GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge 





Continued on page 18 








Dynasty with Mahi Mahi 
Memories Forever, DJ Luke & Friends 
(18+:$7) 

Fri. Dec, 31st 
New Year's Eve w/Officer May, 
The Drags, Caged Heat, Karinations 
(21+:$10) 

Sat. Jan. Ist 
Great Scott Art Unveiling - Kennedy 
Brothers, DJs mick and Frankie 
(18+:FREE) 


Jon. 2nd 






Sur 
Transistor Transistor, Parts and Labor 
(18+:$7) 


BLACKOUT BAR - DJ MarkV with 
live guests The Lot Six (18+:$5) 


Chinese Stars Stylen ‘ight Rally 
Kartheinz (18+:$7) 
~~ tevion 
617.566.9014 
www.thealistonplan.com 





THE TINT 
‘SHOT DAY AT THE 200 
THE TULLAMORES 
FLEXIBLE FLYER STRING BAND 
REVERB JOE BIRTHDAY 
MATT DUANE GRIFFIN 
BAD ART ENSEMBLE 
EJ OVELLETTE & CRAZY MAGGIE 


Phone 4 * Fax 
Serving Lunch Daily * Check our website for details 


www.ploughandstars.com 






12/17 »MAINST A é 

12/18 Groove Barbers Acapella & 
“What | like about Jew” Comedy Show 
12/21 Ryles Artist Showcase 
12/22 Fernando Brandao Quartet 











New Year’s Eve 
Extravaganza 
Tix Online 


DANCEHALL 
















WITCH'S BBQ 


Real BBQ, Specialties & More 
Dinner: Tues thru Sat 
Takeout avail. 5p-1 Ip 


SUNDAY JAIL BRUNCH 


































TIX & INFO: 
wow. ryles.com| 617.876.9330 


COPA BANANA BAND REBECCA CORREIA BAND 


YEAR’ $ PARTY FEATURI NG: 
KINETIC How W/ SPECIAL GUEST JEFF MOWLAN 
$15.00 Cove ES CHAMPAGNE TOAST, APPETIZER BUFFET 
i LIVE MUSIC, AND PARTY FAVORS 


ADAY, JANUA 1 
ESTAB SUMPMIM SUMPMM SATURDAYS 
CNC MUSIC SHOWCASE ¢ JEANNINE HEBB BAND 


CARLSON « “STASH’ $ COMEDY JAM 
COLTRAIN MOTION WITH SPECIAL GUEST 


ANDREW NALBAND + » OPEN id vesrea BY CHRISTIAN SAMATIS 


BRRR STRATEGIST with Eli SAID 
THE LESS pagers * DARK BLOOM 


STEVE ROWAN & FRIENDS * THe “SNS WITH DAVID CAIN 


472-480 MASS. AVE, CAMBRIDGE 
(617)864-EAST www.mideastclub.com 
DOORS AT SPM UNLESS NOTED. PROPER ID REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT Middle East Box Office 1-7p.m. and 


TICKETMASTER (617 931-2000 www .ticketmastercom 
ALL SHOWS 18+ UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED OPEN FOR LUNCH AS ALWAYS 


THU 123 
RADAR RECORDI! 


END OF TI 


SENECA een HARRIS 


ee WAIT 


sts Th 
SARS LE Gs. 


8PM DOORS 


MON 0° 


SH Me Bottom 


HEAVY ROTATION TH PRESENTS - 
DANCY 





OD 
By * THESE THIEVES: 





FRU 1231 2 
DARKBUSTER 
JERRY’S KIDS 
LOST CITY ANGELS 
ROAD TO RUIN (RAMONES TRIBUTE) 





AT oi 
SAT ¢ 


U-MELT 
PRIMARY OTHERS * JUST BEFORE AUGUST 
BROTHER MOSLEY 





FRI o1/o7 
THROE 
PLAN B + LOST CAUSE 
MY LITTLE RADIO 
_SONAS: — 





SAT OVO) 


MARIE'S CHILDREN 
COMMON THRILL + MIKE PREVITI 
__TOMMY DEMPSEY _ 


jon 


RUBIKO 
STOIC * DRINKFIST + HALOBURN 
ADRENOKROME 


MUSIC BEGINS AFTER DINNER 21+ 
THURSDAY - THE DEBUTANTES, THE SHILLS 
FRIDAY - LATIN WITH GIAN CARLO BUSCAGLIA 
SATURDAY - SOUL1E4 UAH 
SUNDAY - CENTRAL SQ HAY RIDE-KING MEMPHIS 
MONDAY - CELLO CHIX 


TUESDAY - THE SNOW LEOPA: 
MONA ELLIOTT FROM td VICTORY AT SEA) 


R ee PPE 


LON TOP « 
ANIMAL Shir DELIVERY ° o RITUAL 


Jas DOOR 


EMERG ac he, 


8:30 bi DOORS 





9 EM 
RAZORLIGHT, THE FEATURES 
HUGO, THE MIDNIGHT COLLECTIVE 
ORDINARY K, ELECTRIC DONKEY 
THE SREAKFAST, PROJECT 1.9 
SAM BIGELOW, SPACECAKE 
THE CHAINLETTER, THE CRUMB: 


DANKO JONES, THE VERSHOK 

A WISH FOR FIRE, SPECIMEN 37 

SKOPE MAGAZINE SHOWCASE 

KIERAN RIDGE BAND, JOINT CUSTODY 

LABB, SIK DAY SLIDE (CD RELEASE) 
faa THE SKELS, SUSPECT DEVICE 

DREAMCHILD (CD R 


KOOL G RAP 
OVM + SAVIN ILL + E3 
RADIX * LATIA LA ROCK 
SPONSORED BY AWKWARD ENTERTAINMENT 


"BSQUN PTS 


UR LIVE 
TOUR 





01/20 - THE HUMAN MARVELS 
03/02 - THE TOASTERS 
4/21 - MELT BANANA 


STRING THEORY, MOTHERSEAT 
MLC HIP HOP CONFERENCE 
LUCIA LIE (CD RELEASE) 
0127 SECRET MAGHINES, MOVING UNITS 
O1A8&a9 STEVE KIMOCK BAND 
aj30 TOMMY STINSON 


afi , DAMONE, THE DAMN PERSONALS 
G2A2 JIMCARROLL, BLING KONG 
ape BRETT ROSENBERG (CD RELEASE) 


SUN ~ BELLY DANCING W/GARABED 

MON - OPEN MIC NIGHT 

TUE - NOCHE MEXICANA W/ GUSTAVO & ANDRES 
WED - D) AL! WITH FEATURED BELLY DANCERS 
THU - PETE COURTNEY (FROM IRELAND) 
FRI genet 
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Abbey Lounge 
3 Beacon Street 
Inman Square 
“mmm Somerville, MA 02143 


Chek «= 617-441-9631 
Abbeylounge.com 


ABBBY LOURGE 


FRI DEC 31 
ABBEY LOUNGE 2005 
NEW YEARS EVE BASH 

BEEFY DC 

CLOCK STIKES TEN 


FRI JAN 7 & SAT JAN 8 
GENTLEMEN 


All Shows 21+ 


OverDraucnt 


NEW YEAR’S EVE 
THE UPPER CRUST 

NEW YEAR’S EVE BALL 
WITH THE WORLDS 
GREATEST SINNERS- 
ADVANCE TICKETS 
AVAILABLE 


SATURDAY JAN | 
BOSTON’S BIGGEST, 
BADDEST AMERICANA 
SERIES HOSTED BY 

THE BURNING COLONELS 
AND TOM HAGGERTY 


THURSDAY JAN 6TH 
ASECT 


CAMBRIDGE ST. 
RIGHT OUTSIDE INMAN SQ. 


DART BOARD 
© 1/2 PRICE APPETIZER M+F 4PM-7PA 
© DAILY SPECIALS 
© 4 BOTTLE MOLSON BUCKET $8.00 
¢ $2.50 BUD DRAFT 
© DRINK SPECIAL DARK & STORMY S400 
e LARGE SCREENTV FORALL = % 
FOOTBALL & SPECIAL EVENTS 


24 BEERS ON TAP 


877CaMeridGe St.. Cameridce 
WWW.tHeOverprauGHtPus.comM 
BOOKING: MFDOVerDrauGHteHotmail.com 


617.868.3221 





> LISTINGS 


Continued from page 17 
METROPOLIS, Providence, RI. “In 
dustry,” uplifting house and dance an 
thems, with DJ Rick Naples 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
Ketman, Zoo 88, Letterday, Saving Al- 
catraz 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, 
Mike Barrett 


Boston 


O’BRIEN’S, Allston. Thungs, Cars 
Can Be Blue, Evil Bill 

O’LEARY’S, Brookline. At 7:30 p.m., 
“Trish Music Session.” 

ORLEANS, Somerville. At 7 p.m 


‘Jazz Session.” 
OVERDRAUGHT PUB, 
“Americana Series” with 
Colonels, Tom Haggerty. 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. At 
6 p.m., “Celtica.” At 10 p.m., “Bump,” 
house music with DJs Demarkus Lewis, 
George Nessis 

PURPLE SHAMROCK, 
James McKenna Duo. 

THE RACK, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ 
Mike Janedy. 

REDLINE, Cambridge. At 10 p.m., 
“Dubby Sunday” with DJ Brynmore. 
RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Action 
Sunday” Punk, garage, and rock with 
Dinos & Amy. 

SISSY K’S, Boston. Greg Luttrell 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Ronan 
“Fluffy” Quinn 

TOAST, Somerville. “Brazilian Night.” 
TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. At noon, 


Cambridge 
Burning 


Boston 


“Sunday Brunch” with Lee Childs 
Group. At 8 p.m., Bobby Keys Trio 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston 


Thur, 12/30 SOUL LOW @ 7:0! 
BRIAN O'CONNELL 


wu AT OF OH MMMM 
“NICK AT NIGHT” 


NIKULYDIN 


W/ GUESTDJ'S AMMON EP & DINO 


Fri. 12/31 NEW YEAR’S EVE 
* NO SOUL LOW SHOW TONIGHT * 


FOOLED BY APRIL 


THE LINCOLN CONSPIRACY 


Sat. 1/1/05 SOUL LOW @ 7:00 - FREE! 
t.b.a. 


AT 9:30"H Mmm HM 
START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT! 


PHILHARMONIC 


GATO MALO ORCHESTRA 


Sunday 1/2 


LIZARD POETRY 
THE SLAM @7 THE JAM @9 


Mon. 1/3 DOORS AT @ 7:00 - FREE! 


num AT 10:00 “MMMM 


SARA SWEET AND LITTLE JOE’S 


Tues. 1/4 eg nyse Va 7:00 - FREE! 


Mo oa mE ee MMM Mm mm 


INSTANT SOUL 


Wed. 1/5 SOUL LOW @ 7:00 - FREE! 
w/ JABE BEYER 


wen AT O30: FREES«#¥ 


ADVANCE TIX AVAIL. AT 
WWW.VIRTUOUS.COM 


617-547-0759 





Your sax 
player blows. 


x 





617-859-3300 
Find a band or find a bandmate. 
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“International Night” with DJs Nino 
Antoine, Giulano, and Giovanni 
VAPOR, Boston. “T-Dance,” old schoo 
house with DJ Danae 
VENU, Boston 
night with DJ Adilsor 
VERTIGO, Boston. Caribbean and 
World Beat with DJ Deville 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. At 4 p.m., 
Jazz Jam Session’ with Jason Palmer 
Trio. At 9 p.m., Wally’s Stepchildren 
WONDER BAR, Allston. Johnny 
Horner/Joe McMahon Trio featuring 
Barry Ries 


ZUZU, Cambridge 
@ MONDAY 3 


See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 

AN TUA NUA, Boston. 
goth & industrial 

AXIS, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Static,” 
Gay night drag show with DJ Adilson 
BELL IN HAND TAVERN, Boston 
“Tommy’s Jam Session.” 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Armen 
BOSTON ROCKS, Boston. “Martini 
Mondays.” 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB, Jamaica 
Plain. “Sonic Ginger,” down tempo 
lounge and dub with DJs Martini and 
Ah Dub 

BROTHER JIMMY’S BBQ, Cam- 
bridge. At 9 p.m., “Blues Jam.” Tous- 
saint & the Liberation Band 
THE BURREN, Somerville 
Room: At 10 p.m., 


King Memphis 


“Ceremony,” 


Front 
Traditional Irish 


Music.” 
CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
8 p.m Geoff Bartley’s Open Mic At 


9:30 p.n Tom Bianchi. Kissers 


CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NAT- 
ICK, Natick olk & Bluegrass Open 
Mic” with Centre Streeters 
CHARLIE’S KITCHEN, 
Junius, Guillermo Sexo, Sleeping Girl 
Drowning, Fire Ant 

CHOPPIN’ BLOCK PUB, Boston. At 
9:30 p.m., “Jazz Jam Session” with 
Marianne Solivan 

DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Nate 
Watkins 

ENCORE, Boston. Clara Lofaro Quartet 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline. House and acid 
jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe 
GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. “Irish 
Seisiun.” 
HENNESSY’S, Boston 


Cambridge 


Joe Carson 


LES ZYGOMATES, Boston. Steven 
Spungin 
MATT MURPHY’S, Brookline. Timo 


MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 
UV Protection, Shore Leave, Fallout 
Countdown, Bottom of the Hudson, 
Piles. Corner: “Open Mic” with Roger 
Nicholson. 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge. 
“kit pod tunes.” 
O’BRIEN’S, Allston. Tom 
Imrie, Mistakes. 
O’CONNOR’S, Boston. 
Brothers 

PARADISE LOUNGE, Boston. At 
7:30 p.m., “Open Mic” with James 
Cleare 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
“Makka Mondays,” Hip-Hop and Reg- 
gae with DJs Voyager :01, Uppercut, 
and Blackfinger 

PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. Scott 
Damgaard 

THE RACK, Boston 
Mike Janedy. 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge 
Wax.” 

SISSY K’S, Boston 
TOAST, Somerville 
TOP OF THE HUB, Boston 
Keys Trio 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cam 
bridge. “The Other Side of the Bear” 
with Kevin Griffin 
VAPOR, Boston. “P 
with Michelle Curry. 
VERTIGO, Boston. “The Movement,” 
deep house, house, and progressive 
with DJ Eric Santangelo 
WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. 
& the Special Blend 
WONDER BAR, Allston. Johnny 
Horner/Joe McMahon Trio featuring 
Barry Ries 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
9 p.m., Todd Brunel & the Vortex, Anul 
Nou. At 10 p.m., “The Fringe” with George 
Garzone, John Lockwood, Bob Gullotti. 
ZUZU, Cambridge. Cello Chix. 


@ TUESDAY 4 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses. 

AN TUA NUA, Boston, At 104p,m., 
“Lushlife” '80s night® 

ARIA, Boston. “One Natién Tuesdays,” 
hip-hop, R&B, and reggae, with DJ 
Chubby Chub: 

AXIS, Boston. At 7 p.m., Rise Against, 
Explosion, Wilhelm Scream, Most Pre- 
cious Blood. 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ “Easy 
on the Eyes” Carrie. 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Front 
Room: At 10 p.m., “Traditional Ifrish 
Music.” Back Room: At 7 p.m., “Open 
Mic” with Hugh McGowan 

CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. Up- 
stairs: At 8 p.m., “Bluegrass Picking Party.” 


Thumb, 


Gannon 


At 10 p.m., DJ 
“Weekly 
Justin Beech 


“Industry Night.’ 
Bobby 


iano Open Mic” 


Jose Ramos 


| 





DJ SHALAKO spins at Redline on New Year’s Eve. 


At 10 p.m., Steep Canyon Rangers. Down- 
stairs: At 9 p.m., “Bluegrass Picking Party.” 
CLUB 58, Quincy. “Classic Rock Tues- 
day” with Shovelhead 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge 
Mic” with Cathy Schumer 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Pat 
Funk 

EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Indus- 
try Night” Hip-hop and R&B with DJ 
Sunone. 

ENCORE, Boston. Bobby Femino. 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline. House and acid 
jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe 


“Open 


THE EXCHANGE, Boston. Uncle 
Trouble. 

GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Dave 
Leeb 

HENNESSY’S, Boston Scott 
Damgaard 

IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. “Payback 


Tuesday” with DJs Soul Clap, Randy 
Deshaies, and Ryan Kick. 
JOHNNY D’S, Somerville 
MacLean 


Laura 


THE KELLS, Allston. “Lounge Night.” 
LES ZYGOMATES, Boston. Rusty 
Scott Quartet. 

MATT MURPHY’S, Brookline. “Public 
House.” 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 


Ascendancy, Teratism, Down the Drain, 
Dissector, Leukorrhea. Corner: “Noche 
Mexicana” with Gustavo & Andres 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge. 
“Sensitive Hand.” 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. Karaoke 
with Rickie McLean 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, Boston. 
“Texas Hold’em Tuesday.” 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
‘Lot 36,” Latin house with DJ J.C 
O’BRIEN’S, Allston. “Bottlerocket” 
with DJs Purp, Clay N. Ferno, and Mao 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
“Deep Tones” with DJ Tym Ryan. 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. DJ 
Dana Z 

THE RACK, Boston. At 6 p.m., 
work Jazz.” At 10 p.m., DJ Ricky. 
REGATTABAR, Cambridge. Bad Plus 
RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Eaves 
Drop” listening party. 

SISSY K’S, Boston. Stu Sinclair. Up- 
stairs: “In the Biz Hospitality Night,” 
top 40 and popular dance, with DJ Ra- 
mu. 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Bob 
Nieske Trio 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cam- 
bridge. Seduce the Enemy, Nobody’s 
Heroes, Baker. 

VAPOR, Boston. “Retro Night” 
DJs Danae afd Michael Sheehan. 
VENU;* Boston» “Mynt,” international 
sounds-with DJ Adilson: 

VERTIGO,. Boston, ,“Defmatch” elec- 
tro-backbeat with DJs. 
WALLY’S ° CAFE, Boston. 
Stepchildren. . 
WONDER BAR, Allston. Rusty Scott 
& Mike MeKenna Trio. 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., “Zeitgeist Coffeehouse” with 
Joe Ball. 

ZUZU, Cambridge. 
Mona Elliot. 


@ WEDNESDAY 5 
See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 


“After- 


with 


Wally’s 


Snow Leopards, 


BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey. 
BRASSERIE JO, Boston. At 
8:30 p.m., Jon DeLucia Trio. 
BRAVO@THE MFA, Boston. Ron 
Poster. 

BREEZEWAY BAR & GRILLE, Rox- 
bury. Jeff Felder. 
CANTAB LOUNGE, 
“Candy’s Blues Jam.” 
CAPRICE, Boston. At 9 p.m., 
saint. 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Live Wire Lounge” 
with Valhalla Kittens 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Carolyn 
Hester. 

COMMON GROUND, Alliston. Adam 
Ezra Band. 

COYOTE GRILLE, Cambridge. 
Luttrell. 

DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. 
Music Schmusic. 

ENCORE, Boston. Stacy Baker & Brian 
Nash. 

THE ENORMOUS ROOM, Cam- 
bridge. “Galactic Fractures” deep funk 
and rare groove with DJ PJ Gray. 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline. House and acid 
jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe. 


Cambridge. 


Tous- 


Greg 


EVOS ARTS, Lowell. “Open Mic 
Night.” 
THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Explode 


Wednesday” with DJ Luca. 
THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, 
Boston. “Rat Pack Karaoke.” 


GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Scott 
Damgaard. 

HENNESSY’S, Boston. Mystics. 
IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. “Release 
Wednesday” with DJ Kelvin. 
JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. Bird 


Mancini, Arthur Nasson 

THE KELLS, Allston. “Get Over the 
Hump” hip-hop, house, and dance with 
DJ Doc. 

LES ZYGOMATES, Boston. Leo Blan- 
co 

MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Crypt,” goth 
synthpop and industrial with DJ Chris 
Ewen, and “System,” electro industrial 
trance power-noise with DJ Hellraiser. 
METROPOLIS, Providence, RI. UK 
progressive, tribal, techno, and deep 
house with DJs Hoska and Cliff. 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 
Medina Sod, Michelangelo, These 
Thieves. 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge. 
Tyler Wood Duo. 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. “The 
Basement” punk, new wave, dark 
wave, and ’70s New York Style with DJ 
Boo Boo. 

MURPHY’S LAW, South Boston. 
“Acoustic Open Mic” with Jon Titone. 
NEWS, Boston. At 5:30 p.m., DJ Jay 
Prouty. 

O’BRIEN’S, Allston. American Car, 
Motherjackson, Sunset Is a Battle, 
Clampede. 

ORLEANS, Somerville. 
with DJ Mona. 
PARADISE LOUNGE, Boston. 
native Roots” with Zero Four. 
PA’S LOUNGE, Somerville. Kissers. 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. 
House music and techno with DJs 
Caseroc, Chris Barnes. 

THE PLACE, Boston. Diana Karthas. 
THE PLAYGROUND, Cambridge. 
“Open Mic.” 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Bad 


“Slow Mo” 


“Alter- 





Art Ensemble 
PRAVDA 116, 
with DJs Alex & 
Lounge” with DJ JC 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, 
Gross 

Q, Boston. “Violations.” 
THE RACK, Boston. At 6 p.m., 
work Jazz.” At 10 p.m., DJ Ricky 
RAMROD, Boston. “Twitch: new 
wave, goth, industrial with DJ Mac 
REDLINE, Cambridge. NPG Allstars. 
REGATTABAR, Cambridge. Bad Plus 
REMINGTON’S, Boston. At 
8:30 p.m., Al Vega Trio, Johnny Souza. 
RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Primitive 
Sounds: American Blues, Gospel, Roots.” 
RYLES, Cambridge. At 9 p.m., Jean- 
Marie Corrois Band. 

SERAFINA, Concord. At 6:30 p.m., 
Paul Broadnax, Nathalie Marsh 
SOPHIA’S, Boston. “Live Salsa.” 
SUGAR SHACK, Boston. Hip-hop and 
top 40 with DJ Ren Justice. 

TAZZA, Providence, RI. Marwood. 
TOAST, Somerville. “Gay Night.” 
TOMMY DOYLE’S, Cambridge. 
“Open Mic” with Will Daily. 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Bob 
Nieske Trio. 
TRATTORIA IL 
“Greek Night.” 
T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cam- 
bridge. Kay Hanley, Scamper, Grande- 
volution. 

VAPOR, Boston. Latino night with DJ 
Adilson 

VERTIGO, “Anitya,” psy- 
trance with DJs Dino, Mathwin, and 
Dave Henshaw with special guests 
WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Wally’s 
Stepchildren 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Leo Blanco 
ZUZU, Cambridge. Eli Paperboy 


@ THURSDAY 6 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 

AN TAIN, Boston. At 5 p.m., DJ Keith. 
AN TUA NUA, Boston. At 9 p.m., 
“College Night” with DJ G. 

ARIA, Boston. NYC hip-hop with guest 
DJs. 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Hot & 
Heavy Thursday” with DJ Caprice. 
THE AVENUE, Alliston. At 7 p.m., 
“Acoustic Pop” with Will Daly. At 
9 p.m., “Dance Your Ass Off” DJ Hoff. 
AXIS, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ Nailz, 
Tasty & Taner K spinning vocal and 
progressive house 

BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester. 
80s and today with DJ Scorch. 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey. 
BLUESTONE BISTRO, Brighton. 
“Open Mic.” 

BOSTON ROCKS, Boston. At 5 p.m 
“After Work Thursday.” 

BRAVO@THE MFA, Boston. Ron 
Poster. 

BREEZEWAY BAR & GRILLE, Rox- 
bury. Serious Bizness. 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury. 
R&B and commercial dance with DJ 
George. 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Front 
Room: At 10 p.m., “Traditional Irish 
Music.” Back Room: At 10 p.m., Swing- 
ing Johnsons. 

BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston. 
“Absolute,” house & trance with DJ 
Stezo. 

CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. 
Groove Authority. 

CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Non Stop Video 
Show” with VJ Tom Yazbek. 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Thirsty Thursday” 
with Hot Like Fire, DJ Bird. 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Charlotte 
Kendrick & Amelia White. 

COMMON GROUND, Allston. “Love 
Night,” ’80s, all vinyl with DJ Brian. 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, 
Brighton. “Chart & Dance” with DJ Doc. 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. GBD 
Band. 

EKCO LOUNGE, Boston. “Red Vel- 
vet,” with DJs Geespin and Master Jay. 
EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Latin 
Lounge,” with DJ JC. 

ENCORE, Boston. Michelle Currie. 
THE ENORMOUS ROOM, Cam- 
bridge. Hip-hop with DJs Hua Hsu and 
Cchay. 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline. House and acid 
jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwen- 
berghe. 

EVOS ARTS, Lowell. “Second World 
Reggae Lounge” with Lady Lee & Mang 
Dub. 

THE EXCHANGE, ‘Boston, “Heaven & 
Hell,” house and hip-hop with DJs 
Chaos, Mr. Aru. 

FELT, Boston. “Liquid” with DJs Chris 
DeSimone & Jynx. 

GREAT SCOTT, Allston. Chinese 
Stars, Stylex, Night Rally, KarlHeinz. 
GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. Jon Fred- 
erik Band. 

GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Spitting 
Vinnies. 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. 
“Throwdown Thursday” Hip-hop, reg- 
gae, R&B with DJ Dubz and 40D. 
HANNAHW’S, Somerville. Reggae and 
house with guest DJs. 

HENNESSY’S, Boston. Me & Julio. 


Boston. Global house 
Felix and “Latin 


Boston. Peter 


‘After 


PANINO, Boston. 


Boston 
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617.974.9111 


Ate /minute 


- Men, ty us $ free using code 7130 
er 4.825. MAEVE 


SEDER ER EES ES TEPER: Se EEE. Bl Sn. SEEN 


| NighiTne | 


LIWE.L OCR. Cora 
meesomeonetonight.com 


Chat Free all day. Join with cash, check-by-phone or phone bill. 24h cust. service: 1(800}4 19-3388. Brought to you by Nationwide Services LLC. 18+ 


THRILL* 
SEEKERS 


Boston’s only Chatline 
for Thrillseekers! 


117.245.1052 


FREE Thrills using code 7136 


Men! Try our instant access 900 connection: 1.900.329.7866 $1.49/min. 


24 hour customer service available. Brought to you by Nationwide 900 Services, LLC. Adults only please. 


liy Mobile Hookup FREE! Text the werd HOOKUP ta SFREE [53733] 


* Erotic Asian Dolls 

e Hot Ebony Babes 

* Sexy Transsexuals 

« Fem/Dom Worship 

\% e Real College Coeds 

pay ¢ Sexy Nude models 
e a° 40+ 50+ Ladies 


Call NOW! 
617.475.9000 
508.713.0000 


enter code: 170 


Or call toll-free at: 
1.877.LAVALIFE (528.2543) 


80 MIN FOR $20 FOR FIRST-TIME alt} 


LAVALIFE USERS.* : 
ON Sen gan Ren aen unas 
ALWAYS FREE' FOR WOMEN Whiere singles click* 


Click at a Flick www.lavalife.com/flick 
*Special promotion only through customer service. 18+. tCarrier charges may apply. 


B) Hapocone 
«LIVE 1-ON-1 


1-800 
990-2625 


99 
. 0 


(code3300) 
181-860-7385 


STRICTLY HOT SEX 
WILD LOCAL DATELINE 


1-888-599-DATE 


HOOK UP TONIGHT! 


eriklalkitopliadies 


550: 


Men Call: 
1-617-976-TALK<« 
1-800-399-KISS « 


Ladies Call FREE! 
1-800-991-TALK 


p19" 





WATIOWAL oe '<2ng'o cr 
DATELINE irc frtceacesve chat 
Leave messages 
_ Get messages 


800-395-7525 
SecretPhoneFantasy.com 
First Time 

( aller Ss 
Half Price 


15 Min-$25.95 
30 Min-$36.95 


| Gredit Cards or 
' Pre-Pay By 
Mail 


3 
! ors h 


Who’s Waiting for You? 
MEN for MEN 


Boston - om 
617-848-1677 f. = 
781-850-0066 ; 
978-513-2411 

401-427-2299 

646-507-5564 

Other Loc 

1-800-777- 


\ACTION! 


|" NO CONNECT FEE! 


ity 


OVER 10,000 MOVIES 
NO MEMBERSHIPS! NO MONTHLY FEES! 


Gtote/lovies.com 


THE DOMINANT INSTITUTE 
=— ee 


a 
we 
Mh 


#4 ADULT “2 P 
INTERNET WEBSITE! Ce 


: 
¢ 


hey si | 


HOTTEST 


Live Phone Session 


1-800-DOM-subm 


Sincere, Discreet Lifestyle 
Dominatrix and Submissives Specializing in Every Fetish 
$54.99/half hour session 
All Major Credit/Debit Cards 


300 
in” movies 
STARS sTupios 


The Instant Replay 


1334 Main St. Waltham, MA 02451. 781-647-3390 


From Current to Classics 


Large selection of adult DVD & VHS 
Used tapes from $5.00 to $14.95 
We Buy & Sell Used DVD & VHS 


* Hardcore 
& * Foreign Bondage tapes 
% Pe * Classic buy 1 get 1 FREE 
"Desiree * Gay/Lesbian 


Cousteau. and many more... 


e LARGE SELECTION OF RENTALS 


Bring this AD in & Receive $2.00 off any 
NMEN’S ROOM 


DVD or Tape above $9.88 
BOSTON’S HOOK-UPS 


Hot, Hard & 
Ready For Action 


1-617-976-9000 V 
Always Live, Always Hot | 
QUICKIES 


Flori, Ry 
7 min. $12 15 min, $22 on Me's Deut 


PHONE Sex 
WE HAVE fees 
IT ALL 


Women 
18-60 years 
and Shemaies. 
Regular Sex, Domination, 
ALL FETISHES BIZARRE 
TO EXTREME. 
Nothing forbidden. 
1-95 


Visa, MC, (i039 
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NAUGHTY 
LOCAL GIRLS! 
Want To Get Nasty With You! 


Boston's Hottes 
Live Talk Line 
l-617-976-eeee 


Ladies Call FREE 


|-800-265-LIVE 
(5483) 


| 69¢ For HOT B & D Action 
iB | =) V4 WA 1 0 0 @) 


Exotica, 
ZONE 


Over 70 zones of content" 


connect with 


| y { : j 


@ Origin. 18+ Customer service 600-440-8080 
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BOSTON‘SLOCAL DATELINE 


' CASU Ute INTIMATE « JUST FUN 


ISO top master Desire to bury face in c*ck ISO sweet butt | 
Fantasy play mpage dnl sei pags neared olga Sb genre bo sptalp dey CALL 
jetting naked at your place, mutual JO ISO 65-75yo. mpany. Box 49871 (x 
x Chris Malden area 44y 11” Take my teeth out < AWAY 


Rox 61 


Hot hungry deep throat on Cape 


e Italian stud with bulge in Levis 


it ear Bottom into ass play. 
No conversation yO. BOX Tot 1 61 a 
18yo BM. 7587 


ISO agg boy. 
BM for submissive bottom 
Feet first y di Vi 48y 8" 140lbs goatee 
+e Uns Ve f*ck buddy love to “ck C°Ck ok Ds 1° ® ISO Asian TV TS CD. = 
: 617-374-3113 earte. Box 71327 on e0 40yo S Shore 6'4" 230Ibs br/br attractive GET 
’ ome 2 guys S Shore. Aes ae , Fr (SICA RAMCa, co “tr Theme kc aac 
eyes, x, " " ws cy sabi ; Bost , ‘ ey daytime nm KUp th 4 yor guys, | Ipies a a please lu. Asiar hinese atin all a+. ” SOME 
iG if very anxious to meet a pationt; "74 Hot 2 hook. 43137 xp 2/14) "180 hairy top 
e(Or isten to ads tee open, sincere friend or friend(s) wy 7 962 it yee inn ee Maial heat. 11” brét tache goatee hairy chest pierced 
= ie i WM 51yo N Shore , can have company after nips 180lbs 6 cut bottom guy ikg4 he ish & 
: o ees ——— we nts, Ikq4 25 ot 1 goth agar top guy for mutua body TODAY 
le 8g 4 ue ot ity r5'6" 6 ¥ cut want (xp 2/2¢ ont - t Gaon fg f nower, love 
me over, get naked, stick your 
aR 





Brazilian fantasy 


k Downtown newbie 


Try Fl FF , Lonely in Leominster 


nutual head Box 648 


ante 1S0 hot mouth. 


(code:2222) 
781-861-110 


Box 57S dink 6yo Worcester County ikg2 travel party play, Quincy BJs 
Beg 2s ck - total top ka4 hot bottom w/hot mout BOX GUYS Over 
ake me kK ht *ck. even if 61541 (xp 2/27 i*ck in 


To listen and respond call 617 976 7587 
and enter box $ 8622, calls cost $2.89/min. 18+ 


p 


Ay right. se ay i: Bi bottoms wanted. J or lat ys. Box 2290 
kg4 bi guys in Boston 30-40s v are oral M/F couple Cambridge area 
Soy Are a af tek nk et dy, Bottoms. come to my place in Boston to service Man eari woman late 20s, both open- die calls cost $2.69/min 18+ 


Vian arly 


share fetish wime. ___ Suckfest 
ea =e ; tought ea off Rt 24. Box Raw, rough, dirty - Me 
ee Ma es ISO top who's a good f*ck. nauncn, KINK, DOOM IKg4 Cominant tops, Dears Exotica + 
IO fem bottom Top 35y )” 165lbs br/br goat tache daddys who like it wild reet d/d free slim ZONE 
Mike B br/br top guy Ikg4 submissive ' | ve t ta guy into se a°s play. Boston N or 
tine bottom who likes to dress up, have fu net 34 ples eas ABYC Box 18587 (x 4 Over.70 zones of, content" 
tr K O49/7 (XP 9 who ca t near T, 15lk ight max, § Shore oral pleasure a 
Smooth nod. ike watching porn rough f*cking getting s*cked 52yo GWM Braintree/Quincy area 4 mutual or 
3° 190K th body naking tplay. B xp pie € ¥ ) 
ut thick. Box 90471 (xp 3/11 Lkg2 get h*le eaten. aked and s*ck each other. Box 85481 (2/13) 
Lkg4 — ee jyo, 5'11", 165lbs, br/br, good-lkg lean toned, Shaved head top guy 4 jock type. 


GAY ° Bl « LESBIAN Dateline 


BOX Xf host n 


ISO heavy aus. Boston. Box 16541 (xt Box 9 xt 
175lbs smooth |kg4 stocky Medical role play Bottom pig 


Boston 

(617) 423.6666 

sYgeled ¢cols MEAL WALA 
Framingham (508) 6¢ 
Lowell (978) 856.085 t er g maee ere ‘a 
Peabody (978) 854.0854 oe nach mo : "Asha ise musouar Pum gy ns someone wo We viorcestr eas ino mnt exe ecram= e 
Providence (401) 738.7788 me bars cubs in Peabody had someone N Shore pom gets"ched of, Norecirocationnecessan with me! 
free code 3733 oston area. Lig 


Bi taian Boston ; FOCE aS 
Sks gray hair & large c*ck K foade \K 
Look 900d in n Speed, Vike WM good-lkg good Fun & friendship 50+ 


Lkg4 LTR with built S Shore c*ck s*cker. 
Burlington bedwetter Concord NH takes care of younger guy. 


Meet online FREE! 





> 


Se 
| 
i 


om 


Enjoy the “Cadillac” of Lap Dances 
Less Than an Hour from Boston. 


Discrete ‘ Up-Close “ Very Nude New England’s Best Adult Entertainment Services! 
MILD to WILD! 
BYOB In your face at your place! 
Bring your own Beer, Bottles or Bubbly Guaranteed Attractive Female & Male Performers for all occasions 
No party too small! - One hour door to door! 


Sunday Tailgate Party The Hottest 1 &2 Girl Shows! 
Big, Big Screens - Big FREE Buffet - Nude Cheerleaders 4 800 3 00 6787 


4 strippersnetwork.com 
>" a se attractive talent always welcome 
Come See Our Sister Club: z= S$? = 
in The Mood For Nude! 


Satin Doll ow Check the rest we have the best competitive prices 


ln Down town Provi ( ence — 7 Bays : Week 7 agree mere rm : : 
, whlennncaheeretendmr For real life horny stories 

39 Aborn St. 361 Charles St . Providence, Ri check out 

401-274-245] 401-521-SHOW (7469) Talk Dirt Cin Erosphere) 


GENTLEMAN'S CLUB /BACHELOR PARTY VENUE 


1-877-4-DESIRE 


THE STAFF OF DESIRE 
WOULD LIKE TO WISH EVERYONE 
A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS 
NEW YEAR! 


eneun 1 Franklin SQ. Providence RI (401) 274-5560 « Junction of Eddy St & Allens Ave BUSES & 
PARKING 95 South Exit 19 - Bear Right Onto Allens Ave, 500 Feet, Right Hand Side. 95 North Exit 18 - LIMOS 


Left at Bottom of Exit, 2 Miles on the Right. 





review 


www. TheEroticReview.com 
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escort reviews 


Everything you'll need - all in one package. 


sitereviews — discussion boards 


live chat 


service guides 





video chat 








BostonAdultDirectory.com 


Advertisers: Call for our latest SPECIALS! 888-737-0469 


Providing 100% Free Access to: Escorts, Strippers, TS, Massage, Independents and More... 


Adult Classified 





Fantasy/Fetish 


Lady Kencra 
Torture/Sensual Correc 
Elaborately equipped 1400 
st w/private playrooms/X dress 
salon. Near Bos/NH/Worc. Now 
available in Providence by appt 


www.ladyKendra.net 


617-576-8826. 
MAXIM’S 


Modeling, Fantasies 


Role Playing 


Erotic 


tion 
‘ 


ngerie 


Fetishes 


508-753-3796 


MISTRESS KATANA 
LE’ 
Sensual B&D, ¢t 
straints, chains & 
es. Cross dressers 
right outside of Boston 
space. Beginners welcome 
www.mistresskatanale.com 


781-632-7362 


MOPARS 
Phone Fantasy 


Boston Hottest Sex Talk! 
1-800-811-4048 
1-900-263-9666 

Horny Housewives 
1-800-786-0397 
1-800-809-1597 

Intimate Connections 
1-800-264-DATE (3283) 
From .69c to $2.98/min18+ 


ndage, fe- 
whips, fetisn 
cated 
Great 


Boston's Best Dating Choice 
Listen and Record ads FREE! 
781-860-7441 Free code 6200 


CALL AMBER 


want to hear all your dirty little 
secrets 
1.888.825.8860 


www.amberstantasyphone.com 


18+, CC, $1.99/min 


College Girls Gone 
Wild. 


Phone sex with kinky sorority 
girls. MacKenzie 


1-888-855-7659 


www.sororityrowphonesex.com 


Curious Lifestyles Meet 
Other Bi Singles Listen and 
Record Ads Free 
781-860-7441 Free code 7000 


Don't Tell My Husband! 
Wanna Play? Wild Times 
Await 781-860-7383 
Use Free code 6000 


Experience Caitlin 
The 8th Wonder of the World 
www .forbiddenphonesex.com 
1 Cc 


1-800-570-7660 
GAY PHONE SEX!!! 


Chat live with horny guys 
tonight! $1.99/min 


1-900-407-8884 


Holiday Special 
Phone Sex 
20 minutes $25, 18+, CC 
Abi 1-888-644-0544 
Carrie 1-877-928-8938 


NTIMATE CONNECTIONS 
1-800-805-TALK 
(8255) 


REAL HORNY GIRLS 
1-800-251-4414 


1-900-329-0900 
THE MEN'S ROOM 


1-800-618-STUD 
(7883) 


From $.69 to $1.99/min 
18+ 


LOCAL BI- 


GUYS 
Call 617-848-1677 
800-777-8000 


free with code 6718 


> a) Cae 


ZONE 


Over 70 zones of content" 


come play 
with me! 


Masturbation slut? 
We can help 
1-888-780-4998 


www.redhotphone.com 


Must be 18+, Looking for a red- 


head 


Meet Your Match Romantics 
and Soul Mates Local Singles 
Find Each Other by Phone 
781-861-1101 Free code 7100 


More Swingers than Austin 
Power's Movie Meet them by 
Phone. It’s FREE to listen 
781-860-7384 Free code 5400 


PUSH A BUTTON 
Get a Girl 
Enter FREE code 5559 


617-848-1661 
800-210-1010 


Santa’s Fantasy 
Players 
1-888-353-1110 
Sarah 
1-888-266-1466 


Savanah 
20 minutes $25, 18+, CC 


Seeking telephone 
slaves!! 
For Mistress 


Must be 18+ with CC, $1.99/ 


min 


Jade 1-800-445- 
8750 
Robin 1-866-641- 
5155 
Jill 1-888-888-2607 


Catt 


SEXSOUNDS 
HEAR THESE 
HORNY SLUTS BEG 
FOR MORE! 


1-888-281-4506 

Real life recordings of gang 
bangs in action 

Only 99 cents per min 

All major credit cards accepted 
Call 1-888-281-4506 now! 


SIZZLING HOT PHONE TALK 
1-800-785-2833 
1-900-263-96*5 


From $2.50/min 18+ 


SOMETHING FOR 
EVERYONE 


Browse and Respond FREE! 
Gay & Bi 617-423-6666 
Straight 617-338-9990 
Free Code 6554, 18+ or 

www.MegaMates.com 


Strictly SEX! No Games, No 
Committment Just Sex. 
Record and Listen to ads free 
781-860-7385 Free code 7300 


Talk is Cheap! 


Text “niki” to 24a $109 





WARNING 
NO TABOO ZONE 


Naughty housewives home 
alone 
www.letmommykissit.com 
18+CC 


1-800-819-2389 


Women at your 
Fingertips 
Enter FREE code 5559 
Boston 617-848-1661 


888-281-4506 


All major credit cards accepted 





XXX FANTASY 
PERSONAL XXX 
All lifestyles, kinks, Fetishes 
1-800-990-9377 
1-900-443-5222 
from 2.98/min 18+ 


You've Got Male!! Men Meet 
Boston Men! Listen to ads 
from others FREE Post your 
ad free 781-861-2040 
Use free code 5100 


2 P EE A. 
Strippers 


*Midnight 


Centerfolds* 
Bachelor/Bachelorette Par- 
Hes/Birihday Parties/Strip- 
o-Grams/Male & Female 
Strippers of all kinds. 


ippers. 
6904 or 774-229-6959, 


New England Strip 
RI, NH, CT, MA #1 provider. 
Male/female centerfold quality 
exotic dancers 
www.newenglandstrip.com 


1-800-299-8311. 


(Also hiring selectively) 


sie omnanmenree 
Adult Employment 


ATTENTION READERS 
Please be advised that some 
adult employment opportunities 
require. an up front investment 
and that employment is not 
guaranteed 


SSJOIN the BESTS$ 

If you are NOT making $500 + 
per day! PAID DAILY, VERY 
BUSY! Classy, Upscale # 1 in 
N.E. since 1978! Attractive Fe- 
males 18+ for All aspects of the 


Industry! Escorts |N/OUT-Ex- 
clusive Regulars! Female 
Owned ! Dancers, Casting, 


Models, Parties, Videos, Live 
Web/ Chat $$, No Exp/car nec; 
Flex Sched, Great for Students 
Drivers needed, Will train. For 
Discreet Int: call ANDREA 


(*82) 857-222-5410 


$100 to $300 + hr 
XES films. are — 
g=4 & pong gi 18 
Ger Pap. D CASH S SAME 
on. rh T, No fee to 
O exp. necessary: 
857 89 6032 or Toll- 
free 866-840-2501. For 


faster 1 email pic to 
preheat sie - 













Genet waste your tens wit 


te haar ora tod 4 
Driver's oo Needed 


www. 
617 695-1311 
ADULT PHONE 


Actresses wanted. 
Working from home. 
Call 1-508-457-5539. 


ATTN GIRLS 


New Female owned & operated 
agency hiring sophisticated, 
outgoing women for it’s upscale 
clientele. Excellent pay. No 
transportation needed. Great 
for College students 


617-335-5771 











FEMALE DANCERS 
EARN UP TO $800+/wk. Must 
be 18+. Flex hrs/No exp nec 
call Chris 


617-427-6514 


LADIES!!! 
Earn — $500'$2000/day!! 
Boston's premiere outcall 
service is looking tor beau- 
tiful _ Safe & profes- 


617- 7-695-1 1311 









Experience NeedediCo 4 








ee Back K Bay! New : 
canis only. etre 262 ous ae 





Nude House 


Cleaning 
MWF blonde, 5'2”, 120Ibs_ will 
clean your house in the nude. 
No pictures & No touching 
401-935-6157 
ginahh69 @ cox.net 





(! place 
all Erosphere Adult Personal 


call 617-859-3383 


WORK IN ADULT 
FILMS 


films-magazines-internet sites 
make money daily, no expri- 
ence all types and sizes. 

Call Network Productions, Inc 
11am- 4 pm EST 


1-800-605-7611 


XXX Retail 


TAMPA FLORIDA 
RESORT CONDOS 
Treasure Island Gulf View 
or clothes-optional Nudist 
Cafe-Bar-Gym-heated pools 
jacuzzis, Friendly Freedom 
www.FLParadise.net 
813-949-NUDE(6833) 
www.Bos.Barefriends.com 
888-610-5657 


TEDDY SHOES 
Outside Sales Representative 
Needed. Lucrative Business 
Opportunity, Minimum Invest- 
ment Required, Knowledge 
of Club Network Helpful. Please 
call Steve for Appointment 
617-547-0443 





XXX Web 


www.abstractphotography.net 
www.abusivebondage.com 
www.clips4sale.com 
www.MasterDragon.net 
www.PrincessKali.com 


www.bostonadultdirectory.com 
Providing 100% FREE access 
to: Escorts, Independents, 
Fetish, TS and More... 
FREE upgrades to First time 
clients. Escorts Call 
(888) 737-0469 


WWW.NEWENGLA 
NDSTRIP.COM 


1-800-299-8311 





SE HOOLSIOO pr br 
Wo KanyAdUltirilt Ss) 


XES FILMS. 
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['m Temporarily Yours 


Celebrating 20 Years in MA 
Open Dec. 24th, 25th, 31st & Jan Ist 


kK 
Honesty is our 
only policy 


(617) 
277- 
6605 


Premiere has & 
part time 
openings for 
escorts. 
Book Now & Have One of Our Models for that Special Party! 


To browse 
Erosphere Adult Personals 


call 61 7-976-7587 ($2.69/min., 18+) 


= Some college 


preferred, 
no exp. 


“necessary. No 


transportaion 
needed 
Cali Julia 


www.tempu.com 
Selectively Hiring!! 
1-800-698-8829 617-742-1608 
Season’s Greetings! 


GORGEOUS 


PETRA ERS IY 
PETITE SHEMALE 
Hot Hot Hot! 


Tv/TS a ftot tet 


*AALISA SEXIEST __""< Borigion Mae ible 
PRE-OP* 
Barbie Doll, 28 yo 36c-28-32 8 *82 61. 7-388. 9484 


DIN loc, Dom. X-dress, ll fant LAVINIA 
In/Out 24hrs 
- BRAZIL 
: — A BEAUTIFUL TS 
22yo Sweetie. Hot 100% un 


“ASIAN SHEMALE Raye Seecte. et 100% w 
Layla 22 5'5” S6C-25-36 very [OrQetaiNe. Q8C-es-C mg 
enchanted by Boston's best 
pretty sweet & soft spoken if Cal now 
you'd like a nice time please call 


617 594-2753 eal = 


15min North of Boston 
*A BARBIE-DOLL 
PRE-OP* 


*82-781-324-1419 
LISA ASIAN 
36C-29-36 8". 28yo blonde 
bombshell sex kitten. safe 
Gracaig Gorn. AA totehes 
& fantasies avi. irvoutcall, 

617-264-8896 


*Blonde Dutch Doll* 
| am a hot young sexy shemale 
who loves to please and domi- 
nate. My measurements are 34 
25 35 5’8 125 Ibs w/full C cup 
breasts. In calls, ask for Lisa 


774-644-0439 
MA/RI area. 


*HOT AMERICAN 


Bionde Transexual 
Sexy 25yr old Blonde 38D-26- 
36 7” w/beautiful smooth, soft 
skin + long shapely legs. Linge 
rie massage & all fantasies ful 
filled. Discreet Boston location 


617-267-5037 


NIGHTIME 
NOOKIE 


NOELIA PRE-OP 
Latin beauty w/ 9” of guaran 
teed pleasure. Private incall 
Hiring atractive female 


617-427-9996 


PRE-OP SANDRA 
Smooth Toned, Hard Bodied 
38DD-28-36 tong | Red Hair & a 
HUGE ? 


781 "724-4463 
PRECIOUS 


Sexy, exotic ASIAN shemale 
5'5", 120ibs 38DD-26-38 


617 839-3526 


SHE-MALE 
FANTASY 
Are you curious? Do you 
wanna go where you 
haven't been before. We'll 
fake u to that proce of 
dreams & fetish 
We feature your bi- uae 
shemales 


dancer.5'5",115ibs,34D-24- 
5 www.cocoshemale.com 
617 306-1256 


ASIAN TS 
WINDY 
5'5" 120Ibs 36DD-25-36 seek- 
ing men for those who need the 
best massage. Incall only 


617-593-2490 
CHARLENE 


Latin Pre-op is waiting for « 
citement. 5'7”. 125 Ibs 
36D-24-36 


617-254-9126 
DAISY PRE-OP 


Experienced. No attitude. Sexy 
sweet, Latina girl 


SPECIALIZING 
IN BEGINNERS 
617 288-2505 


BI-CURIOUS? 


Do VOU THINK YOU 
MIGHT BE BISEXUAL? 


Come toa FREE, confidential 
discussion group with other men 
that feel the same way you do, 


Second Tuesday of every month 
1-20 


| FENWAY COMMUNITY HEALTH 


7 Haviland St., Boston 


FOR MORE INFO CALL 


617-927-6032 


OR EMAIL 
bihealth@fenwayhealth.org 


dIfR REMOVE 


Escorts & TVs pdioe sid nl 


om SAIN CARE 


Waxing 
¢ Electrolysis 
* Facials 
Nail Care 


—_ 


Feel Beautiful All Over 


Convenient & Discreet Loca 
For More Info Call: 


OV-785-O303 
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Allston 
Somerville 


7-B1S-62 88 


Keeping you warm 
all winter long 





!'!1PRO MASSAGE 
SERVICE 


Our young Asian girls give 
you massage service. 
Different Feeling in 
QUINCY. 
10am-11pm. 7 days a week 


617-372-4199 


“A MALE 
ENCOUNTER” 


Sensual male to male massage 
by handsome muscular male 


617-782-4499 


“ASIAN 


CRYSTALS 
BOSTON 
Come meet a woman who 
is sexy, professional & ex- 
otic for the much needed 


massage & relaxation you 
seek. 10am-10pm. 7 days a 


week. 
617-426-4049 





”"BRONZE BLONDE 
Gorgeous 19yo petite 5'7 
125ibs with long blonde hair 
36c-22-32. All the essential 
needs of a MAN’s desire. In/out 


24/7 
617-938-8103 
“CANDI” 


For a taste of Candi... Sweet 
blonde, blue eyes, long legs 
5"10 135ibs. 36c-25-35. Full 
lips. Serving So. NH/Northern 
Mass. Accessible to No. Shore 
Rt 95. In/Out 


603-470-8651 
“CARLY 45 yrs” 


Alluring absolutely stunning 
slender passionate. Spice up 
the holidays with me. Unhur- 
ried, sincere, prompt and dis- 
creet. Your place 


617-540-4015 
“FANTASY 


Italian Sandy, sensual 22 year 
old. So. American Tara, sweet 
19 yrs, 22 yo Jennifer 


617-713-0201 


”LYNSEY’S 
ESCORTS” 


Ladies 19-45 available for your 
out/call pleasure.Sincere 
prompt discreet affectionate 


always hiring VERY 

ATTRACTIVE ladies service 

throughout MA MC/VISA 
617-742-8662 
877-353-0343 


toll free 


“ORIENTAL 
MASSAGE 


Enjoy complete relaxation 
with our beautiful Asian 
staff 7 days a week. 10am- 
10pm. Downtown Boston 
area 


857-205-4246 
617-785-9662 


#1 ASIAN 


MASSAGE 
QUINCY 
Sweet lovely young girls 
Table shower, shampoo 
Best full body massage 
Everyday 10am-10pm 


857-829-2723 


#1 BEAUTIFUL 


DANCERS 
QUINCY 

Young sexy Asian girl who 
will maxe your whole body 
HOT!! She'll satisfy your 
fantasies by giving you a 
hot body massage & show- 
er w/a smooth touch 

9:00am-11:00pm 


718-801-6463 


#1 MASSAGE 
WATERTOWN 
Japanese & Asian girls do 

the best traditional 

—a for you. Enjoy & 

relax. Open every day 
10am-1lipm. 


617-928-0880 











#1 QUINCY 
Oriental Massage 
Best full body massage by 
beautiful Asian girls. Table 
shower. Body shampoo to 
Releive your stress. Enjoy 

& relax everyday 


617-259-5729 


#TOTAL 


PACKAGE 
Blonde beauty with pretty 
bows ready to be un- 
wrapped exposing a true 
New Years treat. 34DD-24- 
34 Outcall Only. Available 
in Cape Cod/So. Shore 
area. A true GFE who spe- 
cializes in erotic 
massage 

Gabby 


508 654-1226 


ORIENT 
EXPRESS 


100% Asian female escort 


w/dimensions guarenteed. Out- 


call only. 24/7 
Gentleman only!! 


617-437-9226 





$125 EROTICA 


$125 will get you that mas- 
sage you've always de- 
sired. In/Out. 24/7. Boston 
area. Trust me you'll feel 
like your in HEAVEN. 5'1° 
115lbs. 36c-24-33 


*82-617-818-3105 





$75 BARBIE 
SPECIAL 
INCALL ONLY. 
Guarenteed Good 
Time. Ask for 
Barbie. 
in/out 24/7 
*82-646-852-4124 





$DREAM GIRLS 

Young beautiful 

New girls every 

10 days. In/OUT 
QUINCY 

*82 617-828-5693 





SEXTREME 
PLEASURES 


Experience pure pleasure 
like never before. This sexy 
lil vixen is HOT & HORNEY 
and ready to BLOW your 
mind. 19yo w/Long black 
hair, creamy ebony skin 
125ibs, 36c-24-36 In/Out 


*82-617-767-9243 


$MODEL ZONE 


Join the lovely Asian stars 
in your own personal 
heaven, Beautiful, Sparkly 
ladies, great massage & 
lots of fun. New INCALL lo- 
cation: Quincy 


617-828-8103 


(POP YOUR 
CORK 


Come and experience a 
New Years treat with a 
woman sexier than you can 
ever imagine with her slim 
petite body and wonderful 
curves, Have every wish 
and fantasy completed dur- 
ing. When the Ball falls. 
She'll POP your CORK In/ 


Out 
*82(617) 259-7578 





OLD ENOUGH 2 
KNOW 


Young enough to do 
anyway. 
5'8” 125, 34C-22-34. Wild 
Italian with big green eyes 
has Sex appeal with So- 
phistication. Are u UP for 
the challenge 


*82 617-833-8040 


*REDHEADED 
REINDEER 


long red hair, sexy toned body 
beautiful face and sexy lips, big 
bust, providing Holiday fun 
5'7”", 120Ibs, sexy, lingerie, high 
heals, stockings, fantasies. In- 
calls Only. 


781-289-9846 


Chinese Beauty 
Sweet beauty 
satisfies your 

fantasy. QUINCY 

*82 617-828-5693 





“CUTEST ASIAN 
BOY** 


Get some fun with a 
smooth tan boy w/muscular 
and round butt. 23, 
5'6", 130lbs very affection- 
ate. Good rep. 
Call Tak 


617 838-0771 


**ORIENTAL 
ATTRACTION 


Sweet § lovely young girls 
providing you full profes- 
sional massage. Enjoy & 
relax everyday. 10am- 
11pm. 7 days a week 


617-739-2763 










*ARIEL* 
Everything BETTER down 
where its WETTER. Blue 
eyes, auburn haired 
36D’s. For a magical time 
CUM see me. 


508-596-2483 


*Ashley in 


Providence* 
Blonde Bombshell. 27, 5'9, 
115ibs, 32D. *Genuine* 
pictures at: http://home- 
town.aol.com/ashleyinri/ 
For discreet encounters & 
total fulfillment. 


774-451-1258. 


*Asian Angels* 
Young Asian beauties 24/7. 
Outcalls. only. For a truly 
heavenly ride. Limo avail- 
able. No blocked numbers: 
*82-617-938-7795. Coming 
January 1st 


*AWESOME* 
BLACK MALE 
I'm Raheim, 24yo. 5'7” 145ibs 
phenomenal hung top 
Confirmed Incalls only. 


617-277-9987 





*COMPLETE 
RELAXATION 


Have a sweet & beautiful 
young Oriental girl provide 
you with a massage insti- 
tute pain relief. Available for 
men & women, 11am-9pm 
incall appt 


617-739-5116 


*ORIENTAL 
BEST MASSAGE 
Masspike exit 17 

Appts available 
10am-1ipm daily. 
617-969-6030 


*PENTHOUSE PET* 

32DDD-25-35 Natural Full 
Breasts, a Kickin’ White J-LO 
Butt, & Full Luscious Lips- You 
Will Love. My Body is Very 
Toned & My Skin is Silky Soft 
See Photo On-Line. Top Qual- 
ity-Affordable Rates. The time 
of your life. 9AM-4PM. OutCalls 
Only! Not servicing Boston or 
any points North 


781 297-7173 












*Relaxation 
Station 


Oriental Sweet and Lovely 
young girls give you the 
best & soft massage. 

10am-11pm 7 days a week 


For Appt. 
617-247-5908 








TENDER TOUCH 


Imagine relaxing while soft, 
skilled hands touch you 
searching all the points 
tension in your body & 
releasing them slowly by a 
girl with a sexy body & 
sweet smile. Quincy area. 


617-828-8103 





*THE EDEN 


Are you looking for a skilled 
therapeutic massage?? 
Would you like a beautiful 
girl providing you with the 
best massage?? Welcome 
to SECRET GARDEN Our 
a Asian Cuties magical 
hands will make your body 
feel special & relaxed. Call 
for appt. M-F 4pm-11pm. 
Sa-Su 617-758 
*82-617-738-1638 


+ALLURING 
BEAUTY 


Blonde bombshell 19 years, 
young portioned like a god- 
dess tall slender 5 7 110 
pounds 34c 23 33 long 
sexy legs Incall at Rt 1 Sau- 
gus. OUTcalls boston and 
surrounding areas 
Christina 


617-499-6906 


+ASIAN HOTTIE 
Sweet & sexy 24 yo 5'5” 
36c-24-36 w/long black hair 
providing you comfort in a 
private & discreet setting 
Convenient Boston loc. 
Near the T. Let ASIA LING 
fulfill your 
fantasies 


617-427-3794 


+WILD THING 


Sweet Spanish girl who is 
young & naughty ready & 
willing to BLOW your TOP. 
Dom & Fetish, 24/7. 


617-980-2369 


10” B.U. 
FOOTBALL STAR 


22 © hot Black Male 
(TOPS. 10” uncut. Natural 
smooth Suburban Mind 
City MEAT. Chisled body. 
Huge pecs. 6 pack. In/Out. 
Massages also available 


PICS ON wew bostonpnoenix.com 
JUSTIN 


617-222-0816 


100% 
FULL SERVICE 
New Asian Girls 

every 10 days 
available for 
Erotic Massage in 
a clean & discreet 
place. 
Allston area 
781-953-9126 





100% FULL 
SERVICE 


Kelly 18 y.o Italian blond 
bombshell With blue eyes 
36DD-26-36 


5'6 130ibs 
Looking to make all fanta- 
sies reality. In/Out. 24/7 


617-567-6272 





1st Class Top Shelf! 
None Compare & Ready to 
Please LILY-New GFE! Tall 
Busty, Blonde and Wild, a real 
Party Animal MERCEDES*New 
Petite GFE, Girl Next Door Co- 
ed Who has it all! MONTANA - 
Fitness Model GFE Sweet 
Sensuous & Busty w/ great 
Lips! Pleasing YOU is our #1 
Priority with the Largest Selec- 
tions of Ladies Worldwide! Ca- 
tering to ALL your needs IN or 
OUT 24/7*Parties and All 

Occasions! Always Hiring! 


www.dangerouscurvesusa.com 


(*82) 617-980-6360 








A BEAUTIFUL 
ASIAN GIRL 


In town starting 11/11 
Great company. Fun time 
The highlite of your day 


617-661-2438 





A LATIN LOVER 
EXOTIC LONG BLACK 
HAIR , 20 YEARS YOUNG, 
AND ‘EXTREMELY FUN 
34¢-24-33. 24/7 


*82-857-492-6302 





A NEW YEARS 
DELIGHT 
Tall blonde 5’7” 
34B-26-36 w/firm 
athletic figure. 
Unrushed sessions 
617-233-1087 


A WINTER 


MASSAGE 
QUINCY 
During this Christmas sea- 
son, Doing something dif- 
ferent for yourself meeting 
long hair young Asian col- 
lege beauties by happy 
chance, in our dim room, 
soft music, nice talk, great 
hands that will give you a 
magical touch. having good 
time Christmas only. 
Please call for an appt 
Open 9am-10pm. 7 days a 


week 
617-770-4816 


ABSOLUT 10 


My hair, My lips, My legs, 
My face, My chest and even 
my feet. Very discreet. The 
title says it all. Now it is your 
turn to call. in/outcalls 


*82-617-833-8059 
ABSOLUTELY SEXY 


Hot Asian girl 5'6" 34C-24-36 
from Florida. Let's frolic & play 
together! Incall only Call LILY 


*82-617-451-1312 








ADDICTIVE 
ATTRACTION 


Tall long-legged 5'7 
blonde. 115ibs. 36c- hazel 
eyes. She'll have you 
CUMing back for more. In/ 


ut 
*"" 781-720-9327 







ADORABLE 
MARSHA 


Passionate & petite Brunette 
European warm. 105ibs, very 
nice. Have your cold days & 
nights WARM with me 
Holiday & New Years 
Specials 
Leave a message 


617-685-0138 


AFTER DARK 
617-451-0414 
outcall 


www.afterdarkescorts.net 


ALEXA 


Absolutely Sexy girl of 
many attributes w/a sensa- 
tional erotic menu of gor- 

ous hot pleasures. 34c- 


3-36. 
*82-617-501-1642 


ALL AMERICAN 
GIRL 


57” Long blonde hair. 36c-24- 
32. Live the American Dream 
Servicing North & South shore 
& Boston 


*82 617-938-8103 


Upscale location In/out 








ALLSTON 
MASSAGE 
CENTER 


If you are looking for a fun 
& enjoyable time w/a beau- 


tiful natural young CHi- 
NESE girl w/a cutie face? 
Then, look no further.Treat 
yourself to an unforgettable 
experience, In/Out 


617-828-2429 


ALYNA 


Exotic Hawaiian girl ready 
to fulfill afl your fantasies. 
Hot 26 yrs 5'7" 130 Ibs 
40C-26-36 tanned & toned 
lingerie. Down town loca- 
tion INCALL ONLY, 


617 416-9494, 











AMERICAN LADY 
KATHLEEN 

Tall tan Italian doll, 5'8” 36- 
24-36. Servicing Upscale 
gentlemen who enjoy extra 
comfort and time with a 
women who will let you ex- 
plore your deepest Fanta- 
sies x fetishes. In/OUT. 
South shore area. 

Now hiring. 


508-294-4586 











ASIAN 
BEAUTIES 


New girls every 
10 days. serving 
Malden & No. 
Shore area. 
*82-617-259-5523 





ASIAN MASSAGE 
NASHUA NH 
In/OUT 10am- 


lipm 
*82-617-777-7647 


ASIAN MODELS 
“ALLSTON” 
Come meet a woman who 
is sexy, beautiful & exotic 
for much needed relaxion 
you seek. !n/Out 


617-828-2950 


ASIAN RUB 
FRAMINGHAM 
AREA. 


Professional massage by 
pretty sweet Asian beauty. 
Fresh face every week 
10am-11pm.-in/Out 


*82-617-828-9870 





ASIAN RUB 
SALEM NH. 
11am-1ipm. in/ 
Out 
*82-617-828-9870 





BANANA BERRY 
DREAM 


My twin aks will make 
you freak!!. 19 y.o. blonde 
w/a body that make you 
cum back for more. 5’6” 
36c-24-34. 

Whatcha waiting for??? 


In/OUT. 
*82-617-755-2904 









BEACH BUNNY 


Very petite blonde 23yrs 5'1 


34c-21-33, 106Ibs. tiny waist 
with a cute bubble butt, Visual 
guarantee, Ly. voice nessage 
only. In/Out 


(508) 504-2089 
BEST MASSAGE 


A candle light massage in a 
warm private setting. 


By appointment onl 
"617-354-8828 


BEST OF BOTH 
WORLDS 


A female/she-male fantasy 
available to ROCK — 
world. in/out. Discreet Bos- 
ton location, 


617-785-9231 











BIG EASY 
TORI 
21 yo BBW w/Dirty blonde 
hair with Great Big Boobs. 
Tori will have you CUMING 
back for more. $100 Incall 
only special. 


617-980-1770 





BIGTITS FR 
VEGAS 


Take a stroll on th 
with a VEGAS SHO' 
w/36DD's. New in to 
out. Discreet Bostor 


tion 
862-206-95: 


BLACK BEA 
& BRAZILIA 


GODDESS 
Gina & Jada 


774-274-67' 






BLACK MAI 
Magazine & fitness moc 
10” of perfection. N 
shores In/out Call Tysor 


781-724-44( 











BLACK SMO 
Husky black male 
230. Ready to fulfil 
fantasies. Take a 

from the pipe in Bro 
24/7. in/out. 


617-738-165 








BRAZILIAN S 
Ready to do what tur 
on?? i let you Lf 
STICK until you bus 
Jasmine. 24/7. In/Out 


857-540-997 


BREAK ME 
Hello fellas!!! | am bac 
5' 110lbs 34C-24-36 
Brazilian beauty ready 
your wildest fantasies 
Available for Dom, X- 
All fetishes welcome 
out 


617-567-627 


BRIGHTOR 
MASSAGE 
CENTER 


New Asian girls eve 
days. Open 7 days a 
10am-11pm. 


857-991-347 













BROOKLIN 
MASSAGE 
CENTER 


All Asian girls. Fresh 
every week. Open 
11pm daily. 
617-938-182 


CALIFORNI 
DREAM 


Meet this dirty blond 
legged valley girl. Gre 
36c. All your dreams 
found in this one girl 


*82 617-818-0 
CARAMEL, 


Come and taste the swe 
of Carmela and go t 
place of pure bliss. 5’-4 
34B-22-32 


*82 617-259-7: 









CARIBBEAI 
FIESTA 


Cum indulge in the 
Largest selection of ¢ 
tive Caribbean {sland 
Make those Ma 
Shake. incall/Outcall 


617-833-803 













CARMEN 
The ultimate Brazilian 
tasy. 23yo 120ibs. 

Curly Jet black ha 
brown eyes. {n/Out. 

sexy females avail for 
sual massages, dom, 
shows & exclusive ir 
modeling 


617-921-577 









CAROLYN 


Enjoy the the ultimate 
friend experience. C 
35 yo 5'5" 36D-i 
blonde, curvy in ail the 
places! Verifiable Ir 


781-226-1679 


WHAT EVEF 
WHEN EVE! 


Domination, Fetishes, | 
Role play we are at y 
vice. 24/7 In/OUT 
www. DaddysLliGirisXxx.c 
617-594-620 
NOW HIRING call Me 


CHERRI! 
Hot juicy babe. let's he 
Massage, fetishes & no 
Incall only. 24/7 


508-577-363 











BIGTITS FROM 
VEGAS 


Take a stroll on the strip 
with a VEGAS SHOWGIRL 
w/36DD's. New in town. In/ 
out. Discreet Boston loca- 


tion 
862-206-9570 


BLACK BEAUTY 
& BRAZILIAN 
GODDESS 


Gina & Jada 
774-274-6799 














BLACK MALE 
agazine & fitness model 
10” of perfection. No & So 
ores In/out Call Tyson 


781-724-4464 








BLACK SMOKE 
Husky black male. 5'11” 
230. Ready to fulfill your 
fantasies. Take a TOKE 
from the pipe in Brookline 
24/7. in/out. 


617-738-1698 









BRAZILIAN SLUT 
Ready to do what turns me 
on?? Ill let you LICK & 
STICK until you bust. Call 
Jasmine. 24/7. In/Out 


857-540-9973 





BREAK ME IN 
slo fellas!!! | am back!! Jada 
110lbs 34C-24-36 
azilian beauty ready to make 
ur wildest fantasies reality 
ailable for Dom, X-dressing 


fetishes welcome 24/7. In 


t 
617-567-6272 


BRIGHTON 
MASSAGE 
CENTER 


New Asian girls every 10 
days. Open 7 days a week 
10am-11pm. 


857-991-3476 








BROOKLINE 
MASSAGE 
CENTER 


All Asian girls. Fresh faces 
every week. Open 10am- 
11pm dail 


daily. 
617-938-1821 


CALIFORNIA 
DREAM 


et this dirty blonde 
ged valley girl 








Long 
Green eyes 
>. All your dreams can be 
ind in this one girl 


*82 617-818-0310 
CARAMELA 


me and taste the sweet body 
Carmela and go to a far 
ce of pure bliss. 5'-4 
3-22-32 


*82 617-259-7578 


115ibs 








CARIBBEAN 
FIESTA 


sum indulge in the Party. 
-argest selection of attrac- 
ive Caribbean Island girls. 
Jake those Maracas 
shake. incall/Outcall. 


617-833-8039 












CARMEN 
‘he ultimate Brazilian Fan- 
asy. 23yo 120ibs. 36B. 
surly Jet black hair w/ 
rown eyes. In/Out. Other 
exy females avail for sen- 
ual massages, dom, 2 girl 
hows & exclusive lingerie 
nodeling 


617-921-5779 











CAROLYN 
njoy the the ultimate Girl- 
iend experience. Classy 
5 yo §'5" 36D-26-36 
londe, curvy in ail the right 
laces! Verifiable {n/Out. 


'81-226-1679 


WHAT EVER 
WHEN EVER 


nination,’ Fetishes, Escorts 
2 play we are at your ser 
24/7 In/OUT 
www.DaddysLliGirisXxx.com 
617-594-6209 


OW HIRING cali Messiah 


CHERR! 
juicy babe. let's have fun 
sage, fetishes & no games 
Il only. 24/7 


508-577-3633 





CHINA DOLL 


All the time! Beautiful girls, 
looking to Cum take you 
away. 

Call 24hrs for an appt 


*82-617-833-8040 


CHINESE 


DELICACIES 

EXCLUSIVE 
Our ladies define the word 
Our finest delicacies await 
U. Come & explore the joy 
& passion of the East. Our 
special ladies will keep you 
lite in balance. In/Out 

Allston area 


617-828-2429 


CHINESE GIRL 
Prompt service. 
ll take my time 
for you. 
ALLSTON 
617-828-2950 


Chinese massage therapy. 
Expert full body massage 
Experience the Best Mas- 
sage in Boston. 


Cail 10am-10; 
857-891-9779 


COMFORT ZONE 


New in town Young Asian 
girl. Nice & clean area. Feel 
relaxed and refreshed. | 
provide the best massages! 
10am-12am. 7 days a week 
617-782-3768 





D’s!! 
36DD all Natural. 19yo 
sexy beautiful college coed 
5'4" 36DD-22-34. On m 
KNEES Ready to PLEASE. 
l'll take my time. Topless 
Massage. TINA. 24/7 
$25 half-hour special 


617-905-9762 


DELICATE 


DESSERTS 
1S HIRING!!!$$$ 
New agency is now hiring 
attractive. Women 18+ for 
the holidays & the New 
Year. No Exp Ness 
FIRST 30 CALLERS could 
start r 


888-734-2487 


EBONY & IVORY 
This mix is like CREME in 
your HOT CHOCOLATE. 2 
young hot coliege students 
ready to please. In/out. 24/ 
7 


781-720-9327 














EXOTIC 
LATIN/ 
MEDITERRIAN 
BLONDE 
Indulge in the 
ultimate fantas 
36ddd-27-38, all 
natural, ali firm. 
all yours. In/out. 
Call Butterfly. 


Selectivly hirin 
www. vanessabutterfly.com 


617-970-2711 


Gentieman’s Club 
Class & Sensuality com- 
bined. Experience the 
ultimate in escort service & 
extravagance of beautiful 
women that fulfill any man’s 
fantasies. in/out. NOW 
HIRING 


781-849-7067 
www.mygentiemensctub.com 


GEORGIA PEACH 
18yo HOT & HORNEY young 
brunette ready to be broken in 
34c-22-34. OutCall only. My 
peach is the sweetest. 24/7 


*82-617-201-3046 


GOLDEN 
TEMPTATION 


California blonde. Tanned 
tonned, with all the right 
curves. The Girls from the 
west are the best. In/outcall 


617-833-8637 


GREEK GIRLS 
Ready to speak GREEK. 
All we need is a Teacher 
in/out. Discreet Boston lo- 
cation 


617-785-9231 


HEADMASTER 
Candy 18yo swedish biond 
5'5 115 Ibs 34C-24-34 
Cum in my mouth not my 
hand satisfaction guaran- 
teed. IN/OUT. 24/7 


617-567-6272 


HELP WANTED. 
Need to make big $$$ 7? 
Need money for the 
Holidays? School ?? 
Spring Break!! Need to 
relocate & start new? Here 
is your chance now. all 
applicants must be at least 
18yrs old and have 
goverment issued 
identification 
617-438-5258 


HONG KONG 
MASSAGE. $80 
donation 
617-938-8577 





EGYPT 


Body of a gymnast 
Come & experience an 
erotic moment with a sexy 
indian/Brazilian goddess 
who will make your dreams 
and desires come to lite 
with the tough of Egypt 


In/Out 
*82(857) 222-8029 





ELITE BOSTON 


Escort/Entertainment company 
is currently seeking attractive 
females, exclusive cliental, with 


an opportunity to earn SCASHS$ 
daily. We guarantee the best 
split in town. Female owned 
Drivers also wanted 

Contact Jessica 


617-267-0281 


EROTIC 
MASSAGE 


Relax & release with a rest- 
ful body massage. Topless 
or Nude. Call Cassie. 24/7 
In/Out. 


617-304-7137 


ESCORTS 


upsca 
617-840-2753 





18 ~y.o 
Looking to get Wet & wild w/the 
opportunity to provide complete 
pleasure. 24/7, In/Out 


HORNEY HONEY 


BLONDE 
Tight, Young, WET 20 yo 
Blonde waiting to ERUPT ail 
over you. 5'7” 38D-22-36. Full 


service with a smile. CUM get it 
while it’s 
Early Bird Specials 
for the Holidays & New Years 


HOT. Outcalls only 


Book now 


*82-781-354-9721 


Hot Asian Girls 

Beautiful, young 

gn are waitin 
or you. IN/OU 


New girls 304. 10 days 


(617) 304-2061 


HOT BODY 


34C-22-34 115ibs 


*82-617-201-3046 
JLo 
New in town 
Puerto Rican/Boston 


New Sensation 
Absolutely Gorgeous 
19yo 34C-20-34 


617-427-9996 
JOY OF TOUCH 


Allow yourself to experi- 
ence the pleasure of a sen- 
sual, re. oe mas- 
sage by a utiful woman. 
Somervii 


ie area. 
617-839-0641 














LATIN FANTASY 
New in Town 

18yo exotic South Ameri- 
can Latina w/curly brown 
hair. Ready to fulfill your 
needs, fetishes, & will keep 
you WARM ali the time 
Outcall et 24/7 


617-763-9057 


LEISURE 


STATION 

COMM AVE. 
Come try the Best Asian oil 
massage. We will provide a 
miraculous cure with an en- 
joyment of ease & comfort 
Open 9am-1lipm 7 days a 
week 


617-388-3843 


LILIANA 


20yo Hispanic/African 
American Hottie w/a 
PERFECT 10 BODY. I'm 
willing & waiting for you to 
Cum enjoy my treats. M 

pretty LIPS & sexy HIPS will 
leave u STIFF. MA Only. In/ 


Out. Low rates. 
617-959-7105 





LOOSE & WILD 


Take this horney steamy young 
brunette & put out her fire w 
your HOSE. 19yo. 34c-22-34 


Outcall only. Can you tame this 
wild child 


82-617-201-3046 
MAKE ME PURR 


Petite 110lbs tatian 


with bionde hair. Looking 
for the right person to sat- 
isfy my sexual appetite. In/ 
out. 24/7. Meow!! 


978-390-1192 


ive Italian 
2tyo 





MARA 
New in town. Latina sex god- 
dess w/a spectacular body. 20 
yo. 5'4”, 122Ibs, 34c-22-36. Do 
you want to feel like a man? 
Call me. Selectivly hiring 


617-427-9399 


MAURICE 
Hot Black Muscle boy. 12” 
python. 5'9” 165ibs 
Smooth aggresive & safe. If 
od time call 


you want a 
24/7. So. End. In/out. 


617-442-0426 





MEGHAN 
A classic Irish American lady w 
maturity & intelligence. Auburn 
hair grey eyes. Excellent at 
Massage. Verified 


978-682-7776 
MILK CHOCOLATE 
Come and meet a very sexy pe 
tite Island girl with perfect 
irves. Taste the wonders that | 


bring. 5'4” 115 lbs 34B-22-32 


*82 857-222-8029 
MRS. ROBINSON 


Mature 5’9” classic black-haired 
beauty with patience & soothing 
hands. Spend an hr or more 
being pampered. !n/out call 


617 817-1425 


NEAR WALTHAM 
BEST BODY RUB 
EVERYDAY 


10am-10pm. 
617-964-1948 





ORIENTAL 
ANGEL 


100% Full Service 
Ydung & beautiful. Sweet & 
Lovely. Enjoy & relax w/a 
professional massage. In/ 


Out 
*82-617-259-5523 


ORIENTAL 
TASTY 


Young & beautiful. Sweet & 
Lovely. Experience top 
notch service from us. New 


girls every every 10 days. 


in/out. 
781-953-9126 





PLUS SIZE 
BEAUTY 


Big girls have more fun 
Busty submissive 


$100 donation 


781-596-0473 





RASPBERRY 
Ss Americar ' 
HOT and 


19 


Young!! 


WET. 36c-22-36. You'll have to 


WIPE your CHIN when your fir 
ished. OutCall only. 24 


*82-617-201-3046 


RATED X- 
CLUSIVE 


617-833-8039 


The only call you need to 

make. LADIES AVAIL 24/7 

Verifiable calis only 
www.ratedxclusive.com 


RELEASE ME 


All nude full body massage 
by sweet petite college 
coed. 19yo. Kristy. 24/7. In- 


calls only. 
$50 Holiday special 
617-918-3956 


SECRET DELIGHTS 
You have the KEY to my 
SECRET BOX. CUM & see if 
your GIANT KEY fits. OutCall 
only. 24/7 


*82-617-201-3046 
SEX IN THE CITY 


Maya 18yo college student 

New in the boston area blond 
hair 5'5 115ibs 34C-24-36 in 
out 24/7 


617-567-6272 
SEXOHOLICS 


Mariah 5'7 120 34B-24-36 
Italian brunette 
Looking to get broken in by 


a couple of nice guys 
24/7 in/outcall 


617-567-6272 


SEXY & SASSY 
Erotic female with long silky soft 
blonde hair. 5” 115ibs 36B-26- 
36. | await for someone to tame 
my trim & toned body. Ask for 
Maria. and inquire about my 


friends. In/out 24/7. 2 girl shows 
available 


*82 1-508-802-0129 





aNARE 


SINFULLY SEXY 
Long-legged 
Blonde, firm 

bubble buns w/ 
athletic figure. 
5’7”, 36B-26-36. 


617-233-1087 


SMART IS SEXY 
LATINA FOR YOU 
High class, gorgeous, well 
educated, sexy, confident & 
beautiful 5’3” latina lady 
s with long black hair, hazel 
eyes. 34c-26-36. For 


gentleman who require the 
highest standard in per- 
sonal service at any time 
CALL ME NOW!!! 
GO4SEXYLATINANOW @ AOL.COM 


*82-857-526-2082 

















SOOTHING 


ASIAN TOUCH 
CUM relax & release w/this 
Chinese beauty. Let ms 
hands e re your body till 
it EXPL S. Jen, 24/7. 
incalis only, 

$50 Holi: 


617- 





















special 
9753 














pressure Accupucture 


STRAP ON 


If you been a bad boy and 
are in need of a spanking 
or if you want me to 

strap it on and give it you 
call me. 24/7 Dom,water 
sports, x-dressing ‘all 
fetishes welcome 


617-567-6272 
STRAWBERRY 


18yo RIPE & READY female 
with Juices so Sweet you can 
taste it throughout the 
34c- 34. OutCall only. 24/7 


*82-617-201-3046 
SUNSHINE! 


My passion is pleasure. I'm 
a classy lady with a per- 
sonality too! Let me pamper 
you, Let's play I'm blonde 
Fun and Sexy. You won't 
be disappointed 

In/outcall 24/7 


*82-617-833-8059 











SUZY 
Petite Asian 5’-2” 
106 Ibs. 34B-22-32 
Dimensions 100% 
Guaranteed. 
Indepedent Escort. 
Outcall only. 24/7. 


Gentleman only!! 


617-424-1480 


SWEET SEXY 


NYMPHO 
JASMINE 
1Byo 5'2” 110. 34c-24-36 
Brazilian brunette college 
student. IN/OUT, 24/7 


*82-617-567-6272 





TAIWAN 


DREAMS 
BEST ASIAN 
MASSAGE. 
METRO BOSTON, 
NO. SO. SHORE. 
$80 donation. 
617-818-6251 





TOPLESS 


MASSAGE 
$35 special 
By a 18yo Brazilan beauty. 
24/7. Incalis only. 
Call Kristina 


617-918-3874 





VICTORIA ** LATIN 
BEAUTY 


25yrs old 5'7 36DD-26-36. Gor 


geous. Incalls only. 


617-501-4335 


WHATEVER U 
DESIRE 


Wide variety of beautiful la- 
dies avail in/out 24/7. Bos- 
ton & So. Shore area. Dom, 
fantasy & fetish. Private 
Dance shows. no private 
calls. 


617-407-1095 





maa 
Adult Massage 


Asian Wellness 
Center 


Tired? Stressed? In Pain? 
te with Oriental Act 





hiatsu Mas 


10prr ? Days 


sage. 10ar 
a Week. Call be 
ate Parking ir 


Pleasant Street, Rt 


60, Malden, MA 02148 


781-324-6888 
Chinese Style 


The best Massage pres- 
sure point Qi Gong for re- 
laxation. Near Chinatown 


617-669-5357 





FULL BODY MASSAGE 


STIMULATING 


FULL BODY MASSAGE 
In-Out calls by 
Call Michael @ 781 


male 
938-1196 


mature 


MASSAGE 


Chinese massage for your 


relaxation 


617-777-7082 
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Ans al 





19 YEARS OLD 
40/1/36 


LOCATED JUST NORTH OF BOSTON’ 


781.270,0055 


NO PRIVATE CALLS ACCEPTED 


SSSSS$ 


 Attentiong: 
ye Girls! Ks 
$ Earn $a00 - $ 


$2000/day 


9 Boston's premier $ 
outcall service $ 
is looking for 
beautiful ladies. 
Safe & Professional 


617-695-1311 


$ 


.) www.4ieg.com $ 


EERE: 
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Clubs & Spas 


DOWNTOWN SPA 


© STEAM & DRY SAUNA 
¢ BODY SHAMPOO 

© RELAXATION MASSAGE 
© WALK IN SERVICE 

¢ OPEN 7 DAYS 


Custom 
house ST 


eds umMojuMOoG 


¢ UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT AND NEW STAFF « 


(401 ) 553-5800 Stairs & elevator available 


One Custom House Street 4 Floor Providence RI 


y 


DIRECTIONS: 

Take Rt. 95 Exit 18 Thurbers Ave. 
Follow Thurbers Ave. West 1/2 mile 
Turn left onto Broad Street 1021 
Broad Street is on the right, 2nd Floor 
PRIVATE: 
PLENGUILIG LOU 

BEHIND BUILDING 


1021 BROAD STREET 
2ND FLOOR * PROVIDENCE, Ri 


(401) 941-9901 





DOWNCITY SPA 


Body Rub ¢ Body Shampoo ¢ Dry Sauna ¢ Showers 


Walk-in Service 


204 Westminster Street | ,,.2irections: 
{st Floor, 


Providence RI 


(401) 274¢3773 
@ (401) 27404774 





Turn Right on Dorrance St. 
Turn Right on Westminster St. 


From 1-95 Northbound 


Take exit 21 - Service Road #8 
Turn Right on Broadway 

Turn Left on Fountain St. 
Turn Right on Dorrance St. 
Turn Right on Westminster St. 





=< @) (os 
one * 


Over 70 zones of content" 


c Ae on 


Parking 1/2 block away, 
near Dunkin Donuts. 





ORIENTAL GARDEN SPA 


WITH THIS COUPON $20 OFF 1 HOUR 


770 N.Main Street * Providence 
Open 7 Days a week 10am to Midnight 


* Dry Sauna ¢ Steam Sauna 
* Body Rub « Walk-in Service 
* Body Shampoo 
DIRECTIONS: From Boston: 95 S To Exit 
24, Left onto Branch Avenue, Right onto 
N. Main St., Right onto Livingston St. 
From Providence: 95 N To Exit 24, Right 
onto Branch Avenue, Right onto N. Main 
St., Right onto Livingston St. 


© Dry Sauna 


cE 
a 


Branch Ave. 


ate Dryden 


Livingston St. 


Se 
Plaza 


375 Admiral Street, 


=e Providence, Ri 


JO81}S UJEW YON 


Oriental 
Garden Spa 


(40D 3353-3100 
Swedish Shiatsu ¢ Body Scrub eS 
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPISTS 


1410 Rear Mineral Spring Ave. North Providence, RI 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ¢ WALK-INS WELCOME 


From 95N, Take exit 23 to Rte. 146 to the Mineral Spring Ave 
exit, take Left onto Mineral Spring. Building is on corner of 
Mineral Spring and Woodward Rd. 


_ www. whatsyourlifestyk 


From.95S, Take exit 24 (Branch Ave.), take Right onto Branch 
Ave, go 7 lights to Woodward Rd. and take a right. Go to end of 
Woodward to Mineral Spring Ave - building is on the left. - 

e STARTING NOVEMBER 8TH - LIMO SERVICE AVAILABLE. 


m 


or Come treat your body right... 


© Body Shampoo 
© Oriental Style Body Rub 


PRIVATE PARKING & ENTRANCE IN BACK 


401.274.6655 


Give Yeur Honey 
a Buany for the Helidaysill 


Now in Stock: 
The = 








The Hopper 


781-891-6060 


Ices Lars 


duit Superstere 
ba Moody St., Waltham, MA 





(78 1) 388- 9990 





x > Pla ~ B ms ue Pons MISC 
CALL FOR DETAILS SELB EAI po orc vena ¢ seme 





Pleagant’ 


Massage erap 
88 Pleasant St.,Pawtucket,R.I. 


401-728-1700 
Full Steam Room & Dry Sauna 
Body Shampoos Bodywork 


Open 9AM to 11PM 7 Days A Week « On Sireet Parking 








STRICTLY HOT SEX 
WILD LOCAL DATELINE 


1-888-599-DATE 


HOOK UP TONIGHT! 





* 
UNIQUE SPA 





#204 Next to Dress 
Barn, across from 
Mama Theresa’s & 
Remi’s Nightclub. 


, Bodywork °¢ Reflexology 
i Accupressure ¢ Dry Sauna 


RHODE ISLAND'S 
NEWEST 


Wr arg Wansiur 


GENTLEMEN'S 


peadinost ake Bror 


Swedish & Shiatsu Massage 







( WANSKUCK WELLNESS 5 
CENTER 


Steam Sauna ¢ Showers & Fitness 


Entrance in front 
next to video store 


www.exoticazone.com 






s. 
725 Branch Ave Suite #132, ® 
Providence RI 


a>: * thts, igs ee go ee Pe ee sii Sil ee eon es ty 


¢ Pye 831- 8818 





4 
the (hat! 
Try it Free! 


(code:3300) 
181-860-1385 


Centra 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
10AM-12MIDNIGHT ® WALK-INS WELCOME 


76 Derry St. Providence, RI 
DRY SAUNA, TABLE SHOWERS, 
STEAM SAUNA, BODY SCRUB 


DTig-ladlelaly 
From 95 South -Exit 23 left at ist light onto Admiral sleft at next light 
onto Whipple One Block stake left on Oregon 
From 95 North Exit 23 State Offices sbear right on Orms stake a right 
on Douglas «first right on Whipple sright on Oregon behind building 
Take a right before the cab company 


Starting Nov. 8th « Limo Service Available 


(401) 351-1611 


PRIVATE PARKING 


Happy Holidays From The: 
SPORTSMANS GENTLEMAN S CLUB 
JOIN US FOR OUR 


NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY 


“ : 
Friday Dec. 31 \ 
PARTY FAVORS - CHAMPAGNE TOAST -_ 


SPORTSMAN'S INN 


LOW RATES ON ROOMS 


MONDAY - THURSDAY: 12PM-1AM 
FRIDAY - SATURDAY: 12PM-2AM 
SUNDAY: 6PM-1AM 


NO : » 5h ee 
COVER  hendieee 

pears "ALL F JR LOW WEEKLY & DAILY RATE 

TILL GPM eeaeny CALL FOR pe ASS thi RATES 


122 FOUNTAIN STREET PROVIDENCE, RI 401-751-1133 DOWNTOWN PROVIDENCE 


Dancers 

Wanted 

RHODE ISLAND'S 
NEWEST 


GENTLEMEN'S 
CLUB ..... 


CALL 
1-877-433-7473 


" Hernative 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Exotic 
UD AAR 


WANTED! | 
BOSTON’s PREMIERE AGENCY 
is seeking attractive 
ESCORTS/ENTERTAINERS 
= for outcall services. 


Zep 1-866-849-4735 
or APPLY ONLINE at www.4ieg.com 
DRIVERS ALSO NEEDED 


_( COME JOIN OUR FUN LOVIN GIRLS AT CHEATE 
FULL CONTACT DANCING! AT PROVIDENCE'S BEST: 


HAVE THE BACHELOR PARTY THEY'LL BE TALKING ABOUT 
FOR YEARS! PUT THE GROOM IN THE SHOW! 

+ SPORTS BAR 

° TABLE & COUCH DANCING | 

+ COVER ONLY $5 FRI& SAT @O UA 

* DANCERS WANTED - NUDE 

CALL& ASK FOR MICHAEL © - TOPLESS & 


245 Allens Ave Providence (401) 941-8310 
1 95 to Exit 18 to Allens Ave 3/4 of a mile on left « Easy To Get To! 


Bachelor Parties 
Birthday Parties 
2&3 girl shows!!! 


866 
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BEAUTIFUL MODELS AVAILABLE FOR 
SENSUAL PRIVATE LINGERIE / NUDE MODELING 


CATERING TO ROLEPLAYING , FANTASIES, 
FETISHES & CROSSDRESSING 


RETAIL SALES OF UNIQUE HOSIERY , 
BODY STOCKINGS , LINGERIE , BS&M OUTFITS 


237 FarK Ave, RT 9 333 E. @tumBus Ave, STE 17 
WoRCESTER, MA SPRINGFIELD , MA 
(508) 753.3796 (413) 731.8826 


PRESENT THIS COUPON 
FOR YOUR NEXT 10% OFF YOUR NEXT PURCHASE OR $5 OFF YOUR PRIVATE MODELING SHOW 


Mardi Gras Open House at The B-K.C. 


Tuesday 
February 8 


8 p.m. to 1 a.m. Take a tour of 


New England's 
Pretniere Club for 
Sexual Adventurers! 


TICKETS MUST 
BE PURCHASED 
IN ADVANCE 


% ; - Games & Prizes! 
col Fenn | é : - Free Personal Ads! 


Gals $25 - Great deals 
Beads ‘nN’ Bour6eNn St. on Membership! 


ust AW #Heur fren SPONSORED BY 
Besten! 


personals 


(401)274-3700 VAAN Ao] Fo let 4 Cc ceili is mete] sa! 


NEW 


i Real people, real sex 
exciting nights “parking” along the ocem, *\2 
where we can gaze at the beauty of the» | 5 9 
moon over the water and listen to Ghe> o-jpov- 
soothing sounds of the ocean as we @Ri@y Js: : 
each other. Others may watch but are 
respectful. Serious inquiries only please, / 
all will beanswered. Must be D/ D free 7 
as well as a non smoker w/ no tattoos 
piercings, not into swinging. 


rosphe 


aX Adult Pe 
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Walk-In Service 


7 days a week 10am-12pm 
112 Union St.- 1st Floor 
Telephone Building) 


ry Sauna a Providence, R.I. 


Directions from 1-95 Southbound = |Directions from 1-95 Northbound 










Take exit 21 — Atwells Ave. Take exit 21 — Service Road #8 
Turn Left on Atwells Ave. Turn Right on Broadway 
Turn Left on Fountain St. Turn Left on Fountain St. 

Turn Right on Dorrance St. Turn Right on Dorrance St. 

Turn Right on Westminster St. Turn Right on Westminster St. 


Turn Right on Union St. Turn Right on Union St. 






@ Spa 
Midori 





401) 274-3334 ° 
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NFL PLAYOFFS ARE HERE! 


PANGISIES Zan 


WWW .CLUBFANTASIES.COM 


NEW ENGLAND'S ONLY CHOICE m 
ee HeACNNieee Ee  PLAYOFES & 
ie oo SUPERBOWL PARTIES ARE HERE! 


TURS DAYS 


TWICE THE FUN ‘% THE PRICE! 
EVERY TUESDAY NOON TO 6PM 


EVERY TUESDAY IS AMATEUR NIGHT! 
OVER $400 IN| CASH & PRIZES! 


CQHECK OUT OUR NEW 
GOURMET KRITCHEN! 
Serucag anti miducght 7 dagse a week! 


fale mom? Heacinble fon bachiclon parties 
ALWAYS LOOKING FOR NEW ENTERTAINERS @¢ 


©e FREE SECURE PARKING e BUSES ALWAYS WELCOME | bd WE ‘NOW “OFFER KENO & ALL RI LOTTERY GAMES 


28 SIMS & HARRIS AVE. ad a @ PAID) lol ee ee ok er ee ee es 


r) > 
a! 
(3 CO 
re 


Heat up your 
holidays with 
Erosphere Adult 
Personals in the 
Adult supplement. 


To place an Erosphere 
Adult Personal call 
Micah at 617-430-8761 


' reenix Adult Pexg | : ’ 
an — : ptaticiean. com 
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Erosphere Adult Personals 
TO listen Or respond, Call 61 7-976-7587 Call costs $2.89/minute. Must be 18+. Outside Greater Boston call 900-226-8559 


Sorry, cell phones will not work with 976 or 9OO numbers. Use your credit card or save money and buy a block of time. 




























































































































































































































































ART NRER AR RRERIST SE) SHE NEEDS MORE WHAT AM | DOING? COCOA SENSATION ORAL CLASSY WOMAN WANTED 
. LITTLE GIRL LOST Horn voluptuous womar | have no idea what | am doing Iam a, Statuesque SBF 27, White male, mid 40s, physically for some discreet and safe fun KEEP IN SHAPE? 
Women Seekin ike tea parties, playing ne attent @ to hu nere Btly much a loner z TM Tg ae neh eth Sd ee eet 45-year-old professional MWM You work out and keep in 
a parties, playing H nt aonkiagn th by choice. Being an artist this is am outgoing, inventive and fur Take ahold and pull me in, until s P 
th m Hed animals and t physical proble My by choice. Being an ar iS i r iI 3 seeking older mature profes 9 a * 
with my stuffed animals and ~s aitlect ir pretty muct ven. but , and | love to both watch and | look up ee the look on shape? You're good-look 
very attractive, sexy wife is pretty much a given. but | have look up and see the look o sional woman. Let's bring a little 
Men wearing cute dolly dresses need of fulfillment that an n these urges. | fove independent play. | would like to meet a tall your face. Will not stop. Will ab tne -* ig r ing, athletic, 100% mascu- 
und marvienes ile, er provide. Lockina for nd neh ont people,’ Please fun’ flirty guy with a nice bod solutely respect all limits. Let prick leet to each others lives line (straight/curious) white 
GIRL GONE WILD stickers. 0 y very tea Stee with wel fund Jo not resp al f you do not race nimportant. 4450 me wo! ip at the alter. Call me arital Status unimportant LTR male, but feeling under ap 
36-year-old, blue-eyed. red hin ¢ > taal “4 certian 21318 laxn 1h shower or are 4 for some (exp:01/07/05 for totally discreet pleasure. & a possibility if we hit it of. & preciated or too busy to 
ea taliar KING 4 4 to pay y ills Or be your 1397 ( 1/28/5 9050 ( 1/13 sad 4 
an that could matin, 01046 tan CROKE Attractive, sexy SWF, 32, 5 BACK FROM HEAVEN weer he pte meet people? Hmm... This 
am. NV | AM GORGEOUS y ‘ pé brunette, nice body, 34C. Seeks 'm ready for anything! So let's LOOKING FOR A GOOD good-looking, quality, totally 
are my hair at st wanted to try this é SWM, 30+, for reciprocal ora stir up some fun. Call me and GUY? FIREMAN IN NEED OF discreet white male, 33. of- 
ell you my fantas yy have a SUB/SWITCH LOOKING fun, possible LTR. Enjc they'll never let us through the if you like motorcycle rides and FIRE fers no strings, massage 
eet. | am ver SWEETEST TABOO ta nd FOR DOM bitionism. 4089 (exp gates. Discreet, financially se more.then lets meet. | ama N Handsome 36-year-old fire body worship, attention 
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am serious, dominant lady expand my experience and he ntelligent, open-minded 50-60 nice breasts and long golden Attractive, young blonde with professional. I'm Seeking a N/S wants and needs to orally sat- 
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BODY CONTACT 
ooking for a partner to have 
fun with time to time. I'm a ver- 
satile top. Looking for a fnendly 
fun guy who would like to get 
together once in a while for 
some fun. You should love a lot 
of body contact and be affec- 
tionate. 1313 (exp 1/28/5) 


SEX OR LOVE 

| am in my late 20s, currently 
manai ty Be Home Depot. So | 
am both blue and white collar. 

can travel all over New Eng- 
land. Location is not a problem 
for me. | seek either, “Mr. Right 
or Mr. Fight Away. | like making 
love or rdle playing. Blue collar, 
uniform scenes, guys in suits 


9312 (exp 2/30/5) 


: TOTAL BOTTOM 

I'm a total bottom. Like to suck 
you off, give rim jobs, and take 
it. Not info guys sucking me off 
Like to kiss, touch and be sen- 
sual, but sometimes hot man to 
man is great too. Looking for to- 
tal tops. I’m very open-minded 
Like men of varied sizes and 
ethnic backgrounds. Just be 
confident with yourself.%8829 


(exp 1/27/5) 


CURIOUS BIG MAN 

| am looking for my first gay ex- 
erience. T would like tO be 
raugrn how to please another 
man. Looking for boyish type 
slim, hairless or shaven, that | 
could watch or be taught. & 
1302 (exp 1/20/5 


MEN AND WOMEN 
| would like to meet new men to 
et together sometimes and 
ave good clean sex. Have not 
done fhis yet, and know | would 
like it. Please give me a call if 
you're interested in doing this 


1242 (exp 1/6/5) 


WHATEVER YOU LIKE 

is what | like. | am 49, hand- 
some, healthy, professional 
and very coopernive whether 
ou are Straight, bi or fem, and 
ave your own place. | will ar- 
rive and leave you smiling. t 
9601 (exp 2/24/5) 

LET’S GIVE EACH OTHER 

PLEASURE 

White maio good looking and 
very well-enddwed. | havé nev- 
er had any complaints. | am 
very oral and try just about any. 
thing. Not reaily into pain! 
1178 (exp 1/6/5) 


JUST CURIOUS 
30-year-old, straight, clean cut, 
boyish male looking to experi- 
ment. Looking for safe discreet 
encounters. | want an older, e 
ucated top quality male. Be a 
good person who is interested 
in having fun. 9962 (exp 1/ 
13/5) 


WILLING AGAIN 
WM, in shape, very willing to try 
it with a man again. | love hav- 
ing fun, so | am looking for 
someone that loves to laugh. | 
don't’ play mind games, and | 
don't lead people on if there is 
nothing there. Let's meet and 
see where it goes from there 


1315 (exp 1/6/5) 


YOUNG, FUN, AND FULL OF... 
If you're looking for someone 
who is up for anything then 
drop me a line. | 'm.a very like- 
able person and fun to hang out 
with. I'm looking for soméone 
that just wants fo have a good 
time. Hang out, laugh, talk, Chill, 


and more. 1316 (exp 1/6/5) 


CURIOUS FOR FUN 
Very outgoing guy, very curi- 
ous. Like to watch and be 
watched. Athletic. Looking for 
someone equally curious, non 
forceful, who enjoys phone and 
watching or being watched. 


1349 (exp 1/7/5) 


IT’S SIMPLE, | WANT SEX 
| need to get off, no matter what 
time of day or where it is, | just 
need it, | Know you know what | 
mean! | just want straight up 
free sex, with anyoné that 
wants to get off and just enjoys 


it! 1350 (exp 1/6/5) 


ON A REGULAR BASIS 
Are you a married, bi, or clos- 
gted masc guy that is looking 
for a connection is safe, dis- 
creet, disease free, and open to 
meet mY a regular basis? Prov. 
Area. This way it is just you, me 
and your partner df you have 
one). 11354 (exp 1/6/5) 


WIFE WON'T GET ON HER 
KNEES? 


| will! DWM, Italian hung 
squeaky clean, d/d-free. [n 
monogamous relationship with 
fiance who has low sex drive. | 
live alone, yery safe, sane, fun 
individual. !SO'j.0. buddy for oc- 
casional release. Pref. marned 
males, any race, bi or. bi-curi 
ous, who love to receive oral 
and don't get it at home like me 
Please be very clean, d/d-free 
Have you fantasized about see- 
ing your wife with other men? 
I've done it. Let's talk about it 
and get off. 21265 (exp 1/20 
05) 





GWM, 45, seeks clean, hung 
men, straight/gay/Bi, who en- 
joys receiving great oral. No re- 
ciprocation necessary. | have 


place. Mass South Shore area 
1090(exp. 2/17/05) 


SEXY CROSSDRESSER 
Tall, slim, safe and clean. Very 
discreet, a little on the kinky 
side and tend to be more sub- 
missive. Seeking older, mature 
dom daddy type guys who like 
little sissy boys. @8838(exp 
01/21/05) 


EXTREMELY Bi- 
CURIOUS, MARRIED 
6'1", 175Ibs, lean to aver- 
age build, black hair, brown 
eyes, good-looking, sin- 
cere, 45, very anxious to 


meet a patient, open, sin- 
cere friend or friend(s) to 
explore my bisexual curi- 
osities with. 8622 (exp 1 


15/05) 





WANT MORE? CHECK 
OUT THE EXTENDED 
EROSPHERE MSM 
SECTION ONLINE AT 
http://classifieds 


.bostonphoenix.com/ 
ads.asp 
AND SELECT 
EROSPHERE! 


a ata ae 
Women Seeking 
Women 


Seeking bi-females 
for sexual friendship. | am a 
horny, bi-female into toys and 
movies and looking for fun in 
the Portland, Maine, area. @ 
1607 (exp. 1/14/04) 
ARE YOU ASEXY 

WOMAN? 
! am a college student looking 
to have some fun with a beau- 


tiful woman of any race, Bisex- 
uals welcome. 9711 (exp 2/4) 


SENSUAL BITING 
BiMWF. attractive, 5’8", lon 
blonde/blue, physically fit, 4 
into vampires, sensual biting, 
domination, in search of similar 
woman to share this slightly 
dark side with me. 11403 (2/ 


10) 





EXCITING SEXUAL 
ENCOUNTERS 
Black female, 34. single pro- 
fessional, 5'9", looking to enjoy 
sexual encounters with an in- 
telligent, open-minded female 
with a good sense of humor. 
Prefer professional 30-43, 5'6” 
5'11". Race unimportant. Must 
have inner/outer beauty. & 


9984 (exp 2/18) 


RU ASEXY GRRAL? 
Tattooed, 29-year-old who is 
horny for role playing, bondage, 
and polyamorous fun. 71492 


(2/6) 


LIFE IS FOR MAKING LOVE 
People say !'m quiet but in the 
bed room I'm aggressive and 
love all kinds of straight sex 
Want someone who | may be 
frends with both in and out of 
the bedroom, D/D free as | am 
| like all kinds of sex and would 


like a partner who also does 
1472 (exp 1/20) 


LOOKING TO LEARN 
Experienced Mistress wanted 
for developing relationship in 
the B&D and possibly S&M 
scene with a new sub. Gentle- 
ness and understanding, lot of 
patience and respect. Take it 
Siow, e-mail exchange and chat 
before moving to play. Trust- 
worthy. 21447 (exp 1/20) 


VOLUPTUOUS SBF 
Large, very voluptuous 
SBF, seeking very single 
women, 20-41, who are 


very very sexually adven- 
turous and experimental 


4223 (exp 1/20/5) 


S & M SESSION PLEASE 
43-year-old MWF looking for a 
first time relationship with a 
woman where my husband can 
watch. | am 5'9" with long red 
hair, 36-29-38. | am submissive. 
like toys, strap ons, spanking 
and oral. Be 35-50, altractive 
and experienced. No profes- 
sionals please. Look forward to 
hearing from you. 71389 (exp 


1/20/5) 





WHEN | WANT IT 

| am Bisexual who loves to have 
sex with men and women 

have a boyfriend but | need 
something a little more exciting 
| don’t want a ong term rela- 
tionship, | just want fo be able to 
get what | want when | want it 


1356 (exp 1/6/5) 
THE RIGHT WOMAN 
I'm very interested in meeting 
someone discreetly. Want to 
jet to know the right person 
come friends, then satisfy my 
bi-curious thoughts. Can you be 
the one? Looking for someone 
around my own age who is not 
pushy and will be open and 
honest. #1318 (exp 1/6/5) 


LET'S HAVE FUN! 
| want to have fun with and 
mayoe without the spouse 
Looking for someone who loves 
to have sex for fun, and pos- 
sibly enjoys watching, then join- 
ing in. 1319 (exp 1/6/5) 


NEED TO BE TAUGHT 
Just Very Curious Seeking. to 
be taught. | am a mature BiF 
who would like to broaden my 
experiences. | tend to be some- 
what dominant with women but 
also like to be dominated on oc 
casion. | am looking for another 
bisexual female who is experi- 
enced in the S&M lifestyle. & 
1129 (exp 1/6/05) 


EXPERIENCED, CREATIVE 
TOP 


ISO playful bottom for occa- 
sional all-out mischief and may 
hem. You be between 35-5 
hysically/mentaly and emo- 
tionally capable of playing hard 
and having fun. | am non- 
monogamous, looking for 1-2 
extra (healthy) playmates. All 
scenes negotiated, all limits re 
spected. 1102 (exp 1/6/5) 





CUTE LIL SUBBIE 
GRRAL SEEKS 
MISTRESS 
Obedient 20 yr old sub grrri 
with beautiful dark green 
eyes and short black hair 


seeks intelligent, dominant 
mistress, 25-35, to admin 
ister spankings and have 
puppy play. 14427 (exp 1/ 
20/05) 





COLLEGE GIRL 
Tall, spontaneous redhead, 21 
curvy seeking tall, friendly 
smart female, 20-30. Into oral 
spanking and toys. 4435 (exp 


1/20/05) 


BI-CURIOUS 
Sexy Puerto Rican beauty 
re al a first time adventure 
with a female. I'm very bi-curi- 
ous and D/D-free of course. | 
want to explore my other side 


with you. 89636 (exp 1/20/05) 


COUPLE FOR BABE 

We are a very clean, attractive 
fun loving couple. | love to dom- 
inate and be dominated. | love 
the idea of him watching and 
joining in. We are great in bed 
and open to anything. | am 37 
full figured, and very attractive 
with Drown/green, and a full 
mouth. He is 58”, blue eyes 
biker ype and huge in all the 
right places. Great Sense of hu- 
mor as well! You be CLEAN 
feminine yet domineering, and 
HM. 21477 (exp 1/27) 


DOWN TO EARTH 
Female wanted for threesome 
with a marned couple. My wife 
and | are happily married. We 
are both down to earth and are 
above average in looks and ap- 
pearance. We are looking for 
an attractive woman with dark 
hair, impeccable hygiene, well 
groomed, fun, and sexy with a 
nice body and pretty face. You 
also must be down to earth. & 


1478 (exp 1/27) 


COUPLE FOR 

ENCOUNTERS 
We are a clean, fun couple 
both shaved, disease free, ea 
sygoing. We are looking for a 
cule, Clean, disease free play 
partner who loves good clean 
guys and girls. Open to just 
about anything, leave it up to 
you. Can entertain. 1481 


(exp 1/27) 


UNPREDICTABLE AND 
SEXY 

S who we are. Who are 

you? We are a couple 


seeking a submissive man 
that is clean and over 21 
Dominating men also wel- 
come. 1504 (exp 3/10) 








WET AND WILLING 

Husband is offering willing wife 
to experienced tops to r- 
ate in double scene. B 
histicated, worldly a 
ike us. Coutesy and r 
tion is very impdértant. Into toys 
bondage, and porn. 1495 
exp 2/10, 







BDSM COUPLE 
Would you like to explore 
this as well? She is 26, and 


| am 27. Please contact for 
more info. 11496 (exp 2 
10) 





PROV. COUPLE SEEKS 
FEMALE 

We are very sexually active with 
each other and often fantasize 
verbally about inviting a woman 
into our bedroom. We are look 
ing for a discreet, hot and homy 
bi-sexual young woman who 
would like fo méet up for some 
sate fun. 1474 (exp 1/20) 


DISCREET ENCOUNTERS 
| am 48, MM looking to meet 
women or couples 44-55, for no 
attachment fun. 1470 (exp 1 
20) 


SUBMISSIVE PLEASURE 
We are a couple looking for a 
submissive female for p e 
anything goes. We'r 
for an athletic type, s 
hair, eye color doesnt 
Please be Caucasi 
viousiy clean and wi 
submit herself for our pleasure 


1440 (exp 1/13/5 


COUPLE SEEKS ROUTINE 

PLAYMATE(S) 
We are a very sane, relaxed 
ple that love everything 
sexual! We like building a spe 
cial sexual friendship with 
someone that allows us to ex 
lore and have fun whenever 
lhe mood strikes. Nothin 
watching your spouse get off 
especially with the same sex 
Bi-curious are invited. 21433 
(exp 1/13/5) 


COUPLE SEEKING THIRD 
Fit, white collar, early thirties 
couple Highly educated, lives 
n Boston aréa. Attractive, dis 
t female to share intimate 
counters. 1434 (exp 1/6/5 


AND THEN THERE WERE 3 
Us: ‘normal’ straight couple 
looking to live a little on the wild 
side. Clean and discreet, you 
be the same. This can't be 
stressed enough. We are look- 
ing for a woman who can go 
from friend to partner and then 
back to friend. Understanding 
we are NEW at this. No pros 


No men! 21437 (exp 1/13/5) 


COUPLE OR MALE 
Happily MC looking for another 
adventurous couple to share 
fhe Joumey with us. She is a 
BBW. Your must a couple or a 
select single submissive male 


1432 (exp 1/13/5) 




































FREE SWING PARTIES 
Small intimate home. Cou- 
ples and single women in 


vited. N/S, casual and sen- 
sual atmosphere. 78258 
(exp 1/6/5) 





PATIENTLY WAITING 

Seductive, sensual couple in 
ea shape and health seek bi- 

exual men and women, 25+ 
and cross dressers for role play 
oral, anal and spankings. Must 
be drug and alcoho! fre 

4438 (exp 1/27/5) 


SEDUCE US 

We are a happily married 
couple. He works and goes to 
college, she works and will be 
back in schoo! next fall. We are 
seeking women aged 27-35 
willing to do almost anythin 
She Toves to watch him wi 
others and participate from time 
to time, No commitments, just 
sex and fun. Please, no drugs. 
We practice safe sex at all 
times. 71359 (exp 1/6/5) 


HIPPY MEETS PUNK 
We are 12 piercings, one 
head full of dreads, four ta 
toos, one cool place in JP. 
one excellent cat, book lov 
ers, toke lovers. He likes 
black and red, she likes 
She's more 











rainbows 
“yes,” he’s more “no.” You 
are slim, healthy, uniquely 
beautiful, fond of boys and 
girls, a little bondage, and 
maybe a newcomer like 


us? 71360 (exp 1/6/5) 


EXPERIMENTAL 
| will try anything once, race un 
important, like groups. Bigger is 
better for her, soft and Wet is 
nice for me. Please contact us 
can host occasionally. 21361 


exp 1/6/5) 


WE WANT THE RIGHT 
COUPLE 


exercise regu 








MARRIED WHITE COUPLE 
MWC, he’s 56, bi, she’s 50 
small, petite, in search of black 
gentleman who is in shape, bi 
and well endowed to join us. 30 
miles north of Boston area. & 


1110 (exp 1/20/5 


LET'S MEET FOR SOME FUN 
Are you ready? We are an at 
tractive, well educated, and 
sensual coup oking for a 
playmate.” We would fike you 
to be attractive, sensual and, of 
course, D/D free! 1355 (exp 
1/6/5 

ATTRACTIVE BI MALE FOR 

COUPLE 

Attractive, friendly, well er 
dowed, D/D fre m 
submissive bi mal 
tractive couple- mai 
an, and/or di 
friendly adve 


1394 (exp 3/2/5 


COUPLES _ 


es and single 




















SEEKING COUPLE 
SWM, 6 ft, 47, 165 Ibs 


COUPLES 
and single women. Thought 
about swinging but not 
sure? Off premise Friday 
evening lounge/dance par- 


ties. On premise Saturday 
evening house parties. No 
pressure, just terrific peo- 
ple. All limits respected. & 
9602 (exp 4/22/05) 





LOOKING FOR FETISH 
PLAY 


SWM looking for anyone who 
enjoys fetish wear. Stockings 
and high heels a plus. 71476 
(exp 1/27) 
ATTENTION STRAIGHT 
MEN IN RI 

Great oral for attractive straight 
men, from an attractive GWM 
d&d free & discretion assured 
18-50. No gay men.@& 
1615(exp:01/20) 


TWO FOR TWO 

| am a 23-year-old WF looking 
for two men and another wom- 
an. This is my ultimate fantasy/ 
fetish. Please be well-endowed. 
and like anal. into uniforms 
toys, spanking, and porn. & 
1497 (exp 3/10) 


SEXUAL ENERGY 
We are a friendly MN couple. | 
am 28; he is 44. both W and 
young at heart. We are up for 





YTHING. Just know what 
want, and we'll do it. We 
asy going and open mind 
ed. 11500 (exp 2/10) 


CROSS DRESSING DIVA 
oking for an accepting female 
S open-minded to a cross 
dressing dominant man. | would 
also like a LTR. &1501 (exp 


1/28) 
LOOKING FOR MS SEXY 


am a mature WM who is en- 
thralled by the sight of a sexy 
TV/TS. | Become Very sexually 
aroused and want to have 
more. Looking for a passionate 
sexy well built TV/TS who en 
joys all the pleasures of a good 
healthy sex relatio ) 
1446 (exp 1/20) 





















HERE GOES NOTHING 







; S.E. MASS TV 
SW bi-tv, 45, long gro 


ooking 





ME BE TRANS 


nale n 





LET'S DO IT 


ok 


RIGHT 














clean persor 
ihe same. W ling to 
20 miles from Boston 
area. Bost retro west is pre 
ferred. Confidentiality assured 
No strings attached and expect 
the same. One night stand may 
be ok. No meetings at alternate 
clubs. Should be feminine look 
ing and functional. 1299 (exp 
1/6/5) 
FANTASIES ARE FUN 
t's actually do it. | am 49 
healthy, handsome, and would 
love to do it your 
and make life gre 
schedule 


















HOT YOUNG DOMME 
Strict, sexy, young, sadistic 19 
year-o domme turn-ons in 
clude BD/SM, foot fetishes, hu 
miliation, verbal abuse, CBT 
cross-dressing. Seeking subs to 
worship my body and my mind 


4463 (exp 2/3/5) 


MY FIRST TIME 
Looking for my first time bottom 
| love sex, but I’m more inter 
ested in short-term relation 
ships. |'m bi-curious, interested 
in exploring sex with another 
she-male or pre op transexual 
Looking for someone who can 
be discreet. | do consider my 
self kinky. 1357 (exp 1/6/5) 


INTIMATE GET-TOGETHERS 
DWM seeking CD, TV, or TS. | 
am in my 40s, 5'11", 185ibs 
slim, trim, clean_and discreet 
Seeking a sexy TV, CD, or TS 
for intimate get-togethers. & 


1362 (exp 1/6/5) 


VERY OPEN-MINDED 


24 year old male, extremely 











open-mi d and down for 
anything oking for hot fur 
with TV/T On the south 





shore. | will travel. 21363 (exp 


1/6/5) 
NINA THE SEXY TV 


I'm a closet TV. I'm pokng to 
dress with other TVs; be girlies 
together Looking for a sexy gir 
ly TV who loves stockings, sus 
penders, silky panties, he 
short skirts, just like me. 1366 
(exp 2/6/5 


BRING ME A TV AND I'LL 
DIE A HAPPY MAN 

S and seeking adve 
eminine TV for d 

ehct unter. Prefer 5’§ 























INCREASE MY FANTASIES 


TRAVELER FOR 
ENCOUNTERS 








PANTIES AND FULL SLIPS 
A MUST 





SEEKING LIKE MINDED 
SOULS 


T1189 





TEACH AN OLD DOG NEW 
TRICKS 
Bia se 
WOMAN OR TS 
Seance ee oe 





OVER 8"? 


tive wife ir want 





IES 





vy a w ar w 
drinks, talk about the 


9839 (exp 2/3/5 





ISRAEL! WOMAN SKS 









SLAVE 
24-year-old Israe! 
knows how to s 

OKING 
You have 


and a big ‘ 
ike toys. 11056 (exp 2/4 


WET & READY 
Mysterious, attractive, yc 
Asian girl looks for hot, co 
dent men or women to exper 
ment with, 25-30. Turn-ons in 
slude breasts, spanking, toys. 
and voyeurism. Are you rere 
to take me over your knee 


1048 (exp 2/1 
PONY FOR SALE! 


be trained 

















9866(ex, 
DAD SEEKS SON 


€ area GWN 





GUYS SPANKED 
ad, 48, over my knee 
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Talk Dirty 


To Listen Call 800-314-7958 2c co ome | 


ONE LUCKY GIRL AND 5 
LUCKIER CONSTRUCTION 
WORKERS 


MISTRESS RED'S 
DONKEY BO! 
jropped forward 








ie) 


NICKY GETS AN ANAL yn 
PROBE ebay 


MY FIRST T/S 
ESCORT ENCOUNTER 








MASTER'S LIL SLAVE Ta 
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This was going t 


SOPHIE'S FIRST TIME 
WITH A GIRL 


but you w y please Hi my ame phie and 





Kelly 
at lutely gorgeous 
with long blonde hair 
ip breasts. She has a 
ody as she works out a 

ot. The first time | noticed an at 

INTERRACIAL GANG watching her 
BANG work ollege gym. It 

gave me an unfamiliar ticklish 

About ne night we 
car started acting up, and finally were out on a girl's night on the 
town. We'd drunk a lot and had 
Janced sexy together all night 
When we got back to our dorm 
from a near-by gas station room Kelly said that her back 
was hurting so | offered to give 
her a back rub. She took off her 
hirt and bra and | felt suddenly 
prormused, a tow-truck pulled uf hot and wet » hear thi tory 
T 4322 


oked uf ould see the mer 


jrowing in their pant 79071 





traction to her wa 
put in the 


1/2 > me 
2 the way home my sensation in my 


it gave out on me. Using my 


cellphone and a phonebook 


called around and found a 24 


hour towing service. Just as he 








about 30 minutes later 4 1 8 314-79 


thickset older black 
jot out and came 


I'd really like to ge 


TO LISTEN “TO 
COMPLETION” CALL 
800-314-7958 AND 


ght a 


price”. “Well now, y 


ENTER THE ® OF YOUR 
HOSEN STORY. SUBMIT 


YOUR STORIES TO 


able t mvince meé 

me tav 
swered. “Let's get int 
erosphere @ phx 


and determine a price 


1 
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Real Stories From Real People 
To Listen Call 800-314-7958 
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> LISTINGS 


HIGH STREET GRILLE, Boston 
Little Joe Cook 

HONG KONG, Cambridge. Main- 
stream, house & Reggae with DJ Bob 
THE INDEPENDENT, Somerville 
Frank Morey. 

IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. DJ Cherry. 
JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT, 
Boston. At 6 p.m., Clay Brown Trio. 
JASMINE & KENDALL LOUNGE, 
Cambridge. At 9:30 p.m., Dan Tepfer Trio. 
JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. Duhks. 
JOSE McINTYRE’S, Boston. Up- 
stairs: DJ John Tringall. Downstairs: 
Me & Julio. 

THE KELLS, Alliston. “Fun House” 
with DJs Edgar & Mike Gioscia 

THE KINSALE, Boston. Stretch. 
KIRKLAND CAFE, Somerville. 
“Twisted All Acoustic Revue” with 
Ultra Vixen, Eric Deneen, Chilly Kurtz, 
Rosie Huntress, Tony Lombardi. 

LA BOOM, Boston. At 11 p.m., “Privi- 
lege,” international house with DJs 
Manos Linoxilakis and Christoph 
Muller. 

MACHINE, Boston. “Human Thurs- 
day” with DJs Sean Caron and Angles. 
MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Campus,” al- 
ternative boypop with DJ Chris Ewen 
and high energy house with DJ Brad 
Gwynn. 

MANTRA Boston. At 10:30 p.m., 
“Mantra Thursday” DJs spin eclectic 
international, vocal house, & hip-hop. 
MARQUEE, Boston. “Turn It Up 
Thursday.” 

MATT MURPHY’S, Brookline 
“Round Midnight Jazz Session.” 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
“Emergenza Festival” with No Alle- 
giance, Brookfield, Twist of Fate, Life of 
Boys, Girl on Top, Veloren, Animal Suit 
Delivery, Ritual. 





REDLINE, Cambridge. At 10 p.m., “Re 
union Thursday” with NPG All-Stars 
REGATTABAR, Cambridge. Bad Plus 
RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Wicked 
Wicked Thursday” Experimental Reg- 
gae & Hip-hop with Wayne & Wax 
ROGGIE’S, Brighton. Lounge: Tribal 
House and Break beat funk with DJ 
Jonathan Theory. 

THE ROXy, Boston. At 10:30 p.m., “The 
Latin Quarter” with special guest DJs 
SISSY K’S, Boston. Justin Beech. Up- 
stairs: popular dance, with DJ Deja 
SOPHIA’S, Boston. “Latin Night” with 
DJ JR Vega. 

SUGAR SHACK, Boston. 
Night” with DJ B-Spin. 
SW1, Boston. Hip-hop, R &B, and Reg- 
gae with and DJ Renell. 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville 
“Fluffy” Quinn. 
TOAST, Somerville. 
Women.” 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Bob 
Nieske Trio. 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. 
“Young Professionals Club.” 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge 
“Benefit for the Charles River Skatepark” 
with Shanghai Valentine, Junction 18, 
Dead Ellington, Stompin Charlies 

21st AMENDMENT, Boston. DJ Sean 
Daly. 

VAPOR, Boston. “MOCCA,” hip hop 
and R&B with DJs KC and Ron Steel. 
VENU, Boston. NYC house with DJ 
Nailz and “ISE-O spa” with DJ Tasty. 
VERTIGO, Boston. “Diversify Thurs- 
days,” soulful house with DJ Fran and 
UK hard house and progressive trance 
with DJs JLong, Tek, and Catatonic 
and guest DJs 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston 
Mela Quintet. 


“College 


Ronan 


“Premier Night for 


Francisco 


CHINESE STARS play Great Scott on Thursday the 6th. 


MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge 
“Grammerface: Murky Thunder Clap 
Chop.” 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, Boston. 
Derek Keane. 

THE MODERN, Boston. 
“Soma,” with DJ Omar 
O’BRIEN’S, Allston. “Allston Brighton 
Free Radio Benefit” with Shot Dead 
ORLEANS, Somerville. DJ Ren Justice 
OVERDRAUGHT PUB, Cambridge 
“Americana Series” with Asect. 
PARADISE LOUNGE, Boston. At 
9 p.m., “The Bubble Up: Rub a Dub- 
wise Reggae Night” with Bud E. Green 
PA’S LOUNGE, Somerville. Bright 
Penny, Grandfabric. 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. 
“Elements,” drum ‘n bass with DJs 
Crook, and Lenore. 

THE PLACE, Boston. Greg Lutrel] 
PORTER’S BAR & GRILL, Boston. At 
9:30 p.m., Lilac Ambush 

PRAVDA 116, Boston. DJ David Mee 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. DJ 
Flanagan with musical guest Jim Plunkett. 
Q, Boston. “Weekend Warm” with DJ 
Craig Smooth 

THE RACK, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ 
Littles 


At 10 p.m., 





WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. “Hip- 
hop Showcase.” 

WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. 
“Late Night Lounge.” 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Grant Lang- 
ford Quartet 

ZUZU, Cambridge. Eli 
Reed 


“Paperboy” 





__ comedy 
@ THURSDAY 30 


See Club Directory for phone 
and addresses 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. “Boston Attitude” with Greg 
Howell 

CANTAB LOUNGE, 
8 p.m., “Tribe Improv.” 
COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 
8:30 p.m., “The R-Rated Hypnotist’ 
with Frank Santos 

COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. Rick 
Jenkins, Mary Beth Cowan 

IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 
8 p.m., “Lies, Half Truths and the 
American Way.” 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, 
Cambridge. At 8 p.m., “UnNatural 





numbers 


Cambridge. At 





Selection.” At 10 p.m., “The Great and 
Secret Comedy Show.’ 

JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROAD- 
WAY, Somerville. At 7:30 p.m., Jimmy 


Tingle 


@ FRIDAY 31 


See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses. 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. Danny Kelly. 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 
7 p.m., Steve Sweeney. At 9:15 and 
11:30 p.m., Dane Cook 

COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. “New 
Year’s Eve Show” with Rick Jenkins, 
Steamy Bohemians, Myq Kaplan, 
Tommy Morello, Steve Calechman 
IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 9 and 
11 p.m., “Lies, Half Truths and the 
American Way.” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam- 
bridge. At 8 p.m., “Carole Lombard 
Live!” At 10 p.m., “Theatre Sports.” 
JIMBO’S SOUTH RESTAURANT, 
Braintree. Mark Riley, Bob Niles, An- 
nette Pollack, Glen Gordon, Jason Mar- 
gaca, Matt McArthur. 

JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROAD- 
WAY, Somerville. At 7:30 and 
10:30 p.m., Jimmy Tingle 

NICK’S COMEDY STOP, Boston. At 
8 p.m., Bob Gautreau, Dave Russo, 
Mark Riley. 


@ SATURDAY 1 


See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. “BostonAttitude” with Danny 
Kelly. 

COMEDY STUDIO, 
Simons, Patrick 
Moschetto, Phil Yebba 


Cambridge. Liz 
Bulgerm Tony 


DICK DOHERTY’S AT THE CHINA 
BLOSSOM, North Andover. Tim MclIn- 
tire, E.J. Murphy, Myq Kaplan 
IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 8 and 
10 p.m., “Lies, Half Truths and the 
American Way.’ 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam- 
bridge. At 8 and 10 p.m., “Improv 
Boston Mainstage.” 

JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROAD- 
WAY, Somerville. At 7:30 and 
10:30 p.m., Jimmy Tingle 
KOWLOON, Saugus. At 8 and 10 p.m., 
John David, Jim Coliton, 
NICK’S. COMEDY STOP, Boston. At 


] Won 
soe Vvong 


8:45 p.m., Jim Lauletta, Danny Kelly, 
Tim Kaelin 

NICK’S MAUI, Brockton. At 10 p.m., 
Mark Riley, Craig Boggis, Johnny K 

@ SUNDAY 2 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 


and addresses 
BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, Boston 
“Open Mic Night” with Tony Moschetto 
BROTHER JIMMY’S BBQ, Cam 
bridge. At 9:30 p.m., “Hari-Kari 
Karaoke Jewkbox.” 
CHARLES PLAYHOUSE, 
6912), 74 Warrenton St., 


(617-426 
Boston. At 





8 p.m., “Comedy Fiasco 

COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge The 
Erin Judge Show” with Patrice Vinci, 
Arik Marks, Robby RoadSteamer 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, 
Cambridge. At 8 p.m., “Sergeant 
Culpepper Memorial Improvisational 
Jamboree 


JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROAD- 


WAY, Somerville. At 7:30 and 
10:30 p.m., Jimmy Tingle 
KING’S, Boston. At 8 p.m., “Comedy 


Open Mic Night” with Tony V. 


@ MONDAY 3 


See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge 
Your Left” with Peter Dutton 
COMEDY CONNECTION, 


‘Lean to 


Boston. At 


8 p.m., “Amateur Showcase” with 
Kevin Knox 

KENNEDY’S, Boston. “Comedy 
Night.” 

@ TUESDAY 4 


See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 


ALL ASIA CAFE, Cambridge. “Stash’s 
Comedy Jam.” 
COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston 


Paul Nardizzi, Robbie Printz 


@ WEDNESDAY 5 

See Club Directory for phone 
and addresses 

COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. “The 
Tony V Experiment” with Tom 
Liszanckie, Peter Bowes, Andrea Henry 


numbers 


Mark McKay, Reza Sarkarati, Gary 
Sohmers, Steve Sandler 

IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 
8 p.m., “Lies, Half Truths and the 


American Way 


IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, 


Cambridge. At 8 p.m. “Hump Fringe 
Show.” 

M@ THURSDAY 6 

See Ctut Di for phone numbers 
ind add 

BE ANTOW N COMEDY VAULT, 
Bost ( owcase” with Greg 
Howell 

CANTAS LOUNGE, Cambridg At 
8 pr Tribe Improv 

COMEDY CONNECTION, 1. At 
5 30 p.m., “The R-Rated Hypnotist, 


Frank Santos 

COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. “The 
Dan Sally Show” with Joe Wong, Brian 
Longwell, Mike Whitman, Sean Sulli 
rito Andrade, Amanda Beal 
Amanda White 

IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 
8 p.m Big Dig, The End of an 
Error.’ 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, ( 
bridge. At 8 p.m. “UnNatural Selec 
tion.” At 10 p.m 
cret Comedy Show.’ 
NICK’S COMEDY STOP, 
At 8:30 p.m., Kevin 
Boggis 


van, Ande 


‘The Great and Se 
Boston 


Knox, Craig 
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wT? Care 
ras 


LIVE BANDs 
sAZZ 

SWING 
LATIN JAZZ 
Funk 
BSLuEes 


WE GOT HISTORY 
LIVE MUSIC 265 DAYS A VEAR 


WALLY’'S CAFE E 


“ieee SCULLERS JAZZ CLUB cus Sch 


Fri. Dec. 31& Sat. Jan. 
Happy New Year's Eve 


CHRIS BOTTI 


call for Special New Year's Eve # ai 
party package information “ a ROY 
617-562-4111 = 2 





WALLY'S 
BAND 
CALL 617.828.1754 



























RH Factor “Strength” 


Show times: Mon.- OPM; Fri.-Sat. 8 &10:30PM; Sun. 7 & 9PM 


Jazz club & Restaurant” Charles Hotel, Harvard Square 


Tp ALLAN HOLDSWORTH TRIO an {14 KENNY BARRON QNT® 24202: BILL CHARLAP TRIO 
For Tix & info: 617.395.7757 or www.regattabarjazz.com 


comedy 


. Gr ee  — 


Come dys723970: 


Discounted Parking at 
MoE BBE 75 State Street Sarno | 
FANEUIL HALL 


www.comedyconnectionboston.com 


NEW YEAR’s EVE!: 


Host of the WZLX 

morning show 
“Sweeney's 

Neighborhood” 


pay Mi! 








a a a i i i 









STEVE 
SWEENEY 










Rolling Stone Magazine’s 
“Hot StandUp of the Year”! 


DANE COOK ; 


— eae atte tata Nett Net Nat Set fete Dat Saat Daa 


ee ee eerie | 





2 
; 
; 
r 
: 
2 
: 
; 
; 
; 
¥ 
; 
LY 
a 
L 








THE BOSTON PHOENIX MUSIC DECEMBER 31, 2004 19 


| ray charles 

we 
a 
oe 


RAY CHARLES 
Genius Loves 
Company 


ib itl 


13° 


GWEN STEFANI 
Love, Angel 
Baby 


On Sale 


1 99 

cD 
Ausic 
Also 


BOURNE 


THE 


19% 
BOURNE DVD 
SUPREMACY 


LIVE AID 9 Lt 
DVD 


| se 


99 BRIAN 1 
CD. WILSON 


Smile 


EMINEM 1 
Encore 

Also On Sale 
Deluxe Edition 19.99 


STEVE EARLE 
The Revolution 
Starts Now 


TAKING BACK 
SUNDAY 
Where You 
Want To Be 


1 13% 


GARDEN 
STATE 


19%, 


1 9° SPIDER-MAN 
DVD 2 


THE 
PASSION 
OF THE CHRIST 


99 
DVD 


THE LAST 
SAMURAI 


1433, 


DAVID 
BOWIE: 
A Reality Tour 


99 
DVD 


AEROSMITH: 1 
DVD 


You Gotta 
Move 


INLINE PRICES MAY VARY - SOME 


SALE PRICING 


NNS 
NU 


“> ‘ 
i tinge o 
LIMKIY PARK 


EDITED VERSION AVAILABLE 


JAY-Z/ 
LINKIN PARK 
Collision 
Course 


LOS LONELY 
BOYS 
Los Lonely Boys 


SEASONS 1&2 


een? 


14% 


13! 


ew 


SEINFELD: 
Seasons 

1&2 and 
Season 3 


CHAPPELLE’S i 933 
SHOW: DVD 


Season One 
Uncensored 


ERIC 

CLAPTON: 

The Crossroads 
auitar Festival 


4/05 


Sis 


99 
DVD 


EDITED VERSION AVAILABLE 
EDITED VERSION AVAILABLE 


NAS 
Street’s 
Disciple 


KANYE WEST 
The College 
Dropout 


12c 


EDITED VERSION AVAILABLE 


99 
cD 


INTERPOL 


GREEN DAY . 
Antics 


American 
Idiot 


13é 


EDITED VERSION AVAILABLE 


SNOOP 


1 99 
DOGG cD 
R&G 


(Rhythm & Gangsta) 


MUSE 
Absolution 


Me 


& DVDS acne 


THE LORD 


99 
OF THE DvD 
RINGS: THE 


RETURN OF THE KING 
Extended Edition 


MANCHURIAN 
CANDIDATE 


THE 1 9° 
MANCHURIAN ff oJ DVD 
CANDIDATE 

(2004) 


KILL BILL 
VOLUMES 
1&2 


99 
EACH 
pvp 


Our guaranteed BEST PRICES every Tuesday 


HAROLD & KUMAR GO TO 


OER B6 FOUR STAR RAVE REVIEWS! 
“beroien vst even FEL $8 gone” 


LOST 1 99 
IN 


TRANSLATION 


THE STAR 
WARS 
TRILOGY 


AAR, 


on sale 
& available 


1/4 


WHITE CASTLE Unrated 19.99 DVD, R-Rated 19.99 DVD 


TROY 19.99 DVD 
PAULY SHORE IS DEAD 19.99 DVD 


ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE SPOTLESS MIND Collector’s Edition 19.99 2DVD 


RIDING GIANTS Specia/ Edition 19.99 DVD 
LITTLE BLACK BOOK 19.99 DVD 
LAS VEGAS: 7 


The Complete First Season (Uncut & Uncensored) 39.99 3DVD 


don’t touch that dial... 


Tower.com 





